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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ON the publication of a work of this nature, 
fomething may be expefted by way of prelude. 
If the plaudit of the public is not to be purchafed, 
their indulgence may poflibly be fecured. But nei- 
ther of thefe motives has influenced the author to 
trefpafs upon their time. He would deprecate their 
pardon, not for having given birth to this produdtion, 
but for having introduced it immaturely to the ob- 
fervation of the public. What little poliih would the 
clofe application of two years throw upon a body of 
this magnitude ! And yet, amid a variety of other avo- 
cations, two years only has the author been allowed to 
tranfcribe, corred, and finiih it. He fays, allowed, 
as neceflity prefcribes the term, and his duty calls 
him to a diftant part of the globe, to perform other 
engagements, to pay other debts, than what the defire 
of pleafing prompts, or the love of fame exads from, 
him. 

Under this convidion, therefore, he waits filently 
the probe of criticifm. But the candid critic, like 
the fkilful furgeon, is fparing of the knife, and, but 

in 


viii ADVERTISEMENT. 

in defperate cafes, is inclined to proceed to extremi- 
ties. Into fuch hands it may be the lot of the author 
to fall. Where the eye takes more delight in beauty 
than in deformity, where the difpo£tion is more apt 
to praife than to cenfure, no doubts could deter an 
author from appearing at the bar of criticifm. In a 
defcription of countries little travelled, and of men 
little known, there may poffibly be miftakes that have 
arifen from mifinformation, or even mifccmception of 
things. In a detail of adventures committed often to 
.paper in moments of peril and diftrefs, there may, 
indeed, be a repetition of fentiment, and fometimes a 
contradi£lion of opinions before advanced, which the 
greateft attention, during a two years revifal, has not 
been able to corred. But if impartiality has uni- 
formly dire<%ed his pencil, and his piAures are not 
even fo highly coloured as nature would have per- 
mitted; if he has rather confulted the public amufe- 
ment, than the gratification of his own vanity, this 
early publication, with all its imperfedions, will not 
want an advocate among the literati. 

And here he was about to congratulate himfelf on 
having gained fo efTential a point. To the private 
approbation of Mr. Reed of Staples-Inn, was the 
author confirmed in the hope of fuccefs, and to his . 
open recommendation of this work to fomc who knew 
the value of Mr. Reed's judgment, the reader, pro- 
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bably, owes that it is now fubmitted to his view. To 
the friendfhip of Mr. Braithwaite of the Poft- Office, 
he may place this, and other material helps he has 
experienced in the courfe of publication. But he 
ihould afk thefe gentlemen's forgivenefs, for involving 
them in a queftion, where their names are ufed lefs 
to their advantage than to that of the author. 

It behoves him to (ay a word or two on the head of 
the Plates. His knowledge of drawing is fo confined, 
that more than a fketch of the places through which 
he paiTed, exceeded the author's art. The antiquities 

of Egypt have given employment to the pencils of a 

Norden and a Pococke, and were not to be expefted 
from the title of thefe travels. But drawings of par- 
ticular fcenes, in which he was engaged, and repre-: 
fentations of the iingular cuftoms of the country, 
would have brought them forward to the reader's eye. 
He muft ever lament the deficiency of his work in 
this refped : but he is happy at the fame tim^ to ob- < 
ferve, that there is a remedy at hand, for thofe who 
delight in novel pictures. The reputation of Mr. 
Dalton, his Majefly's antiquarian, was eflablifhed by 
the work which he produced in 1752, confiding of 
plates of various antiquities in Greece and £gypt. 
The connpifTeursj therefore, are not likely to be dif- 
appointed in the Supplement to that work, which Mr. 
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Balton is about tDLpublKh; The ddlgAs whic^'te** 
late to £gypt» obtained as they mufk have been wiiU 
greait difficulty, aod exeouted as tihey ave ivith great 
fpirit, will prove {wdbt son eluoidation tio his labors 
that the author tnufb beg Mr. Dalton's {>ardon) it he^ 
prefumes to Tccommend tho& defigm to thd reader, 
which are &x peculiarly adapted to this work, that 
nothnxg but its unworthinefs (hould diride them fr^tn 
eack other. 

. He<has bat one thing mor« to add, which contemn 
die companions of his tmveU. To the twe geml6« 
m^ who. accompanied him^^ to Europe, iie tru^s att' 
apdhogy h needk&, as they, will readily acquit him 
o£ & defign to pay any but d- proper tribute to their 
ehara^eis. %- the other perfon, whom the hand of 
Hiifdiance {erparated from theii* company^ he would 
wiih to be underftood. The circuiti^nceB which 
produced that feparation fiiouM have been bwied inr 
oblivion, had not a regard for his own honor obliged 
the author to. place the ifttentions of his cocnpaniotkft 
and himfeif in their true light. The tiarratife of that 
afiair — ^as it appears in thk work*-»-was figned hy Major 
Henry Alexander, Mr^ Anthony Hammbnd, and the a«h- 
thor, and tranfmitted to India at the time. The papet 
may hare milb^ried, but the parties afe alive to te^y 
the fad. All that delicacy and hmmanky icotiM fug- 
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geft, has been obferved on the occafioa. The name 
of the unhappy perfon is fupprefled, and felf-vindica- 
tion alone could have induced him to revive a fub- 
jed) which more nearly alFeded the authof and 
his companions, than all their fubfequent misfor- 
tunes I 

To conclude. Were books, any more dban men, 
to be judged only by their good intentions — w&re no 
regard to be paid to the figure which they make in 
the world — this work would have a better chance to 
maintain its ground. But as there are other points to 
be confidcred ; as truth can only be rendered efHca- 
cious in an amiable drefs, and as the jufleft de/crip- 
tions muft be difgraced by inelegant language,- the 
author cannot diveft himfetf of certain fen£itioas, 
which mufl difturb the firmeft mind, on the eve of 
committing its thoughts to the difcuiHbn of the 
public. 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &C. 

IN THE YEAR M.bcC.LXXyiI, 
IN LETTERS TO A LADY. 


LETTER L 

MADAM^ 

WE RE ability fublervient tp inctination, were the efforts 
of the heart to be iecoQ^ by the efforts of the ima« 
giAation, I (hould With leis fcniple begin upon the 
iatk wluch you have allotte4 me. But the feas which I have 
paftd^ and the fands which I have wandered over* appear now 
to have been fraught with lefs danger than the adventure I am 
about to engage iti. Once launched into the literary world* 
what has not a poor author to fear froip the blafts of ridicule* 
and the rocks of envy ! But as the want of an oftentatious dif- 
play has fecored my footfteps from the affault of the wild Arab* 
fo may I h(^« liiat die mo^^ of my pretentions may prove 
fliy paffport through the.wafte of criticifm*. Happy at all events* 
xn the profpeft of your influence* Xo protect the ftram that is 
kuided by truth* and owes its exigence to the commands of 
mendlhip« 
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The occurrences of our voyage from Madras to Mocha^ are 
like the generality of fea-afFairs, too trivial to become intereft- 
ing, and too unvaried to afford amufemeht. Since the fables of 
the ancients have been banifhed our creed, a modern voyager 
finds it difficult to diverfify or embellifli his journaL Neptune 
ceafes to aflert his empire over the waves, and Amphitrite no 
longer fkims the forface of the deep, feated in a coral chariot 
drawn by Mermaids, and furrounded by a choir, of mufical 
Nereids. A ftorm therefore lofes the majefty which a Divinity 
would give it i and our calms are really dull,- for want of the 
company of fuch a beautiful Goddefs. I queftion whether the 
voyage of iEneas, iiF deprived of thefe fi6iitious ornaments, 
would not become equally infipid witli thofe publifhed by recent 
difcoverers, whofe heroes vifited people more ftrange, and feas 
more remote than iEneas, and encountered gulphs far more dan- 
gerous than Scylla or Charybdis I 

There was nothing remarkable in our paflage to Mocha, but 
the length of it. We were above eight weeks in 'effc6ting » 
pafTage, which frequently requires but three. The latenefs of the 
feafon made us apprehenfive of delays, but not the continual 
ones we met. with. At feveral periods we thought of nothing 
lefs than of getting to Suez by water. My fellow-travellers and 
inyfelf were, however, refolvcd to profecute our journey by 
land„ fliould the fnow Adventure reach any port in the Red- 
Sea. But the fight of land prelented us with better prof* 
pe^ls. 

We had been two°>and-forty days in croffing the wide ocean 
which divides India from Africa^ when on the 31ft of March 
we faw indiftindlj the iflaiid of Socotra, which lies, about 
35 leagues from the main. On the 2d of April we made Cape 
Guardafoy, which is a procMgioiis mountsunous and craggy 
(hore. From hence we flood over to the coaft of Arabia, and 
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hy an cafterly current, were driven fo far towards the oceani 
that it was the 6th before we paft . Cape Aden. JFIere the re- 
mams of a Portuguefe fort are ftill vifible, which is an humi* 
liating monument of their former fuperiority in thefe parts. 
On the 9th we ran through the ftraits of Babelmandel, with a 
fine gale, which, joined to a fbong current, fet us through in 
a quarter of an hour. There is a very ugly fea in thefe ftraits, 
and they being the ufual entrance into the Red-Sea, I have 
annexed a plate of them, which was drawn upon the fpot. 
Veffels may pais to. the weftward of the ifland, but this is at- 
tended with danger. The gale encreafed to fuch a degree, that 
we were fain to run under the land at noon, in a bay about 
half-way between the ftraits and Mocha. Here we rode out 
a very violent ftorm, and ^thought ourfelves lucky in being fo 
well flieltered from the fury of it. The wind abated a little at 
day-break on the loth, when we weighed and ftood for Mocha. 
Though ftill boifterous, the wind was fortunately fair, and 
we were not many hours in running the diftance. At twelve 
o'clock we dropped our anchor in Mocha road, but were obliged 
to wait until the weather moderated, before we ventured to de- 
bark. The month of April was advanced, but we went afliore 
at Mocha the fame evening, in full confidence of being agreeably 
accommodated to Suez, on board the Adventure. We looked 
only upon the brighter fide of the perfpe£live j as the difficulties 
and dangers annexed to a journey of 1 1 or 1 200 miles by land, 
along a barren and barbarous coaft, could afford us no very 
pleafing refle£tions. ^ 

Mocha, the ancient capital of Arabia Felix, is fituated upon a 
fandy foil, about 12 leagues from the ftraits of Babelman* 
del, and in the latitude of 13* 15' north. This city is of 
great antiquity, and difplays a very handfome appearance to- 
wards the fea. But its beauty will not bear a clofe infpedion. 
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Like the dtffohnities which are fo Fi'equently diicove^d beneath 
a fair exterior, the infide of its buildings is by no means an* 
IWerabie to the expedations which they iraifc. To funrey the 
defart on which it ftands, a ftranger muft be furprized at the 
plenty which reigns in the markets. There is not a tree within 
ken, that produces any frtiit, but the date, or herbage of any 
kind, to fupport the cattle which ire daily frxpofed for fale. 
iBut to the fimplicity of the Arabian manners this circumftance 
is to be attributed. Where tli6 iiatives ' art content with thfe 
coarfeft food tliat a country prbSnccs, it is no wonder that the 
mdre' ddi<iate viands afe readily ^rbcnred, by the few Europeans 
who vifit their 'fliones. And itideed, whdfi "vrt are informed that 
the iiidep Which aire fold here, are *aH brddg^t from the oppofit^ 
coaft of Abyffinia. and the fimpltft vegetable, ' at no lefs a dis- 
tance than 'fifteen mSles from Mocha, conjiefture wottld lofe itfetf 
in accdundiijj for fuch plenty, werea clue 'not given to unravel 
the fnyftery. 

Mocha is uhder the authority of a governor, as the Tmaun, 
who unites the offices of high-prieft and king of Arabia Pelix, 
always refides at Sennaa, a city about ten days journey from 
Hence, delightfully fituated in a vallt^, with which ^s mowi- 
tainous country abounds. The l^tnrks have loft the influence 
which they formerly pofTefled in this kingddm. They feem 
content, at prefent, to receive their proptittion of the duties of 
the other provinces of Arabia, without "piretendtng to exert the 
arbitrary fway, which itiarks ihcir govetnmeht in the diftri6ts 
that are more immediately within the reach of thdr arms. There 
is one privilege that the Imattn claims here, which cuftom has 
rendered familiar to the fubgedls of a deipotic ftate, however op- 
preilive it may appear to the ideas of an European. He has 
an mdifputable property in all horfe-flefli. So that if a ftranger 
takes a liking to an horfe, it is df no «onfequence to whom 
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if beKmp, pi^dcd he be content ip pay the price^ which the 
governor may fix on it ip the name of his m^iAer. But the 
owner is &ldom tSKpoM to the mortification of being obiUgcd tp 
part with his propei:ty : the value of the beaft, however beavi- 
tifiii it mtjf be, fel4om proving in the leaft adequate to .thp price 
vAddti is demanded for it. 

, In their liories die chief jdeafure land pride of the Arabs 
ecodlft. Pampered to an lexcefs that renders them fitter for 
ihew dimi iife» tjiey ftand in the ftable, or are picketted at th? 
doors of their mftfters^ from oi^ £ibbath-day to another. But 
on i3iis fefttval, they are ^uiorned with a load of rich and un- 
wieldy f«im}ture» with which they parade the ftreets from 
fBtftmii^ to night : and they now receive the, only exercife which 
they are permitted t^ v»ke. The governor's ftud^ which confifts 
of a number of choice horfes^ are particularly drawn up. in the 
fquare before Ins houfe. They are oppofed to each other in 
fquadrons, and at the word of command, the riders fet off at 
full ;gallop, and as they pafs ^e^h other, dart the pike or i^ear 
with ^reat dexterity. 

We paid a ci^omary vifit to the governor on our landing, 
and found him to be a grave and elderly ixmi, mpager in hi3 
body, and ilovenly ,in his apparel. But with this unpromifing 
^pearanee* he has the ohafa^ler of b^ng a very, good and in- 
^eUigrat num.;, and much more inquifitive after the .manners and 
difcoveries of Eurc^an nations, than the generality of his coun- 
trymlctn. This peculiarity in his di^fition plainly evinces itfelf 
in the furniture of his audience chamber, which is ornamented 
with a :bro)Mn . figured clock, a French thermometer, and an 
£ngli(h quadrant. He received us very politely, and is a pro- 
iefied friend of the Englifli nation, whofe genius and fpirit he 
^ffi^s to admire. This piece of intelligence we obtained from 
•our refident h^e, who. at the fame time con^municated to us 
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an anecdote of his life, which is not unworthy of mention. It 
not only carries with it an evidence of the intriguing temper of 
the Arabs, but fets off to advantage the chara£ter of a man, 
to whom the Englifh are materially obliged. 

In the reign of the father of the ptefent king of Sennaa, this 
man was the vizier and favorite. So univerfally was his ad- 
miniftration approved oif» and &> necd&ry did the old king 
think him to die welfare of the ftate, that he recommended him 
on his death-bed to the proteftion of his fon, in • the moft 
eamefttferms. The prince was deeply impreKfed with achargje 
delivered to fiim at fo fcrfemn a moment, and promifed his fa- 
ther, io make the knowledge' and advice of the vizier the 
fole gtfidfes of his future life.' And to this promife he very 
feithfully adhered, {or iomc years after his acccflion to the 
throne. 

In the tourfe of this nmc, the young monarch liad formed in- 
conliderate 'attachments for courtiers Cff hitf owh age and difpofi- 
tion. Though this did not immediately interfere with the mi- 
nifter's influence in matters of government, it nevertheleis fug- 
gefted, to a difcerhing mind, the approaches of negledl: and dif- 
grace. To prevent the execution, thei^ore^ of what he confi- 
<iered ias inevitable, fhould he continue in his prefent office, he 
very wifely formed the refolution of retiring from court. A re- 
folution infpired by the foundeft philofbphy, wavered not un- 
til an opportunity offered to put it into pra6tice. 

One day when he was alone with the king, he took the Ii« 
berty to fpeak of the length of hisi fervices, and of the decline 
of his life. He touched modeftly upon his known affection, 
and zeal for the honor of his fovereign ; and befpoke his ma- 
jefty*s indulgence for the petition which he was about to prefer; 
He concluded with an^ humble defire, that he might be per- 
mitted to relign his truft to one, whofe faculties and health 
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Were more vigorous, and able to tranfaft the important affairs, 
in which he had been.fo long employed. The better to cover 
his deiign, he affe^ed ani inclination to vifit Mocha, where he 
purpofed to remain until his name was forgotten, and that time 
fliould weaken the malice of a fa£lion, wluch is the infeparable 
attendant of the bed adminiftration* It was not without reluc<- 
tance, that the king complied with this unexpefkd requefL 
He had a particuku: valq? and refpe^ for i^ minifter, and was 
i)6t.prq)ared to fon^a his fervices> although the latter had been 
artful enough to rewwpiciwi.jfbr his fucceffor, one of the chief 
fevorites of his matter. Tlifrftmggte, however, was of noiong 
continuance, t Tbe ku^s^ pH4e ^rv^. touched 9i the kJea of being 
at a lois for a iervaiait ^ 9nd 4)e.4iaftetied ta inveft the very foiforite 

who had been pomtcii ^a^t.to Mm, with the dignity of the abdi-- 
cated minifter. 

* 

But littk:4id/t|w^«imii^6tdfQ$^ ^ jbh* confeqtwnces^ (tf this 
refignation^ Little. did; he foi1^» that hip fuCceiior^wouU lay 
hokl of the wifik. whieh}*h0/h9d,<expfe(red to vifit 'Mocha, to 
load him ^gatni.mth the ca^es of government; where his ini- 
fiuence woiuld <be confidfffAbly; ilefTeneds thoijgh his dignity would 
appear } greater tlxan i befovew -No jSa(Hi9i; i had vth^ ^ew vizier 
pofT^Sbd Ittinfeif; of ihifi ofiic^^ * tban^ h& ^ wfts defc^wined to kt 
move for evcTi ib a virtuous aQ obferver of his adminiflra* 
tion. PoijRjn 'Oi; th6:iwon},i.jwas too dangerous an implement^ 
againft fuch a chara^er. He* had i;(courie to a remedy which 
wholly jmfwewd :^ nAfntimsr^ t»d^: by bUndiwg the eyes 
of his Jbvereig^, and.advmicsig the opinion; of his principles 
among the vulgar, muft;be held as a mafterpiece of courtly 
artifice. 

With the greateft s^peai^ce of wafmth, .thecefore^. he repre^ 
iented to: the king th« ooj^sf whklkiWpuld be rvfed againft: 
him> fhauld he fuH^r an old ftjcvant of hia fiad»r*s,. and the 
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guardian of his own youth, to vitit Mocha^ without bring 
tinguiflied by fbme public chara£ter. He then infinuated the 
lucky occafion which prefented itfelf, to reward hk iervkes 
with the government of that city. It was impc^bie to tufyc&^ 
the treachery of this advice ; and it is not wondesfiiU that the 
imonarch greedily took the bait. He that very dky forwarded a 
commiffion to Mocha, which the old man had the mortificaiioft 
to find^ on his arrival here. To^ him, however, the trick. wa& 
obvious. He readily dived into the fcheme of lus fuccefibr» who^ 
judging of others from himfelf, had taken an unneoeflkry ftcp 
to detach him from the vanity <^ court-favor. The vexation of 
the governor is not to be defcribed. But rather tiian diftiirb 
the peace of his matter with complaints, fae has the wtue to 
encounter the fatigues of bulinefs, though rcpci|;naiit to his inr- 
clinations ; and is content to live a voluntary exile from his na^ 
tive place, fecure of the affe^on of the people, and conidous 
of the efteem of the king. A king > who ftill oontmoes under 
the delufion of having pxltftrrsd a fifuthful fubfe^t, agreeably to 
his own choice. What a leflbn fliottld this be to the fovereigns 
of more enlightened nations f who may juftly apprehend the in- 
trigues of defigning men, when the refinements of party prevail 
within the narrow, fcope of Arabian politics ! 
' The women in Arabia are kept in much ftri€ter confinement^ 
than thofe of their religion in India. The females of rank are 
ihutup in their apartments, and never ftir abroad, except now 
and then, to accompany their huibands on an excarfion to the 
vallies. They are vailed at thefe times from headtp foot, and 
fent off upon horfeback under cover of the night. But this Am- 
ple recreation does not fall often to their lot. The civilized 
Arabs are, of all nations, the leaft inclined to action ; and it is 
to be fuppofed, th%t women born here, live and tlie, without 
ftirring odt of the walls of Mocha: fttch is the tax tiiat is laid 
9 on 
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on birth and greatnefs, even in the remote country of Arabia. 
How then can we be furprized at the vexations, which cloud the 
lives of the followers of a powerful court ? if female beauty be 
doomed to folitude in thefe rude parts, is not the liberty which 
is allowed it in more polifhed countries, too often the (burc^ of 
calamities more grievous than confinement^ of perfecutions 
more intolerable than the commands of an imperious mafter ? I 
doubt not, but there is many a toaft that blazes in the circle of 
St. James's, that fighs for the privilege of obfcurity, and would 
willingly hide the remains of a fliattered reputation in an Ara- 
bian feraglio ! 

To thofe of a lower degree, there is fome deviation permitted 
from the feverity of this cuftom. Though there are no public 
Hummums for the women to refort to as in Turkey, they are in- 
dulged with the freedom of vifiting their neighbors, when the 
dufk of the evening can ikreen their perfons from obfervation : 
for the thick vails in which their faces are buried, utterly pre- 
clude the poffibility of cUftinguifhing their features. We have 
met them ourfelves in the ftreets, and have conceived a favora- 
ble idea of their faces, from the fymmetry of their figures. 

Incontinence is held much more criminal among the fingle 
than married females. Though adultery is punifhed with a 
heavy fine, the feduflion of a virgin is attended by a more feri- 
ous corre&ion. In this they dififer from the laws of more en-* 
lightened kingdoms, where an. injury of this nature, is not only 
unpunifhable by any courfe of law, but the matter itfelf is treated 
in a very light manner. And here the character of the Arabian 
legiflator rifes far beyond the boafted policy of European ftates. 
To his juftice it is owing, that the deftru£tion of innocence is< 
held in fuch abhorrence ; and to his re6titude of thinking, that 
the mere accomplice of a lewd woman ihould encounter lefs ri- 
gorous treatment, than the mean betrayer of unexperienced fim- 
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plicity. How juft this obfcrvation may be, I iubmit with plea- 
fure to the decifioa of a lady, who can fo charitably diftinguifh 
between the follies and vices of her fex ; and who can feparate 
the errors of inexperience from the impulfes of a depraved in- 
clination ! 

We were furprized at the number of Chriftian renegadocs 
that refidc at Mocha. Not, that the apoftacy of men, who 
perhaps had no fenfe of religion until they profeffed Mahome- 
tanifm, could provoke our wonder ; but how their worldly inte-* 
refts could be advanced by the change. Reduced to a pitiful fub- 
fiftence, and held in deferved contempt by the natives, we (hould 
have furmifed their defe^lion to he merely the eflbfts of defpair ^ 
and that the fugitives from juftice alone, fought their fafety at this 
price, had not the example of a Greek pricft fomewhat ihaken 
our opinion. This prieft, by name Ananias, I remember to 
have heard mentioned in. Bengal, as a miracle of piety. And 
yet in the feventieth year of his age, did he publicly abjure the 
Chriftian religion, in the courfe of a pilgrimage to Mount Sinai« 
He was circumci&d, and received into the Mahometan church ; 
and, to crown the whole of this ftrange proceeding, was led about 
the city for three dayst, according to cuftom, mounted on ant 
afe, to receive the alma of the faithful, which every convert ia 
entitled to on his admifiton to their myfteries. This happened 
during our fliort ftay at Mocha ; and is one of the greatefl in<- 
ftances o£ the infirmity of human nature^ which has come within 
the fphere of my ob&rvation. 

ThQ CngU(h are the only nation who have a refident here » 
and this h but a late^ regulation. The Eaft India Company vfttp 
accuftomed to fend a ihip here every feafon ; but now the coffee 
is tranfported on country bottoms to Bombay, from whence our 
Indiamen convey it to Europe, By this plan they are ea(ed of 
a confiderable expence ; as the appointments of fupercargoes to 
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tfais'ftatidn^ dnd the heavy duties of this port^ muft hdve lefletltid 
the advantages which refult from this trade. No better means 
could have been devifed to ingratiate ourfelve^ with the native^, 
than the appointment of a refldent among them. It is & plea^ 
fure to me to add» that nothing Could have better enfured the 
end inview^ than the choice of the prefent gentleman who fills 
that pofl* His mild demeanor cdnnbt fail to engage the efteeih 
of the people; as his acknowledged abilites will le^d him to 
improve every occafion, to reftore this drooping branch of com- 
merce to its original value. Neither is the prefence of Mr. 
Horfeley at Mocha, of lefs moment to the irfterefts of travellers, 
who prefer this (hort cut to Europe, to the old track by the 
Cape of Good Hope. Hofpitality and politenefs are acceptable in 
all places, but doubly fo to the way-worn traveller, who the Icaft 
Qicpe6^s to meet with them in a remote and uncivilized region. 

I have annexed a view of the town and fuburbs of Mocha, 
which I took from our veflfel on the. day of our arrivalhere. 
There is a wall runs round the town, but there are no cannon 

« 

mounted on it, except a few on a battery towards the fea. The 
northern and fouthern extremities of the town are flanked by 
two caftles of a circular form, which are likewife ornamented 
with guns, and were meant as a defence to the place. How much 
thefe Arabian engineers were miftaken in their ideas of fortifica- 
tion, will clearly appear from a circumftance, which occurred 
here about fix or feven years ago, and will fet their pretentions 
to power in a proper light. 

•The captai/h of a trading veffel from India, was afhore at the 
Englifh faftory, and correfting a flave for fome fault or other, 
the boy ran away, and took refuge in an Arabian houfe, where 
fae was prevailed upon to become a Mahometan. In this country 
no Chriftian is permitted to keep a flave of this perfuafion. The 
boy availed himfelf of this privilege, and went aiiriQad again, 
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without any fear of his mafter's refentment. One day, how- 
ever, as he ventured to pafs the factory, he was obferved by the 
captain, whofe Englifh blood boiled with indignation at this 
feeming infult. Unheedful of his fituation, he gave way to a 
fudden impulfe of paffion, and ordered his fervants to feize the 
boy, and flog him feverely within the yard of the faftory. This 
raih action , could not efc^pQ noti(:e, and was attended by con- 
fequence^s y^rhich he little expend. The faftory was at that 
time uninhabited^ except by the fupercaf goes and captains during 
their ihort ftay here. It was not in the beft repair, and but Uttle 
calculated . to m^ke a defence. , The.m^b, which now gathered 
about lU eafily forced th^ gates ^ and not finding the object of 
their refefurch, whom they meant to have facrificed on the fpot, 
contented themfelves with. plundering his effedts. On the firft 
alarm, the captain wifely retreated to the terrace of the faftory ; 
and it was with no little jdifiiculty, that he efcaped along the 
ropfs of the boufe^to the fca-?fide,, where he immediately took a 
boat for his veffeL 

This difturbance was toa fudden to have been checked under 
the beft-regulated government; but, it might have been reme- 
died : fatisfadion might have been made to the fufferer, had the 
governor been inclined tio4o him juftice. A deaf par was turned 
to his remonftrances, and the captain was obliged to carry his 
complaint to Bon>bay : here, to the honour of the Britifli name, 
it was properly attended to. . The councils were . vigorous ; and 
two floops of war were diredtly fitted out for Mocha,^ to enforce 
redreis. They accordingly appealed before the town, with all 
the implements for a bombardment ; and a meflage was fent 
afliore, to advertife the governor of their errand. It is impof- 
fible to conceive the terror of the inhabitants at thefe tidings. 
They deferted the caftles„ which they had once confidered as im- 
pregnable, and were about to quit the city itfelf ^ but this the 

governor 


[ 13 ] 

governor prevented. He thought prc^r to comply with the 
demands, which were made in the name of the fufFerer, and 
fent off 4,000 dollars to the commodore of the expedition ; 
happy, to prefcrve the city from deftruftion, and to appeafe the 
refentment of the Englifh, at fo cheap a rate. And even the 
money to make good this payment, was raifed unjuftly, though 
it was to fatisfy a juft demand. The Banian, or Gentoo mer- 
chants who are fettled here, and tranfa£l all the bufinefs of the 
port, fell within the gripe of government on this occafion. They 
have aflured us more than once, that they were obliged to ad- 
vance the fum in queftion, for which they have not yet been 
fatisfied. It is neceflary to add, that this occurrence^ fo dif- 
graceful in its nature. Was antecedent to the adminiftration of 
the prefent governor 5 of whofe charafter I have had occafion to 
fpcak in the moft favorable terms. 

To thefe Banians we were obliged for a part of our amufe- 
ments at this place. There is a wood of date- trees, which ex- 
tends from the fouthern fuburbs of Mocha, for fome miles 
towards the inland mountains. There is no mark of cultivation 
in this neighborhood befides ; and in this wood, one of the 
principal Banians ' has a country feat. We have no conveyance 
here, except afles, on which we ride about for our diverfion. ^ In 
one of our excurfions we called at this feat, which is above 
three miles from the town, and on our way home, had an oppor- 
tunity of obferving a curious procefs in the vegetable world. 
It has already been taken notice of by naturalifts, but is too un* 
common to be known to readers of every clafs. The date-trees 
were now in bloffom ; and we remarked the Arabs to be bufied 
about the branches. It is neceflary to ingraft all fruit-trees, to 
obtain good fruit ; but the propagation of the date is in another 
manner, and intimately refcmbles that of the animal creation. 
There is a male as well as female date-tree, which are diftinguifhed 
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from each other by the color and Ihape of the bloflbms^ Tlic 
male tree yields no fruit ; but the gardener muft be carefiil, every 
fpring^ to cull as many bloflbms from the m&le» as will ibrve his 
purpofe. One of thefe at leaft he muft inWrap jind bind up in 
a bloffom of the female tree ; without which ffie will prove as 
barren as the male. The fingularity of this operation is height* 
ened by its being difcovered by a people, who are at prefent 
groflly ignorant of eveiy branch of naturSEil philofophy ♦. 

It is to our refident that I am indebted for an ingenious 
conjefture, relative to the barren coafts of Arabia Felix, with 
which I ftiall clofe my remarks on this celebrated territory. For 
the ipace of fifteen or fixteen miles from the beach, the land 
rifes on a gradual afcent towards the foot of the mountains. 
Here the fcene fuddcnly changes from a fandy waftc, to a ver- 
dant and fertile foil ; from a fcardty of palatable water, to a 
profufion of chryftal fprings and running ftreams. In this defart 
barrier there are found quantities of fliells, and other produftions 
of the ocean, which feem to have lain there for many ages : this, 
joitied to the (helving appearance of the ground, renders the idea 
very probable, that this traft of land has been won from the fea, by 
the fecret operations of nature. There is, indeed, no informa- 
tion to be gathered of this event, among a people whofe annals 
carry no perfpicuity with them, beyond the days of their prophets 
But the perpendicular fliores of the oppofite coaft of Africa, 
upon which the waters may have proportionably encroached, are 
an additional evidence in favor of this opinion. No ftranger, 
in traverfmg this ftiore, could poflibly conceive her right to the 


* There is little force in this compliment, when it is known that the Egyptians 
have fo far improved on this mode, as to plant only a male date-tree in the middle 
of many females. The wind fcattcrsthc male feed, which impregnates the female 
tree, without thcf trouble of the Arabian culture. 
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title of Happy. But place him in her middle regions, beneath her 
balm 'dropping woods, and amidft her delightful vales, where 
the fruits of every climate court his tafte, and the breezes of 
caffia refrelh his fcnfes, and he will pronounce, that (he juftly 
retains the flattering appellation with which (he was honored by 
theantients. 

On the 1 6th of April we had completed bur wood and water, 
and taken on board a iufficient flbck of provifion to ferve us on 
our paflage. We chearfuUy embaftk^d, therefore, on the Adven- 
ture, captain Bacon, and with an additional paflenger from India, 
fpread our fails for the long-wifli*d-.for port of Suez.^ For fome 
days we were flavored with a fair breeze^ and moderate weather : 
but the wind changed fuddenly to thfe northward, and began to 
blow with great violence againft us. The moon was now at the 
full, and we were to Ibok for a continuance of the gale. In 
narrow feas the waters are foon agitated ; and we experienced 
foch a difagreeable motibn, from the irtceffant working of the 
vefleU that foitie of my fellow-paflibngers were again confined to 
their cabbins. As for my 6v)<n part, I have had the good for- 
t»ne to be free from ficknefs during our tedious voyage, if I 
except an head->ach of four-days (landing, which Iconfider, in-- 
deed, as a natui'al infirmity. Our hopes were once more revived, 
fcom t^he wind's abating; We Were by this time in the latitude 
of Judda; and though the wind wasftill contrary, we made a 
fliift to creep on daily towards our^ defired port. Our greateft 
progrefs was from ten to twenty miles in. our way. We could 
not, with propriety, run more than thirty miles upon one tack ; 
and it was our cuftom to make one fhore about fun-fet, then to 
tack, and ftand for th^ oppo(ite fide, until day-break. 

We had beaten up in this manner, to the 24th degree of north 
latitude, and were within 150 leagues of Suez, when, in the 
aftemoQUL of the 6th of May, we difcovered breakers ahead. The 
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veffel's head was to the north-eaft, and the captain judged hiiri- 
felf, from his journal^ to be in mid-channel. It may be fup« 
pofed, therefore, that this circumftance much alarmed us, as 
nothing but a ftrong eafterly current, could have thrown us 
among the rocks and fhoals, with which this part of the Arabian 
coaft abounds. Nor were our fears without foundation. The 
weather had been fo hazy all day, that we could fcarcely fee two 
leagues diftance. The veffel had been put about at the alarm 
before recited, and we were failing with great fecurity towards 
the open fea, when the departing fun warned us of the de- 
ftru£tion on which we were running. The fky cleared up for a 
moment as the fun fet, and prefented to our view, a line of 
rocks and (hoals immediately before us, and on which, iii a 
quarter of an hour, we muft have ftruck, had not Providence, 
in this unexpedted manner, delivered us from the ravenous deep. 
The moft experienced among us were appalled at this fight. We 
had breakers to the northward and weftward of us, and an un- 
known coaft to the caft. The wind fortunately favoring the 
only fefe courfe which was now left us, the veffel wore and 
ftood to the foutbward i her two boats being fent a mile ahead to 
lead the way. In this manner we proceeded until midnight, 
when one of the boats fired a gun, as a fignal of diftrefs. Our 
fidls were backed on this alarm ; and the boat prefently bore 
down to inform us, that (he heard the furf break clofe to her, 
and that there was no ground with fifty fathom of line. Our 
danger now became prcfling^ We were expofed to impending 
deftru6fcion while ihe veffel was in motion, and there was no 
probability of finding anchorage for her on this coaft. 

In this dilemma the iipffel's head was put towards the Ismd. 
The weather happily continued moderate, and we made a fhift 
to ftper clear of the perils that encircled us, though not with- 
QMt frequent alarms. So defperate did our fituation appear, fo 
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£q^ wisre tibe chances of fiiety^ that about two in the morning 
I retired to n^:€^biny and fecinred what little money and va- 
iuabks I CQuld conveniently carry about me. I loaded my piX^ 
tols^. and took out a packet of confequence from my cheft^ which 
I kopt 1^ me^ in' expectation of the vefTers ftriking on the rocks. 
In c4f^ of fuch an aocldent^ we were only to tnift to our boats 
lor our doliverancd. This we had learnt from the ca]>tain: 
and ofiicers of thfe fnow Aurora, which was wrecked on this 
pait of the coaft^ not fix months preceding our arrival. We 
met them at Mocha on their iceturn to India ; and were advifed 
of the particulars of their difafter, which doubled our appre- 
henfions at the jtreient crifis^ Thd AiirOra had been {landing, 
like us^ for theAmbian coaft^ and.jvift before day-break, flie 
ftruck, without the leaft warning, on a funken rock. By the 
violence of the wind, (he was driven fo far upon the rock, as to 
bulge her bows, while at her ftern no ground was to be found with 
ninety fathom of line. It was impoflible that the veflel could 
hold long together in this pofition ; and the captain and crew 
had fcarcely time to t^e to their boats, when ihe feparated and 
went down. There was an idand in view, to which they made, 
and which would have preferved them from fliipwreck, had the 
day broke but half an hour focmer. But we were at length re- 
lieved from our perplexity. With conftant founding we hit 
upon a narrow bank in fifty fathom, and joyfully dropped an 
anchor at four in the morning. There was no ground, however, 
to be found by the ^ boats, that founded round the veflel. The 
bottom was rocky ; and fhould the wind freihen, there was little 
dependance to be placed upon our anchor. Our fatisfaftion 
confequently was imperfedl and precarious. 

The light, which' had been^ fo long €xpe£ied, now dawned> a^d 
enabled us at leaft; to difcover the dangers that lurked around 
us. As the Xun rofe. oyer the coaftv we plainly difcerned the 
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moontain» of Arabia ; and to the ^endor of that gTorious Ixr^ 
minary, we were once more indebted for a gleam of bope» to 
revive our drooping fpiritsv We haftened therefore to take ad- 
vantage of this intelligence. We weighed our anch€)r, with as 
nrach expedition as the depth of water would admit of» and were 
rejoiced to get it fafe on board again. Our eourfe was ftill^ di-- 
ttditd towards the land, which was often obicured by^ the mifts 
which hung over it. About noon we were dofc enough t4> dif- 
tinguiih a large town, which, from our charts, we concluded to 
be Yamba. To this town we attempted to get. After various 
intricate traverfes, as the channel between the fands and rocks 
occafioned, we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, without 
which there is no ground, though tlie boats founded at the edge 
of the ihoals. 

And now did we heartily congnrtulate ourfelves on the con- 
clufion of our troubles. We had heard at Mocha of the hof- 
pitality of this port, from the very pcrfons- who had owed to the 
inhabitants, their life and freedom. Captain Adams, and the 
furvivors of the fnow Aurora before mentioned, had been re- 
leafed by the governor of Yambo from the hands of the wild 
Arabs. Thefe banditti had fdzed theni, on their reaching the 
continent in their boat, ftripped them of their doaths, and 
brought them here with a view of felling them. Not content 
with this ad of humanity, he had famifhed them with camels, 
and generoufly fupplied them with money and neceflaries to carry 
them to Judda, where they were certain of fincting Englifb 
veflfels. Nay, the very commerce that is carnied on between the 
Englifh and the inhabitants of Judda, which^. as well as Yamboy 
is fubje£^ to the Xerif of Mecca, difpdiled any doubt which might 
^fe concermng the good faith of thefe people* We knew that 
there were feveral Englifh veffels at Judda at the very time. We 
had landed a confiderable fum of money iit Mocha, which was a 
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prefent from the nabob of the Carnatic to the temple of Mecca ; 
and we doubted not of meeting with the moft favorable treats 
ment at a place, which is in the neighborhood of Medina* 
How dim is the perception of mortals ! What avails their boafted 
iagacity ! Their funds of lettered knowledge ! Their idle dreams 
of fecurity ! What appears the moft reconcileable to their judge- 
ment, turns out in the experiment, to have been trufted without 
caufe^ and embraced without the evidence of conviction ! 

I have been the more particular in recapitulating the circum- 
ftances, on which we built a confidence in thefe people, as 
there are not wanting perfbns, idle and malicious enough, to 
condemn even the fteps, by which their fellow-creatures have 
entailed mifery and deftru6^ion upon themfelves. The captain 
would have been cenfured for bringing his veflel into an un- 
civilized port, and the credulity of the paflengers held up in a 
ridiculous light, for trufting themfelves among a favage tribe^ 
unverfed in the tender offices of humanity, and unreffarained by 
the laws of focial life. And to fuch this recital will be of ufe« 
While the generous breaft fhall plead our caufe, and make al- 
lowances for the frailty of our natures, thofe worfe than Arab 
Spirits fhall be robbed of the enjoyment of their fpleen, and of 
liberty to pafs fentence upon us, unheard. Entangled in a chain 
of fands and rocks, without a correA chart to dire£l us, or a 
feaman on board acquainted ynih the path of fafety, there re- 
mained no alternative but to enter a port, that feemed to open 
her friendly arms for our relief% We were certain there were 
pilots here who could coriduft us to 5uez ; and to efcape fhip- 
wreck at fea,'neceffity would have obliged us to hazard flaughter 
afhore, even had we not been taught to look for the moft hof- 
pitable reception. It will appear in the courfe of this narrative, 
that had we not confidercd the veffers fafety prior to our own^ 
our lives had probably never been endangered, and we had 
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cicapcd a fund of trouble and d]i!|metiidi» But to our Ig^ 
norance of the Arabian policy muft our conduft be attributed^ 
and that oppofition, which brought us to the brink of de^* 
ftru^lion. 

As the adventures which bcfel us in this place^ Were, eithar im* 
mediately committed to paper, or as foon as I could regain a 
communication with the pen, I will beg leave tadeviate from the 
mode which I have hitherto obferved^ and keq) i diaty of our 
future tranfaftions. A tale of diftrefs is not only more iatereft- 
ing when thus divided, but more capable of Ipirit and accuracy. 
I afk not the colours of fi&ion to heighten a pi£ture, which 
cannot fail to aifefl, when reprefented by the fimpleft touches 
of nature I 

WEDNE SD AY, 7th May 1777. 

On the afternoon of this day we anchored at the entrance of 
Yambo harbor. We had fcarcely taken a view of the town: 
through our glaffcs, when we perceived a boat rowing towards 
us, which brought on board an Arab of a venerable and pleaiing; 
alpeft. His appearance befpoke him of no x:ommon ranl^ and 
we prefently found that he was a Shaik,.and one of the xnemberst 
of government. This perfbnage was charged with, the compli*-r 
Aents of the governor, or as he is here ftyled, the Vizier of Yambo^, 
and his coi^atulationson our arrival in a port^ where we fhould 
want for nothing that was in his power tx) afford. Refrefhments> 
we were in little need of. But our fpirits were elated with the 
proffer of a pilot, which the vizii^ juflly divined to be the mo-* 
live of our errand. 

In a few xninutes a fecond boat reached our veflel, from* 
which afcendcd an Abyffinian flave, handfomely cloathed and 
armed after the fafhion of the country. He proved to be one of 

the 


^ vizier's guai^ and came with an invitation from Ms mafter, 
to favor him. with our company on ihore. We were much taken 
with the freedom of thefe peopled behavior.; and though they 
acknowledged to bs^ that no European vefTel had put into their 
port before, we entertained no diftruO: of their fincerity, and 
reactily promifed to take advantage of the vizier's politenefs* 
There were feverai of U5 in the (hip who talked the Moor Ian- 
g^agp^ and were equally deceived by the old fhaik, who was a 
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Patan, and underftood it perfeftly. He converted with (Iich 
eafe and gravity of face, that the eye of fufpicion might have* 
been lulled afleep^ and age itfelf relaxed of its feverity of opinion. 

After regaling them with coffee and tea, of which they wil- 
lingly panook, we difmiffed them with advice of our intentions 
to go on ftiore in the morning,. The preliminaries were adjufied j, 
and we agreed to falute the fort at fun-rife, when, tl^efc mefien^ 
gers promifed to come on board for us^ 

THURSDAY, gth Matt. 

I was awakened this morning by the veflel-s iaiute^ which 
was irregularly returned by the fort. As fbon as breakfaft was» 
over, I went into the long-boat with the captain,, two fupercar- 
gdcs, our interpreter,, and three paffengers, who are bound for 
England as well as myfelf. We were accompanfed; by our fer- 
vants in a fifher-boat, and about the middle of the harbor,, were^ 
met by the old 0iaik, the Abyliinian, and others of the vizier's 
train, who had been fent to c(mdu6t us aihore. As we pafled a« 
decayed caftle on an angle of the fort, ^ very laughable, incident 
occurred* A gun was fired from thence to welcome us to. Yam- 
bo ; but fuch a quantity of rubbiih. fell down from, the- (hock,^ 
and fuch a duft obfcured t\Le place,^ as immediately interrupted 
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tthc falutc, and induced the garrifon to conftdt their own fafcty, 
by an omiffion of the compUment intended us.' Indeed^ fo 
ruinous an appearance did the walls and buildings of this town 
exhibit, which had not probably been repaired fince the days of 
Mahomet, that our contempt of it increafed to a degree, that 
would have ridiculed the idea of danger. At our landing we 
were met by fome officers of the vizier's houfhoid, and ufhered 
in great ftate to an apartment by the fea-iide. Here were alTem- 
bled fundiy of the principal inhabitants, who' were feated on 
carpets, agreeably to the oriental cuftom. There were chairs 
provided for our reception, and we were ferved with coffee and 
perfumes. 

After an hour's delay, at which we were fbmewhat furprized, 
but have fince been able to account for, the vizier fent to ac- 
quaint us of his being ready to fee us. We were accordingly at- 
tended in the fame manner as before, to a building within the 
fort, and introduced to this minifter. He received us fitting ; 
it being unufual with the Arabs to rife up^ to falute thofe of an 
inferior rank. We advanced however, towards him, by the di- 
redion of our interpreter ; on which he put his right band to 
his breaft with a flight inclination of his head, and gave it to 
each of us, as a token of his amity. Of all the Mufliilmen 
whom I have yet feen, the vizier of Yambo is the faireft. With- 
out the mixture of red and white, that diftinguiflies Europeans 
from Afiatics, his complexion did not yield to any of our copi- 
pany. His eyes black and fparkling ; his nofe aquiline, and his 
countenance expreffive of great fweetnefs and fenfitnlity. He 
feemed to be between thirty and forty years of age, and was not 
. the leaft embarraffed by the prefence of ftrangers, whom he only 
knew by report. We had been furprized at the deportment of 
the vizier's fervants yefterday. But that was a fcene of little 
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akimiration, when compared with the audience we now obtained. 
The impreffion will never be effaced from my mind. The 
powers of Garrick would, if poflible, fall (hort, to fupport the 
countenance and addrefs of the vizier during an interview of 
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two hours, in which fuch complicated deceit and villainy were 
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uled, as throw the croo](:ed politics pf M achiavel far behind f 

After the firft ceremonies were over, and the coffee and per- 
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fumes brought in, the vizier repeated his offers of afliftance. 
He profeffed a great refpedl: for the Englifh nation, and a regard 
for the nabob of Arcot — in whofe fervice the captain had de- 
^red himfelf — ^for his generous attention to the poor of Mecca. 
He flattered us with the profpe6t of getting ealily to Suez r 
and as we were in want of a pilot, he fent for the captain of the 
port, to examine him In our prefence, touching our future paf-^ 
iage. Nothing could be more plaufible than this behavior; 
We were profiife in our acknowledgments of the miniiler's 
goodnefs, and little imagined that the man who was (ummoned 
before us, had been tutored for the purpofe, during our flay at 
the fhaik's houfe«. 

In a fhort time this officer appeared, and was queftioned by 
the vizier himfelf on the certainty and length of our voyage to 
Suez. The particulars of this converfation were conveyed to 
us by our interpreter, who flood between them. It had long- 
been our fear, that the foutherly winds were exhaufled, and 
that the northerly monfoon was about to fet in ; which would* 
inevitably prevent our further progrefe. And it was on thefe 
points that the pilot infifled. He expreffed his doubts of 
making the pafTage,. and his apprehenfions of endlangering an* 
Englifh vefiel ^ the confequence of which he could not anfwer. 
At length he pofitively declined the undertaking, as hazardous- 
and impradicable. Much argument did the vizier ufe to render 
him compliant.. He threw out the lure of the reward, which* 
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his fucc^fs would entire hi^i to ; an4 t^m affe^ed to 1^. (bpcktdr. 
at his prefumptiOTL and pufillanimity. Hfi Ijuboiitted th« vatt'ea 
to ourfclvcs, and offered, if wc pleafed^ to fend the pilot in 
irons on board our veflel. To this violent^ ifc may be fuppo&d^ 
we univerfally diflcnted j 4t the fanae time that we declared our 
fenfe of this m^rk of the minifter's friendfliip> Thft hiaad. pilot; 
was therefore difmiffed^ and another feftt fw, whoin: the. yJzier 
pretended to judge would be more tradable. But with hii^: 
we had no better fuccefs. He was equally backward with the 
former^ to take charge of the veflel ;. and qjftex much futife per^^ 
fuaiion, the minift^ tjurned round to us in iteming. troubki.and> 
cxpreffed his regret at, our bad fortune. 

The captaiii noyr totally abandoned all thouglits. of proceedings 
further; and was content with the promife. of a.pHot to.c^ny' 
him to Judda ; the port to which the ihip was ordered^, in cafe 
<^f the lofs of her paffage to Suez. The travellers deftined for 
Europe, now preferred their petition. We. reiqiiefted a.boat, to. 
tranfpprt us to Suez with our baggage ; and informed the vizier 
-of our being feverally charged with packets for the Eaft India 
Company, both ffom the nabob of Arcot and the. governor of 
Madras. To this he gave a gracious. aflentj and; the pilot en* 
gaged to fit out a boat for us in five days. Nay, the price of his 
trouble was fixed at 50 dollars, which apparently exceeded his ex- 
pe<5^ations. Our conference had been fpun out to a great length, 
and a^ our bufinefs was dijCpatchcd, we made a modon to retire. 
It was our intention to have repaired immediately to the. veflel, 
where dinner was provided : but the vizier acquainted us at our 
departure, that he had direAed refrefhments to be prepared for 
us at the (haik's houfe, of which he hoped we would partake. 
As the. day was pretty far advanced, and *we travellers were 
anxious to adjuft the particulars of our voyage, with the piSot^ 
we unwittingly fwallowed the bait wiiich was thrown out for 
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vts, and returned with the told ihaik to his houfe^ little dreaming 
that it would become the theatre of our troubles ! 

On a candid review of the foregoing fcene, even on the very 
day it occurred, I cannot charge my memory with a (ingle ch*- 
cumftance» by which the iincerity of the vizier was liable to 
fufpicion. So well was the plot laid^ with fuch addreis did the 
piincipal charadlers conduct *themielves, that never fi^ion ib 
happily afluiued the air of truth. The flighted alarm would 
probably have prevented the confequences which enfued, as 
none of us imagine the fliaik or his attendants were authorized 
to oppofe our -departure, had we made an «ffi)rt to regain our 
boat, inftead of returning to the houfe of our c<Hidu£lor. But 
we were lulled into a fecurity, that was particularly ftrength- 
ened on the part of us travellers, from an inform^pn which 
the vizier gave us. Two Englifli gentlemen had been recom- 
mended to his good offices by the Xerif his mafter i and he ha4. 
difpatched them with a packet to Suez, but a few days before, 
our arrival. This circumftance encouraged our hopes. We 
conceived the packet to be the fame,, which a captain Dibdin 
was charged with from the ufurped adminiftration at Madras ; 
and we were emulous of not being outftripped in a race, where 
we contended without reproach. 

We had not been half an hour at the ihaik's houfe, when 
a mefienger came to fummon our interpreter to the vizier's 
prefence. This man was an Arab by birth, and had performed 
a pilgrimage to Mecca ; an a£t of devotion which every true 
MulTulman undertakes, either in perfon or by proxy, before he 
dies. From this he had obtained the title of Hadgy. He was a 
jhrewd fenfible fellow, and proved of infinite fervice to us in the 
fequel, by letting us into the defigns of his countrymen. He 
returned after a fliort abience, with evident marks of fur* 
prize in his countei^ancci which foon communicated itfelf to 
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otrr breads, by the iheffagc he brought. It imported, that the 
vizier could render us no afliftance, until he received an order 
from the Xerif of Mecca concerning us ; and that it would be 
advifeable for the captain to direct the officer on board, to 
bring the veiTel into the harbor. Such a contradiflion in his 
condu6): immediately opened our ey^s to the wrong that was in- 
tended us ; and we began to think of the bell method to ex- 
tricate ourfclves from the fnare we had fallen into. A retreat to 
our boat naturally fuggefted itfelf : but our deliberations wer& 
feon interrupted, by one of the company obferving from a win- 
dow, that there was a guard upon the houfe. To be certified 
of this, I walked through an area that led to the gateway, 
which I found befet by a troop of foldiers. There was now no- 
thing left us, but to put the bcft face on the matter. We fent 
the interpreter back to the vizier, with expoftulations on the 
duplicity of his behavior. We reminded him of our having 
come adiore at his own mvitation ; and that he could not de- 
tain us, without a violation of the law of nations, and of hof- 
pitality : for a regard to which the Arabs were univerfally cele- 
brated. We demanded, what bufinefs he or his mafter could 
have with a veffel which had not entered their port, and was in 
want of nothing but a pilot, which it was at their option to 
afford her. We obferved the odium that would attend fuch pro- 
ceedings towai'ds the property of a prince, to whom the Xerif was 
fo much indebted, both in refpeft to the commerce which he 
carried on with the port of Judda, and the very valuable prefent 
that our veiTel had brought for the temple of Mecca. Finally, 
we warned him,, not to ofier any infult to the Britifh flag, which 
the moft barbarous nations had been taught to refyedc. The 
interpreter was likewife charged to demand an audience for the 
captain, that he might argue the matter with the vizier; But 
this effort was unfuccefsful. The poor fellow came back with a 
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long face, and brought a ftridl injunftion to the captain, to or- 
der the veffel into the harbor, and a defire that we would make 
ourfelves eafy, until the orders refpeding us arrived, which 
would be in fix days at furtheft. The captain's fuit was declined, 
on pretence of the vizier's being engaged with company. 

We now confulted upon the fteps to be taken in this exi- 
gency. Our junction with the fhip was infallibly cut off. The 
mariners who had been left to take care of the boat, had by this 
time, been fent to the place of our confinement. From them 
we learnt, that our boat was carried to an unknown part, at 
the moment of their feizure. Our own detention was confe- 
quently confirmed, and the efcape of the veffel from the hands 
pf thefe robbers — for fuch we regarded them— was the point 
to which we turned our views. Indeed, we confidcred her as the 
anchor by which our li^es were held. It was impoflible to 
anfwer for the forbearance or humanity of people, who had 
broken through the moft facred precept of their religion, in 
their treatment of us, (hould they once get the veffel into their 
poffeflion, by whofe means alone the circumftances of our de- 
tention could be brought to light. With our concurrence th'ere-^ 
ibre, the captain wrote a pofitive order to his chief mate, t6 
weigh ot flip his anchoi* with the firft favorable wind, make the 
befit of his ^ay to /udda, and there communicate our ftory 
to tfie* captains* of the fingliih veffels.' And even this fcheme 
appeared t6 us by no itieans as fafe or feafibie. The veffel lay 
in a narrow channel; with fhoals and breakers on each fide of 
her; and the northerly winds prevailed the ^reateft part of the 
dky, which obftrufled her departure. Add to this, that her paf- 
fage to Judda Was dangerous withotkt a pilot ; to the chance of 
procuring which, the officer muft have trufted to the coafting 
boats. But all obftacks funk under the preffure of ntfceflrty.' The 
captain and fupercargoes were more particularly interefted in the 
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prefervation of the veflfel and cargo ; and among, the valuables that 
the pafTengers had on boards I chiefly confidered a packet, which, 
a noble friend * had enti'ufted to a fellow-traveller and myfelf. 
We were, perhaps, fingular in our concern, for fome moveable or 
other. But we were unanimous in our defire, that the. veflel 
which contained it, fhould get beyond the reach of thefe fpoilers. 
While our interpreter was difpatched with this letter to the 
vizier, to give a very oppofite explanation of the contents, 
which their utter ignorance of our language enabled him to do 
with fecurity, we fate down upon a carpet, to partake of a fru- 
gal meal which the old fhaik bad fet before us. It coniifted of 
ftewed mutton, garnifhed with raw onions.. Flat cakes of flour 
were our plates, and our fingers flood us in lieu of knives and 
forks. Notwithftanding the agitation of our minds, and this, 
unufual method of eating, we made a fhift to clear the difh in a, 
few minutes, to the no fmall admiration of the fhaik and his at- 
tendents. The natives of Arabia are very temperate in their 
diet ; and though we found that the lower clafs would drink 
fpirituous liquors to excefs, we have reafon to believe^ that 
the better fort generally adhere to the precept of the Alcoran, 
ifvhich forbids the ufe of them. Pure water is their common 
dn^ught, and with this we were obliged to crown our meal. 

Our watches had advifed us of its being pafl five o'clock^ when 
the interpreter returned with an order to the fhaik, to fend a boat 
off with the letter. It now occurred to us, that the captain 
had better proffer himfelf to execute the vizier's pleafure. His 
efc^pd would have proved an additional fecurity to the veffel j 
and though we almofl defpaired of fuccefs, we omitted not oiu: 
endeavors to carry ^s point. The captain and the two fuper- 
cargoes were feparately propofed to be the bearer of the orders 1 
but all that we could obtain, in the courfe of two hours fblici* 

* The right honorable Lprd Pigot. 
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tation, was leave for a fcrvant to go off with the letter. It was 
now near eight o'clock, and we had the further mortifica* 
tion> to be kept in fufpence an hour longer, before the boat was 
ready. We felt for the fituation of the officers on boards who 
had expe£bed our return to dinner, and had received no intelli- 
gence from us fisice we had been afhore. We knew not what 
deiigns might be concerting againft the vefiel, which lay within 
half a mile of the coaft ; and until the officers aboard were cau- 
tioned of the danger, our general fate was undetermined. Night 
had thrown her fable curtains around us, and treachery and ftrata- 
gem, which (huitthe light, might now be bufy for ourde(lru6tion« 
We were entangled in thofe toils, with which the dauntlefs lion 
ftruggles in vain. The pale glimmering of a lamp ferved jufb 
to afford us a fight of each other, and the pofture of a part of 
eur guard, who had civilly intruded themfelves into the room, 
where gentlemen, fervants, and mariners, to the number of twen- 
ty, were crouded together. The fea furrounded three fides of our 
prifon, and the other was fecured by a ftrong body, armed with 
matchlocks,, .piftols, .and fabres .. Though it afterwards appeared, 
diat our fituation could^be more alarming than at this period, 
I. (hould think fuch another hour dearly purchafed virith the 
wealth of the eaiL. I can truly affirm, that when death feemed 
unavoidable^ when the miniilers of vengeance ftood ready to 
perform its mandate, my thoughts were more collected, and my 
refoludon more confirmed. So preferable is the knowledge of the 
worft which can befall us, to a ftate of uncertainty ! 

But our. minds were at length relieved by the arrival of the 
boat, which took our fervant from the window of our apart* 
ment. . A defperate fcheme now fuggefted itfelf for our efcape, 
but was r^e<fted, on a conviftion of its folly. There was a guard . 
in the. boat as well as in our room i and we had obferved ibl-; 
diers planted on the walls^ , as fples upon our motions. To have 
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tegained our fwords, the only weapons we had brought afhoi^, 
we nrUft have betrayed our defign. To make the attempt mi- 
armed, would have been worfe than madnefs. We therefore con- 
tented ourfelves with adding verbal inftruflions to the fervant, for 
the officer's pofitive departure, and prepared to take thaj repofe, 
which the circumftances we were under, might allow of. But 
here, we reckoned without our hoftr Sleep and we were not 
fo near, as we expelled. The boat had not long left us, when 
we obferved fome of the domeftics remove the carpets, which 
had been fpread for our beds. We had not time to indulge our 
conjeflures on this incident, when the old fhaiic appeared, and 
with much apparent concern acquainted us, that it was the 
vizier's order, we (hould be confined in an upper apartment 
of the houfe during the night. The place to which he pointed, 
was a tower, againft which our vciy natures revolted. The or- 
der itfelf had a black appearance j and though it turned out to 
be only meant for the better fecuring our perfons, it is no 
wonder that fome among us fhould attribute it to be a projeft, 
for the readier perpetration of their villainous purpofes. In 
fliort, it was agreed upon to oppofe the execution of this order 
to the utmoft ; and tliough aftual refiftance was equally vain 
and hopelefs, we found the good effefts of not tamely fubmitting 
to this indignity. The ftiaik was charged to tell, the vizier, 
that we -would not go to the dimgeon allotted us, unlefs com- 
pelled by force of arms; and again to warn him of treating us 
harfhly. And this commiflion was fo faithfully executed, that in 
about an hour, our carpets were returned to us, and we were 
delivered from further perfecution for the prefent. 

Our fpiritar were much raifed by the fuccefs of this meafure ;• 
and we began to entertain hopes that no violence was intended 
us. Our late diftrefs became the fubjeft of mirth j and we af- 
fefted to regret, that our ftory would not be enriched with the 
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adventure of the round tower. We betook outfelves, without 
repining^ to our humble lodging, on the ground ; and I enjoyed 
a very comfortable nap until day-break, although my noftrils, 
were plentifully regaled with the fumes of tobacco, from tl» 
pipe of one of our guard> who had taken poft in the feat of ^ 
Window above me» 


FRIDAY, 9th May. 

When I awoke this morning, I found our fervant had re^ 
turned, with an anfwer from the chief mate ; which expreffcd 
his concern for our fituationy and his intention to get away 
with the firft favorable wind, agreeably to the captain's direc-* 
tions. This was very pleaflng imetligence ; and we drank the' 
coffee which was now brought us, without complaining of its 
being unpalatable. The Arabs never adulterate their coffee with 
fugar or milk. Thefe are quite an European addition ; as is^ 
the cafe likewife with refpeft to tea, which is drank pure in 
China. I muft acknowledge, that I prefer our metliod of pre-» 
paring thefe articles of luxury ; but were we to ufe tea and 
coffee in fuch quantities as the natives of thofe countries, we 
fliould neither find them pleafant nor falutary, when mixed 
with other ingredients. There is fcarce an hour pafles in the 
day, that coffee is not ferved up here ; and their coloons, or 
pipes, are never from their mouthsy but when they are at meals 
or afleep. 

Our attention was engaged the whole morning towards our 
veffel, which we could fee very plainly from the windows of 
our apartment. The wind began to blow from the northward ac- 
cording to cuflom, and before noon encreafed with fuch vio-.- 
lence, as not only to cut off the poffibility of her departure,^ but 
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even to alarm us for her fafety ; as flfc rode without the har- 
bor, and lay expofed to all the fury of the fea and weather. 
We now plotted for the recovery of our boat ; the abfence of 
which, with the prime part of her crew, might occasion the lofs 
of the veflel, in cafe of her parting her cable. For this purpofe 
we difpatched our interpreter to the vizier, who was entrufted 
to exprefs to him our doubts of the officer's obedience. We 
remarked that the wind blew into the harbor^ and the veflel had 
made no motion to weigh her anchor and ftand in ; and we at- 
tributed the officer's backwardnefs to his lenteitaining a notion^ 
that the orders which he had received, had been extorted from 
us. As a means, therefore, of iatisfying him, we propofed that 
the vizier would permit our boat and mariners to go on boards 
with a fecond order from the captain, and a declaration of our 
having done nothing by compulfion. At the fame time we in- 
finuated, diat the fight of our boat and people would overcome 
any fcruples, which the officer might have harbored in his 

breafl. 

The whole day was fpent in this negotiation, and we began 
to think it would prove fruitlef$, when this crafty, minifter was 
foiled at his own weapons, and allowed himfelf to be egregioufly 
duped. An Arab boat with a guard, however, was ordered to 
accompany ourd ; and the captain wrote a fecond letter to the 
officer, conjuring him to depart by the firft opportunity^ and 
to detain the fhip's boat, and return our fervant on the other. 
He alfo directed lum to appear enraged at the contents of the 
letter, and to declare to the Arabs that he would fail at day- 
break. We took this opportunity to fend on board for a fhift 
x>r two of linen; a convenience which we had been two days 
debarred of, and which, in other circumftances, would have been 
fufficiently diffareffing in a warm jdimate. I had feveral valuables 
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about mc ; but I had not a thought of prcferving any thing from 
pillage, except the pidure of a dear fifter, which I had worn 
for many years about my neck. JFrom this bofom-friend did I 
now refolve to part; and the moft fenfible pang which I en- 
dured in our captivity, was at the moment of my delivering this 
pi£hire into the hands of the fervant, who was going off to the 
veffel. I was afhamed of my weaknefs, and retired to a window 
in order to conceal a tear, which rofe in my own defpite, from 
the fountain of afFeftion ! 

We were entertained by our hofpitable fliaik with a dinner, 
fimilar to that of yefterday ; with the addition however of water- 
melons, which are much larger and finer here than in India/ 
It is but doing him juflice to fay, that he has behaved to us with 
the greateft civility and attention i infomuch, that our food is 
frequently ferved up with his own hands. We were inquifitive 
about the vizier's intentions, but could get nothing out of the 
old man, except exhortations to patience, and hopes of a fpeedy 
anfwer from Mecca. The fufpcnce we live in, is the greateft 
hardfhip which we labor under. In other refpefts, our fitua* 
tion is as comfortable as prifon^rs could expqft. Our very 
guard are as civil as their manners will admit of; and though 
their prefence is troublefome enough, we have hitherto met vnth 
none of thofe infults, which the petty tyrants of our own coun- 
try are fo apt to cxercife over the poor wretches in their cuf- 
tody. Though we have fallen into the hands of an arbitrary 
government, we have not become the prey of its fervile and un- 
feeling inftruments. 

About nine o'clock at night we were advertized of the return 
of the Arab boat, but without our fervant or linen ; the Arabs 
having been fo intimidated at the officer's affectation of anger, as 
to leave the veffel with precipitation. This news was commu- 
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nicated to us by our hoft, who feeined much flirprized at the 
prefumption of the officer towards his captain, which he could 
by no means reconcile to his own ideas of fubordination to his 
fuperiors. Our only concern was the want of the linen, and 
fome liquors that we had fent for. But we confoled ourfelves 
with the thoughts of procuring them in the morning by fome acci- 
dent or other ; and in the mean time compofed ourfelves to reft. 

SATURDAY, loth May. 

The laft night was palTed in the fame manner as the firft, except 
that we were lefs crouded, by the departure of our boat's crew > 
a circumftance not immaterial iivan hot climate^ where our apart- 
ment did not meafure more than fixteen feet by ten. I rofe be- 
fore day-break, and going out on a fmall terrace bounded by the 
fea, for the benefit of the morning air, was furprized at the 
found of female voices, which fccmed at no great diftance. I 
looked up, and found it to proceed from the windows above me ; 
the lattices of which were now open, and filled with women* 
Thefe were m^nbers o( the old (haik's family, and I little ima- 
gined that we could meet with fuch treatment in the neighbor- 
hood of a ieraglio. We had accefs to but one room in this man- 
fion } the upper part of which was confccrated to beauty, under 
equal refiraint with ourfelves. Had we been pofiefied of the 
true fpirit of chivalry, we Ihould have gloried in our fate, that 
enabled us to wear the fame chains that enflaved the fair;; 
and, regardlefs of our own deftiny, we fhould only have refolved 
how to deliver thefe captive damfels from their enchanted caftle. 
But alas ! there was no Quixote among us ; and we fhall remain 
as a fignal inftance of the degeneracy of thefe latter times. 

I l^ened attentively to thefe females^, who were very eameftly 
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lengaged f and though I am a ftranger to the Arabic language^ t 
judged from the motions which they made ufe of, that we wcrfe 
the fubjefls of their difcourfe. I even flattered myfelf, that they 
were touched with pity at our.lituation, from the tones of their 
voices at certain intervals ; and, though the romantic notions I 
entertain of the general tendemefs and benevolence of woman>- 
kind, may have rendered me too fanguine in this particular, I 
have not the leaft doubt but they interefled themfelves in our 
fafety, and would have contributed towards our efcape. As^ 
the light dawned they found themfelves obferved, and retired 
from the windows, but not without itaany refpe£lful obeifimces, 
and looks of commiferation/ 

About feven o'clock the vefiel fired a gun and loofed h^r 
foretopfail, the cuftomary fignals for failing : and we received a 
letter from the officer to this efieft. This he had fent by our 
fmaU boat with two failors, whom he could well fpare to pro^^. 
vide for our necefiides, which were become preffing. We now 
got a meflage from the vizier, demanding the refult of the oifi- 
cer's determination. To this we rqplied, that he ftill denied the 
captain's authority over him, and was on the point of failing 
for Judda, with the account of our detention. Had this defign 
been fortunately executed, the end which we had in view, would 
probably have been anfwered : for feeing his prey efcape him, 
which was the (hip, the viasier would, it is to be prefumed, have 
fent us after her in our boat, as lumber too unworthy to be with- 
held. 

By this time the vefTel was in motion. The rocks had cut her 
cable as her crew were weighing her anchor, and (he fwung bo-* 
dily towards a reef of breakers, before they could bring her up 
with another anchor. At this moment we tailed the bittemefs 
of anguifh. We plainly faw the vefTel driving on deftru^on,; 
and flood idle fpedators of a misfortune beyond our power to 
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avert. Our captsun himfelf, a man of ikill and experience, gave 
her up as loft; and we vented the ebullitions of our rage, in 
impotent threats, and idle imprecations on tlie author of our 
diftrefs. The horrors of our fituation ruflied at once upon our 
minds. All hopes of relief wrould perilh with the veffel, and 
we be left at the mercy of a race, the profeffed enemies of our 
religion. The fears of detedlion might infpire them with the 
worft defigns ; and though our lives might be remitted us, the 
more grievous alternative of pining away our days in flavery^ 
cut off from a communication with our friends and country, 
might be our portion. Nor were thefe the weak fuggeftions 
of defpair. Every thing confpired to darken the profpeft be- 
fore us. Our hoft and guard had caught the alarm, and painted 
the danger ' of the veffel in fuch ftrong colors to the vizier, 
as induced him to permit us to fend our boat to her affift- 
«nce. We gladly availed ourfelves of this circumftance, though 
the immediate danger was over before the boat reached the vef- 
fel, which now rode at anchor within a fathom of the roclcs* 
Had the wind encreafed as ufual, her refpite would have been 
but fhort. But Providence decreed otherwife. The weather 
proved fo moderate the whole day, as to allow the officer to 
warp her into her old birth again. 

While he was employed in a talk that calmed the perturbation 
we were under, we obferved a ftrange boat pafs near him, and 
make towards the town. At the fame time we heard the report 
of muflcets, but could not diftinguifh, whether it came from 
the veffel or the boat. We cannot fay pofitively, whether it 
was a fcheme to entrap us, or that the vizier really fuppofed 
our people had commenced hoftilities againft the Arabs ; but fo 
it v/as : the boat had fcarcely reached the fliore, when the vizier 
fent for our interpreter, to complain of the outrage, and to let 
us know that we had no right to expeft good treatment from 
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him hereafter. It was in vain, that we appealed to the teftimony 
of the mafter of the boat, who came to us of his own accord, and 
depofed, that our people had not fired at him. That they had 
only brought him to, with a mufket, and offered him money for 
a pilot, which he had refufed them. A formal demand was now 
made of our fwords ; and we fufpefted there was fomething uri- 
commoi) in agitation, from the whifpers of our guard, and the 
frequent meiTengers that came to and fro* One of our company 
obferved a body of foldiers marching towai'ds the place, where 
our veffel lay ; and not a ftone's throw from us, we faw them 
unlading a boat of ammunition, which they had tranfported 
acrofs an arm of the fca, that runs into the town at high water. 
Thefe preparations plainly indicated their defigns on the veffel, 
agsdnft which wc had previoufly cautioned the officer to prepare 
himfelf. The Adventure carried eight 3 -pounders, befides fwivels; 
and we had not the leaft doubt of her repelling the whole of their 
force. But we were unacquainted with the policy of the Arabs> 
who truft to craft for the accomplifhment of their wifhes ; and 
only" affeA refolution, when they can do it with impunity. 

The hills now re-echoed with the found of cannon ; which 
we karnt was a fummons to the neighboring tribes to join the 
holy ftandard, which is fet up in times of danger. And this 
was a prelude to a fcene, that threatened to end very tragically. 
We were ruminating on the iffue of this extraordinary adventure, 
when the Arabian mu(ketry began to play brifkly on the veffel. 
As a part of the fort Ikreened the adlion from our view, we re- 
tired to the front windows of our apartment, where we could 
better obferve the veffel's motions. I had Thompfon's feafons in 
my hand, and had, inadvertently, caft my eyes on the fublime 
hymn which crowns that delightful work, when a band of ruf* 
fians rulhed into the room, and ranged themfelves diredtly be- 
fore us. Their appearance was rude, and their countenances 
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very different from the people vre had hitherto conyerfed with. 
They were of the roving race, and promifed to prove worthy of 
the dark purpofe in which they were engaged. The matches of 
their pieces were lighted, and we tottered on the brink of fii* 
. turity ! — 

The villainy of the Arabs was now apparent. They were 
endeavoring to provoke our mariners to retum their fire ; and 
we well knew, that the death of one Muffulman is only to be 
atoned for, by the lives of ten Chriftians. This is a precept of 
their religion. But the officer on board, had reflexion enough 
to coniider his countrymen afhore. He felt for our diftrds, 
and was fo cool as to bear with their repeated infults for the 
ipace of two hours ; although the muiket-balls flew into the vef- 
iel, and he was continually urged by the crew) to pour a broad* 
iide among the troops, fome of whom were daring enough to 
wade into the fea, within piftol-(hot of the veffel. Nay, we af-^ 
terwards learnt our fituation had been fo critical, that nothing 
but threats of inftant death, could prevent the failors from tak- 
ing to their arms ; and the officer was obliged to parade the deck 
with a loaded muflcet, to intimidate them. But it is not ftrange, 
that we fhould apprehend other meafures. We knew not what 
fteps they had taken, to facilitate the feizure of the veflel ; or 
how long the forbearance of our people would lafl: : and we ex- 
pe£led an engagement every moment, to commence between her 
and the ftiore. At this crifis we held a confultation together, 
and it was unanimoufly refolved, to demand a parley with the 
vizier, touching the delivery of the veflel into his hands. Our 
interpreter was difpatched to him, with this mortifying concef- 
fion. The matter was become too ferious to be trifled with. We 
had the evidence of our own eyes, to dei^air of the poffibility of 
the veflel's elcape, without a pilot ; nor could we anfwcr for the 
bloodi which might be fpilled through a fruitleis obflinacy. In 
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this awful interval I endeavored to colled myfelf fo^ as to 
meet death v^ith a becoming refignation* I breathed a prayer ' 
for the welfare of my friends, and can truly fay, that I (hould 
have died in peace with all mankind. But the greateft confola* 
tion which I found in this exigency, was derived from the fub* 
lime hymn that I before mentioned. I read it over with plea- 
fure, and felt my bofom filled with a prophetic confidence from 
the enei^ of the latter part ; which is fo analogous to the fitua- 
tion we were in, that I cannot refill tranfcribing it, though it 
is fo well known to perfons of tafle. 

*• Should Fate command me to the fartheft verge 
Of the green earth, to diftant barbarous climes. 

Rivers unknown to fong -, where firfl the fun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his fetting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic ifles; 'tis nought to me : 
Since God is ever prefent, ever felt. 
In the void wafle as in the city full ; 
And where He vital breathes there muft be joy. 
When ev*n at laft the folem hour (hall come. 
And wing my myftic flight to future vsrorlds, 
I cheerful will obey ; there, with new powers. 
Will rifing wonders fing : I cannot go 
Where univerfal love not fmiles around, 
Suflaining all yon orbs and all their fons ; 
From feeming evil ftill educing good» 

N 

I 

A full hour and more, did we remain under the alarming cir- 
cumftances I have defcribed, before we obtained the fhadow a£ 
a reprieve. The fire of the mufketry was flill continued a^ainft 
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tlie veffel ; and the tninifters of death ftood over, us, each fcem- 
ing to have fingled out his prey, in a fixed pofture and a mute 
refer ve. At length our interpreter returned from his embaffy to 
the vizier. He was accompanied by three Arabians of diftinc- 
tion, who were come to pledge their words for the fafety of 
ourfelves and veffel. The firft of thefe, was the general of the 
troops at Yambo; and the other two, were the chiefs of the 
Arab tribes, who had been fummoned to the vizier's afliftance. 
A writing was drawn up, and figned by them ; te-the-^hferv- 
ance of which they Iwore by their beards, the moft folemn oath 
that a Muffulman can take. The captain was now cited to the 
prefence of the vizier, to obtain a fimilar obligation from him. He 
ftaid only to drink a cup of coffee ; and brought back an hand- 
kerchief, which he had received, as a token of the nuniftei^'s fin- 
cerity. Pledges of this nature among the Orientals, amoimt to the 
moft ferious engagements. Whatever doubts we might entertain 
of their value, this was no feafon to exprefs them; and we 
readily concurred in the captain's orders to the chief mate, to 
bring the vpffel into the harbor. We ftated the matter to him, 
and furniflied him with the aflurances which had been given 
us, for our general fecurity. The captain bimfelf, harbored no 
fufpicions of their intention to plunder us 5 and I muft own 
that I was of the fame opinion. There was nothing very im- 
probable in the vizier's ftory, now that we came to a right 
knowledge of it. This was the firft European veffel that had 
appeared on this part of the coaft ; and he had written to the 
Xerif, to know whether he (hould treat us as friends or not. 
It is not impoflible but he confidered us as Ipies, who meant 
to pry into the poverty and weaknefs of the country. Given 
tp deceit himfelf, he might have held our tale of a pilot, as 
fiftitious i and our anchoring at the mouth of the harbor, as 
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a (hallow artifice, through which he could difcern. I would 
be as charitable in my cpnclufions, as a Chriftian ought to be, 
but muft leave to the event, an explication of his conduft. 

The good efFefts of our late compliance were foon vifible. 
The troops were recalled from the beach^ and our tremendous 
guefts withdrawn from our apartment. Hope once more dawned 
in our bofoms ; and the difappointed looks of the ruffians, who 
retired without having earned the wages of iniquity, left us 
no room to doubt of their inhuman commiifion. 

The day was too far advanced to think of moving the veffel, 
as the channel into the harbor is very narrow. It was there- 
fore ftipulated, that a pilot Ihould go on board at day-break, ta 
fetch her in ; and that on her coming to anchor^ her great and 
fmallguns,.piftols and cutlafles, ftiould be delivered over to the 
cuiftody of an officer, whom the vizier (hould appoint for that 
purpofe. This article was infilled upon by him, as the only 
means to quiet the minds of the inhabitants ; who trembled for 
the fafety of the town, while the cannon were on board 5 and 
could not cotiquer their fears of Europeans, who had arms of any 
kind in their polTeffion. This (hew of terror was, to be fure, a 
tacit compliment to the European name ; and we were at any 
jrate content to fubfcribe to terms, by which alone we were 
permitted to return to the vefTel. The boundaiy was pafTed 1 
and we had no other refource, than to confide in people who held 
us in fubjeftion. We were heartily tired of being cooped up in 
a prifbn, and wifhcd to return to the veflTel ; where we fhould at 
leaft be rid of obfervance, and live agreeably to our own cuftoms^ 
although faddled with the lofs of liberty. We fpcnt the evening 
far more cheerfully than ufual, and found the guard lefs watch- 
ful of our motions, fince the conclufion of the treaty. Our hoft 
was particularly attentive to us ; and regaled us, for the firft time^ 
with a fupper . Tliis is a meal almofl unknown in Arabia ; and 
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was confidered by us in the light of a friendly banquet. We re- 
figned ourfelves, at our cuftomaiy hour, to our carpets } where 
our imaginations were again difturbed, by a review of the un» 
pleafing fcenes of the foregoing day. 

SUNDAY, nth May, 

. This proved by far the moft tedious day that we had pafled i» 
our confinement. We expeded to have got on board to dinner, 
but were prevented by that indolent and perverfe difpofition, 
which prevails among the Eaftem nations. At eight o'clock the 
pilot weighed the veffers anchor, and before nine (he brought up, 
within half a mile abreaft of the t6wn. We now received a vifit 
from Mr, Walters, the chief officer, and were advertifed by him of 
the particulars which I have before recited, refpecling the attack 
on the veflel. Our thanks were juftly due to this gentleman, on 
whofe firmnefs and difcretion our lives had depended ; and I em- 
brace with pleafure, this public opportunity to declare our fenfe 
of his condu£i. The captain gave him an order, for the de- 
livery of the arms to the vizier's officer, who now accompanied 
him in a boat to receive them ^ SThty were landed in great form. 
The fmall arms were lodged in the fort, and the cannon were 
mounted on a battery oppofite our veflfeL This was meant to in- 
timidate us J though it was eafy to perceive, that a fingle dif- 
charge would reduce the wall to ruins. Our fwords were re- 
turned to us, with a compliment from the vizier; and we were 
in momentary expectation of permiffion to depart- But the little 
philofophy we pofiefTed, was y^t to be exercifed; and happy was. 
he, who could the beft make, a virtue of neceffity^ 

Frequent were the vifits of our interpreter to the minifter in 
the courfe of this day : but no audience could he obtain. At 
noon he was retired to his haram, where it was treafon to difturb 
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him. Now, he was engaged at dinner ,- and now he had com- 
pany with him. As we iaw every thing here through the me- 
dium of difcontent, we confidered thefe excufes as mere eva- 
lions of his word ; and fliould he fail in that part of the treaty, 
where our living on board the veflel was fpecified, we had little 
rcafon to expoft his fulfilling the reft of it. Nay, the worft of 
their former fears recurred to fome of our party ; and though I 
was by this time pretty well reconciled to the malice of fortune, 
and did not torment myfelf by anticipating evils, I muft confefs; 
that appearances were not much in our favor. Our property, 
freedom, and lives, were in the hands of an imperious tyrant, 
who had fecured us by treachery, and might only be reftrained 
by fear, from falfifying his engagements. And to this principle, 
by which his tribe are generally a£):uated in political concerns, I 
trufted for our deliverance. The fails of commerce are ever bufy 
in this fea, and numbers of fmall veflels had arrived at, suid 
departed from this port, during our (hort ftay. Should the vizier 
be inclined to keep the tranfa£tion a fecret, his own reflexion 
muft fuggeft to him, that it muft needs tranfpire by a fea-con-* 
veyance, fhould he have influence enough to bar the communi-- 
cation by land ; and, whatever might be the tale he trumped up 
to deceive his mafter, the f aft would at length reach him in its 
native colors. Such did I conceive to be the point, which was 
difcufled during this delay. I imaged to myfelf the minifter, 
ftiut up with his creatures in dark cabal, and flattered myfelf 
that his intereft would teach him for once, to be honeft. Nor 
was I difappointed. The captain was fummoned to the pre- 
fence of the vizier, and returned vrith very gracious aflfurances 
of prote6lion, and a licence to repair to the Veflel. In the whole 
courfe of my life, I do not recoiled to have received more ac- 
ceptable tidings. We could not have wiflied for a ftronger con- 
flrmation of the minifter's fincerity; and for my own part, I 

G 2 felt 


/ 


t :44 ] 

felt a certain confidence in the thoughts of being on boards al*-^ 
though we were deftitute of arms^ to proteft us againft vio- 
lence, and there was a guard of foldiers to be ftadoned in the 
veffel. But fa preferable is the notion of what we term our 
home, to that of a foreign place, that even in the midft of 
danger and diftrefs, we derive comfort [from the partiality, and 
find fomething therein, to flatter and to confole us. 

The fun was juft finking in the bofom of. the deep, when we 
put off from the fhore. We had taken a very cordial leave of 
our hofpitable (haik, and invited him to vifit us frequently on 
board,, when we obferved the ladies of his family were aflembled 
to grace our departure. The old man's houfe was one of the 
largeft in the town, and funounded on three fides by the 
fea: and the windows were now crouded with females, who 
waved to us with their handkeixhiefs, unperceived by thofe be- 
low. The generofity of the fair fex might have atoned for the 
inhumanity of the men of Yambo, had we been able to benefit 
by their good- will. But what arms could they aflail our perfe* 
cutors with, whofe hearts were proof to. the irrefiftible violence 
of female tear^ ? and what hope could we derive from their gentle 
interpofition in a Mahometan region, where petticoat-intereft is 
at the Lowell ebb ? Still be the tenets of this abfurd faith con« 
fined to defart climes, and an ignorant race! Let them expand 
themfelves through the. Numidian wafte, and let the unlettered 
Arab cherifli them in his mind ! Never will, they get footing in 
more enlightened lands;, never will they ufurp the polifhed 
breaft> wWck acknowledges the foft empire of womankind, and 
reje6ls all attempts to depreciate, her worthy as the didlates of 
malice, foUy^ and pride ! 

The evening was fpent in- a more agreeable manner, than wa 
had of late experienced. We enjoyed our own cuftoms with 
double. fatisfa£tion,fince. we had. known the want of them; and 
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0ur minds were relieved from a load of fufpence^ with which 
they had been oppreiTed. We had obtained the vizier's leave to 
write to our friends at Judda ; and we retired to our beds, with 
the pleafing expefbations of being ibon redeemed from captivity^ 
by the good offices of our countrymen with the Xerif^ 

MONDAY, i2th May. 

The captain this morning wrote a ftate of our cafe to captain 
Anderfon ; who he knew was at Judda, with a (hip in his charge, 
belonging to the nabob of Arcot, He entreated him to repre- 
fcnt our wrongs to the Xerif of Mecca, and to demand our im- 
mediate releafe, under pain of the refentment of the Englifli. 
This letter was fent to the vizier by his defire, that he might in- 
clofe it in his packet. To guard againft the double-dealing of 
a man fo well known to us, we. had the precaution to write a 
duplicate of this letter^ This was folded up, and dire£led after 
the Arabic faihion, by our interpreter ; who fecretly delivered 
it. to a paffenger in the boat, that waited to carry the vizier's dif-* 
patches to Judda, 

I have faid, that there was a (hip at Judda in the fervice of* 
the nabob of Arcot, and that our captain had thought proper 
to declare the Adventure, to be his property. It is not to be in- 
ferred from this, that the nabob is a maritime power, or is aim.- 
ing to extend the commerce of his fubjefls by an attention to* 
naval affairs. The hB: is quite the reverfe. The. trade of India, 
wholly exifts in the fpirit and induftry of the Englifhi While 
their vefTels are exploring the iflands that border on the Pacific 
ocean, and return with a freight that renders our fettlements the : 
mart of oriental productions, . a (hip or two is fent yearly to 
Judda by the nabob of Arcot. Thefe veffels, . indeed, carry, a 

cargo, and iipport in exchange, the products of Arabia. But this 
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is the captain's care. The only benefit which the nabob looks 
for, is the prayers of two or three hundred pilgrims, who are 
tranfported at his expence, to perform their vows at the mofque of 
Mecca ! his fhips were fo cfouded this feafon with thefe idle 
mendicants^ that through the nabob's intereft with the owners, 
we had the company of above twenty of them in our veffel. This 
was an honor we were by no means ambitious of ; and from 
which we readily difengaged ourfelves at Mocha, where they 
were landed to profecute their journey in the beft manner they 
flcould. 

The abufe of reafon in thefe ufelefs undertakings, is the leaft 
evil to be complained of. They are fuch an encouragement to 
idlenefs, and fo deftru6tive to the welfare of a country, where 
thoulands of the inhabitants are feduced from their families and 
habitations by a fanatic call, that we may cpnfider their tolera- 
tion as one of the ruinous principles of a Mahometan govern- 
ment. We have had an opportunity of obferving the efFeft, 
which thefe pilgrimages have upon the manners and difpoiitions 
of thofe engaged in them. A froward fpirit and a brutal beha- 
vior, mark the herd of thefe pilgrims. And we have been 
affured from good authority, that their mutinous deportment 
rifes Ibmetimes to fuch a pitch, that the captains of the fhips 
are obliged to put them in irons, for the prefervation of them- 
felves and crew. 

The occurrences aboard the Adventure being as unvaried, as 
may be imagined in a veffel at anchor, I will omit the recital 
but of fuch days, as produced any particular events ; which may 
be ufeful in curtailing a joifrnal already, I fear, too prolix to 
efcape cenfure. If we were uneafy at the reftraint we were un- 
der, we had no reafon to complain of fenfual entertainment du- 
ring the term of our detention. We were plentifully fupplied 
With provifions and vcgettibles, at an eafy rate ; and Apicius him- 
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ielfi might have taken a voyage to the Red- Sea, to have feafted 
on the delicious fifti with wliich the harbor of Yambo abounds, 
without the leaft derogation to the merits of the lamprey of 
Baiae« 

MONDAY, 19th May. 

Our patience was pretty nearly e;chaufted by this time. But 
on the evening of this day, we were permitted to wait on the 
vizier, aftqr many vain folicitations, to learn how foon we might 
expert our releafe : the time ^pointed by him to obtain anlwers 
fvQjn Mecca, being e^ired. 

We went aihore about five o'clock, and were received by him- 
vx greater ftate, than at our firft audience. The room was full of 
armed^men^ ^nd we could not but impute this ufelefs pre- 
(!:aution, tq the terrors of a bad confcience,. which views every 
thirig with a fufpicious eye^ The evident alteration in the vi- 
;&ier's countenance and behavior, which were now marked witb 
inquietude and reierve, m fpite of his efforts to conceal them, con- 
vinced us of his having repented the ilep he had taken. He 
made feveral enquiries concerning the power and commerce of 
the Engliih in the Eail. Nor was there occafion for our mag- 
nifying their influence, to awaken his fears ^ He feemed very 
attentive to the description of our ftiips of force ; and could not 
help exprefling hia furprize, when our interpreter told him, tha,t 
there were three meij of war at Suez. As he was in an inquifitive 
mood, we would not mifs the opportunity to imprefs him with 
i^n^ments, that might ferve to regulate his future conduft. But 
his pride at length, got the better of his timidity. For in the 
cQurfe of our con verfation, when the addons of the Portugueze 
in this fea, and their fettkments on this coaft, were brought on. 
i^e carpet, he ij^formed us, that th? Arabian hiftorians took 
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notice of them ; and added, with an air of triumph, that the 
Portugueze were expelled Arabia by the great Sultan Selim. 

We were civilly difmiflcd by the minifter, with hopes of hourly 
intelligence from Mecca, and an invitation to take a view of the 
town, if agreeable to us. As therfe was a full hour to fun-fet, 
we readily embraced the occafion to fatisfy our curiofity, and to 
ufe a little exercife, of which we had been fo long deprived. We 
had an officer to attend us, befides two foldiers who had accom- 
panied us from the veflel. And we found this guard neceflary, 
to keep off the rabble that purfued us in our walk. The firft 
arrival of a Cherokee Indian in Europe, could not have begotten 
half the wonder that our appearance did here. If the commonalty 
of Europe are not more mannerly, they ar : at leaft better in- 
formed than the rude Arab. Bred up in utter ignorance of other 
countries, and bigotted to the prejudices of illiberal doftrines, 
he is at a lofs to account for the produftion of a ChriiHan, wliom 
his religion teaches him to hold in abhorrence and contempt. 
But if the rough minds of the men are hurried away into thefe ab- 
furdities, I muft once more bear witnefs to the moderation of the 
Mahometan females, who plainly evinced to us, that their bofoms 
were made of '* penetrable fluff." As we palled through the ftreets, 
the windows and terraces of the houfes were filled with women, 
who were inlpired with no illaudable curiofity to behold the 
ftrangers. They neither treated us with fcorn, nor follow:ed us 
with curfes, like tlie favage throng below ^ but by their eager- 
jiefs of obfervation, and attempts to engage our attention, be- 
trayed the fecret fymptoms of approbation. Nay, the facred 
thirft of admiration, fo predominant in the fex, was not 
quenched in their breafts. We obferved many vails drop, as if 
ty accident, as we paffed beneath their owners faces, which were 
overi^read with a vifible confiifion, and verified the poet's idea 
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of Mufidora*s confolation in her diftrefs, at being furprized in 
a naked fituation by her lover : 

" Ev'n a fenfe 
Of felf-approving beauty ftole acrofs 
Her bufy thought," 

Yambo is lituated in the latitude of 24^ 10' north, and is 
the port, from which the communication is more immediately 
carried on with Egypt. It is the general refort of all the Ara- 
bian veflels that ply on this fea 5 and has a very fafe and con- 
venient haven for their protedlion, in bad weather. Its fituation^ 
behind an almoft uninterrupted chain of fhoals and breakers^ 
has hitherto fecluded it from the knowledge of European navi- 
gators. But the charm is now broken ; and as fortune has 
thrown it in our way, I have annexed a view of Yambo, with 
the foundings of the harbor, taken from an aflual furvey, which 
Mr. Walters, chief officer of the Adventure, permitted me to 
copy from his draught. This will not only explain the critical 
fituation that our vefTel was in during the attack, but may be a 
guide to future mariners, whofe evil ftars may throw them on 
this inhofpitable fhore. 

The coaft here is infinitely more barren than the environs of 
Mocha, the foil being too ungrateful to produce even the date- 
tree or furze-bufh, and is throughout a fhining expanfe of fand. 
The eye meets with no interruption, until it reaches the diftant 
mountains, which bound the joylefs profpe6l. But if the beau- 
tiful be wanting here, the fublime exifts in no fmall degree. 
The mountains in the more remote parts of the world, feem 
particularly appointed by Providence, to be the refidence of rude 
and ftraggling nations, unconnefted by the laws of civil polity, 
and unambitious of rambling beyond the limits which nature 
has prefcribed them. The coaft of Arabia is an evidence in fa- 
vor of this remark. X^e interior parts, from one end to the 
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other, exhibit what Shakcfpear emphatic^y calls, " Heaven- 
kiffing hills/' and the mountains behind the town of Yambo, 
rival, in height, the American Andees, or the Caucafus of Afia. 
This reftraint, perhaps, has been the caufe 6f as extraordinary 
a revolution in the face of things, as the world has feen. Ma- 
homet kindled the flame, that under the Caliphs, ftirred up the 
Arabs to break from their dark receffes. Like the fearful 
eruptions of Etna or Vefuvius, they burft upon the aftonifhed 
nations, and fpi^ad defolation far and near. But the calamity 
is pafl", though its efFefts fl:ill remain : efFefts, perhaps, hot unfa*- 
lutary to the pofterity of the vanquiftied countries. This victorious 
race are i^tii-cd within their barriers again ; there to prey upon each 
other, until time fhall ripen them for another grand event. 

FRIDAY, 23d May. 

Four days are now elap&d iince our vifit to the vizier, and no 
intelligence is come from Mecca. The year is nearly half-ex<^ 
pended, and we have not performed the half of our journey to 
Europe. Befides, we have the uncomfortable profpeft before 
us, of being obliged to travel in the heats of fummer through 
Egypt. This idea was particularly aggravated by the fcorching 
wind, that blew to-day from the land. It was well for us, that 
we had been feafoned for this attack, by the land-winds fb re*- 
markable on the coaft of Coromandel, or elfe the air would have 
been intolerable, and our blood been inflamed by the violence of 
the heat. ' Fevers would have been no eligible companions to 
conftitutions, that had been expofed to the eiFe6ts of a long voy- 
age, and in want of a furgeon, to adminifter relief to them. But 
it pleafed God, that we fhould maintain our healths in the 
midft of our* diftrefles, and experience a iignal mark of his pro- 
tp6tion^ in the hands of our enemies. 

To 
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To add to the difagreeablehefs of our fituation^ oar guard; 
was this day doubled upon the veflTel. The fails had been taken 
down to be mended, on her coming into the harbor ; and though 
the topmafts were ftruck, and her yards lowered down, the vizier 
excepted at our offering to replace the fails on the yards. He 
pretwded to be apprehenfive of our departure, and fent form ally 
to demand our fails. The captain was juftly nettled at this mef- 
fage, which he could not but confider as a wanton infult. He 
pointed put to the vizier's officer, the impoflibility of the veffel's 
efcape. For not to mention the unprepared flate fhe was in,, 
the wind conflantly blew into the haibor, and there was a ne* 
ceffity for a pilot to carry her out* In truth, we were as much 
in their hands, as if the vefTel had been drawn afliore. The 
captain, therefore^ defired him to inform his mafter, that if he 
wanted the fails, he miiift fiend people to fetch them, as he would 
not voluntarily give them up. This fhew of refolution proved 
a check on the prefumption of this haughty bafhaw,. who with* 
drew his demand ; but at the fame time, contrived to torment 
us with the company of the additional guard I have mentioned. 

The wind did not lofe its rage when the fun went down, hut 
was fo parciung the whole night, as to oblige me to quit the 
deck, where I had taken up my lodging for the fake of coolnefs, 
ever fince our return to the vef&L But this> to our great joy, is 
the only land-wind we felt here ^ which, from its dire£tion and 
burning heat, probably traverfed the great defait, which extends, 
from th«^ Red-Sea to tl^ coailof PaleAine, ere it fpent its fury 
upon us.. 

SUNDAY, 25th. May. 

Many camels have come in from the country witliin thefe two 
days, but bring no news for us. Thefe creatures are loaded with 
fruit and vegetables for the town ; and with fkins of water, 
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which they fetch from the vallies, for the ufe of the inhabitants, 
who can procure no water here, but what the heavens fupply 
them with. It generally rains about once in two years in Ara- 
bia Petrea ; and then not a drop is loft, which can be caught by 
the natives who live on the fea-coaft. They preferve it very 
carefully in large refervoirs, and make an article of trade of it, 
which, however, is fold at a moderate rate. We have drank no- 
thing but rain-water fince our arrival, and find it vefy whole- 
fome and palatable ; although fome was brought us, which the 
old fhaik declared to be ten years old. Whether he may have 
exaggerated the age of it or not, it is certain, that they have lit- 
tle or no rain in this country. But the want of it is amply fup- 
plied by the heavy dews that fall at night, and make the ground 
appear as if moiftened by a Ihower. Thus is the vegetable 
brought to perfection, thus are the trees fupplied with never- 
failing fruit, and the vallies covered with eternal green. 

A caravan arrived this forenoon from Medina, which is but two 
days journey from hence. This was the firft I had feen, and 
though it confifted but of 4 or 500 camels, I muft confefs my- 
felf to have been much ftruck with the grandeur and novelty of 
the fight. We difcemed it from afar, moving onwards with a 
quick though folemn pace, and as it pafTed near the beach, we 
could diftinguidi with our glaffes the economy of the whole. 
The major part of the camels were loaded with merchandize, and 
the reft carried the travellers and the principal camel-drivers. 
The fun was in his meridian, and not a cloud obfcured the hea- 
vens, nor a breath difturbed the furface of the deep. The natives 
were retired to the inmoft recefles of their habitations, and not 
a beaft was feen abroad, fave the patient camel, that now braved 
the fiery ray, and marched with fteady fteps, beneath the united 
preffure of hunger, thirft, and heat ! While the wooden bark 
ploughs the deep, and wafts from fliore to fhore the produce of 
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each clime^ this living vefiel traverfes the pathlefs wafte^ fraught 
with the precious treafures of the Eaft. A caravan of camels ex- 
ploring the wilds of Arabia^ with nothing in view but fand and 
Iky^ and condu£ted by the planets to its defired haven^ may well 
be likened to a fleet of vefTels^ which are not more ufeful in 
their way, or wonderful in their flrufture. As the (hip alone 
can outlive the feas, in which the weaker boat muft perifh, fo is 
the camel peculiarly adapted to a region, in which no other clafs 
of beafts could bear fatigue. He too experiences the chance of 
fublunary things. His mighty fVrength, his dauntlefs heatt fink 
beneath the whirlwind's rage, and like the towering (hipi which 
winds and waves aflail with ceafelefs fury, he yields at length to 
inevitable fate. 

Our expeftations were wound up to the highefl pitch this 
evening, by the return of the boat which carried our packet to 
Judda. But thefe were foon let down by the information of our 
interpreter, whom we had fent to the vizier to learn the news. 
The boat he found had not waited for anfwers ; but we had 
reafon to expeft them before now by land. The return of the 
boat in fb fhort a time, was however a matter of confolation, as 
it evinced the poffibility of our getting to Suez, though die 
wind is contrary for the greatefl part of the day. 

TUESDAY, 27th May. 

We obferved two camels travelling with uncommon expedi- 
tion towards the town, yefterday evening, and flattered ourfelves 
with the thoughts of their bringing our difpatches. Nor were 
we deceived. The vizier fent for our interpreter, to acquaint 
us, of his having jufl received orders concerning us, which he 
would communicate in the morning. This fhort delay was mor- 
tifying 
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tTfying enoughi but we had long learnt to have recourie to pa^ ^ 
tience, as the only remedy in our prcfent fituation. 

The craft and deceit of thefe people are equally great and 
inexplicable. To lye for the fake of fiallehood, and to over- 
reach in matters of no moment, are paradoxes peculiar to the 
Arabians. Were the enthufiafts in vice to thinks that, like vir- 
tue, it is its own reward^ the condu6^ of the vizier would not 
need a comment. But, why he fhould conceal orders which he 
muft fubmiffively obey, or trifle with our anxiety when we are 
at his mei^cy, is beyond the reach of thought to fathom. We w^t-- 
cd this whole morning in expeflation of a fiimmons, according^^ 
to hia ydtiuitary promife. Difaj^ointed in this,, we fent our in- 
terpreter to befiege his gate in the afternoon, who at duflc, re- 
turned with an appointment for an audience the next morning,^ 
but with no- manner of apology from the minifter, for his ex- 
traordinary bdbftvion We bore the iHght witb a good grace ;. 
and in the height of our charitabio iiiggeftions,. framed excufes* 
£br hi& negle6l, and were fanguine enough to believe^ that the 
morrow would put an end to our fufpence. But we knew not 
the race we had ftumbled upon. Our dealings had been hi--^ 
therto confined to people, who have fettled principles of adtion :, 
and, whether fpiu'red on by intereft, or guided by fear, we were^ 
fenfible of what we had to expeft from the natives of Indian But 
here judgment is at a (land. No penetration can unravel the 
4piazes of inconfiftency, no reflexion account foi* the fuddea 
flaits c^ barbarous pride 1 

WEDNESDAY^ aSlh MrAY.. 

This day was pafied, like the foregoing, in vain applications and 
idle repinings . Nay, the infult was aggravated, bj the vizier's 
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refuHtig even to fee our interpreter.— He endeavored, it is tni^ 
to fweeten the bitter potion, by pleading bufinefs as the reafoh. 
But we were by this time, too well convinced of his infincerity, 
to fwailow the excufe with our ufual facility. Our ftate was 
now more deplorable than ever. The arrival of a difpatch from 
Mecca, had produced nothing in our favor ; and we beheld the 
period which we had affigned to our detention, efcape, without 
difclofing the fainteft gleam of hope. 

If fuch were the clouds which obfcured our immediate prof- 
peft^ how were our imaginations fitted to encounter the fcenc 
which approached; workol up as they had been by a feiies of 
complicated villainy, to apprehend the utmoft malice of man- 
kind ! We had fupped as ufual, and fome of our company were 
retired to their cabbins, when a report was made to the officer, 
upon watch, that thei'e was a boat along-fide of the veffel. I 
happened to be on the quarter-deck, and was ruminating on 
the ftrangcnefs of the drcumftance at fa late an hour, when fe- 
veral armed men approached us widiout ceremony, and imme- 
diately joined their comrades, who commonly mounted guard on 
the aftermoft part of the deck. Their appearance was as much 
a matter of furprize to our ftated guard, as to ourfelves. And all 
we could gather from them, by dint of repeated inquiry, was, that 
they had orders to remain on board the veffel until day-break. 

It is gerierally allowed, that an air of myftery renders the moft 
trivial incident of confequence, as every obje6k looks larger, that 
is feen through a mift. At this moment the alarm was given, 
that there was ja guard-boat on each bow; whereas, we had 
heretofore had the company but of one. Wearied out with a 
facceffion of difappointments, and impreffed with the moft im- 
favorable ideas of the people we were among, it is no wonder 
that we gave way to conjectures, by no means to the honor of 
the vizier's principles^ We had too great confidence in the com- 
a mercial 
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mercial conne£l:ions between the Englifli and the Xerif^ to fuf- 
peft that any harm would befall us by his dire6lions. But on 
the other hand, the minifter might be endeavoring to foment 
the prefent difference. This was the deepeft ftroke we had ex- 
perienced in the defperate game which he had been playing, and 
was not to be folved by any maxims of policy. His intents were 
evidently deep and unfriendly; but the hue of them was not 
clearly to be difcerned. Had they been murderous, there was no 
occafion for the farce which he had been playing. For, what 
rational creature is fo abandoned to humanity, as wantonly to 
deftroy thofe who have never offended him, or lengthen mifery, 
which it is his intereft to (horten ? our lives and property had 
been long at his difpofal ; and it was not reafonable to imagine, 
that he would delay the fentence which would fecure the prize, 
had he authority or inclination to execute it. We had been wit- 
neffes to fo many inftances of his folly and caprice, that it was 
not improbable, but this adventure would terminate without pre- 
judice to us. But it mufl be confefTed, that no little fhare of re- 
folution is necelTary for the fupport of fuch argument, where 
reafqji is too weak to oppofe the evidence of our fenfes, and re- 
flexion is loft in the tumult of the fcene before us. Our 
minds by degrees refumed their wonted calm, and we retired to 
refl, with no other fafeguard but the eye of a beneficent God> 
without whofe regard there is no protection for the fleeping mo- 
narch, furrounded by his guards. 

THURSDAY, 29th May, 

The dawn of day delivered us from thefe unwelcome guefts> 
conformably to their report ; and the vizier, afliamed, as we fup- 
pofe, of the tranfaftion, had the grace to pretend an utter igno- 
rance of it. On our reraonftrating againft the violation of the 
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compa£): between ms, he laid the blame on the general of the 
troops, who had committed fome miftake in ilTuing orders 
relative to the veflel. This proof of his being yet fenfible of 
fhame, gave us hopes of an amendment in his behavior, and 
encouraged the captain to prefs the vizier for anothei interview 
for himfelf only, which he now condefcended to grant. Though 
produ6live of no real advantage, we derived great confolatlon 
from it, as the captain fairly extorted from him the reaion of his 
late referve. He acknowledged, that his inftrudions concerning us 
were come ; but that nothing could be done in the affair, until 
the arrival of the Shawbunder, or captain of the port of Judda, 
whom the Xerif had ordered to Yambo, to adjuft the terms of 
our departure. We had long fufpefted, that the vizier's defigns 
were to extort heavy duties from the veffel ; and were pleafed to 
hear, that thofe duties were to be regulated by the port of Judda > 
which, though unreafonable enough, will certainly come more 
within the bounds of equity and juftice, than the confcience of 
this Arab might have demanded. 

As the name of the Xerif of Mecca fo often occurs in this 
narrative, and as his power and influence ought properly to be 
afcertained, for the elucidation of the pait he bore in our deten- 
tion, I will endeavor to throw fuch light upon them, as oppor- 
tunity and inquiry have afforded me. 

The Xerif of Mecca is, in moft refpefts, on the footing of the 
Pope in the earlier days of Chriftianity. He is fovereign Pontiff 
of the Mahometan church, and a temporal as well as fpiritual 
ppnce. Since the extinftion of the Caliphs, whofe apparent 
fucfceffor he is, he holds his dominions as fiefs to the Turk ; and 
is more indebted to the zeal of fuperftition than to the terror 
of his arms, for the fupport of his dignity. A prodigious de« 
cline indeed, from the importance of thofe Caliphs, who reigned 
the mailers of the Eaftera world, and ihook the neighboring 
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idsgdoms of the north with dire difmay ! But fhmnk as he is 
wthin the limits of a province, where die Mahometan great- 
nefs firft originated, the Xerif, in two inflances, exceeds the 
Popes in the fulleft plenitude of their power. His honors are 
hereditary ; to poflefs which> he muft prove his defcent from the 
Prophet : and the extent of his influence reaches as far beyond 
that of the Popes, as the perfuaiion of Mahomet beyond the 
Papal tenets. The remotefl: comers of the Eajft pay homage to 
his title. The way-worn pilgrim ceafelefs toils from Teflis.*^ 
towers or Mefopotamia's wafle, to add his little mite to the trea- 
fiires of Medina's temple ; while Aiiatic princes, fubahs of 
Ind, and fultans of th& Spicy Ifles, which weftward bound the^ 
Southern ocean, enrich the Prophet's fhrine with gems and gold.. 
The large fum of money which our veflel brought for the fer-^ 
vice of the MoTque, as a peace-offerings fxom« the nabob of Arcot, 
on the deceafe of his daughter, is a corroborating, evidence of 
the enthufiafm of MufTulmen. It amounted to one lack and an 
half of rupees, which is near JT. 20,000 fterling, and was the 
gift of a prince, whom the world need not be told is fo involved 
in debt, zs not to require this drain to exhauft his mortgaged 
reveni^es. 

The territories of the Xerif lie in the heart of Arabia, arid are 
about three hundred mile& long and one himdred broad. Befides 
the cities of Mecca and Medina,, to which the caravans annually 
bring the produce of diftant countries, his revenues are con* 
fiderably augmented by the commerce^ that is carried on with his 
ports of Yambo and Judda, by the veflels of Africa and India, 
Whatever fanftity he. may pretend to^ or indifference to the con- 
cerns of this world, like other hypocrites in religion, he prefers 
bis own interefl to that of his Maker ; and ufes his name as an 
infbrument, to. advance his own dignity and riches. The cara- 
vans, which profef&dly fet out on a pious journey to Mecca, are 
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more encouraged by this Pontiff for tKe fake of his own glory^ 
than that of the Prophet; as the valuable goods they convey, and 
the high duties impofed upon the deluded merchants, fufficiently 
atteft. But what perfualion is there among the frail race of 
mankind, which is not open to perverfion, and liable to be dif* 
graced by abfurd rites, and idle ceremonies ? the divine purity 
of the Chriftian religion could not prcferve its flream from be* 
ing tainted, by the machinations of prieftcraft, and the intem- 
perance of zeal. Nor is there much difference in the foHy of 
the belief, that founds falvation on a pilgrimage to the temple of 
Mecca, or to the houfe of my lady of Loretto ! 

The prefent Xerif is a youth under twenty years of age, and, 
what is remarkable on account of his family, he is as black as a 
negro. He has been feen by fome of our countrymen, but 
this is not a common thing, as he feldom ftirs from Mecca, to 
the neighborhood of which place,- and Medina, no approach is 
allowed to Chriftians. Nay, to fuch a degree has their con- 
tempt of us arifen, that neither at Mocha, Judda, nor Yambo, 
will they fuffer a Chriftian to go out at the gate, which looks 
towards Mecca. One of his Majefty's frigates was at Judda laft 
year, to fetde fome articles of trade between the different na- 
tions ; when the Xerif himfelf made an excurfion to Judda, on 
pui^pofe to pay a compliment to the Brrtifh flag. He went on 
board the frigate ^ and, to teftify his fatisfaftion at the aftivity of 
the failors, and the difcipline of the marines, he left a very 
princely gratuity to be diftributed among them. On this ap- 
pearance of good-will in the Xerif towards the Englifh, we rely 
for redrefs in the injury we have received ; though the courfe of 
juftice may be delayed, by the mifreprefentations of the knave, 
into whofe clutches we have unfortunately fallen. 
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SATURDAY, 31ft May. 

This morning we were delighted witli the fight of two boats 
to the fouthward. As they capie into the harbor, we learnt 
from our guard, that the (hawbunder of Judda was in the 

« * 

foremoft. But this funfhine was foon clouded by a meflage from 
the fliore,. whiqh advifed us that the perfon we expelled, was ia 
a boat behind* We, who were bound for Europe, thought this 
a good opportunity to folicit the vizier for our departure to 
Suez, which he might, on certain conditions, wifti to grant us, 
before the arrival of another officer to (hare in the profit, which 
he evidently meant to make of us. With his permiffion, there- 
fore, my three fellow-travellers and myfelf paid him a vifit in 
the afternoon, when we were received with his wonted polite- 
nefs. We preffcd him for the immediate provifion of a boat, but 
he pretended that nothing could be done until the (hawbunder's 
arrival, except the order for a boat to be ready at a minute's 
.warning. He concluded this affurance with a caution againft the 
impofitions of his people, and a requeft not to give any prefents, 
but to fuch as came exprefsly by his order. This was too plain 
to be roifunderftood ; and after our return to the veflelj^ we 
judged it expedient to tender this minifter a bribe. We found 
from long experience, that he was not to be moved by the 
force of words, and accordingly prepared a prefent,. wherewith to 
melt his unrelenting breaft. It confifted of a diamond-ring, a 
fine (haul, and a piece of gold ftufF for a drefs ; and was aa 
offering, rather extorted by neccffity, than fuitable to the cha- 
ratters which we affumed. This we feat him by our interpreter, 
and had the pleafure to learn that it was gracioufly received. 
We met in return, with a repetition of thofe affurances of his 
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protection, which he had before laviihed upon us. 
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I cannot help relating here a curious circumftance of the dx-* 
vers of Arabia, whofe ikill exceeds that of any others which I 
have read of. The mafter of a boat^ which, was juft returned 
from Tor, o&red to Recover the anchor, which I mentioned to 
have been loft by our veflel, while (he was at the entrance of the 
harbor. * As it lay in fixteen fathom water, the captain gave 
little credit . to the fellow's pretenfions, but was willing to try 
the experiment, as much from a motive of curiofity as any other. 
The diver was to earn but a third of the fixed reward, fliould his 
attempts mifcarry. He brought his boat to the veflel to-day, and 
accompanied our long-boat, with an officer on board, to the 
mouth of the harbor. And from this officer I had the following 
particulars. 

When they came to the fuppofed place, the diver went down 
in fixteen faAoms, with no other preparation than a weight to 
his feet, and a piece of wood on his noftrils, to prevent his 
fetching his breath in the water. There was a rope faftened 
to his arm, by which he gave notice when he wanted to be drawn 
up. At the fignal made, he was run up by his comrades with 
amazing celerity. He informed the ofiicer that he had feen the 
anchor at fome diftance ; and taking a rope of fufficient ftrength 
to hold it, he dived again to an equal depth, and tied it to the 
ring of the anchor. Upon weighing it> however, it turned out 
not to be om*s, but a large grapnel belonging to the annual 
Judda vefiel, which failed from hence fome months ago. After 
this difappointment, to make good what he had aflerted of his 
(kill, the fellow went down in two-and-twenty fathoms, though 
the wind b^an to freflien, and the fea to be ruffled. He ftaad 
between two and three minutes under watei*, according to the 
watch of the gentleman prefent. Nay, after became into the 
boat, tliis amphibious creature did not take the preffure from 
his noftrils for near a minute longer ; and appeared not in the 
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lead: fatigued or difcompofed. He afiirmed, iliat t^n occaficn^ 
he can dive fome fathoms deeper i and in a calm day, can fee 
ten fathoms around him. That he can fralk about with gr»t 
eafe at the bottom of the fea^ and feparate branches of coral from 
the rocks, with an ax or a faw. As a proof of which, he pro- 
duced a large branch of coral, which he Imd taken out of a bay 
to the northward. I have a piece of this coral in my pofieffibn. 
Anxious as he appeared to be for the recovery of our anchor, 
we have reafbn to believe that the poor matt had been forbidden 
by the vizier to get it ; as he means to turn it to his own ac* 
coutlt, after our departure. I am ienfible that the divers go to 
a great depth, in the pearl-fiftieries in the Gulph of Perfia, 
where they are affifted by machines of various conftrudions : but 
fuch a marvellous inftance as I have related, of natural powers 
unaided by the efF^ts of art, (hould have died in fdoice for 
me, had it not fallen^ in a manner, under our immediate obfer- 
vation. 

The only recreation we enjoy, is failing about the harbor in one 
of the fhip's boats. And this is rather connived at by our guard, 
dian allowed of by the vizier, whofe orders concerning us are 
very rigid. In the courfe of thefe cruizes, we have had oppor- 
tunities to make ourfelvcs well acquainted with the harbor, and 
to produce the plate which has been exhibited of it. But all 
our obfervations tended nothing towards our own enlargement. 
There is but one channel into the harbor, and the wind con- 
ftantly blows into it at this feafon. It is not, therefore, the lofs 
of our guns, or the prefence of a guard, that detains us. Defpair 
would fiirnifh us with arms to rid us of this obftacle, were the 
door of efcape open to our veflel. 


MONDAY, 
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M O N D AY, 2d June, 

This morning the long^expefbed boat brought in the (haw* 
bunder of Judda. At nine o'clock he came aboa]:id the Adventure^, 
and delivered our captain a letter from the Xerif himfelf, and 
another from Captsdn Anderibn, The firft letter contained per* 
million for the captain to go where he pleafed^ on paying the^ 
duties of the port of Yambo ; an impofition which is levied on 
all veffels that enter Ae Xerif s ports, whether they difpofc of 
their cargoes or not. If he preferred going to Judda, no duties 
were to be paid at Yambo ;, but in that cafe, the veffel was to> 
be given as a fecurity, into the charge of the Xerif s fervants ;, 
arid the captain and his. officers were to proceed to Judda, on a 

boat which fhould be provided for them. The vizier was like- 
wife ^re6ied to difpatch the packets, and the gentlemen who 
hsid the care of them, in a proper boat to Suez. Such was the 
fubftance of the Xerif s orders. They were in fome refpefbs^ 
tmreafonable enoi^h, and betrayed a greater regard to his own 
benefit, than a readinefs to do us juilice. But our iituatioac(m-« 
ildered, it will be eafily believed, that we.^^ere more fatisfied thatt 
©thcrwife, at the receipt of thefe tidings. 

The conteiUs of Captain Anderfon's letter were not lefs agrec-^ 
able After condoling with us on our misfortune, he tells us, 
that the Swallow floop of war, which had been on a voyage to 
Suez, was juft arrived at Judda. That on learning our fitua* 
tion, her coxximander. Captain Panton, had demanded fatisfac* 
tion of the gov«rjvnent, for the infult that had been offered to 
the Britifh flag. It was plain from his letter, that the Xerif 
was unacquainted with this demand, when his inflru£lions rela*- 
tiye to us, were forwarded to Yambo. But we doubted not that 
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our wrongs would be redrefled, by the prefencc of a naval officer, 
of the known fpirit and humanity of Captain Panton. Captain 
Bacon and the fupercargocs of the Adventure, would fbon have 
an opportunity of making a perfonal application to him at Judda, 
on this head. But the gentlemen bound ' for Europe, thought 
it expedient to join with me, in a reprefentation of the damages 
we had incurred, by the treachery of the Xerif s government* 
This letter we forwarded to Captain Panton by the hands of 
Captain Bacon ; and though no benefit may accrue to us from 
the refult, we fhall be fatisfied to hear that the infult is revenged, 
by the interpofition of the Britifh arms. 

Our pro(peft of getting to England now recurred with ten- 
fold pleafure ; and we were not willing to lofe a moment in tak- 
ing advantage of the Xerif s pcrmiffion. The interpreter was 
immediately difpatched to the vizier, to remind him of his pro- 
mife. He returned with a Nokidah, or mafler of a boat, whom 
this crafty minifter pretended to have fent us, that we might 
make our own terms with him. This modefl fellow had the 
confidence to afk us 700 dollars and a drefs, for the freight of 
his boat to Suez. I fay freight, as we were to find provifions, 
and even water, ourfelves. When the direft diftance be confi- 
dcred, which fcarccly exceeds 1 50 leagues, and the boat itfclf be 
examined, which is without a deck, and not fo well found as 
a Comifh fifhing-fmack, no one will pronounce the demand to 
be within the bounds of moderation, though preferred by an 
Arab. But we were in abfolute want of the boat, and were 
fain to fee ourfelves cheated, with our eyes open. We found 
this <:onvenient agent inflexible in his purpofe, and were glad to 
ftrike the bargain at 650 dollars, the major part of which, we 
fhrewdly fufpe£ted, would go into the vizier's coffers. And 
this was the return which his gratitude fuggefted, for the prefent 
which we made him ! but we were obliged to keep our fufpi- 
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clons and our complaints, equally a fecret. It was in the vizier's 
power to frame a thoufand delays in our undertaking, and con* 
fequently, our intereft to wink at an jmpolition, by which we 
fecured his proteftion. On thefe principles, therefore, we agreed 
to give more for the hire of a boat, than fhe was intrinfically 
worth. And, happy to efcape from the fnare which befet us, 
we did not think our liberty dearly purchafed, at the price of 
being handfbmely fleeced. When this weighty matter was fet** 
tied, the Arab retired, to give his employer the agreeable intelli- 
gence of his fuccefs, while we ieriouily prepared ourfelves to turn 
a bad bargain to the beft account. 

SUNDAY, SthJuNB. 

The laft week was employed in regulating the affairs of the 
veflel. There was not the beft appearance of harmony between 
the vizier and the fhawbunderj which operated to retard her 
^patch. By fome blunder of .the former, the cargo was or- 
dered afhore ; and though this procedure feemed to contradi£t 
the Xerif 's commands, the captain could not difpute the plea- 
fure of the vizier. By the fhawbunder's reprefentation, however* 
the cargo was forthwith returned to the veffel ; but a bale of cal- 
licoes was miiling. This was undoubtedly embezzled by the 
•vizier and his people, who ftoutly denied having received it, 
though oppofed by the teftimonies of the fupercargoes, and the 
officers of the Adventure. Two days were fpent in fruitlefs dif^ 
putes on this fubje6l ; and there is no pronouncing to what a 
length they would have been ipun out, had not a feafonable 
hint which the vizier dropped, finally decided them. He afFeA- 
ed to declare, that as his honor was doubted, he muft infift upon 
things refting as they were, until juftice had been done to him 
at Mecca. There needed no more, to convince us of the abfur* 
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dify of perfcvcrancc agamlt fuch a charafter. We were afcer-- 
tained of his being capable of the blackeft anions ; and the cap- 
tain wifely refolvcd to forego his rights and give a receipt for the 
whole cargo. 

Theife vexatious tranfa£tions detained my fellow-travellers and 
myfelf at Yambo, as the veflel's departure and ours was to take 
place together. But every thing being now prepared for the pro- 
fecution of our coailing voyage, our debts at this place diA 
charged, and the boat we had agreed for, having been exchanged 
for another^^ whkh the vizier, fen: reafons beft known to himfelf^ 
pitched upon for us, we this afternoon obtained our audience o£ 
leave of this extraordinary perfonage. We were received with 
that politenefs and affability, which in xninifters of ftate, cover 
a multitude of imperfeftions. Thefe are the bright fides of po-- 
iitica! charaflsrs, where an agreeable light is Uendsed with the 
ihades that overcaft them. Had our knowledge of this man beea 
confined to externals^ we fhould have quitted Yambo,, with the 
moft favondble ideas of his diipofition. But the brutality of his 
conduct could xiot be foftetied by the polilh of his manners, and 
the conviction of his treachery flafhed through the vail of a 
finooth tongue and a winning addrefs. We were refblved, never- 
liielefs, to appear fatisfied of his fincerity ; which, ia truth, we 
now gave him more credit for, than fince our acquaintance com- 
menced. He had no longer any probable motive to< amufe us ;. 
and the Xerif 's commands arc reputed to be held too facred, to- 
be fported with by his fervants. We took in good part, the 
wifhes he exprefifed for our fafe arrival at Suez ; and received 
the paflport which he gave us for the fecurity of our perfons,, 
with entire confidence in the virtue of its contents. We took 
our leave of the vizier, amid a profufion of high-flown eompli- 
ments, which we had neither the capacity nor inclination to re- 
turn. The natives of the Eaft are £o habituated to this mode of 
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of fpeech, that well-turned complimeats fall from their lips, 
with inexprefllble readinefs. And the Arabian language is £b fu- 
pcrior in elegance to the reft, that this people, in other refpefts 
lb remarkable for their fimplicity, exceed all other nations h\ 
the delicacy of their exprefllon^ and the agreeable wildnefs of 
their images. 

MONDAY, 9thJcrNE. 

This has been a bufy, as well as a joyful day for us. On: 
the eve of recovering our liberty, after a tedious and painful de*« 
tention, like the birds who eicape the cage which with-heldb 
them, and flutter abroad without a thought of the confequences^ 
we only rejoiced over the prefent moment, unheedful of the toils 
we might fall into, or the dangers that might await us: in coaft- 
ing a wild and unknown fhore, and, as tl^. poet findy fays, 
*' witid no other ftay fave innocence and Hcayen." We could 
only provide againft obvious calamities. We were well fur-: 
niflied with fire-arms and ammunition, to guard againft open, 
attacks, and vnth rice and water, to obviate the calls of hunger 
and thirft. But the friendftiip of Captain Bacon fet us above 
anifivering the mere neceffities oi nature. He fupplied us witii 
many articles, which might have been difpexiied with in the voy* 
age which we had undertaken, had w^ meant to have kept a ta- 
ble fuitable to our accommodations in an open boat* But he 
was willing that we fhould be as well provided as his. ihip would 
afford ; and we could not in juftice, refufe him the pleafure of 
crowning his genteel behavior during a four-months voyage, 
by this more material inftance of his attention* It will appear 
a myftery to people in Europe, who are obliged to pay extrava^ 
gantly for a paftage from one kingdom to another, to learn that 
the commanders, in general, in the country fervice in Indian 
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Ihink your entertainment fufficiently repaid by the pleafure- o£ 
your company f and are only ftudious ta irender a paflage agreea* 
ble to you^ which can no otherwife redound to their benefit^ 
than what a hberal mind feels on the exertion of an hofpitable. 
a£tion. This remark is due to the gentlemen of a fervice, which, 
has been too much diiparaged by the ill condu£l: of fbme unworthy: 
members. The chara£l:er of Captain Bacon, and others that I 
could mention from experience, will more than atone for the 
defection of the reft, I fhould not omit, among the reft of 
his favors, that he furnifhed us with a Tafcar, or mariner, who 
had ibme knowledge of the Arabic tongue. It would be painful. 
to conceive the difficulties, ta which we might be reduced in the 
courfe of our journey, were not this man to be with us, to in- 
terpret our wants, and to give the people we dealt with, a 
more favorable idea of Chriftians., He is a Muflulman, and is. 
likely to gain: fome credit with thofe of his perfuafion. And yet 
we were on the point of fetting out, without any interpreter ;., 
neither reflecting on poflible eventSjt,.nor providing ag^nft hu- 
man accidents. 

We flipped for the laft time, on board the Adventure ; and. 
after taking a parting glafs, and a cordial leave of Captain Ba^ 
con and the reft of our friends,. Major Alexander, Lieutenant 
* * *, Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, attended by my European, 
fervant, two flave-bay& of the major's, one of Lieutenant * ♦ *'s„ 
and Ibrahim, our interpreter,, ftepped into the veffers pinnace,, 
and were prefently conveyed to. the boat^ which we reached about 
ten o'clock at night.. I would attempt to give the reader ibme. 
idea of the place we got into,, but the defcription demands an. 
higher coloring than my pencil can convey. If he can imagine^, 
however, the fituation of four gentlemen, crouded together in a, 
fquare of about five feet diameter, with no defence from the. 
noontide funs and midnight dews of the Arabian coaft,: depfived. 
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of the fmalleft exercife of their limbs^ and condemned to the 
conftant fociety of the boat's crew, wholly at the difcretion of 
a perfidious race, and with the profpeft of a long and tedious 
cruize in an unknown iea — he may gather fome faint traits of 
the undertaking we were engaged in. As we fought the danger, 
there can be no vanity in ipes^ing of it : as fomething more 
than an idle temerity, enforced the profecution of a voyage, ite 
difficulties of which we were fufficiently apprized of. 


JOURNAL OF THE BOAT IMPOSITION 

FROM YAMBO TpWARDS SUEZ. 


TUESDAY, loth Junet. 

We were difturbed at day-break by the arrival of the nokidahjr 
and pilot who is to navigate the boat, which, from the price we 
have paid for her, we have named the Impofition. They brought 
another Arab and three Abyffinian flaves with them, who made 
up her crew. And thefe are full fufficient to manage her. 
Could we confult our eafe before our fafety, we would willingly 
difpenfe with this addition to. our numbers, which greatly ex- 
ceed the fize and convenience of our bark. We found no little: 
difficulty, laft night, in providing for our repofe. Our chefts 
form a fquare in the center of the boat, and my companions 
and I, each take up his lodging on his own. cheft« Our fer- 
vants difpofed themfelves in fuch places, as they could obtain a 
footing upon j but this increafe to our fociety, will reduce theoi 
to the neceifity of fecuring. a poft for themfelves* 
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We weighed our anchor at 6 A. M. and ftood to tha weft- 
ward, with the wind at N« by W. But we had not got a league 
out, wheu the wind hauled round to N. W. This obl^ed us 
to run back again, and anchor at the mouth of the haibor. 

We had not been here long^ when a boat paf^ u$» widi 
Captain Bacon and his chief mate on board. They are bound 
for Judda, and we had but juft time to hail each other, and 
renew our wifhes for our reciprocal welfare. The wind wiH be 
fair for their boat, when they get clear of the harbor ; and their 
paiTage promifes to be a fpeedy one, in proportion as the wind 
is unfavorable to us. 

The wind was ftrong all day from the N. W. In the even- 
ing we faw the Adventure, ftanding towards us. There were but 
a few of her fails fet ; and the Arabian pilots, to whofe charge 
flie is committed by the Xerif 's order, not being able to make 
any hand of it, brought her to an anchor again in the har- 
bor. This outfet proves the littie knowledge of thefe pilots ; 
and it will be well if they carry her fafely to Judda, confidering 
the great difference between working her, and vtffdas rigged for 
coafting voyages. 

I have smnexed a chart of the Red^fea, £rom Yambo to Socs^ 
that the reader may purfue the track of the boat as. he reads the 
journ^« 

WEDNESDAY, nth June. 

The nokidah and pilot flept upon the poop lafb night. Our 
arrangement, therefore, is as follows. They have poflbiied them* 
felves of the ftem ; my companions and myfelf occupy the mid- 
i^ace, and our itrvafits and the ci^w keep in the £ore-part of 
the boat. We have mounted a muiketoon- upon the gunnel^ 
and have our fuiees and piftols loaded. But as^ we are as yet> 
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under the protection of the fort, we have not began to keep 
watch during the nr^U 

At 6 A. M. we weighed with the wind at S. W. and flood 
N. W. and ran aboat three leagues $ Iwt the wind fuddenly veer* 
iBg round to ^e weft and W. N. W. the pilot found he coidd 
not reach his intended anchormg-place^ and, to oui* great mor^ 
lificatioffi, ran l)aclc before the wind, to an opening between! 
the rocks. Thefe rocks ai^ a part of a reef, that extends frank 
Judda to Cape Mahomet, and in which our vefTel was imfor^ 
tunately entangled, when we were driven to the ncceffity of 
putting into Yambo. We underftand there are particular i^zct^ 
tipon this coaft, which vcffels are obliged to reach during tbe day, 
tn: clfe they muft, at times, run back to tfie birth which they 
left, for want of anchoring-ground^ At one of thefe ftages,. 
our boat brought to, at twelve o'<:lock, which is the propereft 
term that can be ufed on the occalion. As the boat approaches 
the reef, one of the crew jumps from the Ibrecaftle, with a hook 
in each hand, and diving under the reef, faflens die hooks ta 
the rocks, which are rendered porous by the water. The boat 
lides here in fmooth water, with her (ides almoJIl touchuig the 
rocks. And here a veflei of ccmfiderable burden, might ride ^ 
as the water is fa deep> that we cannot find a bottom with fe^ 
veral fathoms of rope. 

We took an dbfervation at noon, and found ourfehres in the 
latitude of 24* 10' north. We have hitherto made little or no' 
progrefs in our voyage ; but are not to defpair, becaufe the 
winds have been contrary for two days. In the afternoon we 
few the Adventure,^ ftanding to the ibuthward. This denotes* 
that fhe is clear of the harbor, but fhe kerns to be gokig under 
a very eaiy CsuL 
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THURSDAY, 12th June. 

The nokidah waded afhore during the night, in order to go 
to Yambo for a fpar, to replaqe one which was carried away 
yefterday. He had not left us long, when a brilk breeze fprung 
op from the land, with which we might have made a ftretch 
ito the northward, had our mafter been aboard, fiut this is only 
on a fuppofition, that thefe people work their boats in the 
night, which we iiave, indeed, but too much reafon to doubt. 
At day-break the wind ihifted to the N. W« {o that when the 
jnokidah retuiaied, he found that it was impoffible for us to 
itir. He brought fome intelligence refpef^ing the Adventure. 
Jt feems that the Arabian pilots are fo unfldlfiil in the manage- 
ment of a veflel of her con£bru6lion, that the fupercargoes and 
the officer who remain on boards are afraid of being caft away 
in the paffagc to Judda. They have already loft all her own 
'.anchors by their ignorance ; and it is a great chance, if they 
liucceed better with the grapnels, which they have taken in, to 
•iupply the lofs. The fituation of this veflel is very peculiar. 
She iwas reduced to her prefent diftrefs by the treachery of thefe 
.barbarians ; and is in danger of being wrecked by their oh* 
flinacy, in not permitting Captain Bacon to take charge of her, 
*when they carry her clear of the rocks. But vengeance^ no 
doubt, awaits the injured. This is not the firft time, that the 
Engliih flag has redrefled her fubjedts, even in this remote fea : 
:and the hour perhaps will come, when the Xerif of Mecca will 
be for.ced to do juftice to the fufferers on the fnow Adventure. 

About nine o'clock the wind changed to the fouthward ; but 
we could not take advantage of it, on account of the abfence 
of fome of our company. Lieutenant * * * went afhore at fix 
o'clock, on pretence of gathering famphire, and took Ibrahim, 
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cur nterpreter with him. We were a little furprized at their 
ftay ; but when the wind became £ivorable» we diipatched a ma« 
riner into the country^ to recal them to the boat. But how 
was our furprize increafed» when the mefienger returned, and 
informed us, that they were not to be found \r Various were our 
conjeftures on this occaiion. We at one time, fancied that they 
had wandered beyond their knowledge, and were gone towards 
the beach^ by trying which they muft at length find the boat. 
At another, we apprehended they had been furprized by the wild 
Arabs, and carried into flavery. The true caufe was the furtheft 
from our thoughts « But ibmething pofleiled our nokidah to be^ 
lieve, that the abfentees were gone to Yambo. Whether he had 
obferved Lieutenant * ^ * *s dtfcontent at his fitualion, and fuf- 
pe6):ed that he was engaged in a buiinefs unfavorable to him, 
fo it was, the nokidah'^ penetration exceeded ours, and he de<- 
itermined -to f^ek them at Yambo. It was about noon when 
he fet out for the town, which .is about two leagues from 
4ience ; and, that notliing might be wanting on our parts, to re- 
cover our friends* vre dire^ed two mariners to take different routes 
'in fearoh of them, while we hoifled a fignal on our mainmaft, 
and ditcharged our mufloetoon repeatedly, in hopes of attracting 
their ^notice. At 3 P. M. the wind came about to .the N« W. 
and blew from that point the reft of the day. 

Our mariners^retumed withas little fuccefs^ as before. Our opi« 
mions now began to waver, and we fufpefted that Lieutenant ♦** 
had taken fome extraordinary ftep. Ever fince our imprifonment 
at Yambo, his conduft had been the reverfe to what we had known 
it. His prejudice againft the Arabs exceeded all bounds, and his 
apprehenfions of them (eemed to have difordered his inteUeds. 
He often expre&d fuch an abhorrence of the voyage we were 
about ta engage in, that we more than once .prefled him to for- 
bear accompanyingjis. We had obferved with concern^ that 
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he had betrayed fears f(»* his life ever iince he entered the boat ; 
and was always on the watch, while we flept in the fecuritj 
which our fituation required. We were too near to Yambo, to 
expert danger from the country; and all refiftance would 
be vain, were harm intended us by the government. But tlue 
night before,, he had declared, that our Arabs meant to murder 
us at fuppcr. Then, that they had deferred it imtil midnight* 
Thefe, and many other extravagancies which he committed, wc 
attributed to the efFefts of diftruft, and contented ourf^ves with . 
laughing at them ; although he frequently protefted, that he had 
overheard the Arabs debating on the manner of our deaths. 

The day thus pafled over our heads, while we labored under a> 
weight of vexation and anxiety. We had mified of aa fair a wind 
as could blow for us ; and were uncertain of the fate,, which had 
befallen Lieutenant * * * and Ibrahim. At five o'clock we difco- 
vered camels and a guard of foldiers at a diftance,. which a£tualiy> 
turned out to be their efcort. Our looks mutually exhibited afto- 
nifhment and confiifion at this meeting. Bulr we pitied the fitua* 
.tioaof our companion, and forbore to reproach him in the pre^^ 
^ience of the guard. He feemed much agitated. and fatigued,, and 
ipoke but little on his arrivaL From our interpreter and the 
guard, we learnt the particulars of his expedition. It appears, that 
his diftruft of our Arabs had fo worked upon the mind of Liea- 
tenant * * ♦, as. to induce him to return^ in a clandeftine! man-- 
ncr, to the vizier of Yambo,. and communicate his fiifpicions. 
On their reaching the fliore,. he artfuHy drew Ibrahim towards 
the town, and, on their getting about a mile, by threats and en* 
treaties, he perfuaded the fimple fellow to accompany him. On 
their reaching the town, they were laid hold of by fome Arabs; 
and carried, as they dcfired, before the vizier. They were re- 
ceived very politely by that minifter, and the complaint of Lieu- 
tenant ♦* * was fo far attended to, that a. guard waa ordered to, 
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take the boat*people into cuftody. At this moment the 
nokidah arrived, and gave evidence of his innocence, by the 
relation of our behavior on the abfence of the accufer. The 
tables were now turned, and Lieutenant ♦ * * was fent back 
to us, in the manner before recited. The vizier difpatched 
an Hindoo with him, to afiure us, in the Moor tongue^^ that we 
had nothing to fear from the boat-people, whole lives fliould 
anfwer for our fafety* We were obliged, in our own defence, to 
difbwn any knowledge of Lieutenant * * *'s intentions ; and to 
thank the vizier for his candid behavior on this occafion. The 
guard then departed, with a gratification which we made them 
for their trouble. 

As accufations and repinings were equally vain, we determined 
among ourfelves, to be filent on this myfterh>us conduct of 
Lieutenant * * *. We, however, reprimanded Ibrahim very fe- 
verely, ih'his prefence, for the folly which he had been guilty of; 
and came to a general refolution, not to go on fhore on. the 
continent, nor detain the boat for any one, who ventured to do 
fo in future. After we went to bed, we obferved Lieutenant ♦ • * 
go to the poop, and by means of geftures, and the few words 
of Arabic of which he is mafter, hold a kind of difcourfe with 
the nokidah and pilot. He came to his fcrutoire once or twice^ 
and we fu^£t took out money. What he did with it, or what 
will be the ifTue of his imhappy turn of mind, we cannot deter^ 
mine. It was late when he laid down, and we have reafbn to be« 
lieve his reft is broken and unfound. 

* 

FRIDAY, 13th JuNB. 

Our boat got under fail at four 6'clock this morning, with a 
light breeze from the land. Though (he is too large to row 
againft an head fea, we found the advantage of having oars on 
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bdSard. The weather Was^ fo moderate; We iHade ufe 6f thtai the 
greateft part of the morning. At nine A. M\ the wind fhifted 
to the S. W. but proved very faint. We felt the rage of the 
fun to-day pretty feverely. Whili we arc under fail, it is not 
^ofSble for us to put up a canvafs awning, wth which we are 
furniftied. But to advance quicker in our progrefs, we muft be 
content to be expofed in this manner. About 3 P. Mi the wind 
came round to the favorite point, the N. W. which obliged 
us to run into fmooth water, and bring to, as before, between* 
the breakers and the ihore ; from the latter of which we are 
about a mile diftant. The coaft here is rather low, but the 
mountains rife a few miles behind it. The fky was too hazy for 
lis to take an obfervation at noon ; but by our reckoning,, we 
have gained about three leagues to the northward in the la£^ 
run. 

Juft as the boat came to anchor. Lieutenant * ♦ *'s infirmity 
plainly difcovered itfelf. We had been confirmed fmce yefterday, 
in our fufpicions of his brain beirig touched. His appetite was 
gone, his looks were wild and difordered, and his converfation 
continually bordered upon madnefs. He told us, when the boat 
ibobd out to fea this morning, that the Arabs were carrying us 
there to murder us ; and, when (he ftood into land, he changed 
his tone^ and pronounced our deaths to be prepared for us here. 
We little regarded fuch ftrange fancies ; but were alarmed much at 
his feizing his fword when we came to andior, and bidding us ta 
ftand upon our defence. The Arabs were now juftly frightened 
at his extravagance, and we had much ado to perfuade him to lay 
by his fword. This circumftance had beoi overlooked, and we 
had determined only to keep a ft rift eye on his condudl; when 
the arrival of two boats, from the northward, in thc.cove-we are 
illy opened a ftrange and unexpe6:ed fcene. 

As they approached us. Lieutenant ♦ ♦f betrayed the ftrongeft 
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fyaiptbms of uneafinefi. He gravely bade us prepare for death; 
andj unaccountably^ made thefe new-comers privy to our fate. 
It was in vain that we aiTured him^ they could have no intima* 
tioh of any ill which was meant us^ ; Grangers as they were, and 
accidental as our meeting had been. Such an unhappy prepof- 
feffion had he taken againft the Arabians in general, that no 
opinion, no reafoniiig of ours, could avail. We kiiew that Ke 
had but little knowledge of the Arabic language ; but every, word 
that had an affinity to thofe of wicked purport^ was converted^ 
by his diftempered imagination, into the very mifchief itfelf; as- 
his infe6led fight, in like jnanner, turned flicks into fpears, and 
knives into daggers. The ears of Ibrahim were open as well as 
his, and his ready apprehenfion of the language would have ad^ 
vertifed us of danger, if any were at hand. 

It had been whifpered to U£r, that fomc money had been given 
to our nokidah laft night > and we were now not a little aflo* 
nifhed to find from Lieutenant ♦ ♦ ♦ himfelf, that the fum was 
no lefs than 75 Venetians, which he had divided between the no* 
kidah and pilot, to fave his li&i He lamented, however, that it* 
was in vain ; for our deaths were fixed upon, and wefhouldfbon 
follow Captain Bacon and the gentlemen in the Adventure, 
who, he vehemently affirmed, had been maf&cred fome days be* 
fore. To divert' thefe ftrange. thoughts as much as poffible, a. 
flave-boy of Major Alexander's^ played on the fiddle, while the 
Arabs in the other boats, joined us with their kinds of mufic. 
We had fupped, and were looking at fome fifh, which wereplay«- 
ihg about the boat, when Lieutenant* * * fuddenly iprang from 
his feat, with two fwordsin.his hand, and running to the ma* 
jor, gave him one fword. to defend himfelf, and attempted to- 
draw the other, as he faid his life was in dangei*, from a man 
near the mainmaft of the boat, who had a poniard in his hand. . 
The boat was. immediately filled with confiifioni the crew 
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crouded together in the ftcrn, and called out to the other boat, 
which pufhed away from us in hafte. The matter was too criti- 
cal to be trifled with ; and the frenzy of our companion had be- 
come too confpicuous, to be palliated. He was accordingly 
feized, and difarmed by us ; and, in the ftruggle, the m^or re- 
ceived a flight wound in the foot, from the other's fword. 

We .now began to be alarmed for ourfelves. The ftrange 
boats might judge from appearances, that we had hoitile inten- 
tions, and perhaps attempt to fecure themfelves, in a manner 
not very agre^ble to us. The nokidah of ours came to us, and 
poiitively declared, that he would not get under fail again, 
while Lieutenant * * * remdned on board. It was to no pur- 
pofe that we offered to pledge our lives for the fafety of himfelf 
and crew ; and to keep a conftant watch on our unhappy friend. 
The man was jftartled at the mad freaks, which had been com- 
mitted; and owned to us, that he thought our lives in equal 
danger with his own : as in his frantic fits. Lieutenant * * * 
would not be able to diftinguifh his friends from his imaginary 
foes. The reader may fuppofe that this infinuation made no 
impreflion upon us. Our repugnance in parting with our com- 
panion in fo melancholy a fituation, awakened all our eloquence, 
and redoubled our efforts to keep him with us. For fome 
hours did we argue the matter, with our nokidah and pilot, who 
had now joined him. But they remained deaf to our remon- 
ftrances. We found ourfelves reduced to the neceflity of either 
foregoing our voyage, or complying with thefe fellows' demand, 
of defiring Lieutenant * * * to return to Yambo upon one of 
the boats near us. This boat is afterwards to proceed to Judda ^ 
where he will find Captain Bacon, and be certain of being ac- 
commodated in his vefTel. 

When we faw there was no alternative, but what had been 
j>{:opofed to us, we were fain to acquiefire, however ftrong our 
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rehx£^ance to fuch a meafure. But on a ferious review of ir, 
LiiBUtenant * * ♦> intereft may have demanded it, as much as 
our own,. The bufinefs we are engaged in, is of too great con* 
fequence to be forgone; and by his going to Judda, we are af** 
certained that he is likely to meet with the afliftance which his 
unfortunate cafe requires, from the furgeon of the Swallow floop 
of war. Whereas, by proceeding with us, his malady would 
daily encreafe, by the force of the terrors which he entertains of 
our Arabs. And .fbme months would perhaps elapfe before 
he could receive the advice of an European furgeon. The 
opportunity of removing him might never occur again ; and 
the idea of beholding him funk in the laft ftage of madnefs, 
bound hand and foot, and out of the reach of medicine,, 
prefents a picture too diftreffing to encounter, even in fancy. 
A letter was therefore written to Captain fiacon^ with a fum- 
mary of the* untoward affair. We requefted^ him to fupply 
Lieutenant * ♦ ♦ with the money which he had paid for his ihare 
of the boat; for which Captaia Bacon was to call on. our attor— 
nies tn India. 

Our nolddahn now hailed one ofthe Boats; and^ induced it to> 
draw near us agwi • He related IJie caufe of the late £fturbance, . 
and agreed with the niafter of it, to land Lieutenant * ♦ ♦ and 
his flave-boy at Yambo, and afterwards carry him to Judda.. 
He was now afked the amount of the fum; which he had re- 
ccived the laft night from Lieut toant ♦ ♦ ♦. The nokidah audi 
pilot produced 25 Venetians, which they declared were all he: 
had given them. It was impoflible to difcover the truth. Lieu- 
tenant * ♦ * might perchance be miftaken, and they be apt to 
deceive. us in fuch a point. It appears, however, of little mo- 
ment toi our poor friend ; who; is in* a mood to give away all his 
money to the firft man he is diftruftful of. 

It was now midnight,^ and Lieutenant f * * feemed dcfirous . 
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of paffing die night with us 5 which he once more folemhly 
averred, was the laft which he or we fhould ever know. As we 
were not to part until day-*break> we readily affented to this 
jdeiire. We prevailed on him to lie down on one of our beds, 
as he was afraid to remain in his own. At his own requeft, and 
for the fatisfa6tion of our Arabs, Mr. Hammond and myfelf 
kept watch over him until morning. I do not remember to have 
ever been engaged in a more difs^reeable office. Our humanity 
was wounded by the objeft before us ; ^md our . confciences 
were touched at a refolution, which we had been obliged to 
adopt in our own defpite. The reader of fenfibility will feel for 
our perplexity. Not a wink of fleep did our charge get 
during the night. He ftarted up every moment in his bed^ 
or called out to us to know, what villain flood. behind him 
with a drawn fword ! He feemed not to apprehend danger from 
the other boats ; or to droam of aflTaffins, but among our own 
people. 

S AT URD A Y, 14th June. 

At day-break the .fignal was made for falling. jLieutenant 
,♦ « ♦ arofe, rather more coi^pofed than ufual,. a^d , permitted his 
baggage to be put into the other boat, without complainirtg* 
He had refle£lion enough at this moment, tx> fee the neceffity of 
our ieparation ; and aiTured us, that he held himiblf in no mote 
danger in one place than another. .It was his firai opinion that 
our deftiny was certain, whether in this veffel or that, at Yambo 
or at Judda. We paid for his paflage, and gave the mafter of 
the boat a verbal meffage for the vizier, to advertife him of our 
companion's fituation, and to requeft his good offices, in' getting 
him conveyed fafely to Judda. Ojiu: letter for Captain 6acon« 
we committed to the flave-bqy, together with his maker's 
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fwords and keys. This is a fhrewd honeft boy» who we make 
no doubt will be as careful as he can be^ of his mafter^ on this 
fhort pafTage. We had the fatisfaftion to perceive, that Lieu- 
tenant ♦ * * left us much more readily, than we could have ex- 
pe£i:ed. Though his antipathy to the Arab^is rooted in his pre- 
fcnt diforder, he diftinguiflies ours more particularly, in his 
diftruft i and perhaps, the quitting their company, is a temporary 
relief to his mind. Fortunate did we hold it, that not an angry 
word was requifite, to haften his departure ; affefted as we were 
at the fituation of a perfon, whom we had fome regard for, and 
averfe to embittering the potion which was prepared for him* 
Our principal confolation arofe from the wind being fair for his 
return. It enfufed his reaching Yambo in a few hours 5 and 
might throw him. even in the way of the Adventure, which we 
had feen at the mouth of the harbor but two days before. At 
all events, we depended on the vizier's treating him with the fame 
humanity as before ; and complying with the requeft, which we 
had made in his behalf. 

The boats had not long left us with Lieutenant * * *, when 
a breeze of wind came off the land. We prefently got under 
fell, and had made a good ftretch along fliore, when the wind 
fuddenly came ahead^ and blew fo ftrong, as to oblige us to tack 
about, and look for a flielter from its fury. We ran back a 
good way on this defign, and at 1 1 A. M. entered a large bay 
encircled by a reef of rocks, to which we faftened our boat, in 
the manner before defcribed. This bay is called Jeraboop, by 
the Arabians. In the middle of it there is an ifland, on which 
{lands a prieft's houfe. His name is Beridi, and we underfland 
that he is vifited by all the faithful who pafs by, on account of 
his extreme piety and old age. We were too much taken up 
with the late misfortune which had befallen our fociety, to in- 
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iiland alone. 

We could get no obfervation at noon. The wind blew very 
violent the whole day from the N. W. but there is no fea in this 
bay, though it is two miles acrofs from the rocks to the fhore^ 
which is here as mountainous as ufual. We caught fome beau- 
tiful rock-fifli in the evening, with our hooks. They were well 
tailed, and encouraged us to hope for fuch refreftiments, at other 
places on the coaft. The wind increafed during the night, and 
threatens a ftorm. 

SUNDAY, 15th J0NE. 

We cannot move this niorning, as the wind Gill remains con-r 
trary ^ the weather is very boifterous without, but we may laugh 
at the ftorm, which . idly fpends its rage on the reef of rocks, 
that rifes up^ like the fevenfold fhield of Ajax, between us and 
danger* Never was a coaft fo provided by nature, with a barrier 
againft the hoftilities of the fea or of mankind • The very furge 
is not permitted to lafh it. And all the navy of Europe would 
be deterred by this fonnidable outwork from approaching any 
fortification which might be erciScd on the fhore. What a pity 
is it, that the country is not worthy of the difpofition, which 
has been made in its favor ! There is no occafion for armies to 
prote£l the coaft ; and it is certain, that Arabia Petrea is not 
indebted to this line of rocks, for her fecurity. She poured forth 
myriads of enthufiafts, under her warlike fon Mahomet, in fearch 
of more fertile lands. Nor does it appear^ that her defarts, in 
that interval, attra6ted the avarice of jforeign invaders. 

We amufed ourfelves during the morning in catching fifli, 
which readily take the bait here. Some of them have a mouth 
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like a parrot's beak, which our Arabs advife us not to eat. But 
whether from their unfcemly form, or their being really unwhole*- 
Jbme, Ibrahim could not difcover. At 10 A. M- we faw a 
boat {landing towards us, which we fuppofe to be bound to 
Yambo. The people on board defcried us, and at eleven o'clock 
flie run fo near the reef we were upon, as to be within hearing. 
We find {he comes from Suez, and learn that mott of the Engli{h 
veflfels have left that port. This was all the convirlation that 
we had with the boat, which put before the wind, and was foori 
out of fight. We gather this confolation, however, from the 
intelligence, that it is likely the winds are about to {hift in 
this quarter. We can no otherwife account for the departure 
of our {hips from Suez, fo much earlier than we expefted. Our 
voyage may therefore, be more profperous than it promifed 
to be. 

We had no obfervation at noon, and the wind remained in 
the N. W. quarter while we lay h«:e/ A poor woman wade4, 
and fwam through the water to our boat in the evening, and 
was very thankful for fome meafures of rice which fhe took 
away. 

MONDAY, i6th June. 

We were awakened at one o'clock this morning, by the boat 
getting under way. It is impoflible for the Arabs to perform 
this manoeuvre, without, our knowledge j and though we loft our 
reft by the noife on board, we were agreeably furprized at their 
taking advantage of the light breeze, which came from the land. 
With fail and oar, we made a fliifit to go at the rate of a knot 
and a knot and an half an hour, the whole night. At day- 
break we iaw a veffel to the N. W. ftanding as we did. Our 
people fay, that fhe is alfo bound for Suez, and has been out no 
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lefs than twenty days from Yambo. At 9 A. M. we difcovered 
two more fail ahead. At ten we perceived a fhoal, which they 
call Morfa, fome leagues diftant ; and at noon, two of the boats 
appeared at anchor, within a point of land in the N. E. quar* 
ter. We ftood for them ; but the wind had now fhifted to the 
N. W. and it was the work of fome hours, to carry ourfelves 
within the reef where the largeft veffel was lying. We hooked 
our boat clofe by her about 3 P. M. and underfland the bay 
we are in is called Banas. By our. obfervation to-day it lies m 
the latitude of 24*" 30' north. Cape Mahar within view to the 
northward. We are much difappointed at finding what little pro- 
grefs we have made fince we left Yambo ; and particularly, after 
having, been at fea to-day no lefs than fourteen hours. But our 
voyage bears an intimate refemblance to what the Greeks em* 
barked in of old } and by our mode of coafting alone^ we can 
eaiily conceive Ulyfles to have been ten years rounding the fliores 
of Greece ; without the intervention of any enmity, but what 
the mariner may expeft from the winds and waves. 

In the evening we went on board the veffel by us. Her bur- 
den and accommodations place her far above the ftile of our boat ; 
and we could not but repine at our lot^ which had thrown us 
into an open boat, when it is plain that fome of them are pro- 
vided with.cabbins. We were received very civilly by her noki- 
dah, who tells us that he is going to Suez. He is fickly, and was 
very thankful for fome medicines we Ipared him^ which we 
brought with us for the complaint he is afHi£ted with. Thefe, 
the Arabians never fail to folicit of Europeans, when they have 
occafion for them, as they have a notion that we have one and 
all of us, a fmattering in phyfic. The wind frefhened, and blew 
all night from the N. W. as ufual. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, 17th June. 

The wind is ftill contrary, and we cannot move this morning. 
It blew fo ftrong at day-break, that our Arabs made our boat 
faft with another rope, by a turn round a pointed rock. Where 
we lie, a man of war might ride in great fecurity. There are 
feveral fathoms of water clofe by the rocks, which break the 
force of the fwell that tumbles down from the N. W. the reef 
at low water is every where dry, and we then pick up plenty of 
fifh among the crevices of the rocks. While we have this fup- 
ply, we (hall not be at a lofs for provifions. We have ftill a 
fheep left, and fhall referve a few fowls which we got from the 
Adventure, for more neceflitous times. 

At 8 A. M. the nokidah of the large veffcl paid us a vifit. It 
was partly to return our compliment, but lus principal bufinefs 
was to look at our chart of the Red Sea. Our Arabs tcU us 
that he is one of the beft pilots of their nation. On a review of 
this chart we find it tolerably exaft, as to the names of the 
iflands and headlands on this coaft. It is our intention, in the 
courfe of our voyage, to correft it where it is faulty, and to 
point out all the reefs and fhoals between Yambo and Cape 
Mahomet. We have the advantage of being with pilots, who 
aie acquainted with eveiy creek and corner of the coaft; and 
may gather fuch information of the track, as will prove of 
fervice to veffels thrown by currents on this dangerous ftiore* 
The fellow's furprize was very great, to hear places named by 
ftrangers, which only thofe of his own profeffion among his coun- 
trymen were acquainted with. They have no fuch thing as a 
chart ; but his natural fagacity quickly made him comprehend 
the plan of ours. But as we are the firft Europeans whom he 
has heard of in this navigation, he cannot reconcile to himfelf, 
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how the fituation of thefe iflands could have been taken by vef- 
fcls that dare not approach them. He has not the leaft idea of 
the ufe of the quadrant ; and he conceived that we were rather 
making difcoveries in the heavens, than afcertaining our latitude 
below. 

We began to keep a regular watch to-night. Each gentleman 
and his fervant to take two hours in rotation. We fhall run no 
rilk, it (eems, until we get among the iflands, but it is prudent 
to inure ourfelves in time to a neceflary habit. There were hard 
^ales from the N. W. all day and part of the night. 

WEDNESDAY, i8th June. 

We were under way at 6 A. M. with the wind at N. by W% 
and flood out to fea. But the wind was too moderate to be of 
much fervice to us, againft the heavy fwell which the late blow- 
ing weather has occafioned. We tacked therefore at i o o'clock, 
and the wind coming round more to the W. we were enabled, 
contrary to our expeftations, to fetch a reef to the northward 
of Cape Mahar about 2 P. M. There is another boat at anchor 
about a mile to the northward of us, fuppofed alfo to be bound 
to Suez. Our boat beats better to windward than the two which 
were in company with us yefterday. The largeft of which has 
run into (hore near a league to the fouthward, and the other 
within a mile of us. 

We were difappointed of an obfervation to-day by the high 
lands to the fouthward, which obftrufted our view. Our pro- 
grefs however has been very little. Were not the full moon at 
hand, we fliould look for little fuccefs in beating up fuch a coafl: 
as this. A few days of a foutherly wind would give us a good 
fhove in the Ihort diftance we are going ; and all our hopes reft 
on the influence of this ufeful planet. The gentle light which 
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fhe how affords us during the night*feafon, proves a great relief 
to us after the funihine of the day, in this fultry month. But 
difficult as we find it to keep ourfelves cool in the day-time, it 
is no eafier matter to defend our bodies from the damps of the 
night, when the wind is loaded with the heavielt dews that ever 
fell. To be in readinefs for every change of wind in our favor, 
we are obliged to forego the benefit of the awning I m,entioned. 
We lie expofed to the whole weight of the dews, and thq cloaks 
in which we wrap ourfelves, are as wet in the morning, as 
if they had been immerfed in the fea. It is plain, however, that 
they are not impregnated with the bad qualities, which render 
people fo fearful of the dew in moft parts of the world, or our 
conftitutions would have evinced the faft. 

The weather was very moderate during the night, and the 
wind remained in the ufual quarter. We relieved our watch re- 
gularly, as the night before, and find that a little praftice will 
make it eafy to us. 

THURSDAY, 19th June. 

We got under fail at day-break with the wind at N, and flood 
out to fea imtil 10 o'clock. The wind now heading us, we 
tacked and lay up along fhore. Our courfe was but flow, but 
we continued gaining ground until 2 P. M. when we ran into 
a fine bay, and brought to, on a reef within an hundred yards 
of the beach. We are not at all difpleafed with the working of 
our boat. She has run her two conforts out of fight, and beat 
the boat which was a-head of us yefterday. There was a con- 
tefl between them the whole morning, and the viftory declared 
in favor of our boat, which has fetched a mile to windward of 
the other. However contemptible the prize, there is a fecret fa- 
tisfaftion in being fuperior to our neighbors on every occa- 
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fion. And I doubt, whether the winner at an horfe-race could 
have exulted more, than we did at our dexterity, in beating a 
vefl?l, much worfe found than ours. 

The bay we are in, is in the latitude of 24* 36' N. by an 
obfervation which we took to-day. To the W. it is defended 
by a reef of rocks, and the high land to the northward and 
eaftward, would fecure it from a ftorm in thofe points. There 
is water enough within for the largeft fliips ; but it is very un- 
certain, whether they could gain admittance within the reef 
that guards this coaft. It is not always that we difcern that 
reef to the weftward of us ; but there is every reafon to imagine, 
that we are ftill failing within it ; and that the rocks are only 
more funken in thofe places, where the fea is not feen to break 
upon them. It was accident alone, that brought the Adventure 
through this reef before our arrival at Yambo ; and it would 
be the fame chance, that would fteer a veflcl of her burden into 
this bay, clear of the dangers which impede the paflage. 

To atone, in fome meafure, for the want of exercife in our 
prefent fituation, we make a praflice of going into the water 
regularly before fun-fet. The coves we lie in, are very conve- 
nient for this purpofe ; and we find great benefit^ as well as re- 
frefhment, from the fait water. 

FRIDAY, 2oth June. 

We weighed at day-break, and ftood out to fea, with the wind 
at N. N. W. At 7 A. M. we faw the ifland of Hafana, bear- 
ing about N. N. W. at the diftance of eight leagues. At 
eight, we ran by a funken rock, above three leagues from the land; 
and at the fame time we difcemed breakers upon our lee-quarter, 
a league further in the fea. At ten we tacked with the wind at W. 
and ftood along the coaft. At eleven we came among a number of 
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breakers, that extend three or four leagues into the Tea. Our pilot 
appears to be well experienced in this navigation. He difplayed his 
dexterity to-day, by running us through narrow channels, and 
almoft brufhing the rocks to the windward of the boat. This is 
as dangerous a part as we have feen of this coaft ; nor would it be 
poflible for a Ihip, without an Arabian pilot on board, to fteer 
through this net of rocks and fhoals, except by a miracle. 

We proceeded under an eafy fail for fome hours. The weather 
was remarkably hot, and we were expofed, as ufual, to all the rage 
of a vertical iun. But we had the fatisfaftion to refle6t, that we 
were gaining fbmewhat on our way. And this fervcd to alleviate 
the inconveniences to which we are fubjefted by our fituation. 
The fatisfaflion, however, was tranfient. The wind headed ua 
at two o'clock, and we were obliged to run into fliore by another 
boat, which is faid to be bound for Suez. We had the mortifica- 
tion ftill not to keep the ground which we had fo happily attain- 
ed. The pilot did not like the birth, and ran back again to the 
fouthward, in fearch of another. It is impoilible to portray the 
countenances which we exhibited during this manoeuvre. We 
could not contain our vexation, and remonftrated pretty warmly 
with the pilot, on his fporting with our good fortune, and throw* 
ing away the advantages which we fo feldom obtained. He lent a 
deaf ear to our complaints ; and went near a league, before we ar* 
rived at the bay where he intended to pafs the night. Here we 
came to on a reef, at 4 P. M. and found the water not deep enough 
to admit veflels of any burthen. Our obfervation at noon brought 
us into the latitude of 24* 46 'N. The wind was moderate all 
night from the N. W. 


N SATUR. 


i 90 ] 


SATURDAY, 2ift June, 

We were iXMized at three this morning by the bo^t getting under 
way. Our beds take up the breadth of the boat, and were we 
ever fb much overpowered with deep, the trampling of the ma- 
riners' feet upon our bodies, would foon chafe away all incfina* 
tions of that nature. There was a light brdi^tfe from the land, 
and the moon being at her full juft before itfprang up, flatters our 
hopes of more favorable winds for Ibme days to Come. We weht 
eaiily dcmg until day-break, when the hig^ land of Hafana ap« 
peardd, bearing N. W. at the diftafice of fix leagues. This ifland 
is in the form of a fugar*loaf, and rifeis like an exhalation from 
the fca. At 9 A. M. a fine breeze Iprtitig up from the S* E, and 
at noon we anchored in a fmall bay, off the northernmoft point of 
Hafana. We were milch out of humor at this delay, but found 
it impdffible to prevent the Arabs flopping, forpurpofes miknown 
to u&. It is an hardfliip oh us, to loCc the benefit of a fair wind,, 
with a month*s provifion and water on board. But we are obliged 
to confider the refblutions of thefe people as la*r, in every thing 
that refpeds the management c^ the boat. 

The ifland <^ Hafana is a barren rock, inhaUted only ^t parti- 
cular feafohs; when the natives from the continent bring off wood,, 
water, and prdvifions, for the coiivenieticy of viffel^ that pafs ta 
and fro. They erefl: temporary habitations for their fatnilies/and 
Kve chiefly upon the fifh with which this coaf^ abounds. This: 
ifland is not more than two leagues long, and about half As Bix^ad. 
It lies about three leagues from the msdn, and in the latitude of 
25*3' N. by this day's obfervation* Here we found three boats^ 
bound likewife for Suez. They mean to join us to-morrow^ in 
order to pafs the clufter of iflands that lies to the nordiward of 
this. This we learn from our nokidah ; who aiTures us that the 
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Buddoos, or wil4 Arabs^ infeft thofe parts^ and make no fcruple 
to attack a (ingle bpat« It was one reafon for his calling here, if 
y^e are to take hi$ word ; and though we hold ourfelves ftrong 
enpugh to venture iijigly through this fea, all argument and dif** 
pleaiure on our fide, are equally vaki . 

The wind blew briikly from the S. E. the resiainder of tbe day, 
and continued in the fame qu^trter until we retiried to reft. The 
Ipfs of time did not a44 more to our difconte^t^ than did the in-* 
dplence and phlegm of our Arabs, 

SUNDAY, aad June. 

Our iiokidah and pilot both lay qUhoce M: nig{)t^ fo thjat h 
was not practicable for us to have failed, had our inclinations only 
bem confulted. A lanii breeze came off from tl^e N« E. about 
an hour before day-break, and at 6 A. M. we fent Ibrahim afhore 
to haften our people. He returned with an anfwer, that the 
other boats were not ready, and that it was fruitlefs to uige the 
neceflity of our affairs, or to expe£t their departure a moment be* 
fore their own time. 

It is mor« than probable, that the fnow Aurora was wreck<» 
ed on the back of this ifland in the month of De<;^mber j a cirf> 
cumftance which has been already noticed in thk work* The 
captain's journal places the ifland in this latitude ; and we have 
fufHcient proofs of a wreck bein^ in this neighborhood. The 
beach is covered with a number of * teak-timbers, knees, and 
bolts of a veilbl ; .aiKl a fine Englifh-built cutter lies upon the 
ilrand, which is new, ^d in good repai(r. 

* The teak-tree is a Jiative of India, and.its timber refembles oak fo.much, that 
it is u&d throughout the £aft for ihip-buildingi It is.tl^oif^t t(Q furpafs oak io 
point of duration. 
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At nine we weighed, in company with five boats, and flood to 
the eaftward, with little or no wind. At ten a fine breeze fprung 
up from the S. W. and we ran by a number of (hoals and breakers 
to the windward of us, that are four or five leagues from the 
main. At eleven we pafied a fandy ifland, from which there ap- 
pears to ftretch a conne6led line of breakers to the ifland of Ha- 
fana. Within this line we have made our run to-day. At 2 P. M. 
we anchored to the eaftward of the ifland of Harama» which lies 
about fix leagues to the northward of Hafana. We had no ob- 
fervation at noon, but we conclude it from our reckoning to be 
in the latitude of 25"* 20 'N. This is a low fandy ifland, extend* 
ing about two miles in length, and half a mile in breadth, and 
fituated about a league from the main. There are a few huts 
near the place we are anchored at, which ferve to fliew the po- 
verty of the inhabitants, and that we have little to fear from 
them, though we perceive that there are boats belonging to the 
ifland. 

From this day's navigation we are convinced, that no fliip can 
approach this part of the coaft of Arabia, w^ith any degree of fe- 
curity ; as the fea is all along foul with flioals and rocks, and wc 
frequently faw breakers to windward of us, which could not be 
lefs than fix or feven leagues from the land. ' The wind was va-- 
riable during the night, but blew chiefly from the weftward. 

MONDAY, 23d June. 

We weighed at day-breafc, after taking on board a couple of 
flieep, which we purchafed her^- for three dollars each. There 
was a brifk breeze from the E. N, E. with which we ftood along 
the coaft. At feven o'clock we paffed the fmall ifland of Abu- 
mellie, which is furrounded by breakers. Here we difcovered an 
Arab family afliore, and a boat put off with fome of the men, to 
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vlfit our people. This ifland is bare of every thing but a few 
bufhesy and does* not lie half a league from the main. At eight 
the wind came round to N. which obliged us to fland out more 
to fea. Our bark is^ indeed, a prime fatlor, and no vefieK 
which we have met with, can keep pace with her. But this is 
rather a difadvantage to us, as our pilot daily foregoes the Superi- 
ority he has gained, to keep company with the other boats. H« 
now inclined more to the weftward than was neceflary. His in- 
tention was evidently to loiter for our conforts. We canaot pre- 
vent the delay which this plan muft occafion, during our difa- 
greeable voyage. Our Arabs feem refolved to grant their coun- 
trymen the proteftion which our company may afford them-i 
and at the fame time, they are not wanting to* perfuade us> that 
DurYecurity confifts in going together. 

The run to-day has been very clear, and the coaft appears morff 
fertile, than we have feen it on this fide of Mocha. At 2 P. M, 
we tacked and ran into fhore. To our, great difappointment, we 
could riot weather a bluff point ah^ad; and the pilot ran back 
near a league, before he could find a fecure birth,. At length he 
camfe to, on a reef clofe to the ihore before four o'clock, where 
we were prefently joined by two of our. fleet. We could get no 
obfervation at noon,^ on account of the highland t:o the fouth?* 
ward ; but, by our reck«iing, we take the place whicji we now 
lie in, to be in the latitude of 2.5** 38' N. 

We had more exercife for our phyfical fkill this evening.^ There 
is a boy lying fiek of a fever, on board one of the boats near us ; 
and on application for relief,, we fent him fome cooling draughts, 
to be repeated according to the directions .which we received. 
But fome bowls of weak tea, which the boy more. readily todky 
produced an immediate perfpiration, and feem more likely to 
promote his recovery. Our fuccefs will not fail to recommend 
us to the-Arab^. The wind blew from the S. W.. a great part 
of the night. 

TUESDAY^ 
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TUESDAY, 24th JuNB. 

We got tinder fail at day-break, wi^ a fine breeze from the 
land, in company widi liie two boats. The other three appear- 
ing above a league aftcrn. We kept about half a league from 
the fliore, but found die water fo (hallow^ that we hold it im- 
poflible the annual Judda fhip fhould go to Suez in this track. 
There were breakers the whole way, fome leagues without us* 
'Several fandy iflands are Mattered about this part of the coaft; 
which are laid down ia llie chart. The ihore is now covered 
with underwood^ and inter^peribd with date<*trees j but no inha«- 
Htants have come into view. 

At 8 A. M. the wind died away, and our crew took to their 
oars and rowed out to fea, in hopes of meeting with the iea- 
wind. The channels here, in many places^ wiU icarcely admit 
our boats between them ; and the rocks around us» ftand out of 
the water, and are covered with the laigeft birds which were 
trer fcen. The Arabs call them Meriah. They have a 4>rodi- 
pous long bill and long legs, which enable them to catch fiih 
in near a fathom water. The cuirent feems to be for us, but 
we have no o[^K>rtunity to try it. At nine we came up with 
the fouthernmoft point of the iftand of Naaman, which is laid 
down in the chart in 26"* 6' north ; with fands about it. But 
this we find to be an error. The illand begins in the latitude 
t)f Z5* 50 ' and extends to a6* 6' north ; and although at a dif- 
tance, it might be taken for a number of different iflands, on a 
nearer view, it proves to be one continued land, overflown in 
feveral quarters at high water. We run between this ifland and 
the main, through very clear and deep water, with a ftrong breeze 
at W. S. W. Latitude per obfervation 25' 50', 

At 3 P. M. we opened a cove within a reef of rocks, and 
o anchored 
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Anchored cloCe on the Arabian coaft, where one of our fleet had 
already arrived. The reft we fairly ran out of fight to-day^ ex- 
<>ept a boat of ow own fixe^ commanded by our pilot's brother $ 
whith fto{^)ed at Naaman to procure a fupply of wood. By our 
reckonings we take oar anchoring-place to be in the latitude of 
ft 6"* north. At fun-iet our nokidah weighed his anchor, and ran 
loiit into deeper water, to prevent a furprize from the wild 
Arabs, who frequent this neighborhood. Hie other boat £oU 
lowed ^Mir example. There wete cahns and light airs the whole 
Hight.. 

WEDNESDAY, 25th June. 

Wc w^faed ^r anchor at day-break, with jst light breeze 
from the land. The two boats were in company, and we went 
under an eafy fail for fome hours. At ft A. NfL a fine gale 
fprung up from the fouthward, and agreeably quickened our 
courfe. We ran by feveral fandy iflands, within a league and 
an half of ^hte main, and in fpite erf the hot weather, entertained 
our imaginations with the feimcfs of the wind,, and the nbvelty^ 
of the navigation. Wc had been a fortnight on board yefter^^ 
day, and though we Were advanced not a tfiird of Ae diAance 
to duez,. we had the ^tisfa£lioh to refie6l, that we had gained 
all our ground in the laft four or five days. For the firft week 
Otnr progress had been delayed by the misfortune of our com*- 
panion, and the ftrength of contrary winds. The winda are now 
variable, andpromiie to be fo until the change of themoon^ It 
only depends upon our Arabs, to improve the occafion which 
foHune pre&nts to us. 

On feme. of the iflandls which we pafled,,wcre ieveral mrdSj. * 
larger even tiian thofc we faw jrefterday. We pofitively mif-' 
^sok them for men at a diftance, wading in die fea ^ and one 
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of them was fo bold, as not to be feared at a fliot; which was 
fired at it from our boat. At 1 1 A. M. the wind veered round 
to- the wdftward, and our pilot thought fi^t to fun under the 
lee of a fandy ifland, where the other boats loon dame to, like* 
wife. With this wind we might have gone a great way fur- 
ther to . the northward, were we not in a manner ftiut up 
Among (hoals and rocks, by keeping fo clofe to the fliore. By 
our obfervation this ifland is in the latitude of a6' 7' north. 

Here our pe6ple gathered a quantity of eggs» which the 
birds lay upon the fandy reefs. They tell us thefe eggs are 
'well-taflied and wholefome ; but we are not driven to fuch 
ftreights, as to.be obliged to put up with all kinds of food. 
The boy is much mended in his fever, and entertains a great 
epinion of the virtues of tea. There were light airs from the 
fourhwar^, ixA calms, during the night. 




THURSDAY, 26tkJuN«. 

.. . 
• • • . • • 1 . 

I ^ye got under fail at day-break, in company with the two 
boats. The wind wjls at S. £. and we ran eafily for fome hours, 
through. very foul water, with fandy Ulands oa each fide of us. 
At o A, M'' we came to, under a fmall ifland ; where our noki- 
dah: tells, us we muft wait for tlie refl: of the .fleet, in order to 
pals fop3e iflands ahead, which are haunted by piratical Arabs, 
Thp cfut;ion of this man begins to communicate itfelf to our 
^linds. Were there not fome danger lurking near us, he could 
not be fQ uniform in his behavior, or fo folicitous for the 
jpnftion of the boats behind us. As the, wind frefliens from 
the fouthward, we have hopes that the reft of the fleet will join 
us in a few hours. But this is little confolation to perfons in 
our Situation, who are anxious to conclude our voyage, and are 
obliged to forego a fair wind in a contrary monfoon. This 
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ifland is about four leagues from the main, and by our obferva- 
tion, is in the latitude of 26° 8'N. There is a pricft dwells 
upon it, called Morbeck, to whofe cell our Arabs are gone, to 
pray for a fair wind, at a time that they are trifling one away ! 
To the ibuth of this ifland there is a remarkable rock, which ap- 
pears at a diftance, like a lion couchant. One of the boats 
is anchored by us, the other is gone to the continent to cut 
wood. 

At noon we difcovered two boats to the fbuthward, and be- 
fore 2 P. M. we were joined by all the fleet, except one boat 
which is a bad failor, and lags behind. We immediately got 
under fail, and fkood to the N. W. with a fine fea breeze. We 
ran briflcly through deep and clear water, until pafl: four o'clock, 
when the wind coming round to the northward of wefl:, the 
whole fleet fteered into fliore, and anchored clofe on the Arabian 
xoaft:. The hindermoft boat came up within a mile of us, Co 
that we are now fix fail in company. , This place, by our ac* 
count, lies in the latitude of 26' 16^ N. 

We had fcarcely come to an anchor, when we difcovered ca- 
mels and d number of women moving towards us. They proved 
to belong to a wandering tribe of Arabs, who are wont to come 
down in a friendly manner, to fell fheep and water to veflels 
that touch on the coaft. Their appearance was truly miferable ; 
and we could perceive but little difference between the human 
and brute creation, whom nature had bred in this defart region. 
Their wants, their appetites, and their infenfibility, bore an in- 
timate ' refemblance together. And they were as much below 
our envy, as above , our compaffion. Light airs from the wefl 
all night. 
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FRIDAY, 27th Jam. 

» 

We were difturbed in our firft flcep, by the fleet of .boats get^ 
ting under way at one this morning. There was a light breeze 
from the land, and with the help of pur oars, we made a Ihift 
to gd between two and three knots an hour. Our run was through 
very foul and fliallow water. At 11 A, M. we pafled a iandy 
ifland, which is lofty, and makes like the ruins of a cajftle land- 
ing in the water : the fides perpendicular and appearing like 
waHs, and at one end, the face refembUng a decayed tower« 
The rocks in this fea are often thrown into fantaftic fhapes. 
Some we have ieen like boats under fail, and fome like animals 
and men. 

A fine breeze now fprung up from the S. W. and at noon we: 
ran by another ifland,. fandy like the former, and lying within 
four leagues of the main. By our obfervation, this ifland is in 
the latitude of 26" 26' N. from hence we continued our courfe 
through clear and deep water, until 3 P. M. when the wind 
heading us, we fl:ood into fliore, to fetch our pilot's . brother, 
whofe boat got the ftart of us tp-day, and had come to an 
anchor under the land. This was the boat that went for wood 
yeftexday, and we were afl:oniflied to fee a fine timber on board, 
which flie had picked up afliore. It is of teak, and being about 
30 feet long, we conjefture it to be one of the beams of the un- 
fortunate Aurora, which the fea has cafl: up again. The 
Arab thinks to get a gox)d price for it, at fome of the ports 
in this fea. 

This place, by our reckoning, is in the latitude of 26* 36 ' N. 
Here we found an opening in the land, which difclofed a very 
deep and romantic valley, where the fea, at times, appears to 
flow in to a confiderable depth. The fame chain of mountains 
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ftill continues withm liand^ * that we have traced from YambcK 
They only vaiy in the line, which in fome places, approaches 
nearer to die coaft thah in others. Four of our fleet not being 
able to reach us, bore away for anchoring-ground, which is not 
in fight. This is no finall mortification to us, who will be un- 
der the neceflity of waiting for them. The wind blew from the 
weftward' during the night. 

SATURDAY, 28th June. 

There was a fine breeze fprang up from the land before day- 
break, but we did not weigh, in expedation of being joined by 
the other boats. At j; P. M. they came in view, but the force 
of the wind was Ipent, and we failed with little or no wind. 
At 8 the wind came round to the N. W. and began to blow fo 
frefh, that our pilot was fain to Tun under 9 reef of breakers, 
which lies more than three leagues from the main. Here our 
pilot's brother was already arrived, but none of the reft of the 
fleet could come up. Our fituation is very digibFe. We are here* 
defended from the violence of the weather, and are ready to flip 
out, fliould the wind veer again to the eaft or ibuth quart«*s.- 
As we advance on our voyage, we have daily frefh matter of 
fiirprize; and behold the intricacies of a navigation, which we- 
had no idea could exift in ariy corner of the globe. By our ob- 
fervation, this reef is in the latitude of z6° 40' N. Cape Sell^ 
bears due north, at the diftance of fix leagues. 

This fea abounds with the large mother-of-pearl oyfl^rs ; and 
our nokidah to-day gave us a proof of his agility, by jumping 
out of the boat when under fail, and bringing up one of thefe- 
oyfters in two fathom water, in time to catch a rope from the 
boat's quarter. Thefe fellows* dexterity in fifliing cannot be 
fufficiently admired; and wherever we are, we may depend 
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upon our mafter for a di(h of excdlent fifh. At low water 
the reef appears fome feet above -the Ictrel of theiea^ and our 
table was not unprovided with its ufual &rvioe« This circum- 
ftance is very favoraMc to this coafting voyage; as, whatever 
other hardfhips they may endure, the want of provifion is not 
felt by the mariners. 

There were hard gales ail. day from thcN.W.. lb that we, 
could not quit our Aation. .As the moon enters into her laft 
quarter to-day, this contrary wind betides us no good, and we 
apprehend , there will be no change until the new moon*. We: 
are beeomevery ikilful in the influeaice&jof this planet ;, but how 
are they <to be pitied, .whofe fbcce^ depends upon fo inconftant 
a^pcwer! The weather was more moderate during the nights 
The wind in the fame, point*. . . 

SUNDAY, 29th JukE.. 

r , . « 
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At half paft fix this morning a light breeze came c^ the land, 
and flattered us to leave our ftation.. We weighed in company 
with the other boat, and flood to the N. N. W. but the win4 
Shifting fuddenly to the W. N. W« and an ugl? fwell being s^infl 
u^, before we had got a league, both, t^e boats were obliged to 
tack, and run back to their former birth under the reef. Here 
we were joined by three more of our fleet at 9 A. M. They 
had luckily made fuch a flretch to fea,^^ as to be able to reach this 
reef, when the wind changed to the.wcftward. There was now 
but one miffing boat, and at i o, we difcovered her at anchor 
upon the reef, about a league to the fouthward. Our fears of 
the weather are now confirmed. We muft look for delays for 
fome days to come; which, joined ta fbmc circumftances of 
our fituation, call forth all our fortitude to combat with cheer- 
fuUy. 

The 


The weather was very tempeftuous, and there were frequent, 
gales from- the N. W.: during the day. The.night was. more mo-, 
derate i but we had a diiborhance of another nature on b^afd our 
boat, which alarmed us at firft, but turned out to be a ludicrous^- 
rather than a ferious adventure.. 

Befides our nokidah and pilot, there is another Arab on. board, 
as I have faid before. The reft of the crew are Abyffinians, 
During the firft watch at night, which it was- my turn to keep, 
this Arab, who was talking with his companions, iuddenly feli 
upon the deck in the. ftern of the^ boat, and to all. appearance, 
was feized with ^ convulfive fit. We were immediately in oio^ 
tion, and offered to adqiinifter . iiich^ reli^ to him, as^wCihad 
feen praftifed in the fame cafes. But our aftonifliment wjis 
great,, when we found the Arabs would not permit any afliftance. 
to be given him. They declared, that he was only difordered 
in mind, and that an evil, fpirit poflbffejl hiip, who could only 
be expelled by the force of prayer. Accordingly the nokidah 
began to pray over him aloud, while two inen h^ki thp un- 
happy creature, down, to prevent, as they faid, the ill ^e£ks o£ 
the tempcH'ary influence which over-ruled him. They. told u^ 
ftories of meii ia this^ fituation, who ccHBOiittedmurdear, .Aod 
every other^£t of defparation. This idea appeared (o extrava^^ 
gant to us, that we treated it with ridicule ; and could not but 
pity the ignorance of a. people, who were fuch flaves to fuperfti- 
tion. The notion was certainly imbibed from the dpmoAiaips <>£ 
Paleflinc,. who are tnentioncd in the New Teflament. We have 
fcriptural authority to believe, their exiftence at a certain period* 
But to fuppofe they have ftill liberty to enter into human bodies, 
and that man has the fame power as our Saviour poflefled over, 
fopernatural beings, are tenets worthy of a weak and unen- 
lightened mind. We were much furprized, however, at the 
length o£ the fit, which continued between two and three hours $ 
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and, from the ftrong agitations of his body, left the Arab in a 
ftate of imbeciliity for the reft of the night. But the devil was 
at length exorcifed, and the nokidah remarked to us with triumph, 
the great efficacy of prayer ! 


MONDAY, 30th June. 

We weighed at fix this morning, in company with the four 
boats, with a light breeze from the N. N. E. The other boat 
ftood after us at a diftance. Our run to-day was through very 
deep and clear water, and, by the long and ugly fwell which 
tumbled in upon us from the N. W. we conjefture there is no 
reef of rocks without this part of the coaft, and that a large 
^ veflfel might ftand in without danger. Latitude, per obfervation, 
26* 44' north. At twelve o'clock the wind hauled round to the 
N.-W. and the whole fleet tacked and ftood into fhore. At 
1 P, M. we ran into a fmall inlet, defended from the fea by a 
reef, and hooked ourfelves to a rock, within two fathoms of 
the beach. Here we were joined by the reft of the fleet, ex- 
cept one boat which cannot keep up. 

As we ckme in here, our nokidah told us to prime our fire- 
arms, and prepare ourfelves for the reception of the wild 
Arabs. He had fcarcely fpoken, when our old pilot leaped into 
the water and fwam afhore, and with all the agility of youth, 
alcended an eminence that juts into the fea, to learn if there 
was any immediate danger. This inlet opens into a valley, on 
each fide of which we have plaflted a centinel. The country has 
r6fiimed its barren appearance, and yields only a brufli-wood, 
with which our fleet have fupplied themfelves. This place is 
calledjebul, or Mount Lebel, and by our reckoning, lies in the 
latitude of 26° 46 ' north. 

About half an hour after our arrival, a man and woman 

3 came 


[ x^3 ] 

came down to us in a friendly manner^ and afTured ns we had 
nothing .to iear>.as there were no JBuddoos in that neighbors- 
hood at prefent. But our Arabs pay Utt}e attention to t}\is 
information ; and are fo fufpicious of this ftation^ that we 
doubled our watch during the night, and perhaps, would have 
made an enemy repent of an intru^on at fuch a feafon. The 
weather was modi^rate during the night, but the wind ftill re- 
mained in th^ N. W. quarter. 

TUESDAY, rft July. 

We got under way at half paft one this morning, with « 
light breeze from the land, in company with the four boats. We 
ilood along fhorc with fails and oars, until 7 A. M. when the 
wind heading us, we made a ftretch out to fea. At eight we 
tached with the wind at weft, and flood tp the northward. . At 
nine we paiTed a little &ndy iiland, about two leagues from the 
main. At ten we ran clofe by a reef of rocks, about half a 
league further in the fea. Tjaere was no fwell to-day, which 
we attribute to our being within flioals and reefs, and we faw 
a rock fome leagues without m. But this may be owing to the 
nature of narrow iibas, where a fweU foon rifes, and as foon fub- 
iides, as the Wind frefhens or moderates. 

We fetched as high as we could on the Arabian fhore, and ajt 
noon anchored in ibfiooth water, where three of the boats iCbon 
joined us. The pilot's brother, is a better failor than we, and 
is anchored at leaft a league ahead. By our ob&rvatian we arc 
in the latitude of 2,6 * 56 ' north. The coaft is not fo hilly here, 
and our people are lefs apprchenfive of a furprize. The wind re- 
mained at N. W. during the reft of the day, but fo moderate^ 
that we have great hopes of variable winds, if not a total changCf 
at the new moon, which now approaches » We l^ve only run 
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half the diflance between Yambo and Su«t ; but a few days of 
a foutherly wind would do our bufinefs. There were light airs 
from the land in the night. 

WEDNESDAY, 2d July. 

We weighed at day-break with a breeze from the land, m 
company with the three boats. We ftood clofe in with the 
ihore, and went through fmooth and (hallow water until 9 A. M, 
when the wind coming round to the N. W. we made a ftretch 
out to iea, tacked, and weathered a fandy ifland ahead, where 
our pilot's brother lay to his veflel for us. This ifland, by our 
reckcMiing, lies in the latitude of 27* i' north, and has a reef 
of breakers, extending fome leagues beyond it to the N. W. It 
is only inhabited by birds, of which we faw an amazing number 
on the (hore. At eleven the wind heading us, we ran into the 
Arabian fhore, and at noon anchored in a cove, furrounded by 
high mountains, which rife perpendicular from the fea. Here 
'we found the pilot's brother, and were loon joined by the three 
other boats. Our fleet now confifts but of five boats, the other 
having been totally feparated from us. 

This cove is called Maraut by the Arabians, and by our ob- 
fervation, lies in the latitude of z^f 3 ' north. We have reafon to 
think that Ras, or Cape Sellah, which is Idd down in the charts 
in 27* north, is twenty miles to the fouthward, and the land in 
27 • does not form a cape. We have our pilot's authority, as 
well as our own obfervation, for this remark. 

Towards the evening fome natives came down, with about a 
dozen camels loaded with water. We were at too great a dif- 
tance to be in danger of a furprize, and fent our people afliore 
to rcplenifli our caflcs, which, with all our care, began to be low. 
Here we likewife provided ourfelves with firewood ; and are told 
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there iS a Ipring t)f water near the beach, which iy the firft we 
•have met 'with on this coaft. It is, however, fo very brackilh, 
that nothing but neccflity could induce any one to drink it. 
Our nokidah returned, with a branch of a very fragrant fhrub* 
It grows wild among the rocks, and differs in appearance and 
iineli, from any fpecies that we know of. The vicinity of the 
natives made us double our watch during tiie night, which waa 
<:alilier than ufuaL 


THURSDAY, 3d July. 

We got under way at day-break, with little or no wind ; but 
with our oars, we made a fhift to creep on at the rate of a knot 
an hour. The four boats in company. At 9 A. M. the wind 
came from the N. N. W. with which we made a ft retch out to 
fea. We foon found that we could make nothing of it, and at 
ten we tacked and ftood into the land. We faw an ifland ahead 
about four leagues to the northward, which we take to be the 
ifland of Sufcha, as our chart names it, though our pilot calls it 
Shaur. By our obfervation at noon, we were in the latitude of 
Tf 9 ' north. Our run to-day has been through deep and clear 
water, and as we have not obferved any reefs or flioals without 
us, we have reafon to think a fliip might fland clofe into the 
Arabian coaft in this latitude. This is, in fadl, but a matter 
of opinion, founded upon fuch evidence, as the reader has before 
him. We are neither matters of our time, nor the motions of 
our veffel, and our remarks can only arife from a fuperficial 
view of things. 

At I ?• M. we anchored under a point of land on the main, 
which we take, by our reckoning, to be in the latitude of 27"* 1 2 ' 
north. From hence we faw another ifland, bearing to the weft- 
ward of Shaur. We are now approaching to the fcenes of dan- 
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gcr, with which we have been fo long amufed by our Arabs j and 
have fome hopes that we ihall not be awaked to the reality of our 
apprehenfions. We were foon joined by the reft of our Kitle 
fleet. The wind blew from the N. W. during the day, but very 
moderately. 

Towards the clcfe of the evening, wc diicovered a couple of wo*- 
men and fome camels in the country, with the help of our glades. 
This was fufficient to put us more upon our guard, to prevoit 
our being furprized by thefe roving tribes. There were calms and 
light airs from the northward^ for the firft part of the night. 

FRIDAY, 4th July. 

We we^hed at one A. M. with a Kght breeze from the land^ 
m company with the other boats. At fix a fine breeze iprung up 
from the S. £» with which we ftood along the Arabian coaft. At 
eight we ran by the ifland of Shaur or Sufcha, whoie fliores 
^re very fteep, and rcfemble decayed walls at a diftance. This 
ifland is about two leagues in length, lies about two leagues 
from the main, and by our reckoning, is in the latitude of 27* 
20' N. A reef of breakers extend from the iftand to the N. W. 
on which we faw the wreck of the annual Judda fhip, laid to have 
been loft here in a gale of wind in the year 1774, on her way to 
Suez. Her ftem and ftern, and many of her ribs, ftill appear 
above the water, and pronounce her to have been of prodigious 
magnitude. Indeed, the accounts of this Arabian galleon's bur- 
den, are fo extravagant, that it might feem to offend credibility 
to repeat them. I fliall only oblerve,. that (he fails from Judda 
in the month of March,, and by following the track which we 
have gone, as near as poffibk^ fhe is generally fift^ days, or two 
months, on her voyage to Suez: and, as it has happened this 
jeaTj, from feme accident or other, (he fometimes gets no further 
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dxan Tpr. To fall in the performance of £> ihort a voyage^ in 
the moft favoraUe feaibn of the year» would he an inexplicable 
orcumftance to a mariner^ unacquainted with the navigation of 
•tbks exteaordinary coaft. To us, who are no itrangers to the 
cour&9 the wonder is^ how a veflel of her great burden and un- 
wieldy ftru^lure, can accompliOi the p^age at all. 

At lo A. M. the wind hauled round to the weftward, and we 
ftood N. N. W* until eleven, when ^M the fket bore away for the 
land. After we had pai&d the iflaad of Shaurj an ugly fweU 
came tumbl^ag upon us from the N. W. Our run to-day wa$ 
through (hallow water, luitil we reached Shaur ; but we found 
very deep wauer between the ifland and the main. At noon wc 
.anchored umder a reef of rocks^^ ajbpve two miles from the Ara*- 
bian coaft. latitude, per obfcrratiQn, 27" iS^ N. There is a pro- 
d^ious hig^ mcmntain inland, /ome leagues to the northward of 
lis, on the top of which are two remarkaUe fpires^ chat refemble 
a buH's hdriM. We &m a ittp aflioce^ but no people. The wind 
was W« all day, and fiart of the night. 

nSATURPAY, 5th July. 

Wc weighed before one this morning, with a light breeze from 
the land. The other boats were in company. At day-break the 
wind came round to the S. £. with which we ftood along the 
fliore. There was an heavy fwdl from tiie N. W. which confider- 
ably impeded our progrefs. Our run to-day was through clear and 
deep water. We looked out ahead ibr Mount Sinai, and ftood on 
until noon, when the wind fhifting to the weftward, we tacked, 
and'the wholeileet ftood into the land. Our latitude, per obferva« 
tion, was 27' 49 ^N . We now difcovered a large town ahead, which 
our Arabs call Moilah. There is litde doubt but it is the fame 
place, which our chart erroneoufly lays down in 27'' N, about 50 
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miles to the fouth ward. We faw an ifland to the N.-W. whicL 
our pilot tells us is Sanafir, At i P. M. we plainly difcerned the 
high land, which we take to be adjacent to Cape Mahomet, bear* 
ing W. N. W. At three the wind veering round to the W. the 
whole fleet anchored within a reef of rocks to the northward of 
Moilah, and about one league and an half from the Ihore. 

The mountain mentioned yefterday with the remarkable top,, 
lies behind this town, which appears through our glafTes to be a 
regular fortification, of a fquare figure. Our nokidah gives the 
inhabitants a very bad charafter, and tells us a ftory of their re- 
cently feizing, and plundering a Judda boat, which put into the 
road through ftrefs of weather. At fun-fet, the (hore to the N; 
of the gulf of Akaba bore W. by N. Cape Mahomet we take to^ 
bear due weft, as we have entered the gulf. By our reckoning; 
this reef is in about the latitude of 27" 58 ' N. The wind conti- 
nued at W. the remainder of the day. 

When the evening clofed in, all the boats run out into fix fa* 
thom water, on account of the vicinity of Moilah, of which place 
our Arabs have a very unfavorable opinion. After it was dark,, 
we faw many fires on the Arabian fhore, but every thing remained! 
quiet during the night. The wind inclined towards, the fbuth:- 
ward.. 

SUNDAY, 6th July. 

We got under way at two this morning, in company with the- 
other boats, with the wind from the S.S. W.. At day-break we 
faw the ifland of Sanafir, bearing W. by N. at the diftance of four 
leagues and upwards. There are breakers without us, which pro* 
bably extend, with little interruption,, from* the ifland of Shaur to 
Sanafir. At 10 A. M. we came up with the latter ifland, and 
came to, under it,- to wait for fome boats which fail worft than^ 
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oun. This ifland is nothing but a high barren rock, and lies^ in 
the latitude of 28** 3 ' N. We faw a turtle- Ihell on the beach, but 
could not procure a turtle here, or in any of the iflands we have 
pafTed. At half paft ten we ftood to the northward, in company 
with the whole fleet, and on opening a ftrait that divides this 
idand into two parts, we difcovered two boats at anchor under 
the land. On their perceiving us„ they immediately got under 
fail, ftood towards us for a time, then llackened their fail, and 
after having amufed us for an hour and more, ran back into their 
former ftation. By thefe manoeuvres we concluded them to be 
pirates, which was confirmed by their not anfwering the fignals, 
which were made them by the rear of our fleet. Our numbers 
only prevented their engaging us, and our Arabs bade us expe£l 
to fall in with more veflels of this kind. The fhore of Sanafir is 
very bold, and would admit of a large (hip running clofe to it. 

At noon we faw the ifland of Tiran bearing due weft, and the 
ifland of Barkan N. W. The wind was. ftill at S.S. W. when we 
bore away for the ifland of Barkan*. Thefe iflands are both laid down 
too far to the fouthward in the charts, as is the coaft adjacent to 
Cape Mahomet. Latitude, per obfervation, 28"* 7 ' N. At 2 P. M. 
the whole fleet anchored in a cove at Barkan. By running fo. 
deep into this gulf, we could not ftand with this wind for Cape 
Mahemet^ which muft bear S. W. of this ifland. We have here 
obtained a convincing proof of the neceflity, which boats are. un- 
der to fail in fleets on this coaft. Not more than five months 
ago, four boats from Suez to Judda,, were plundered at this very 
ifland of Barkan by pirates,, and fome Greek and Turkifli pafTen- 
gers cut oflF by tliefe barbarians. This ftory was coofirmed by the 
teftimony of fome of our fervants, who were aftiore^^ and faw 
quantities of wheat and cofiee fcattered about the beach. The 
wind hauled round to the S. E. at fun-fet, but we did not move, 
the pafiage to the Cape being too hazardous, -we find, to riik in 
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the daik. We vtttt induced, from cdncutrent drcomftancei> to 
double our watch during the night ; the beft pttt of which ^e 
wind was from the fouthwat^. 


MONDAY, 7th July. 

We weighed at four this tnoming, in company with the other 
boats, with a light breeze from the S. E. At day-break faw a 
veffel fome leagues to the fouthward, ftanding as we did. At 
ten o'clock paffed an ifland within three leagues of the tndn, which 
our pilot tells us, is Tiran. This information much furprized 
us, as in our chart, Tiran lies fome leagues to the fouthward of 
Cape Mahomet, whereas, by our reckoning, this ifland Hes in 
28° 15', which is confidefably to the northward of the given la- 
titude of the Cape. There is indeed an head-land to the north- 
ward of this ifland, which we took for Cape Mahomet ; but our 
pilot tells us, that the Cape bears S. W. of us, at the diftance of 
feven or eight leagues. By our run yefterday and to-day, the coaft 
from the Cape to the top of die gulf of Akaba, runs nearly N, 
and S. though our chart lays it down two points more wefterly. 
This is not the only miftake. This gulf is twice as broad as the 
chart makes it, or we have been failing on dry ground the whole 
day. Latitude, per obfervation, 28* 14' N. 

At 1 P. M. the wind hauled round to the S. W. and all the 
fleet bore away to a reef of rocks that we had before paft, and 
anchored under them, within 3 or 4 leagues of the main. It is 
a mortification to us indeed, to be baffled in doubling the Cape 
with a wind, which we have fo anxioufly wiflied for, and which 
is become foul inftead of being fair, by our having run up fb 
high into this gulf, when we might have ftood over dire£t from 
Moilah to Cape Mahomet. 
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At fiin^fet the wind, to our great joy, came round to the E. S. E, 
as it induced the whole fleet to get under faii, which we had never 
before done at night. In weighing her anchor, the largefl boat 
among us was near driving upon the rocks. The wind blew 
frefli upoii them, and it is probable fhe would have been ftranded 
in a few minutes, had not one of our people fwam off to her in 
tiine with a rope, with which we towed her out o£ the danger that 
threatened her. By the advice of our hokidah, we primed our 
fire-arms anew, and (ate up the whole night, to be the better 
prepared for the reception of the pirates, who, he aflfures us, are 
accttftomed to lurk in great numbers about Cape Mahomet* 
This was doubtlefs a troublefome circumftance, byt our minds 
were £> taken up with our s^proach to the gulf of Suez, that 
there was not room left for diiagreeable refle£tions. With the 
jftefcat wind we were in hopes of making the harbor of Tor 
lofse time to^rmorrow, and if a chance then appeared of otrr 
having a tedious paflage by water, we refolved to proceed by land 
to SueZt aa captain Dibdin's officers had purpofed to do, which 
l&e removing of the cargo of the Judda (hip would, in all likdi* 
hood« afford us a good opportunity of ef&£ting. The night was 
iere»Ca and we ftood on with the cqaft under an eafy faiL 

TUESDAY^ 8th July. 

About two this nKHning the wind (hifted to the N. N^ W. an<l 
we ftood to the weftward, at the rate of three knots an hour. We 
have left the reef of rocks behind vis, or our Arabs would not 
go on fe boldly on a foul coaft. Juft before day-break we laid 
down to take a fliort nap after our watching. By 7 A. M. we were 
awake, and upon enquiring for Cape Mahomet, were much fur- 
prized when the pilot pointed it out to us, bearing to the fouth- 
ward of us at tiie diftance of twelve or fourteen leagues. Our 
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difappointmeirt'was great at this infbrmaticJnV We expefted to 
have rourided the Capfe before this^ and had recburfe to our chart, 
which' only plunged us into frefh* perplexity. We could only 
fblve the difRcnhy by fuppofihg, that we had gone much higher 
up the gulf of Akaba than wc imagined ; and were now obliged- 
to ftand to the fouthward, in order to double the Cape. At 
eight we oj!)ened a gulf, which they tell us, is the gulf of Akaba, 
and the head-land which we have come round, and took yefterday 
to be Cape Mahomet, muft be the true ifland of Tiran. This 
coaft has been bolder than any other we have paffed ; and what 
is remarkable^ we did not fee a flioal or breakeri the whole 
morning. .' 

Our latitude, per obfervation, was 27^ 42' N. We were above 
half a degree to the fouthward of -yefterday, and this tended to 
convince us, that we had been much deeper in the gulf of Akaba 
than we ftifpe6ted. We ftood W. and fometimes W. by S. as the 
wind perttiitted. At ii'P. M. we faw tw;o fail to the fouthward, 
one of which our pilot fuppofes to have been the large boat, 
which parted company with us long fince. At two the wind 
fliifted again to the fouthward, and all the fleet bore away for the 
land to the weiftw^rd of us. At five we anchored under a rocky 
ifland. Within a bagiie of the mairi, where 'we found a ftrange 
boat at anchor. None of the fleet, but the pilot*s brother, fetch- 
ed this ifland befides ; but we are told they will eafily join us when 
the wind changes. Our vexation is infinite, that^ oqr fituation 
will not admit of our taking advantage of a fouthcrly wind. When 
we have doubled the Cape, we may look for this wind in vain. 
The pilot points it out to us, at the difl:ance of three or four 
leagues, and talks of getting to Tor in the morning. 

Tuft as the fun fet behind the- coaft we were upon, the ma- 
riners of the ftrange boat obferved a couple of turtles, fwimming 
from the reef we lie on, and immediately rowed out to fca after 
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item. It 48 «oilR&oa to turn thefe animals upMi didr backs, 
v/lk9A diey areafl«Bp<m die Airfisieeof die water t but it was a new 
thhv to us> to'jfee tkem tal^en wliea awake« in their own dement. 
We c<AiJ>d not iMit la^fh at tfaie attempt, but we had Toon reafmi to 
Ooadenm our owA UKtredulity. The dexterity of the Afabs was 
e^ual to it< Oae of ^em jumped out <^ the boat with a rope in 
hi» hand, ptfrfciedk overtook, imd after a ftru^le under water» 
£itftened a book to the bead of the laigeft turtle in four fathom. 
It was, widi ttpiol fyaiitjf run up into the boat, and brought in 
triumph on bo^ud our veffid. This creature weighs about two 
hundred weight, and will fumifh a pkntiful meal for the whole 
fleet. The wind kept to the foath moft of the night. 

Wednesday, 9th july. 

The other boats came up to us at two this morning, when we 
weighed with a fine bxseeze from the N. W. At three the gal^ 
cncreafcd fo much, as to fend us at the rate of fix. knots an hour. 
This made us uneafy, as we doubted the poflibility of doubling the 
Cape. When the day broke, we faw h^h land to our right, 
which we ftill took to be the Arabian coaft j as we had not; to 
our knowledge, parted with it. But as the fun rofe, we were not 
a little aftoniihed at his fituation, which was quite the reverie of 
what it ufed to be. We loft no time in calling upon the pilot, to 
explain this phenomenon. He replied without emotion, that wc 
had pafied the Cape during the night, and that Tor itfelf was a 
confiderable way behind us. We had no compafs on board, but 
from the fun's pofition, we were certain that we were going to the 
fouthward. We could not divine the reafon of this, except that 
the bay in which Tor lies, was deeper than the chart defcribes it. 
TMs idea latisfied us for awhile; and under this, delufion we 
ftood on at the fame rate, fometimes doubting the fidelity of our 
Arabs, and fometimes hoping that we were in the right courfe. 

Q^ But 
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But we were at length awakened to a conviftion of our fufpi- 
clons. By our obfervation at noon, we found ourfelves to be in the 
latitude of a6** 35 ' N. which is above a degree to the fouthward of 
what we were yefterday. The deceit was too glaring, to be fur- 
ther concealed from us. We had been looking out the whole 
morning for the Egyptian fliore, as the gulf of Suez is not reck- 
oned to be ten leagues in breadth. We were inftantly afcer- 
tained that we were upon the Egyptian Ihore. It now ftruck u^> 
that our boat was originally bound for Cofire, and that the vizier 
of Yambo had put us on board of her, for the fake of referving 
the major part of the freight to himfelf, which he a^ually did re- 
ferve,; by the confeffion of the nokidah duriiig the pailage. So that 
we got to Cairo, he did not care by what route. He had perform- 
ed the Xerif 's orders, in difpatching us frpfn Yambo, and as there 
is a frequented track from Cofire to Cairo by the river Nile, it i& 
a fufficient referve for the confcience of an Arab. The vizier had 
often prefled us to go by the way of Cofire, which we had as 
often reje6led,-ftom the idea of its being a more uncommon and 
dangerous road, than that by Suez ; and as we were not compli- 
ant, he had thus tricked us into what we had determined to 
avoid. 

In this pcrfuafion, we charged our ndkid^h and pilot with per- 
fidy, and informed them, to their utter aftonifhment, that tfie 
fhore before us, was the Egyptian, and that we were not many 
miles diftant from Cofire. Their ideas of navigation are entirely 
confined to the headlands and fhoals, which lie upon the coafl ; 
and to obtain a knowledge of our fituation from the quadrant, 
was as new, as it was unintelligible to them. Their fear, how- 
ever, of our refentment, made thefe fellows at firft perfift, that we 
were bound for Suez ; to whidi falihood they attefted by fwearihg 
by their beards ; an oath the^ mod facred to Muffulmen. But 
what perjuries will not fear Ifead ihanldnd into ? Their notions of 
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Europeans taught them to dread a detection of their behavior. 
Their ignorance gave them hopes of impofing this place upon us 
; for Suez i and they apprehended that their lives would be the 
forfeit of a premature difcovery. It was now plain, that they 
had taken the advantage of the night before laft, to run over to 
the Egyptian coaft. They had never before failed in the dark, 
and they artfully contrived to deceive us, undercover of the 
night. All our difficulties were now folved. We had been led 
to miftake the gulf of Suez yefterday, for that of Akaba, It was 
direftly aftern of us when we awoke ^ and we did not difcover 
that we had made a new ihore« We had not at that time, the 
moft diftant imagination of the treachery which was intended 
us. We were . puzzled, indeed, to account for the courfe we 
kept ; but the fituation of the coafl might oblige us to change 
our dire6lion; and the aflfurances of the Arabs of our being 
near the Cape, perfedlly lulled ns into a fatal fecurity. 

The pen would convey but a lifelefs pi6lure of our feelings in 
this impoitantcrifis. A thoufand circumftances crowded upon 
our minds, to evince the cheat which had been put u|X)n us. 
Several boats had left Yambo for Cofire, preceding our departure ; 
and we had been informed, that all boats bound for Cofire, were 
obliged to make Cape Mahomet at this feafon, before they 
ftretched over to the Egyptian fhore. The boats that we had 
joined, were actually thofe bound for Cofire ^ and we had failed 
with them for above three weeks, under the belief of their being 
deftined for Suez. It is tiot, fb wonderful, that incidents of this 
nature ihould have efcaped our notice. We mixed but little 
with the Arabs, and were fuch Grangers to their language, that 
there was no occafion for their being upon their guard when 
they converfed ^before us. But Ibrahim, our interpreter, had no 
fuch excufe for his want of difcemment. Moments there doubt- 
kfs were, when he might have fufpefted their defign, if they had, 
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addrefs enough to conceal it pardy from him. We ha:ve no 
doubts of his honefty } but fvoai the fimplicity he hiias betrayed 
in this matter^ draw but a bad omen of his fervices in the enter- 
prize befbre us« It is too kte-to hefitaite upon the ftep- we are 
to take. Refiftance is eqnalty ablard and vain. Neceffity, widk 
all due force of a y<frtex» imp^i^ us fi>rward. We cannot pirc^^ 
tendsto -carry the iboat t^^SUez^ contrary to the inclinations of 
our mariners, and againft the northerly monfoon. We know 
Cofire to be under the Turkifh government, and immediately 
dependent on Cairo ; and we have the vizier's pais, to afford u& 
a fafe-condu€t to that place. We have no doubt of the virtue 
of this pafs, however we have been deceived by the perfbn wha 
gave it. He had the Xerif 's order to forward us to Suez ; and 
after he has fo materially benefited by our purfes, we ^ve him 
credit for an inclination to ferve us, by the means of his mafter's: 
fignet, which we know to be re^pefted in all Mahometan re- 
gions. 

Our minds were fomewhat relieved by thefe reflexions* We- 
partook of the turtle at dinner with apparent cheerfulneis ; and 
#ven went fo far, as to adopt their own meafures, and exprels to 
the Ar;abs our indifference, in regard to the port we were going; 
to. In this difpofitiqn we made the mofque of Cofire, withou^ft 
any other emotions, than what difappointmoat naturally excites, 
in the human breaft. The toils and dangers which we had un^ 
dergone, envenomed the flings of that di&ppcMntment ; and af •* 
ter a month's endeavors, we found ourfelvea nearly in the: fdm^ 
fituation, as when we fet out from Yambo : not, indeed^ fi>. far 
removed from Suez, but infinitely in^ more uncertainty and dtf^ 
l3«efs. 

At y in the evening we anchoiped in the faas&lxM^ o£ Cofirc:;. 
and find by the diftance which we have rvm^ that tho. \ihaid yx^ 
ten^ai^ed at laft night, was thait of ^udw^n^ weU ksowo. t« thft 

Englifti 


I ^^7 ] 

Engfifft rtfkh yfifnch trade from India, tct Savz. As' focn as* It 
was dari^ the nokftfaR* went afhore^ ftjh athrHer tfte- cb iiiruamla in f 
of our arrival ; and^ to irttfef eft Hm,. as' he- aflurdf us, m our lSe» 
half. To confefr the truthi, yke had not tlir pro^eft^ of 



Ae moft agrecabfc night, ©uif fbttam* war Wrapped- •op it* 
doubt, dark as the i^dfe whftih enrvlbpeci tfte eiccsaaxn^ and'^ 
anxkmfly lookecT f&r <2k nftunfin^ll^tv fbcd!^Fth6:obftut:it7* 
of thefcenel: ^ : 
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Thus^ Madam, ha\^e I at Tength. conduced y^ou to Coffre, in- 
4ead of the promifed port of^Suez.. In purfumg the courfe o£ 
this narrative, you have been fdbjefted', like the principal charac- 
ters, to the inconffancy of fortune ; wfib, m imitafiori of the 
light ones of liie lex,, finds a pleafure in deceiving thofe the/molt' 
who afpire to the favor of her fmiles. t have ffequentTy hatf 
occaiion to diffent againft the welT-khown proverb ' of the Ko^ 
mans, ''Fortune favors the brave,'^ though I am far from pre- 
tending, that the undertakers of this voyage, are an inftance of 
its f^lacy. ^he fatigues tKat we have' endured in a month's 
cruize in an open boat, during the hottef): feafon of the Eafteni; 
year, and the dsigers that we have ran in exploring a wild and. 
piratical coaft, were well encountered for the end we had in view. 
True fortitude is exalted by oppofition, audi like- the feWect 
Antaeus, rifes with frelh vigor from fuccefflve overthrows^ The 
prefent moments,, when our reception at this place, nay, our. 
very fafety,.is precarious, are critical indeed, and teem with events, 
that may awaken curiofity, and excite the fufccptible breaft to^ 
regret the unfeafonable interruption of this narrative. 

If the foregoing fheets have the good fortime to meet with. 

your 
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your approbatton«— if they are adjudged to contain the unftudied 
touches of nature, and intereft the public in the fate of three, 
unlucky travellers-rl (hall be tempted to renew the thread of our 
adventures, and recount the mod remarkable occurrences of our 
journey from Cofire to Alexandria. The novelty of the track 
will engage the reader^ where bufuiefs is deficient ; nor can he 
wholly be at a lofs for amufement, in a regio;i fo untrodden, on 
a river fo celebrated as the Nile ! 

It is a received maxim, that there is no incident in a man's 
life, but from which he may derive fome inftruftion. If I have 
reaped any advantage from the late fcenes I have been engaged 
in, it is a ftock of philofophy, which has coft me no little pains 
in the acquifition ; and will, I truft, prove fufiicient to fijNwort 
me in any trial, to which the lot of humanity may hereaftor yib- 
jeft me. But to my own fufFerings may my indifference be ion- 
fined! When I fq[)arate my concerns from.thofe of my feUow- 
creatures ; when I become deaf to the call of diftrefs ; or behold, 
unmoved, the tear of contrition, may I be rejeded by the more 
enlightened clafs of fociety, and chiefly by her^ who is one of 
its firft and brighteft ornaments i 

I have the honor to be, 

MADAM, 

Your's, &c, 

Cofire, in Upper Egypt, 
9th July 1777, 
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SERIES OF ADVENTURES, &c. 

IN THE YEAR M^DCCLXXVII, . 
IN LETTERS TO A LADY. 


LETT E R IL 

MADAM,. 

TO prove as good' as one's word is the province cf every, 
honeft man, but more particularly will it be expefled 
where inclination and duty go hand^-in^-hand. Whatever may be 
the fate of my former letter, the fpecious name of honor will 
infure the performance of my promife, and lead me into error 
under a miftaken notion of things. The man of honor fubmits 
his better judgment to the opinion of the multitude, and facri^ 
fices his friend's life, or his own, to extend his reputation. In: 
like manner the author is betrayed by the fecret impulfes of va- 
nity, and is fo tenacious of the empty applaufes of the croud, 
as to be ftill rifking what little fame he may have acquired, in 
the purfuit of more. But you. Madam, have to anfwer for this 
tranfgreffion, and, though innocent of the intention, are un- 
happily the taufe of a poor author adding to the number of his- 
fins. There is doubtlefs matter enough in the pages which he 
has the honor to fubmit to your perufal ; but in refpeft to the 
manner, he only wiflies that he.was poffefled of your talent to 

excufe it to the world. . 

There; 
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There is a regret mingled with the pleafure I feel in retracing 
my progcefi tlircniglx a land^ wiucii Isas been nnowntd frooa l3sc 
earlieft times, and is replete with the nobleft ruins of antiquity. 
Which gave birth to Cleopatra, and cont^ns the afhes of Alex- 
ander i From whence miific boafts its divine origin, and on whofe 
mythology Homer formed the grounds of his immortal work ! 
The pai-ent of fcience ! the nurfe of heroes I and the mo- 
nument^ alas 1 of decayed gieatnefs J Too fevere, O Egypt ! 
has been thy lot ; too fevere an example doft thou afford of the 
inftability of human glory. It is in tky fchool that the proud 
ihould learn humility, the atheift religion ; more inftruftion will 
he gain in the review of thy fortune, than from the dreams of 
philofophers or the lefTons of d^^^i^^* ^^^ ^-^^ he fee the in- 
vincible Sefoflris vanquifhed in his poftefity ; the public works 
through which he meant to hand down his name, to lateft ages, 
yielded to the conqueror, Tvw ; and his once potent e^ipir^ di« 
Tided by the fwontl of infidels ! — The fublune imagery of Shake- 
J^ar i:u£hes to my mmd on the contemplation oE this awful icem^ 

^^ The doud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces^ 
^ The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 
'« Yea, all which it ifiberits, ihall difTolv^*' 
&c. dec. 

The faired productions of art here bear the marks of bar* 
barous rage, and ignorance ufurps the fields, where learning 
reared her column to the fides. The far-famed Nile now 
rolls his ftream through lonely plains, and fuUen laves the 
ihores, where freedom fmUed ; which Love and which the Mufe 
were wont to grace. 

For the fake of a more familiar ftile, I have prefeiTed the 
form of a diary in the following narrative. I deleft formality, 
and would facrifice a well«turaed period for the appearance of 
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eafe. The reader who looks for conne6ted accounts^ Ciceronian 
epithets, and polilhed exprcffions, in thefe rambling pages, will 
be greatly miftaken in the intention of the author ; whofe higheft 
aim is to amufe th? cuiious, and to touch the humane, Loofe 
bints, concife defcriptions, and unftudied details, fum up the 
chief parts of a work, which is merely pubii(hed to promote 
the interefts of humanity,, and to afford a caution to the unwary 
traveller. There is. one thing which he has moft reafon to fear 
will be objeftcd to it, and that is, the want of the marvellous 
and, furpriz'mg, in a region fo involved among the fables of 
antiquity. 

THURSDAY, loth July. 

Cofire is fituated in 26° 20 'north latitude, and is the fouthem* 
xnoft port on the coaft of Egypt. It has been a place of great 
note, and is ftill confiderablc for the exportation of grain to 
Arabia, which is brought in the caravan from the Nile. There 
is a prodigious high range of mountains behind it^ wluch are 
an exa£fc counterpart to thofe on the Arabian fide j through thefe 
mountains is the road to the Nile. The harbor is defended to 
the northward by a reef of rocks, which ftretch about a mile into 
the fea ; and to the fouthward and weflward, the land forms it 
into the fhape of a crefcent. Here is water for (hips of burden ; 
but without a pilot, they could not venture into the bafbn. The 
fort of Cofire (lands upon a rifing ground ; and is a fquare 
building of about four hundred yards in circumference. It was 
formerly ftrong enough, to have withftood a regular attack ; the 
walls being of ftone, and raifed to a confiderable height. But 
at prefent, it is in a defencelefs ftate^ the breaches which time 
has made in it, being repaired with mud-work, and not more 
than three difmantled pieces of cannon left to prote<5l it. The 
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town itfcif is in a more miferablc condition. Of all, the ntt- 
mcrous houfes which once reared their heads here, notmng but 
their walls are ftanding $ and of the mofqaes, which good Muf- 
fulmen efteem beyond ail other edifices, but the remains of two^ 
now can be difcemed, and one of thefe bowed almoft to the 
ground. The reader is here prefented with a view of a place, (a 
new to obfervation. It is a matter of conjefture whether, in 
fifty years hence, there will be any traces of haUtations on a 
i^pot, which at this moment exhibits only the outlines of them.. 
But if the town difplays fo unfavorable an appearance, it falls 
infinitely fhort of the dreary afpe£t of the country around it» 
So far from a tiee being in fight„ the eye cannot catch a verdant 
fpot, whether it furvcys the mountains within, or the plain that 
ftretches along the fea-fhore« And this del^ is the barrier to 
the celebrated and fertile land of Upper Egypt ! 

At 7 o'dpci: the principal Turk and two Arabs came on board 
^ boat, to ifivite us ajOtiore, and to acquaint us that there was 
a houfe proyided for our rjepeptioa. We had pafTed but an un« 
comfortable night, and werp overjoyed to be relieved from our 
fuj^epce^ by fo, ppj^t?. an invit^Jtion*. We readily accepted of it, 
and oiirfdves. .and 0U^ b^agcwere conveyed to the houfe ap- 
pointedi ^^^ V^P ^ wbicjb^ thottgl^ the heft in the town,, was httle 
better than an Englifh barn. Here we were received by an Arab 
of, diftinflion, whom we found to bje the fon of the Arabian 
fhaik or prince of the diftrid, who was abfent on an excurfioa 
t6 the Nile. : Though the garrifon of the fort of Cofire is un* 
der the command pf a Turkifh officer, appomted by the bey o£ 
Cairo, the government of the city'and the commerce of the port, 
are entirely in the hands of the Arabs ; to the chief of whoni 
we are recommended by the vizier of Yamba. This is a piece 
of intelligence which we have learnt from the riokidah of our 
boat, and indeed, the vizier could dp no lefs^ to atone for his 
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treachery towards us. The young man very politely fupplied his 
father's place, and informed us, it was his intention to accom- 
pany us to the Nile, as foon as the caravan, which was daily 
expeftcd, (hould arrive from thence. This he confidered as the 
leaft dangerous and expenfive mode of travelling ; as a few ca- 
mels would require a guard, and run more riik of an attack 
from the banditti which infeft the mountains of Upper Egypt. 
With thefe plaufible reafons we are obliged to acquiefce, though 
the delays we undergo are not the fmalleft mortifications we 
meet with. Our room was crouded the whole day with vifitors^ 
whofe curiofity led them to view us. Europeans they might 
have feen here in difguife^ but the habit which we wore was 
evidently new and furprizing to them. Among thefe people there 
were two Chriftians, who appei^ed much rejoiced to fee us, and 
prefented us with a di(h of rufks, which were very light and pa- 
tatable. They are clothed in the Arabian drefs, which we like- 
wife intend to aflume when we fet out on our journey, not only 
to avoid the inquifitive and illiberal temper of the natives, but for 
the fakeof coolnefs. The loofe and light veftments of the ori- 
ental nations* are admirably adapted to the nature of their cli- 
mate : and the numerous folds of the muflin turban, are the 
beft invented defence againft the burning rays of a vertical fun. 

FRIDAY, litli July. 

We had company, as yefterday, to pay us their compliments 
this morning, for which we are as much indebted to the indolence 
of temper, as to the politenefs of the Arabs. If we except their 
hours of devotion,* they have no other way of pafling their time 
than in vifits of ceremony. Books are entirely negle£led by them, 
except thofe of a religious turn ; and which arc more calculated to 
infufe the gloom of fuperftition into the mind of a Muffulman, 
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than to afford amufement. Poetry itfelf, which feems tor have 
fprung from the paftoral regions of Arabia, is no longer courted 
nor acknowledged by this degenerate race ; and the names of their 
poets are more honored and known in Europe than in Afia. 
Strange as this affertion may appear, there is nothing more cer- 
tain than the truth of it i and it cannot be dilputed, that the pro- 
pagation of a novel and bigotted faiths has been always attended 
with the fame melancholy efFefts in every part of the globe. The 
blindnefs of zeal deftroys every thing that is not intimately con- 
nefted with the objeft of its purfuit ; juid the high-priefts of a 
new-fangled doctrine, are the Goths and Vandals of the ager 
who overturn the altars dedicated to the arts and fciences. 

Another Chriftian accompanied thofe who paid us a vifit yef- 
terday, and we learn, to our great fatisfaftion, that they are 
waiting for the caravan which is to convey us to the Nile. There 
is an inexpreflible pleafure in meeting with thofe of our own re-* 
ligion in a foreign land, and efpecially where the difference of opi- 
nion is fufficient to occafion the worft of treatment to a traveller. 
But it is^^univerfally acknowledged,, that Chriftians have greater, 
privileges, and experience better ufege in Egypt, than in any 
other part of Turkey. Governed by her own beys, and but no- 
minally dependant on the Porte, flie deviates wholly from the falfe ; 
fyftem which fublifts in the Ottoman politics ; and ftudies her 
own intereft in the favor (he (hews to Chriftianity. Too fopine 
for ftudy, and too proud for labor, the Mahometan refigns the 
pen and plough to the induftrious Chriftian. But for this dcfpifed 
tribe, the wheels of government would ftand ftill, and the Nile « 
would yearly fatten his banks in vain. The mechanics, as well as , 
hufbandmen, are of this perfuafion ; and the fecretaiies, as well 
as moft of the confidential officers of the great and petty prin^ces- 
of Egypt, profefs the Chriftian tenets, 
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The Turkifli commandant has juft fent to acquaint us, by our 
nokidah, that it is cuftomary to fearch the baggage of travellers, 
that the duties of the port may be levied on any merchandize they 
poffefs. Though we afllired them that we were fitted out, not as 
merchants, but as travellers, we could have no objeftion tea prac- 
tice fo ufual in all places. In the evening, therefore, we were vi- 
fited by fome of the principal people, to whom we opened our 
trunks ; and can fay, that the fcrutiny was lefs rigid, and con-- 
dufted with more decency, than in many of the cuftom-houf^ of 
Europe, ^yhile thefe gentry were drinking coffee with us^ at fun- 
fet intelligence was brought us of the caravan's approach, which 
afforded us n6 inconfiderable pleafure« The young fhaik was^ 
informed of his father's arrival, and haftcncd to receive him. We 
foon learnt that only a part of: the caravan was come with the 
Arabian ihaik ; who fent us his compliments, and excufes for not 
waiting on us, being fatigued vrtth the joui^ney.^ Heproraifed to 
vifit us early in the morning, ta provide us mth camels, and to 
adjuft the oeconomy of our expedition by the return of the cara^ 
van, which would certainly be here in a few days. If we encoun- 
ter no further delays, we (hall not repine at bqing betrayed into 
this route, which is new, and may^fford us nx^^^^'^^^ious fpe- 
culation. As the wind alfo continues ito^ blow' f4'Qm the N. W, 
quarter, ^^e can the more eaffly give credit to > ouV nokidah, who 
affures us, that our boat would not have gotten to Suez this month 
to come, and that the ieaibn alone prevented our being carried to 
Suez agreeably to our deiire« As this f eltow feems very eameft 
to ferve us, and has promifed to remain here until we depart for 
the Nile, we the more readily forget the trick he played us, which 
the apprehenfions of the vizier's refentment might induce him tp^ 
commit. That titled villain has principally benefited by our mif- 
fortunes^.; and, were this laft evil neceflary^ to fill up the meafurc 
of them, inilead of paying the enormoiss fum of 650 dollars for 
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bur palTage to Corire> we might have bem tiranfported here at a 
trifling expence^ on any of the numerous boats that trade between 
Yambo and this place. 


SATURDAY, 12th July- 

We were furprized this morning with an early vifit from the 
Arabian (haik, attended by the chief people of the town. He 
is an elderly man, of a good countenance and a polite addrefs, 
and in every refpeft anfwers to the idea which an European 
would form of one of thefe leaders. He confiraied the tenders 
of fervice, and promifes of proteftion, made us by his fon ; and 
icemed willing to difpatch us immediately to the Nile with the 
few camels he had here, provided we were content to leave our 
baggage behind, to be fent after us by the great caravan. 
Though our living ori the Nile until our baggage came up, would 
be more agreeable in refpeft to the fituation, and the cheapnels of 
provifion, when compared with this place, we determined to wait 
for the caravan, which we^now found was not expefted thefe 
weight days. And this not only on account of fecurity, but as it 
appeared to be the wifti of the fhaik, who declared his intention 
of accompanying us himfelf, or putting us under the protection 
of his fon during the journey. When this point was fettled, we 
requefted the ftiaik to furnifh us with a camel to carry a letter 
to the Nile, from thence to be forwarded to the India Company's 
agent at Cairo, that he might be adrifed of our arrival in thefe 
parts. To this the £haik chearfuUy confented, and We addreffed 
the following" letter to Mx. Baldwin, and delivered it to the 
Arab. 


To 
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To GEORGE BALDWIN, Efq. 

•'SIR, 

'* We take the liberty to acquaint you of our arrival at thi« 
place on the loth inftant. A concurrence of accidents has obit* 
ged us to undertake this uncommon ix>ute, although it was our 
intention to have proceeded to Cairo by the way of Suez. As wo- 
are charged with difpatches of the utmoft confequence from 
the prefident of Madras to the Court of Dire£}:ors, we flatter 
purfelves^ that tiiis circumftance will be a further inducement to 
your humanity, to intereft yourfelf with the bey of Cairo in our 
behalf, ihsX he may immediately Ifllie pafies to Ghinnah and 
Jirjc for our better fecurity in going down the Nile. We have 
a protedion from the vizier of Yambo to the Arab (haik of this 
diftri£t, who has treated us with great civility, and promifes to 
fend us to the Nile,. under charge of his fon, by the return of 
the caravan;, which is expelled here in a few days. It is with 
his affiftance that we are enabled to forward you this intelli* 
gence of our fituation. When we have the pleafure. Sir, of fee- 
ing you at Cairo, we (hall do ourfelves the honor to deliver the 
letters we are charged with to your addrefs, which we confider of 
too much importance to you to be truffced to this c<Miveyance» 

*t In the hopes of ihoeting with you in a fhort time, and of 
expref&ng our fenfe of the fervices which your influence in this 
country may afford us, we remain^ 

SIR, 

Your vei7 obedient, &c/' 

** Cofire, on the coaft of Upper Egypt, 
I2th July, X777."' 

When the fliaik and his courtiers had taken their leave, we had 
a continual levee the whole morning, and the durbar of an eaflem 
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prince could not be more croudcd than our apartments. We 
treated our vifitors with coffee only, as it is the cuftom of the 
country for every one to carry his principal entertainment about 
with him, which is the pipe. It fupplies the place of meat and 
drink, and even thought itfelf ; though they tell you here, that 
the pipe is the befl: friend imaginable to meditation. Be this as 
it may, the Arabs [do not feem to benefit by it in this refpeft ^ 
though never did I fee a paflion carsied to fuch excefs as this. 

At noon the young fliaifc accompanied us in a walk about the 
town, and as we palled the fort, we were faluted with one gun: a 
compliment for which we made a fmall donation to the gunner. 
In this excurfion we gathered nothing, but a nearer view of the 
poverty of the people, and the dreary face of the country. At our 
return home we had another vifit from the fhaik, to acquaint us, 
that the carriage of a letter to Cairo would be veiy heavy, and 
that we might as well omit fending it. When he named 60 dol- 
lars for the trouble, we were not a little ftartled at the fum, and 
ihould have been well inclined to drop the matter, had we not 
held it of great moment to our concerns. We declined, however, 
giving fuch an exti-avagant price, for what we told the fliaik was 
of little confequence in itfelf. He was called away by fomc bu- 
finefs in the midft of this conference, and our nokidah offered to 
follow him, and to bring him to reafon in his demand. The fel- 
low accordingly went on this embaffy to the fliaik, who confented 
at length to take 20 dollars for the difpatch of the letter. The 
money was immediately advanced, and the camel was that night 
fent off to the Nile, if any reliance could be placed on the word 
of an Arab. The attempt to impofe on us in a charge of this 
kind, was only confidered by us as an effay on' the ftrength of our 
purfes ; and we are in hopes^ from our having lowered them fo 
confiderably in their prices, that we fliall be the lefs liable to im« 
pofition, in our future dealings vnth the natives of Egypt. 

Our 
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Our evening, as ufual, was pafiibd in receiving company, among 
whom we faw feveral people who were to be our fellow-travel- 
lers. There was a merchant, in particular, who was very intel- 
ligent, and offered to accommodate us with his houfe, on our 
arrival at Ghinnah, a large city on the Nile, to which the cara- 
van is to carry us. He tells us, to our great fatisfaAion, that 
we ihall find no difficulty in procuring boats for our pafiage 
down the Nile ; and that at the eafy expence of 25 dollars. So 
that our ^money holds out to Cairo, we muft be content to pay 
for every inch of the road, through this ilrange and remote 
country. We have been obliged to make feveral little ptefents 
to the great people already ; but thefe have been confined to 
pieces of Indian handkerchiefs,, and bottles of European liquors. 
Thefe the Turkifh commandant carried away under his gartncht, 
with all the gravity peculiar to his nation i and, to heighten the 
joke> he was pleafed to let the fpirits pafs under the denomina^ 
tion of phyfic. 

The weather here is remarkably pleafant for this time of the 
year. This muft be owing to the prevalence of the northerly 
winds, that blow acrofs the Red-Sea to this coaft. Neither are 
the dews fo heavy and troublefome, as we found them on the 
fliores of Arabia. A lucky circumftanceto travellers, who have 
been fo long accuftomed to the magnificent and fpacious canopy 
of the iky, that diey cannot deep within doors, or be confined 
beneath the low and contracted roof of a chamber. We have a 
good yard belon^g; to the houfe, where we pafs the nights. 

• ■ 

SUNDAY, 13th July. 

Our charges are confiderably augmented by the price of water, 
which is become Ijo fcarce, that we are at times at a Ipfs for a 
draught of it. The people here drink of a bad fort, which they 
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bring from a fpring at above a league's diftance, it not being In 
their power to pay a quarter of a dollar per Ikin, for fo con- 
fiderable a ncceflaiy of life. 

The nortlierly wind continues to blow fo ftrcngly, that we 
have great reafon to think we fhould have been much longer 
beating our paffage to Suez, than we (hall be in getting to Cairo 
by the route we have ftumbled upon. The chara6ler of our no- 
kidah begins to be again doubtful. After all his promifes to 
Hay by us until our departure, and to fee us provided with good 
camels, he came to us this evening with the (haik, and, after a 
parade of his attachment towards us, pretended to regret the 
»neceffity which called him away. He even perfuaded the old 
man to declaim in his behalf,- to acquaint us that the letter 
which the vizier of Tambo had fent by the nokidah, was of the 
utmoft moment to our intereft; that we were, thereby entitled 
to the (haik's protfeftion, as far as his life would afford it ; and 
that he hoped we would remember him, now he was about to 
leave us^ Notwithftanding our indignation was rouzed at the 
prevarication of this fellevv, we did not hold him worth our at- 
tentioti) nor did we cbufe to let the! (haik itito the reafon of our 
defiling his ftay. It was but bufinefs to appear to place an un- 
limited ccmfMbnce m the man; whom chance had made the 
mailer of our fatefs. And indeed he a6ted very impartially on 
the occafion, and concluded his harangue, with intreating us to 
confult> our inclinations only, when we fixed on a recompence 
for the nokidah's (ervices. We thanked him for his goodnefs> 
and carelefsly added, that we would think on this fubjeft in the 
morning. There is no doubt but the nokidah's waiting our 
motions, might be prejudicial to his affairs which fummon him 
to Yambo ; but it was our declared intention to have made him 
a very handfdme confideration on this account. To have fent 
advices to our friends in India of our fafety, and of our depar- 
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tare for the Nile, was a matter which we had much at heart. 
This very fellow had promifed to accomplifti it. He has un* 
doubtedly forfeited all further pretenfibns to our favor, fo that 
the prefent which we give him will be very tiifiing. 

MONDAY, 14th JuLV. 

The greateft part of the morning was Ipent in a converfation , 
with the nokidah, and in writing a letter to the vizier, in tefti- 
mony of this fellow's good treatment of us. His conducting 
us to this place appears to have been more the vizier's crime 
than his ; and, in fpite of his recent abufe of our confidence, our 
diftreffes had not deprive us of the, principle of forgivenefs, fo 
far as to permit us to deny him a requeft of this nature. The 
fafety of his family, who were in the vizier's power, depended, , 
as he affured us, upon our word. The addrefs was extraordi^ . 
nary enough, to a man who had been the primary cauie of our 
misfortunes ; and it may be expe£ted that we did not mifs the 
opportunity to give a vent to our indignation. But, irritated 
as we were againft the minifter, we difiiained even to expoftu* , 
late with him on his imfair proceedings. We were determined 
not to afford him matter of triumph, and , concealed the efiecis 
which his detefted policy had been attended with. The letter was 
exprefled in general terms 5 and we bore witnefs to the conduct 
of the nokidah, as far as regarded his attention and refpe£l to- 
wards us. With this he feemed better fatisfied than with the. 
prefent we made him. We affigned but ten dollars for himfelf 
and the pilot, of whom I have made fuch frequent mention in 
the journal of the boat. This was a fufficient mortification to 
people, whole expectations had been railed by the rewards we 
promifed them on our fafe arrival at Suez, and whofe ideas of 
our wealth were fo extravagant. The feveral trifles we had left 

S 2 ^n 


[ '3* ] 

in the boat amounted to no inconfideraUe fuoi; but the value 
of thefc were already forgotten. We were more liberal to the 
boat's crew, who came at the fame time to take kave of us ; 
as they had been the innocent inftruments in the execution 
of the plot, which was devifed againfl us in the town of 
Yambo. • 

We perceive a jealoufy fubfifts between the Turk and Arab 
on our account, which we have no reafon to be concerned at. As 
the* prefence of the former will prove an infallible check on the 
motions of the Ihaik, we fliall rather be deiirous of fomenting 
the difference, by paying an equal attention to thefe chiefs, than, 
by attaching ourfelves to one, run the chance of incurring the 
refentment of the other. The government of the diftrift is un- 
doubtedly in the hands of the fhaik, who holds it from the man- 
date of the bey of Cairo ; and to his influence we muft commit 
ourfelves in our journey to the Nile. But the oftenfible dignity 
lies with the Turkifh officer, who commands the fort of Cofire 
in the name of the bey, and is placed here as a Ipy on the con^- 
du€t of the fhaik. They never meet at our faoufe but by acci- 
dent; and then nothing but common civility paffes between 
them. The Arab, in particular, is uneafy at the frequent vifits 
of the other, and it is no longer ago than this morning, that he 
cautioned us to truft to him alone for the fupply of our wants. 
While the Turk, on the other hand, let us this afternoon into 
the knowledge of every thing that we wanted to be informed 
of. The cuftomary price of camels to the Nile will b^ but trifling, 
and we hope, by his means, to efcape the impofitions which we 
fhould otherwife Inciir from the poverty of the Arabs, who, in 
many refpefts, are of no unamiable character. We have found 
them to be decent in their manners^ and temperate in their diet ; 
addicted to no warmth or levity of temper, refpeftful in the 
laft degree to their parents,, charitable in their difpofitions, and 
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humane to their dependents : ftriftly attentive to all the forms of 
their religion, and wholly unacquainted with the unnatural vices 
which originated in the Eaft, and have long difgraced the Chrif- 
tian empire. But this aflemblage of good qualities is thoroughly 
tainted by the luft of lucre, which no bounds are forcible enough 
to retrain. Their command of mind is applied to facilitate the 
bafeft purpofes of gain, and their pretended fandtity often ferves 
to cover fome fcheme of fraud. It muft be owned, the neceflities 
of people, who almoft live in a ftate of nature^ muft bear hard 
on the innate principles of goodnefs which they may poffefs y 
arid when the prejudices of their religion, which inculcate the 
pradlice of deceit towards Chriftians, are thrown into the ba- 
lance^ it will not be fo much wondered at, that the fcale of in- 
juftice prevailed againft us : that we were fp maltreated in Ara- 
bia, or that we fhall be obliged to win our way through the de- 
iarts of Thebai's to the Nile, by dint of gold.- 

The young fhaik, after his father had left us, took a liking 
to a very good fpying-glafs which we had brought with us. As 
he is likely to be our fellow-traveller, we begged his. acceptance 
of it. At the fame time our nokidah came to take his leave ; 
and we parted on good terms, notwithftanding what had pafTed 
between u& 


TUESDAY,. 15th July. 

This morning a jar of water was brought to us from the fhaik,. 
which had juft arrived from the mountains. He had heard us 
complain yefterday of the want of fweet water, and very politely 
fent this jar to our houfe,. which had come for his own drinking. 
We were content to pay three dollars for the carriage, as we fet 
an higher value upon water, in our prefent circumftances, than 
if it were wine^ We had an early vifit from the old man, to 

whom 
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whom we prefented a piece of Indian cEintz for his women. 
Had we been apprized of our going this road, we might have 
brought numberlefs trifles from our vefTel, which would have 
appeared of fome eftimation in the eyes of a people, to whom all 
foreign articles have the charms of novelty. This man however 
has feen more of the world than the generality of his country-, 
men. He has been twice at Conftantinople ; and at Alejcandria, 
he tells us, he went on board an Englifli man of war of fixty 
guns, from which he feems to have derived an high idea of the 
power and dignity of the Britifh nation. He has been comfort- 
ing us with the hopes of the caravan's not exceeding the time . 
appointed for its appearance; which now approaches, to our 
great fatisfaftion. There is nothing to be feen here but fea, 
mountain, and Iky ; and we long to be coafting the banks of the 
Nile, and to become eye-witnefles of the fertility and beailty of 
a country, fo celebrated by hiftorians, and confirmed in our ad- 
miration by the teftimony of the people here, who are never 
tired of repeating its praifes. We learn that our boat, and four 
others, failed this morning for Yambo ; and that three larger 
ones remain here to receive their lading from the caravan. The. 
paflage to Yambo can be made with eafe in four or five days. 
What a contraft to the long and tedious voyage that we experi- 
enced to this place 1 

Nothing is a greater proof of the warlike difpofitions of the 
Arabs, than the pleafure they take in the inlpeftion of arms of 
all kinds^ Our fwords, guns, and piflols, have undergone a 
thoufand examinations ; and been honored with a profufion of 
applaufes, not, we fufpeft, without hopes, on their fide, of pro- 
fiting by our politenefs. Were a fword or fpear to be put into 
the hand of an Arab, whatever dilguife he might be in, his bent 
of mind would as quickly betray itfelf, as did Achilles', when he 
handled the arms which UlyfTes placed before him. He is al- 
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ways armed as if going to battle ; and we never fee any one, 
whofe profeflion allows of it, unprovided with a pair of loaded 
piftols in his girdle, a fabre and a dagger by his fide, and a fpear 
of about fix feet in length in his right hand. In his left he al- 
ways carries a pipe, which, moderately fpeaking, is not five mi- 
nutes together from his lips in the courfe of the day. Though 
this ''general pradtice of carrying fire-arms on peaceable occa- 
fions, is totally repugnant to the ideas of civilized minds, there 
is nothing but what may be reconciled to us by the force of ha- 
bit ; and we now view this threatening apparatus of war without 
the fmalleft emotion. In the evening the fhaik brought us a 
plate of unripened limes, which, indifferent as they were, we 
underiland have come from the neighborhood of the Nile. 

WEDNESDAY, i6th July. 

We are very fortunate in refpeft to the owner of the houfe we 
live in. He is an old Arab, of a civil demeanor and a quiet 
temper ; and if ever a mortal paflfed away an inoffenfive life, 
it is this hoft of ours. His worldly cares extend not beyond the 
little oeconomy of an humble roof, and the fale of a few articles, 
with which he m^kes fhift to provide for the calls of nature. 
The only luxuiy he taftes of, is his pipe of tobacco and his cup 
of coffee ; and his fole enjoyment, is the tendance of a milch 
goat, that follows him about with the docility of a dog. The 
milk of this animal he kindly referves for our ufe ; and, indeed,, 
it is ferviceable to us, in a miferable place, where milk is not to 
be procured. In the courfe of fuch a fimple life, it is not likely 
that he Ihould imbibe the errors which higher ftations are apt to 
betray theu* poffeffors into ; and there is no doubt but the prayers 
of this poor Arab are acceptable to the Almighty diipofer of all 
things. Content carries along with it the afpeft of every virtue; 
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and not to repine at the deftiny which Heaven has allotted us, 
is certainly of more folid importance to mankind^ than the at- 
tainment of a thoufand dazzling talents^ which, by fitting us to 
the admiration of this world, too often render us indifferent to 
the acquifition of a more glorious recompence. 

^ The fhaik and the conmiandant are become very regular in 
their vifits to us. By this particular attention we conceive hopes 
of the caravan's approach, as we do not think they would thus 
court us through mere form. The Turk is by much the more 
modeft of the two, which muft be attributed to a more general 
knowledge of the world. He has afked for nothing but the li- 
quor before mentioned ; and has received nothing from us, but 
a piece of muflin handkerchiefs, which we prefented him with 
laft night. The Arab does riot maintain this decency in his con- 
du6l, though he is by no means open in his demands. He is 
continually afking us, through the channel of our interpreter, 
of the things we poffefs 5 and this morning defired to look at a 
curious pair of piflols of mine, which I had carefully concealed 
from his knowledge. Though I could not learn in what man- 
ner he had difcovered them, I was obliged to promife them to 
him on our arrival at the Nile ; when we fondly flattered our- 
felves to be delivered from the neceffity of (landing upon our 
guard, Thefe piftols have a ftop upon the cocks, which mufl 
render them fafer to an Arab, who is accuflomed, on a march, 
to fleep with them in his girdle. 

The weather was hotter to-day than we have before expe- 
rienced it, which we attribute to an alteration in the wind, that 
has blown from the land, though very faintly. Were it not for 
the conftant gales which prevail in thefe feas, the coafts would 
be intolerably hot, as the foil is nothing but rock and fand. 
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THURSDAY, 17th July. 

The fliaik brought us this morning a bottle of cinnamon-water 
\inder his cloak. We were prevailed on to tafte it, out of com- 
pliment to him, who fhewed us the example, but we heartily re- 
pented of it. Whether owing to the ftill, or whatever caufe it 
might be, there was a copperas tafte in the liquor, that did not 
agree with our ftomachs. This will be a caution how we make 
free with foreign liquors, among a people, whofe ignorance may 
be impofed on by the venders of theie articles. 

We have difcovered an amiable trait in the charafter of the 
old man, which has confiderably heightened our opinion of him. 
He has a paternal regard for his fubjefts, and feems to fliare in 
any innocent recreation they can take. It was no longer ago 
than laft night, that a flave-boy, belonging to our company, was 
playing on the fiddle for the entertainment of the fhaik. The 
novelty of the found brought a crowd about the gate of the 
yard, where we were fitting on carpets to enjoy the cool of the 
evening. The old man perceived them to be pleafed with the 
TOufic« and afked our permifilon to let them come in. Tliis was 
no fooner granted, than the yard was filled with people of all 
ranks^ who exprefled great fatisfa£lion and furprize at the ikiU 
of a boy^ who might be put on a footing with the blind fiddlers 
that fet a countiy wake in motion. The ideas of the better fort 
of a fimple people, cannot be expected to be more refined than 
thofe of the lower clafs of a poliflied nation. Nature is the fame 
in every climate, and betrays its want of cultivation, by an un- 
diflanguifhing tafte in the feveral degrees of perfeftion to which 
the arts and fciences may be carried. The notes of a violin or 
ilute may touch a rude ear with fenfations of delight, although 
not regulated by the paufes of time ; or how can we pretend to 
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receive pleafiire from the wild notes of the wood-lark or night- 
ingale ? The truth is, we look not for any excellence in the 
bird, but what nature has afforded. The fweetnefs of his pipe 
makes ample amends for the irregularity of the meafure ; and we 
drink the melody, without feeling the want of correftnefs. 

We had a vifit as ufual from the Turk, who watches his time, 
and comes always after the departure of the (haik. He informs 
us, that he has juft had a meflenger, who brings advice of the 
immediate departure of the caravan from the Nile. If this ac- 
count be true, it muft arrive within two days at furtheft. The 
Turk fhewed us a chop or lignet, that he received from Ibrahim 
Beg, the bey of Cairo, nominating him to the command of the 
fort of Cofire. He is a very obliging and good-humored man ; 
and it will be our inclination, as well as intereft, to cultivate his 
friendihip. 

It is not often that we venture out of the doors of our 
gateway, except by moon-light, when we ftray down to the fea- 
iide, which is the only profpefl from this place that can bear 
obfervation. There was doubtlefs {omt appearance of cultiva- 
tion, when the country was better inhabited, as the moft ftubbom 
foil cannot refift the efforts of induftry. But as the power of 
the Turks began to decline in thefe parts, commerce failed apace ; 
the inhabitants of this populous city removed by degrees to the 
more fertile banks of the Nile, and have left it a prey to poverty 
and defolation ! 

FRIDAY, i8th July. 

We received very difagreeable tidings this morning relative to 
the caravan. The road is fo infefted with Buddoos, or wild 
Arabs, that its progrefs is delayed, until a reinforcement arrives 
from the Nile. It feems that a ihaik of the mountains, through 
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which the caravan paflfes, has lately difappeared ; fb that the Ik-^ 
curity which the country was in from his influence^ no longer 
fubfifts. It is cuftomary for the caravan to pay a tribute to thcfc 
chiefs, for a paffage through their dift rifts • They are only rob- 
bers of a larger growth, and openly fet their proteftion to fele, - 
to defend the traveller from the /rapine of their tribes. 

Diftrefling as this circumftance is, we are habituated to diiap« 
pointment, and are arrived at that happy temper of mind, which 
reje6ts complaint in things unavoidable. As foon as a fufficient 
number of camels ai'rive, to tranfport ourfelves and baggage to 
the river, we are determined to fet out, in company with the fh^k 
or his fon; our number and fire-arms being fufficient, in our 
opinion, to put any band of robbers to flight. We fball, at leaft,, 
make up fifteen camels ; not to mention the Chriftians ^d 
others, who might be glad to join us on fuch an expedition. But 
it is likely we fhall not be reduced to take this flep, which, at any 
rate, muft be attended with rifk. The caravan may come before 
any further intelligence, as it only waited for the diQ>erfion of the 
Buddoos, who are between it and this place ; and the pra6tice of 
giving notice of its approach, by lighting fires on the hills, has 
been difcontinued, fince the arrival of thefe troublefbme neigh- 
bors. 

The boats that waited for grain by the caravan, are now refolv« 
ed upon failing, as its appearance is fo uncertain. The mailer of 
a boat belonging to Judda, came to us this morning to know our 
commands. As he feems to be a good fort of man, and this is the 
only opportunity we may have of advifing our friends in India of 
our fituation, we are determined to write by him, to the care of 
Mr. Horfeley at Mocha, who has his letters very punfhially for- 
warded to Suez per viam Judda. 

The Arabs are beggars from the higheft to the loweft. Indeed^ 
io facred is the ftate of poverty ^among them^ that they hold its 
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votaries as under the peculiar dire6tion of Providence. And this; 
humane notion is the fource of that charity, which is the molfc 
general virtue they poflefs. It is not, therefore, to. be wondered: 
at, that an Arab feels not the ftiame which overfpreads the cheek, 
of an European petitioner. He afks, without fcrupIe,.for what he: 
thinks his poverty entitles him to ; and intrudes himfelf in his, 
rags into the prefence of his fuperiors, from which he feidom or 
never experiences a repulTe. A fon of a fliaik of Yambo-is about 
to return thither on one of the boats, and came: to-day to demand. 
A prcfent of us. As we were at a tofs what to offer, him, the old? 
fliaik ftood our friend on this^ occafion, and gave him two gold 
pieces in our name, called mauheboops, of the value: of one dollar 
and an half each, Thefe we are to give him credit for when we. 
fettle accounts with the fhaik. In the evening, the man came foe 

our letters, which we delivered to. him« 

> 

SATURDAY, igth July. 

The air- was fo bleak during th« night; that we were glad ta 
retire into the houfe, though the place, we fleep in is defended' 
from the wind, by the height of the walls^ This is one of the: 
fineft climates under the fun, the air ferene and wholefome, and 
the Iky always unclouded. The rays of the fan are tempered by 
the refreftiing breezes from the fea, which conftantly blow during^ 
the hotter months of the year. The ibutherly winds prevail only 
in December, January, and February ; and at the changes of the; 
moon, they are fometimes felt for a day or two in the other 
months. From our experience of this fea,. we do not think it 
practicable for a velTel to get up to Suez later than March. But 
then (he may always reach Cofire, whence her packets, and even/ 
her goods, may be conveyed at an eafy expence to the Nile. Ghin- 
aah, a city of Upper Egypt^ is fituatcd about 1 30 miles, W. N. W.. 
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of Cofiit ; thither the caravan goes, and there boats may be had 
in great plenty for Cairo, which is 500 computed miles frcMiv 
thence. This route can only be recommended to a packet-boat 
with difpatches from India, or to a veffel that lofes her paffage to' 
Suez 5 as the expence of boat-hire down the river, and the cuftoms 
of this port, would prove a confiderable draw-back on the pro- 
fits of the voyage. But in. fuch a fituation, we doubt not tbat 
veffels would find their account in coming here, inftead of repair- 
ing to Judda, as the fnow Adventure had orders to do, to the 
great lofs of her owners, A treaty of commerce might as readily 
be efFefted with the princes of Upper Egypt,^ as with the bey of 
Cairo; if the India Company do not confider this trade as pre- 
judicial to- their interefts. It is not my intention, at prefent, to 
•nterintaa difcuffionof this matter, as I acknowledge myfelf but 
an incompetent judge of it. But if the (pecies of goods which ara 
carried to the Cairo market, and the channels into which they are 
afterwards thrown, be confidered, it does not appear, that the 
eftablifhnlent of this commerce would operate materially to the 
Company's lofs. The cargoes for this track are chiefly of the 
fineft aflbrtment, and their circulation confined to the ports of 
the Mediterranean 5 fb that it is not to be feared they will inter- 
fere with the fale of the Company's merchandife *• 

The Arabs here are much lefs: referved in converfation than in 
Arabia. The fhaik himfelf has mentioned his wives to us more than 
once, though it is a fubjeft on which his countrymen at home 
prcferve the ftriAefl filencc. But in proportion as they are re-^ 
moved from the land of their Prophet, it would feem that they 
throw off^ the aufterity which is infeparable from bigotry. Their 
features are confiderably relaxed here, of the folemnity- that they 

♦ It is not unlikely that this queftion will be decided by the Turks themfelve», 
whofe ficklenefs and rapacity may lead them to overfet an in .ant commerce, by means 
more forcible to thofe engaged in it, than the authority of the legiflature itfelf^ 
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afFeft at Yambo; and the old man relifhcs a Joke with as much 
glee as ourfelves. He has juft now gained much upon our con- 
fidence by an inftance of forbearance, which bcfpeaks him fome- 
what diverted of the rapacious fpirit of his tribe. My European 
fervant was imprudent enough to venture out in the dufk, into the 
quarter of the town where thtjilles de joie refide. He was difco- 
vered by the patrole, and after having fuffered fome indignities, was 
hurried away to the guard-houfe, whence he was releafed by the 
fhaik's order, as foon as the report was made to him. This hap- 
pened two nights ago, and was kept from our knowledge. The 
old man was very backward to mention the fubjeft to us, which 
he did at length, on account, we believe, of the mifchief that 
might enfue to the foolifh fellow, were he ever caught by the na- 
tives in fuch a place again. Had this incident occurred at Yambo, 
or even at Mocha^ where ftrangers are lefs liable to impofitions, 
there is no doubt but the fervant would have been detained in 
prifon, until his liberty was purchafcd at the price of three or four 
himdred dollars. 

The fliaik brought us word this evening, that he had juft re- 
ceived certain intelligence of the caravan having left the Nile, 
While he was fitting with us, an exprefs arrived, intimating 
that a party of Buddoos were in the neighborhood, and had feized 
a camel and four afies belonging to the town, which had gone 
out this morning to fetch charcoal. The old man immediately 
iignified his refolution to fklly forth with a few attendants, and 
obferve their motions. For this end he borrowed the pair of 
piftols belonging to me, which he had long fixed his eye upon, 
and which J had promifed to prcfent him with on our arrival at 
45hinnah. • Fires were now lighted on the diflFcrent eminences 
which overlook the town, and the drum beat to arms. Nor were 
thefe precautions ufclefs, in fuch a defencelefs place as this, which 
[might be plundered with great eafe by a refolute and well- 
^ accoutered 
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accoutered band. But thefe robbers arc reported not only to be 
indifferently armed, but to be void of all fpirit when they meet 
with refiftance. The third part may be furniftied with match- 
locks, and the reft with fpears and fwords, A miferable race, 
wandering from hill to hill, and fubfifting on the pilfer of ftrag- 
gling paffengers. We prepared our fire-arms for their reception, 
fliould they venture to aflault our caftle; and there was little oc- 
cafion for our keeping a regular watch, as it was not poflible to 
obtain a found nap during the night, whofe ** dull ear" (as Shake- 
fpear denotes it) was deafened by the rattling of the drum, and 
the chorus of a war-fong. Thefe the Arabs continued until the 
morning dawned, and, delivering them from their fears, permit- 
ted us to take an hour's repofe« 

SUNDAY, 20th JuEir. 

We find that the Turkifh commandant had every thing^ in rea;- 
dinefs in the fort, to have done execution among the Buddoos. 
The gunner this morning was fpunging the few pieces that are 
mounted on the walls, having drawn, we fcppofc> the charges 
of powder, which may ferve on a future occafion. The Turk, 
breakfafted with us,, and magnified^, with the rhodomontade of 
his nation, the ftrength of his citadel, and the valor of his 
troops ; both of whichi however, w€ muft confefs,, might with- 
ftand the attack of an army of fuch vagrants, as thefe have been^ 
reprefented to us 1 

Even in this remote corner of the globe^ the chaf adler of the 
Turks ftrongly difplaya itfelf^ Sufpicious of ftrangers, and jea- 
lous of obfervation, they endeavor to conceal their weaknefs un** 
der an oftentatious language. Though he has never invited us 
into his fort, the commandant frequently talks of the impor- 
tance of his diargc ; and though the contempt which the fhaik 
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entertains for him is too vifible to efcape our notice, he is willing 
to infpire us with an idea of his own fuperiority. Confcioui 
that his power is daily mouldering away in thefe p^ts, the Turk 
grows more and more diftruftful of the Arab ; while the latter 
can no longer fupprefs the rancor which he has conceived againft 
his tyrannical maftcrs* To what lengths this mutual averfion 
will carry them, time alone can difcover. But this appears pro- 
bable : fliould a favorable conjunfture prefent itfelf to the Arabs^ 
to recover the territories of Egypt, it will not pafs by unheeded* 
This conqueft of their Prophet's family may return into their 
hands, and then, by a natural courfc of things, revert to the do- 
nvinion of the original poffeflbr. Thus, by a retrograde motion, 
the chains of bondage may be unloofed, and the riglits of the 
native be reftored to him. 

One of the prefent fiibjefts of our apprehenfion is, that the 
houfe we live in will not laft our time, fhould the caravan meet 
with further delsgrs. The rafters are of. the date-tree, and in- 
ftead of plank or tiles, the floor is compofed of nifties laid clofe 
together. On this loofe fand is placed, and over all the coarfe 
matts of the country. Materials pf this fort muft have a won- 
derful elafticity in them •; and every ftep we take, is attended by 
an univerfal tremor of the houfe. Neither would a ftranger ima- 
gine that we were better provided in regard to the roof. This 
is formed of nothing ftrong^r than ruflies, on which ftones are 
heaped, to prevent their being fcattered by the winds* But in 
this fettled climate the native requires no defence, but againU 
the rays of the fun ; thunder and lightning being almofl un- 
known to him ; and even rain a very uncommon vifitor. By 
the accounts of the inhabitants, no rain has fallen at Cofire for 
thefe three years paft ; nor does it ever exceed a fliower or two, 
when it comes. Of this the flrufture of their remaining houfes 
is ani unqueftionable proof; foi: being rebuilt with mud, and half 
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thatched with rufhes, one day of rdn would mix them with thdr 
mother earth. 

MONDAY, 2iftJuLY. 

Old and defolate as this town is, cats are the chief and almoft 
only nuifance which we have found here. But we are infefted 
witfi thefe vermin to fuch a degree, that no provifion can be fe- 
cured from their talons^ during the night. It is to no purpofc 
to lock the door, when the roof is fo unable to wkhftand their 
alTaults. A droll adventure happened laft night, in confequence 
of the voracioufnefs of thefe animals, which may not be unwor* 
thy of remark. We had been prefented witfi a difli of nice 
cakes by one of our Chriftian acquaintance, which a fervant, 
out of his great wiiciom, hung up in the room where one of our 
companions flept. Though the doors and windows were flung 
open on account of the heat, he thought the cakes would befafer 
here than in any other place ; and for the greater fecurity, fuf- 
pended them over the gentleman's bed. But the very reveiie fell 
out. When all was quiet^ the cats, which had been atti*a6led in 
great numbers by the favory fmdl of the cakes, rufhed in at once 
from all quarters, and, without the leaft refpe£t to the intended 
guardian of them, and dire£led by inftind to their booty, flew 
in a tumultuous manner towards it. Our companion was 
awakened by the growling of two of thefe ferocious creatures, 
who were difputing for a prize on his pillow ; and, finding by 
the noife which aflailed . his ears, that the . combat raged with 
equal fury on all fides, he ran to a flick that flood near him, and 
with an aftivity equally new and furprizing, lay about him with 
fuch fuccefs, that his perfecutors made off at length with the re- 
mains of the plunder. We, who took up our lodging in the 
yard, were difturbed by this uncommon tumult, which did not 
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continue kCs than a quarter o£ aft hour. It immediately 
to our minds an adventure of Don Quixote's, with this differ 
rence only, that the prefent was not a preconcerted one. It was 
perhaps happy for our friend^ that the cats had fomething forcible 
enough to draw their attention from him, or his face and body 
might have fuffered equally with the knight's of facetious memory. 
Our mirth was increafed however according to the innocence of 
the diftrefe, which deprived him of his fleep during the whole 
night. This was every mcxnent broken by the mewing of thefe 
animals, that hovered around the fcene of adlion until the day 
broke, und dafclofed to the unfortunate hero the caufe of his 
perplejity. 

Should we remain here much longer, we fliall not have where* 
with to fupply ^the ^raviogs of thefe pQopie, who are continually 
importuningns forpowdev, b^lU flints, and every article that they 
fix tHeir >eyes upon. Einpty^bofttksv'Bre particularly acceptable 
to them i and the fhatk hdimfelf did not difilain to requeft a dozen 
fe>r his own ufe. Even fuch trifles as thefe have given rife to 
jeaioufies in this ftmple place : nay, one of the fliaik*s guards has 
gone fo fair, as to throw DUt.th]!«its of reBgeemce agauifl our 
fervant Ibrahim, beceufe^ thft preference of a few bottles was 
given to another.. To punifh hia mfolence, we took upon us 
this morning to forbid this fellow the houfe. Since our firfl ar* 
rival he has been remarkaUy ofitcious, and prc^ufe of his tenders 
of fervice,; but as we ha^e always confldered him in the light of 
a fpy, we did not regret the opportunity whish permitted us to 
nd ourfelves of fb troublefome a vifitor. 


TUESDAY, 22d July. 

» 

A boat arrived la(l night from Tor, in the gulf of Suez,^ 
which brings iateUigence that thei^ are foUr Englifh yeflels ftiH 
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^tSuez. We may therefore flatter ourielves with, the hppe$ of 
relieving our friends ia India from their 8g)preheni]|0tis for our 
fafety : the accounts we have hitherto £bnt being xmfkusfadiory^ 
and their conveyance uncertain. Our fhaik likewiie informed us, 
in the courfe of his vifit this mornings that two E^rop^ans hzA 
arrived in a boat at Tor, and had fet out on camels for Sues 
without any efcort, about a month ago» Thefe w& know to be 
the gentlemen already mentioned to fadve touched at Yambo, and 
who had the charge of the packet which. Captain Dibdin brought 
from Madras. We copld not but congratulate ourielves on be-> 
ing carried by this road ini^ead of that by Tor^ which i^oul4 
infallibly have been th^ furtlieft port that.x>ur boat oould have 
reached in the Red-Sea^ at this feafon. Our fituation ^pears to 
us in every refpedt more eligible than theirs^i The country be- 
tween Tor and Suez is eft^med the o^unciarilizcfi in all Ara« 
bia. There is no r^uiar caravah)^ and we^ cannot but trouble 
for the iecurity of th^e adveiitiirenf * Their appisarance indeed is 
a powerful circumiQrance in their f&\Ear:; and. it might be better 
for us, if we were as Jbare of baggage and inoney as they are re- 
ported to be. . , - 

The ihaik infiH-^ms us, tibat another ^mel and ibmc. affes^iiaTe 
been taken by the Buddoos, which xftccaitoned liis fending an ex- 
prefs lafl night to meet the caravian, and warn it of : the dang«r« 
The alarm which thefe robbers have fpread through the country^ 
has certainly b^en the caufe of its extraordinary d€lay> which is 
fo grievous to the inhabitants of Cofire^ t;hat the Tuddih com- 
mandant juft now told us> ^ tp2^ di^aitcbed a camel to Ghin- 
nah, to requeft that an additional guard may be fent after the 
caravan, to conduft it hither. A fcarcity of every article of life 
has been felt here for fome time, and famine itfelf can only be 
warded off for a few days longer. 

There is a trait in the character of the Arabs, which is very 
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difguffing ; but no more peculiar to them than to Muflulmcn in 
general. They are fo dirty in their linen, that though they 
take great pains to adorn themfelves in gay apparel, this habitual 
uncleanlinefs cannot be concealed. Their fhirt is of the coarfeft 
linen, and much refemHcs the Engiifh fhift. Their drawers 
are loofc, and ufualiy of filk, and their under garment of dyed 
linen, except on particular occaiions; when it is exchanged for 
a more cofWy one of filk. Over this tfaey throw a cloak of broad- 
cloth, which is edged with fattin or fiir. They wear flippers on 
theii^ feet, and turbans on their heads, of much lefs magnitude 
than the other followers of Mahomet; The drefs of the women 
varies littlbrfcom that tofdiei men. Their fliirt and drawers are 
the fame, but their v^Tidit habit confifts of a loofe gown, which 
is gathered up and faftened at the bread. They take the greateft 
pride in their hair, which falls down their necks in numerous 
plaits. But this is concealed when they go abroad by a part of 
their vails/ with ias^ much :oare as their' faces. The vail is di- 
vided into twa pieces, and joiiis by a cla^ on the forehead, 
which is either of gold or of precious ftones : fo that the fore^ 
head and eyes are entirely expolbd to public view. The com-* 
plexions of the fbtmles are lAtich fairer ilian thofe of the men, 
which miifl: be attriJnMtd to 'the care which is taken to preferve 
them from the fun. In this particular they feem ta be a diftin£t 
fpecies from their fwarthy mates ; and are really fo in refpeft to 
the neatnefs of their drels, and the liberality of their principles. 
This encomium is batdup to thieir rateiit^ and falls fhort of the 
afliftancc which we experienced from them in the hour of our 
greateft diftrefs. 
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WEDNESDAY, 23d July. 

We were agreeably ftruck this moniing with the appearance 
of three camels, wluch were haftening to the town. They 
brought the news of the caravan's approach. It left the river 
in three divifions, and travels by eafy ftages towards Cofire. The 
firft divifion fell in with the wild Arabs who were lately in this 
quarter, and was attacked by them, and plundered of forty ca- 
mels loaded with merchandize. It happened to be the fmallef^,. 
and unprovided with a proper guard. The two larger diviiions 
ynH not be here before tx>*morrow^ and are laid to conM of one 
thoufand or twelve hundred camete.' But the danger we learn ia 
now over, as thefe banditd are gone towards Sues, which is the 
road to their own country. This is the intelligence. which we 
received from the Tur^ at breakfaft, and it was confirmed b^the: 
. ihaik, when ke> came tc^ wifh us rjoy tof 6nr 4>eedy departure. 

By thefe camels ihiere is little come befides wheats and we 
are ftill diftrefied for good water. We have been obliged to drink 
the water of this place for thefe two days paft : it is very 
brackifh and unpalatable 1 but wc take., the pcecaution to boil it 
for our ufei and this has .pcoh^bly\'preyent0df ks di&greeing 
virith us. 

One of the plagues of Egypt feems to be renewed to-day, to* 
our extreme annoyance and regret. We had been quite free front 
the infe6is which are continually engendered in hot climates^ 
when a warm foutherly wind has brought fuch a fwarra of flies 
along with it, as to prevent the poflibility of obtaining our 
cuftomary nap after dinner. The whole houfe is filled with 
them, and not a moment's fatisfaflion is to be found within 
doors. This is the firft time that the wind has been in the 
foutherly quarter fincc our arrival at Cofire ; and confequently 
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is the firfl fair wind that we ihould have met with, had our boat 
purfued her voy^e to Suess. * Tbe gulph of Suez is {o narrow, 
that the wind muft be very favorable to carry up a boat fo badly 
fitted out as ours ; and all attempts on our part to beat up the 
channel, muft have proved fruitlefe. Though the charge of 
duplicity againft the vizier and the nokidah of Yambo, remains 
unre&ted, this prev^ence of contrary winds is no impeachment 
of their experience of this fea. The weather is confiderably 
changed by the alteration of the wind ; and had we a thermome* 
ter to announce it, I aip convinced that it is hotter by many de- 
grees,, than it was yefterday . We arc the more incommoded by 
the heat, as our^ho^fe/l^ not. a window towards the fea, 

T H U R S DA y» a4th Jet Y* 

The ihaik this morxi^ prc^fed to us a fcheme of getting 
expeditiouHy to the Nite, though he could not but take notice of 
the heavy charges that would attend it. We had been repeat- 
ing our complaints of the delay of th€ main body of the cara- 
van, and of the detrijmcnt which our ftay here, would be of to 
pm? affair?. : This was^ fmfi opening for him to benefit by our 
neceffity, which he judged was too prefling, to admit of liefita- 
tion in point of expence. He offered to procure us as many ca- 
mels, as would transport us and our baggage, from thofe which 
arrived yefterday. For thefe, however, we were to pay double the 
price of camel- hhe to Ghinnah, on account of the fcarcity of 
thefe animals at prefent. To this meafure we would readily have 
fubfcribed, had not the price he demanded, exceeded ti'ebly what 
it ought to have done from his own calculation. When he 
even reduced it, at our remonftrance, to eight dollars per camel, 
we were ftill at a lofs how to a6l. We found that we could not 
manage without eighteen camels, for the accommodation of our- 
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felves» the fhaik^ 9nd an efcort of ten foldier^^ which he thinks is 
the fmalleft we can have» and for whofe attendance we muft pay 
fixty dollars. As it is impoflible for us to aicertain the charges 
that we (hall incur on the way to Cairo ; as the impofitions that 
we may meet with on the Nile may equal, if not exceed thofe 
which we have already experienced, it was but prudent to h,ave 
an eye to our purfes, which may be exhaufted before we find a 
friend to replenifh them. But our deliberations on this head, 
were put an end to by the advice of the other principal people of 
the town, who came upon us at this critical moment. They re- 
prefented to us the danger that we fhould rtin> in travelling with 
fo finall a body ; that the caravan's delay was certainly occafionetl 
by alarms on the roadi and that, at all events, it was better for 
us to wait for intelligence from the caravan, before we attempted 
to proceed* Nay, they even went fo far as to. reprobate the con- 
duct of the fhaik, which, in this rdpefb, lavored of temerity, 
and an inattention to our intererfs. Thou^' we gave not an 
entire credit to the infinuations of thefe people, whofe jealouly of 
the fliaik's good fortune was palpable enough, we liad'^heard too 
much not to be guided by reafon, which pointed oiit to us the 
fafeft path to purfue. Rejoiced as they woiild have been, 'to have 
enjoyed the opportunities which the old man had to pillage us 
daily, their malice confirmed our refolution, which began to 
waver, of waiting for the caravan.^ 

To our great relief, fome afles which we fent to the moun- 
tains, are returned this morning, with fix fkins oF water. This 
we may drink without fear, as its quality is good ; but it is ra- 
ther more unpalatable than that we have been ufing of late. 
The tafte is oily, from the.lkins having been newly foaked in 
that difguftful liquid, to prevent their leaking. We have the 
agreeable profpeft before us, of being fumiflied with this be- 
yeragc during our journey through the defart i as the Arabs, 
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whofe bufinefs it is to keep the fkins in order, are too lazy to at* 
tend to the deanlinefs of the infide of them. 


FRIDAY, 25th JcLY. 

This morning the (haik brought the matter of the Tor veffel to 
pay us a vifit. It feems, that he went in company with the Eu* 
ropean gentlemen from Tor to Cairo, where he carried his own 
coffee for fale. We have the pleafure to be eafed of our fears on 
their account, by this intelligence of their fafe arrival at that ca- 
pital. It is rather extraordinary, that we fhould have remained 
fo long ignorant of thefe circumftances, and that the adventures 
of our countrymen (hould have been related to us by halves. But 
this has been more the effe^l: of accident than defign. The Arabs 
give us credit for the fang-fraid which is the principal ingredi- 
ent in the compoiition of their own minds i and were carelefs of 
the communication of an incident of fuch little importance to us, 
as the fafety of thefe ftrangers. Great events are fometimes ex- 
hibited to mark the. chara£ter of an individual 1 while a trait like 
this will fuffice to fix that of a nation ! 

From the mafter of the velTel we enquired feveral particulars 
of a journey, fo new to our experience, and fo fimilar, in our idea, 
to the one which we were about to undertake. But little could be 
gathered from a man, whofe imagination was wholly engroffed 
by felf-intereft, that could contribute to our inflruflion or amufe- 
ment. The road, he tells us, lies through a continued defart, on 
which they travelled for fifteen days i and, to their agreeable fur- 
prize, they met not with any interruption or alarm. In the courfe 
of the convcrjiation we learnt, that this man's veiTel is the proper- 
ty of the fhaik's brother, who is a merchant of Cairo. This con- 
Ae£iion of his may be a bond for the old man's good ufage of us; 
as, over and above his dependence on the bey, his brother might 

dearly 


[ 153 ] 

dearly anfwer any complaint which we might prefer on our arri- 
val at Cairo, 

At noon a camel arrived, with intelligence of the caravan's 
long-expefted approach. It had halted during the heat of the 
day in a valley about two leagues diftant, and will be here in the 
evening. The fhaik confirmed this news in a vifit in the after- 
noon, and gave us affurances, that we fliould let otit the day af- 
ter to-morrow at furtheff. 'At foh-fet about 200 camels came 
in, and the reft are expected dtiring the night. We fent a mef- 
fage to the fhaik, to defire he would provide us with camels, and 
give the neceffary orders concerning our departurfc. This brought 
him to our houfe again. Biit the prblb^e to ' the fcene^ was thb 
demand of a loan of twenty dollar^, whic^'he wasin waht of to 
purchafe coffee. As he was to accompany bs to the Nile, an ad- 
venture of this kind would make it the better worth his while,* 
and give him fomc empltlytnerit dutingfils albfence. Thfefe wer© 
arguments not to be conteftfeV; at leaft, we^fhbuld^havebeeri wil^' 
ling to keep the old fellow In humor,' Had it been at the cxpence 
of double the fum in queftioil. For as to any difcharge of the 
debt, it was the laft thing we looked for. We had been too long 
acquainted with the genius bf th6 AYafcis- lo 'i:onfidcr fuc^ a dt- 
mand in any other light, than a neWTpecles of beggirtg. The 
crafty veteran received the money with niany profefliohs off gra- 
titude ; and while he promifed to expedite our journey, we ob- 
ferved a fmile of exultation on his countenance, which feemed to 
portend us no good. 

SATURDAY, 26th July. 

The morning was ufhered in by a vifit from the fliaik, who was 
attended by the principal Arabs of the town. We foon difcovered 
the errand they came upon, which was, agreeably to the national 
maxim, to fee what they could ftrip us of before our departure. 

X Every 
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Every eye appeared enlivened with. cicpe6tation« and devoured in 
idea the contents of our baggage, which was piled up ill one cor- 
ner of the room. Whatever might be their diiTenfions in other 
matters, they were evidently unanimous on the prefent occafion^ 
We were determined to bring them to the point at once, and de- 
manded of the fhaik the fum total we were to pay for getting to 
Ghinnah* This, after fome hefitation and wrangling among 
themf^lves, they fixed at 205 dollars. The paper which they de- 
livered to us to explain matters, will evince the knavery and ex- 
tortion of thisf race : efpecially when it is known, that the ufual 
hire of a camel is but two dollars, and that money bears ten timesL 
its original value, in a country where fpecie is fo fcarce. The 
tranflation is literally as follows : 

To the government of Cofire for its proteftion Dollars 1 do 

To twelve camels from hence to Ghinnah - - - 80 

To pay for two aflcaries or foldiers, to guard you - - 10 

To a prefent to the ihaik for his company - - 15 

Dollars 205 

This fum, added to our othpr e;Kpeuces," will occafion our being; 
fufferers to the amount of 500 dollars fince our arrival here; which 
may alfo be placed to the a:ccount of the vizier of Yambo. We 
paid it down, however, on the fpot, and difmifled our vifitors, who 
appeared to be well pleafed with the fuccefs of their negotiation*. 

While 

• For the information of travellers, I have here given a table of the coins of 
£gypt, with the value of the European fpecie that are current there. 

The medine, a piece- of iroa filvered. over, about as big as a filver threepence,, 
and worth about three farthings Englifh.. 

The ginzerli and mauheboop^ two different coins of gold,, worth iiQ medmes. 

each. 

An imaginary piaftre, valued at 60 medmes* 
Zequins of Venice, at i6omedincscachh. 

Plaftres of reals, at 60 mediaes each^. 

Cermaa 


While we were employed in packing up our baggage^ and pre« 
paring forour expeditioa^aman of a good mien, and a creditable 
^pearance^ entered thexoom without ceremony^ and requefteda 
private audience on bufineis of moment to ourfelves. He was of 
the race of the Seids» who pretend to be the defcendants of Ma« 
hornet^ and, as fuch, are univerfally refpisfled among the follow-* 
ers of that fuccefsful impoftor. The generality of thefe Seida 
tread in the footfteps of their founder, and have as ilender a title 
as himfelf to the homage which they demand from the deluded 
multitude. But £o prevalent is the hlindnefs of man, that the 
fhadow fhali outweigh the fubftance in his fight ; and thefe hy-^ 
pocrites, under the garb of a fpecious name, Ihiall obtain pen-< 
(ions from Mahometan princes, who Were never guilty of reward- 
ing merit or virtue during their reigns, I have my felf known 
more than one inftance of this kind, while I relided in India ; and 
was once told by a Seid, who came to folicit cliarity of me, that 
he had rejefted with fcom a purfe of 300 rupees, or 40 1. which 
was ofFercd him by the liabob of Arcot, who was fain to pur- 
chafe his prayers at a larger price i Widi fuch a confidence, 
which would lead him into every fecret, and fuch a protection, 
which would fecure him from any chaftifement, it is no wonder 
that the man who now vifited us, (hould have become acquainted 
with the intrigues of the Arabs, or that he ftioiild have hadrefo* 
lution enough to warn us o£ them. After aiking pardon for my 
digreffion, to this man we will now return. 

When the fervants were difmified, and the door was ihut, the 
Seid profeffed to us his concern at finding us in that inhofpi- 
table region. That he had heard of our former adventures with 
furprize, and was filled with admiration to conceive, how we 
fhould furmount the dangers which now encompaffed us. That 

German crowns, at 78 medines each. 

N» B. . All foreign. coiz)$ vary according to their wdght, and fometitnes from the 
parts of Egypt where they pa&. 
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as our foes were numerous, oiir conduft could not be too circum- 
Ipeft ; and that, above all things, we ftiould decline, to the utmoft 
of our power, any propofal to travel in a body diftinft from the 
main caravan : for, as he was convinced there were defigns formed 
againft us, the only chance to fruftrate them, was to keep our 
perfons and baggage with the croud. However bitter and alann?- 
ing this communication was, we could not but pay our hearty 
acknowledgments to the author of it. We confidered him as a 
good fpirit, who had aflumed this form to affift in our preferva- 
tion, and we promifed to hold his friendly caution in faithful re- 
membrance. The yard was full of people, who were fewing up our 
trunks in bags, and the (haik himfelf was fometimes among them 
to give direftions. This circumflance obliged the Seid to fhorten 
our conference,, who took his leave for fear of obfervation ; but 
not before he had recommended us to the protedion of his Pro- 
phet, whofe votaries, at the very moment, were plotting our de- 
ftruftion. 

Scarce had our humane monitor left the room, when the fhaik 
came in to excufe himfelf from accompanying us. He lamented 
that fome aflfairs of importance required his prefence at Cofire^ 
becaufe he fhould be deprived fofoon of our company. But as to 
our convenience and fafcty, they would equally be confulted by 
his fon, who would attend us on the road. He found no diffi- 
culty in perfuading us of the truth of this conclufion. Our pre- 
fent views were to get, in the beft manner we could, to fome civi-^ 
lized place, whofe extent would fcreen us from notice, or whofe 
government would feeure us from further depredations. In the 
immediate temper we were- in, the fervices of the fon feemed to 
promife us full as much fincerity as thofe of the father. 

SUNDAY, 27th JuLr. 

We were employed the whole morning in preparing for our 
departure, which is fixed for four o'clock this afternoon. After 

' all 
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all the money we have paid, the principal article of oiir journey is 
yet to be provided at our expence : and this is water. Ten new 
(kins, that hold from three to four gallons each, were accordingly 
purchafed for the ufc of ourfelves and fervants. And this ftock 
flood us in no contemptible fum, in a country where good v/ater 
is dearer than any other neceflaiy of life. We furniflied ourfelves 
with a kind of bilket to fatisfy the calls of hunger,, and added to 
the ftore a mutton-pye of our own making :. for cookeiy was a 
knowledge to which we had been indebted more than once, for a 
comfortable meal, fince we left the fnow Adventure. 
. Our old hoft is almoft the only reafonable being we have jnet 
with here. While the reft of his countrymen are racking us to 
the utmoft,. he is very well contented with a gratification of fif^ 
teen dollars, for the time that we have refided in his houfe, which 
is upwards of a fortnight.. We take a pleafure in beftovving on 
this good man the: little trifles we kave behind us, . fuch as chefts, 
beds, and old linen, in gratitude for his fervices, which were not 
the flighteft to people in our iituation 5 impofed upon as we fhould 
have been in every neceflary of life, but for his. timely interpofi* 
tion. We were obliged, however, to obferve great fecrecy in this 
donation ; which, mean as its intrinfic value may appear, might 
have excited the attention of his fupeiiors,. and induced tlie,fhaik 
himfelf to difpute it with him after our departure., 

^t four o'clock we put dn our Arabian dreffes, which we had 
provided for the journey. As we have fuiFered the hair to grow 
upon our upper lips for fome months paft, we are. each, provided 
with a tolerable pair of whilkers ; and as our complexions are by 
this time pretty well tanned by the fun, we ho]^ the more eafily to 
efcape obfervation. Rut there is a peculiar chai^adiieriftic in the 
individuals of every nation, that will diftinguifh them through the 
difguife of drefs and language. This is exemplified daily amid 
the neighboring ftates of Europe, whofe habits and manners are 
nearLy tlie fame; and cannot fo much excite wonder in our cafe, 

where 
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where the whole temperature of our ininds and bodies was Co con- 
trary to that of the people, whom we endeavored to perfonate. 
Our landing on this coaft, it is true, was known, and our pro- 
grefs was every where preceded by the herald of rumor. But nei- 
ther of thcfe caufes conlpircd towards the difcovery of our origin, 
however they might have operated in the feizure of our efFefts, 
and the detention of our perfons. Every eye immediately pro- 
nounced us to be aliens to the land, and did not require any 
further fupport of this opinion, than its own penetration. 

The Turkifli commandant had been very fparing of his vifits 
of late, which we had imputed to his (hame of feeing us, after the 
fcene of extortion he had been concerned in. Though we gave 
him credit for a principle which the Arabs are wholly devoid of, 
it appeal's, that we did bim^grcat injuflice in our concluiion. In 
the divifion of the fum demanded of us for the ufe of the govern- 
ment, the Arabs had not only excluded iiim from a fhare, but had 
kept the whole tranfadion from bis knowledge. This we learnt 
from his own mouth, in a farewell vifit that we now received from 
him. Whether he really was oiu* friend, or was over-reached by 
the (baik and his adherents, we cannot pretend to determine ; and 
if we thought favorably of this Turk, it arofe from his perfonal 
civilities towards us, and could not be jufKfied by the general de- 
portment of his nation towards Chriftians. This Turk, and an 
Arab merchant, were the only people in whole profeffions we 
trufted ; though it happened, that their, good wifhes were all they 
could beftow on us. The merchant was a refident of Judda, and 
was here on a commercial fcheme. He had contradted an af- 
fection for the Erfglifh in his native place, and cautioned us fre- 
quently againft the knavery of his countrymen, though he was 
afr^d to difclofe his good-will towards us openly. To him we 
entrufted letters direfted to the care of Mr. Horfeley at Mocha, 
advifing our friends in India of our departure to Ghinnah. 

The fhaik's avaricious difpofition feems to equal that of his 
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countrymen in general. He has thrown off at laft the made of 
difnmulation, and afls in his native charafter. Whik it an- 
fwered his purpofes, he aiFe£bd the humane patron i and now 
he plays the unfeeling tyrant with as good a grace* Our depar- 
ture is deferred .until the morning, on account of the caravan's 
not being in readinefs ; and the (haik has taken this opportunity 
to infmuate to us, that the camcl-drivers are not fatisfied with 
the price we have paid them ! Gracious Heaven ! of what lati-^ 
tude is the confcience of an Arab, which is not content with 
three times the value of his beafts' labor ! for three times are 
we already charged, to what the native pays for the hire of a ca- 
mel. We are bent upon not complying with this further impofi- 
tion, unlefs this man (hould be bafe enough to obftru£t our depar- 
ture. The old fellow and we parted for the night on bad terms ; 
and he was particularly irritated at our declining to accept of a 
centry to guard our baggage, which was piled up in the yard. This 
was done by the advice of our venerable hoft, who told the fhaik^ 
that his walls were a fufficient defence for ovir property. This di- 
verted the fhaik's attention from us, and he let drop fome words 
fignificant of our reliance on a foolifh dotard, who might not be 
able to protedt our effefts from the attempts of the town's people. 
We paid no other regard to this fpeech, than by fpreading our 
carpets around the baggage, and taking our pofts on the ground^ 
ready to defend it againft the defigns of fecret or avowed enemies. 

MONDAY, 28th JvLY. 

" Airs well that ends well," fays the old proverb ; and this, if 
ever, was verified with us. The fhaik came early in the mornings 
and looked gloomy;. His ordinary falutation was even omitted,, 
and convinced us, that his difcontent was great, and not to be re- 
moved, but by a compliance with his humor. When a Mufllil* 
man fails in the modes of politenefs, the worfl is to be apprehend- 
ed 
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cd from his power, which will carry by force the point which his 
addrefs was unable to accomplifh. All ceremony was now laid 
afide, and he told us in plain terms, that he muft have more mo- 
ney. He condefccnded, indeed, to place this requifition to the 
account of the people of the town and country, who had been pef- 
tering him for buxies, or prefents, from us. That it was our 
misfortune to be confidered by thefe people as men of vaft 
wealth, whofe trunks were filled with gold, precious (tones, and 
rich merchandize, on which it was their cuftom to lew a tax. It 
was in vain that we remonftrated againfl this demand, which was 
as wanton as unjuft. It was in vain that we referred to the 
fliaik's own knowledge of our efFeAs and profeifion, neither of 
which fubje6led us to the taxation impofed upon merchants and 
their goods. It was in vain that we appealed to the government 
of Cofire for its interpofition in this matter, as we had paid fo 
largely for its protection • The dependants of the fhaik were yet 
to receive their mite, and he declared in a determined tone, that 
he could not pretend to fend us in fafety to the Nile, until he had 
received orders from the bey of Cairo, unlefs we fatisfied the hill- 
people with a donation of twenty-five dollars. Hard as the ex- 
tortion was, we panted too much for a return to our friends and 
country to hefitate long about it ; and the (haik was content with 
the fum of twenty-three dollars, which we had kept about our 
perfons for the extra expences of the road. And lucky it was for 
us that this money was referved from our baggage, which, in its 
prefent fituation, could not have been opened for a fapply, with- 
out expofing our real treafure, which was not inconfiderable, to 
the eyes of the fhaik. Sufpicion of our concealed money was the 
only ground on which he proceeded in his demands ; but a con- 
vi6lion of it might have operated more materially to our detri- 
ment. The cloud which had loured in the countenance of the 
fhaik, was in a moment difpelled, and, with a tone of infinite good- 
humor, he ordered the camels to the door to take up our lug- 
gage.. 
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pigt. The hopes of our departure w?re now fpr the firft. tknei 
cert»i>> and white we gave orders to the iervants m what ma,nner 
to diQ)ofe of (he tiiuings^ our fpint^ mteskfibly returned to us» 2^4 
chafed all vifiiii^ of animofity^ and ^prnphui^t^ It appeared th^t 
during ou^ altercation the caravan had left the town^ but was tq 
halt in a valley at a fbiall ddftanCe^ to be joined bv all fbagglers. 
To avoid the impertinence of ii» mob that furroul^de4 t;he houfeji 
the fhaik advifedusto quit the tofi¥gifa,a&d wait for our camels at the 
weft ai^gk of the fort^ After a very cordpbal and moving feparatioa 
with o6f good hdflr, wc' refi>rted to thp houfe of the Judda m^r- 
chanty and partodc of a breakfaft ^hidk he had prepared for us« 
Having embraced hiiiir aa a friend who had been raiJfed up to us 
from the tribe of our enemies^ w»hafteaed to the appointed fpot. 
Here, as we fat beneath* the wall, our other friend, the Turk, ap- 
peared on the rampants, and bade ua adieifi I At tl^is inftant the 
camels came up, and we) fbund that they had only provided us 
with ten inftead of twelve, fi^ithe oighty dollars. Nor was the 
fliaik prefent to reftify. this wilful miftake. To increafe my 
own hardihip, my companbns l^ppenedi as luck would have 
it, to be beforehand with me^ and to poflefs themfelves of the two 
only riding camels that were in our train. I was> therefore, fain 
to put up with one of the beafts which carried the baggage $ and 
not finding my feat fo eafy as I could have wiihed, I oonioled my^ 
felf with beftowing an hearty maledi6ti<m on th(e ihaik, for this 
parting proof of his kindnefs. Soon after we had moved onwards^ 
we were overtaken by the yotmg fh^ and the two guards, who 
were to be our efcort on the road. They brought us the compli-^ 
ments of the ihaik^ who had grace enough left to fhun an inter* 
view, aftfer this lall icene of his political fdrce. The young man 
endeavored to palhafe the offence, by afiuring me it was a mii^ 
lake, which fhould be re£tified when we joined the caravan^ Be- 
£des the aibf efaid ^rabs> cmr company coniift^d of lyiajor Alex- 
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ander^ Mr. Hammond, and myfelf, my European fcrvant, two 
(laves belonging to the major, our interpreter Ibrahim, an Arab 
fervant named Abdul Rutfar, whbm we* had hired at Cofire, and 
an Indian fakeer, whom we permitted to ride oh a baggage^camel, 
to affift him on his route to Cairo, where he was bound on a reli- 
gious penance. We had a couple of mufkets, as many blunder- 
bufles, and two pair of piftols amoilg ouri^lves, with plenty of 
cartridges which we had prepared. The (haik's fon and his at- 
tendants were much more completely armed, as were the camel- 
drivers, who followed us on foot. At two o'clock in the after- 
noon we joined the caravan, which we found in a valley two 
hours journey from Cofire. f he diftance I computed to be five 
miles, as, by the befl: ttbfervation I could make now:and during 
our journey, a camel goes at the rate of two miles and an half 
an hour. Here a fcanty ftreatn waters the thirfly foil, and 
about an acre around is covered with' date -trees. Under thefe 
we made a delicious repaft, upon the nratton-pye which we had 
brought with us. The watet is brackifh in this fpring, and is 
what the Inhabitants of Cofire generally ufe. 

In this yalley we had a glimpfe of the friendly Seid, and it 
was the laffwe got of him. Some of the cami^ls were in mo- 
tion long before oUrs, and he pafied us on one of tliem. At 
three o'clock, we mdved off the ground, and were not a little 
ftartled to find that <Jur whole colleftivc force did not exceed 
forty camels. The caravan had departed, it feems^ when the 
Seid went by, and the conviftiort of this brought his vain pre- 
cautions to our minds. We could not help expoftulating pretty 
Icverely with the young fliaik on this neglef): of his, which 
might fubjeA us to rifk. But as he laughed at any idea of dan- 
ger to fuch a body as we were^ and talked of overtakmg the ca*- 
ravan before it reached the next ftage, we were under the ne- 
ceffity of becoming quiet, to avoicl the appearance of fear, 

which 


n^di would, htve.^m^ ui in/itb^irr e^bj^atioi^. It wa^ our in- 
tereft to conoeal» as mwh as .ppffiblc^. the real, motives of our 
apprdbeafioni; and to appear to : place ja confidence in the man, 
who was become. our con4u^r.. 0\ir party was the fourth 
of this little comp^yi^ ^d we k^t in as compafi: a. body 
as the road would jaUow of, to fecure us ifhe better againft the 
effefb of trcadieji^ or furpiize* We continued our way through 
the valley, which fooii became . d^fart and ftony like the hills 
above it* At fix o'clock we halted to drink coffee/ and tp feed 
our cattle. This ftage was three hours, or feven miles and an half. 
At eight o'clock the iignal was gpiven for jjiarching, but juft as we 
had mounted our qameJi^, an alairm was ipread of the approach 
of the wild Arabs^ , In the confv^fton wl>ich this naturally occa* 
fioned, we immediately difmounte^ ^nd .affembling ourlervants^ 
marched dire^ly ta the quarter, where; our Arabs .had fet up a 
war-cry, and whence the difchargp. pf feyeral 'matchlocks had 
reached ouil ears«: ,On the .roa4 we met.,with the young (haik 
and his attendants, who were feekin^ us out, and feemed not a 
little furprized at our alertnefs, and the good countenance we af- 
fumed in this ugly affair. Thi^ we underflood from an expref^ 
fion which he dr6]^d in the hearing^ 9/ qui; Ibrsdi^m^; which, 
joined to the fudden cefiation of t\kQ tUQiujt^/ conving^. us that 
he was at the bottom of it. But whatever he and bis allbciates 
intended, the. trick failed of any other purpofe,,^ than that of let- 
ting them fee we were ready to repel any . infult. They gave 
Tome triflix^ reafon for the buiUci, which they told us was owing 
to the unexpcdted appearance of one of the hill-people, who had 
threatened to pillage us while at Cofire. As we neidier faw 
this man, nor received aiiy fatis£a£i:ory account of the matter, 
we attributed it to a defign to try our mettle, and to make what 
advantage they could of our fears. But we lent a deaf ear to 
their demands of buxiesof prefents, which we mprtified them in 
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faying, Were itot dtib ii^kht ^th]^ithk^t\^^h^ 
il^ttv dl Was calm 5ve momitedt agaki^ and. oaaired oik ;. i»r 
txAf 1%ht lihe ttars, ^v^dti lhd«e very bri|^t. . We. cohtmufiol to. 
titverfe thfe feme ttalk^ as ^eforei «in«l twft 45iJcli«^ tte moniif- 
ingi when we hialted bbnealii the* hilli) <ad^«%cefld ooir. canpctB to 
take !fQch repose, as tnir time, ^md ihe«p6(irtiliarittf of dur circbmH* 
ftanibes, woold admit of: ^ TtieMllbigpwajpii^lto^ or fifibeea: 
iniites, and1>y otir i:eck6miig> Ave'«at^ twcsfty-^eveA. oiileaibsimi 
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At ft\re o'dock' the Arsfbs roueed w^ td get ourrdiues ;nad)ft; 
We were fedn mounteij^-attKl begaii our ^narch^ f^itig, awLnc^: 
tecovered from y dterday 's fatigues. Wfe wwe veiy fbfticitous ibr 
ti juriftion with the caravan^ hut irom fbe -laflf evCTiing'« ma^ 
tioeuvres, atid our difappoint<ne»t at litght, >we are by this 'time 
tifcertamed that our reparation had be^i kitetided, and confer 
quently, that a mcetiftg would be unlikely, beforer«our arrival at 
"Ghinnahv /In l3iis uncomfortable fituatiotH <wBr ttiiy ihope. Dsfled 
Upon thd 'knowledge wfeich the <jaravan had of our being in ithe 
defart. Which we flattered ourfelves' would deter our co4idu6kors 
from any open outrage,: Befldes, wo numbered the camels and 
merchandize of a merchant ctf^'Ghinnah among our bodyt which 
we confidered as a kind of protdftion ; though whethar we owed 
this union to accident or defign,, we could not deterpiuie: Thils. 
merchant, by namis Mahomet, travels with us^; and we. under- 
ftand, that we are to be lodged m ^his houfe during our flioirt 
ftay at Ghinnah. He is the- brother of ono Alty, wiiOv profelfcd. 
a great regard for us at Cofire ; and who is thexaufe, we fuppofe, 
of the invitation which the merchant has given us. 

The country as we advance, ftiU "wears the fame barren face. 

Here 
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Here luadlhcre IT dvrarf date-tree appears, and the trufle-bufh is 
£tm]iifiQit oirtheroady t^ the greal: delight and benefit of thg poor 
eamrl/ who devours il; very greodily. Among thefe buihes we 
found federal ^cer» iVho mujQ: noceflarily Jive many days without 
•water in the^epth of tibk defart ; except :that« like the freia-deer, 
wlio ' digfi widyh certatnjy ka provendCT beneath the . ihow:i tb^y 
^ply themfeltiies^ witb w.aijer fii^in a fimiiar praiSice. Th,^ Mdbs 
find ipcdngs m partdettkr ip&is^ and I dQubt not but nature bfs 
implanted in thefe poor animals the indin^ to fajtisfy .0(19 of 
her 'loudieft rails.. Wc; lifcewife law ^umbers of quaiU and feve^ 
ral eaofths of an ujiiknQwn animal ^ probably of the hare and 
ger*>ua, which are common in the defarts of Arabia, but did 
not come wiiiiiQ bur view. This country would be truly romantic, 
. were it^dovered widb verdure. The variety of ilopes.,and.decUvi- 
<ks wildi wiii(4i ft i& inifcerfpQr^4 the freq^ifien/t vifk^ whiph the 
openings between the hiJUs a&rd^^wx^iuld.piie&nt^the .beautiful 
i€eiieS';of ]ia;ture^ were^the ibil ferlilizedy fs they do iJbtf itibUine, 
in their ' rude and fterile (ilate. Xhe inavintaii^ con^taiu bo^ j^- 
'Iftifter and marfale; of which many piec^ Uetfcattered upc^n tl^ 
road. We made a long andiatiguing anarch, and^at ekven o'clock 
halted m a pais between :ihp ^mountains, whejie t^e Arab^ dig ;^r 
frefh water, and find it 'Very good^ They have nothing indieed to, 
do, btttto JBmovetbc'dirt with whicjb the.fpcing is choakedup; 
and as the -water is di^awn before its traaifpaxency returns^ we 
Ibrained: it )lim»j^ a/cloth to take off the foulnef^. The moun- 
tains heve .are fo perpendicular, and approach £0 clpfe together,, 
tliat at noon there is a fliadeion thefouth fide for travellers, to 
repofe under. We had centioels on the iieights during our i%ht 
Mpall, als this place* has the charadler of being, vecy dangerous. 
' The laft tftage ' was iiK jiQurs, , or fifteen miks. At one o'clock v^e 
moved onw^ds with, .a .plentiful fupply of water, and went near 
a mikthsQU^ this pais» which winds about like the entrance of 
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an Indian fortrefs 5 and where an handful of men might check 

the progrefs of a large army, were the country worth difputing 

for. The wind was very hot from the vicinity of the rocky 

mountains, and this day's journey proved very laborious to us, 

who had led a fedentary life for fo many months paft. Our 

minds indeed had been fufficiently excrcifed, but our limbs were 

enfeebled from eafe and inaftivity. We had no refrefhment, but 

Tome bifcuit and water, during the day, though our condu£tol:» 

who was well mounted, pufhed on frequently before us, and 

. had his cup of coffee with his friends, ^ beneath the fhade df 

fome projefting hill, that afforded fuel for a fire. : This our 

camels would by no means admit of our doing ; and though 

coffee would have been the beft recruit which our fpirits could 

have received, we could only repine in filence at the young 

man's negleft. At five o'clock we halted on a plain to refisfli 

ourfelves. This ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At feven o'clock in the evening we mounted again, and for 
the firft time afcended an eminence by a very eafy approach. We 
quickly regained the level country, atid advanced at a fafter rate 
than by day, through the vallies in which we are conftantly bu- 
ried. The night was as bright as the laft, and we fhould think 
it a lucky incident were we to lay by in the day, and to travel 
' only by night. At two o'clock in the morning the moon rofc, 
which was the fignal for us to halt. And much indeed did we 
■ ftahd in need of repofe, after a journey of fuch a continuance. 
Befides, we fuffered greatly from the uneafy motion of the ca- 
mels, which nothing but habit could reconcile to a man. For 
my own part, I am fo particularly aggrieved by the iaddle of the 
camel on which I ride, that the fmall of my back is ftripped of 
its Ikin. This arifes from my ftill being fumifhed with a bag- 
gage-beaft, notwithftanding the fine promifes of the young fhaik. 
Authors are much miftaken in their particular ideas of this ani- 
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niaL His being filde to go from loo to 1 50 miles in the twenty-foui: 
hours^ is a very fable. Perfeverance and hardinefs are the qua- 
Uttes which dUtioguiih him above all other quadrupeds^ and pe* 
culiarly adapt him to the barren countries, where he is found in 
the mofl: vigorous ftate. His common pace does not exceed 
three miles an hour, at which rate he will go fixteen hours out of 
the twenty*-four, fpr a journey of a month and upwards. But put 
him beyond his ufual ipeed^ an4 he ibon tires. For a day indeed it 
may be quickened to five, and even fix miles an hour ; but he 
fhortly grows obftinate, and refufes to proceed at a rate fo dif- 
proportioned to his abilities. He is however very docile^ and 
when trained to a caravan, requires neither a rein to guide,, . nor a 
whip to forward his motions. To aftranger nothing can be fo 
ineligible as this mode <?f travelling ;. tedious and fatiguing to the 
laft degree, and efpecially in thefe parts, where we could not pro- 
vide ourfelves with Utters, to defend us from the fcorching rays 
of the fun. Qur courfe yefterday and to-day was generally to 
the northward of weft, and fometimes wefl and by fouth,,and due 
wefl. The laft ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles, and by 
our reckoning we are now feventy miles diftant from Coiire. 

WEDNESDAY, 30th J0L v. 

At five o'clock this morning we were wakened from our fleep, 
which had been very found, notwithftanding the fufpicious com- 
pany we are in. We got up more aiTured of the good faith of 
our condu£lor, feeing that no attempts had been made to furprize 
us, at a feafon whei^ exhaufted nature had left us at his mercy* 
At a moment of fuch alarm, there was fbmething particularly 
aggravating in our fituation. Worn out with the labors we bad 
undergone, fleep infenfibly ftole upon the moft determined eye ; 
and the common fatisfa£tion of keeping a watch at leaft upon the 
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motions of an enemy, was denied us. Sh6rt as oar nap^as, it 
gave us fpirits to purfue our journey. But this might Aot long 
have proved the cafe, if v/c were to dbtain but two hours repofe 
out of the twenty-four^ in travelling to any coniiderable diflance. 

Before we had gone far, my European companions and my* 
felf began to find our bowels greatly affefted by the water which 
we got yefterday . This, at all times, is an alarming complaint ; 
and nothing but our fuppofed vicinity to Ghinnah, could have 
adminiftered confolation to our diftrefk. We entered, after an 
hour's march, upon a large plain, fterile and ftony like the moun-^ 
tains which we now left behind us. It is a circumftance worthy 
of remark, that we never croflcd any confiderable acclivity in 
our paf&ge through this defart ; though at evciy point of view, 
the traveller fuppofes he lias a laborious height to afcend^ and 
that he muft make his way good, by conquering the flupendous 
precipices which continually prefent themfelves before him. But 
indulgent hature has accommodated the country to the neceffities 
of the native. Throughout the hilly region, whkh extends it*- 
felf from the Red-Sea to the Nile, fhe has icooped out a line of 
vallies for the paflage of the c»*avan. The foil is a mixture of 
Aone and fand, which, beaten down by the <:onftant tread of 
the fplay-footed camel for many centuries paft, aflfords an even 
and firm pavement to the beafts that travel over it. The road is 
wide enough in fome places for an army to pafs in a Hne ; and 
in others, will not admit above two or three camels abreaft. 

This country muft have experienced a fad reverie, were it ever 
fo fruitful as the antients have reprefented it. For the laft fifty 
miles we have not met with any tree but the hawthorn, or any 
verdure but what the fweet-fcented flirubs .faintly afford the 
fights and now that we are within a few leagues of the Nile, 
the profpedk is not mended for the better. At eleven o'clock we 
lialted under a fpreading hawthorn to brcakfaft ; but had not is 
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yet a glimpfe of the Nile, or any token of our being in the 
neighborhood of fo fine a river. The laft ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. Here, to our great aftoniihment^ we found that our 
water was expended. This muft have been owing, as much to 
thefts in the night, as to the impudence of the camel-drivers, who, 
as we go along, draw water from our (kins in defplte of us, 
though depending from the beafts on which we ride. The info- 
lence of this tribe is furprifing. Though their camels are hired 
by us, they pretend to a right of mounting them themfelves, 
when they are weary of walking. Thus, do the poor baggage- 
beafts groan, at times, under the additional burden of a man's 
weight. It was as much as I could do to keep my camd-driver 
from getting up behind me ; and my friend, the major, was not 
fo fortunate, whofe driver once eflb^ed a feat on his camel, in 
defiance of his remonftrances, and threats, to deter him from 
#ch a piece of afTurance. 

At one o'clock, the young (haik moved forward, to procure 
us a fupply of water from fome fprings which lie out of the road ; 
and we propofed to remain here during the heat of the day. But 
we prefently difcovered fomething that made us haften our dq)ar- 
ture» There was a certain Arab, whom I have already mentioned 
to have rendered himfelf very difagreeable to us, during our 
abode at Cofire. This fellow had been appointed by the fhaik 
as one of our guard ; and was at this very time under the (hade 
with us. By his afliduity on the road, he had tried to efface the 
unfavorable idea we had of him ; and as our friend, he now in- 
fmuated to us, that it was better for us not to truft ourfelves at 
Ghinnah, where the inhabitants were profefled rogues, and 
would plunder our effefls. . Nay, he went fo far as to propofe 
to conduft us to Banute; a town a few hours higher up the 
river, where he could cnfure us the beft reception, and a choice 
of boats to tranfport us to Cairo. This circumitance was too 
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baiefaced not to alarm us, and we deter (Bioed to pu(h on, 
through an almoft infupportable heat. But our condudor was 
abfent, and we were left in the hands of our gttard and the ca- 
mel-driveis ; a force which indeed wfe did not fear, but would 
have been glad to be quit of in a folitary and inimical place. 
This refolution was confirmed by Abdul Ruflar, our Arabian 
fervant, who was entitled to credit from his paft behavior. He 
advifed us by no means to liftcn to, or remain with thefe rafcals ; 
but to follow the young fliaik, whom they had the confidence to 
tell us was a foolifh youth, who did not know our interefts. Ac- 
cordingly, at two o'clock, we mounted our camels, in fpite of 
their ittiportunities to wait until the evening, and moved on, in 
the moft fultry day I had ever felt in the Eaft. We foon re- 
joined the merchant's camels, which had taken iheher under a 
thohi^tree at forae diftance, and were ready to attend us. While 
united with this body, we did not fear going aflray ; and purfun^ 
cur courfe, under a full iecurity of being on the road to Ghin- 
nah.. We had no water, but what oiu* earthen guglets contained; 
aild tbb was foon e^cpended. It is impoflible to deferibe what 
we fiifiered from heat and third during this ftage. A mouthful 
or two of dirty water, wluch one of our guards gave me, made 
-me forget for the moment his recent infolence 1 and all our for- 
mer appr^enfions were irlfenfibly fwallowed up in the more 
psdnful idea of failing victims to thiriL Our tongues a£bually 
became parched to our palates ; and we were obliged to wet thera 
every now and then, with fpirituous liquors, to prevent fufFoca* 
tion from the clouds of duft which continual whiriwinds threw 
around us. This expedient was hut tranfitory, and ierved in* 
deed to encreafe the rage of thirft. It was our common mif- 
fortune alfo to labor under a violent complaint in our bowels j 
and to the want of the bad water that occaiioned it — a want 
which we had lamented in the moft earneft manner— our prc- 
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fervatioii was probably owing. I was (6 afflicted my&lf with thb 
difbrder, that I could fcarcely fit my camel through excels of pain 
The wind and duft had equally z£kQ:ed our fight, fo that we wan-« 
dered on in agony iand darknefs. There is no doubt that our 
Arabian companions partook in ibme meafure of our fufFerings ; 
but they were too much accuftomed to the fun^ to feel all the 
efFeds of his fury ; and we had fome reaibn to fuipe£t, that their 
flock of water laided long after ours had failed us. To crown this 
fcene of diftrefs, we at length overtodk the (haik, who, we learnt> 
had been diiappointed in replenifhing his ikins, by the appearance 
of wild Arabs about the fprings. This news founded like the 
knell of death in our ears ; not from the neighborhood oi thrfe 
robbers, who were once fo formidable to our fears, but from the 
abfence of a fluid, on which we fuppofed our lives to depend; 
Faint and fpiritlefs, thei-efore, we toiled on until eight o'clock at 
night, when we halted, without having encountered any foe in 
the way. But far different was this halting-place from any other 
we had come to. Without a draught of water to moiften our 
throats, it was imprafticable to force down a morfel of bread s 
and the pain and wearinefs under which our bodies labored, were 
too extreme to admit of a momentaiy repofe. Overwhelmed with 
hunger, third, and fatigue, we fat ourfelves upon the ground, 
and revolved our melancholy fituation in filence. Every Ikin was 
alternately ranfacked by us for water, ainl not an article left un- 
tried that was likely to produce the leaft mcnfture. My compa- 
nions and I had unluckily recourfe to raw onions, which were 
among the baggage. But no fooner had we tailed of this potent 
root, than we repented of our rafhnefs. The effeft was quite 
contrary to our hopes ; and our drought was irritated to the 
higheft degree. This ftagc was fix hours, or fifteen miles. 

At nine o'clock the word was given to refume our march. The 
doubtful light of the ftars, and the evils we endured, prevented 
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our feeing clearly what was going forward. But our Ardb Ser- 
vant foon alarmed us with the intelligence of oqr having left the 
merchant's camels upon the ground ; and by fome words which 
the drivers had let drop in his hearing, that they had but a. ba4 
opinion of the (haik's intentions refpe6ling.us. The fcene was, 
now become very critical, and a cataftrophe not very happyi 
appeared likely to enfue. We rode up immediately in a body to 
our fraudulent conductor, and charged him with treachery to- 
wards us. We inftanced his firft having parted company with 
the caravan, and then with the merchant's camels, which being 
both bound for Ghinnah, plainly indicated his unfriendly defign 
of carrying us to another place. To our great furprize, he ac- 
knowledged the charge of deceit towards us in this particular^ but 
ejtideavored to diveft it of any fmifter motives. That it was his 
fjather's opinion, as well as his own, that our departure might 
be retai*ded at fuch a city as Ghinnah, from the rumor of 
our riches, which would induce the officers of government to vi- 
fit our baggage. That he had it in command firofn him to leave 
the caravan at the firft ftage, and to carry us by another route, 
without awakening our fufpicions, which he tnuft confefs his 
countrymen had given too much caufe to be directed againft 
them. That the merchant's camels, from which we had juft parted* 
would reach Ghinnah in a few hours ; and that we fliould arrive 
about the fame time at Banute, a village fomewhat liighcr up 
the Nile, where we might embark fecrctly, and without raolefta- 
tion for Cairo. There was fomcthing as plaufiblc in the fub- 
ftance of this defence, as engaging in the delivery of it. That 
coolnefs of temper, and ready eloquence, for which the Orientals 
arc fo confpicuous, were fully exerted on this occafion. From 
the former declarations pf our guard, and the prefent confeffion 
of the ftiaik, we were alTured there was a combination againft us ; 
but whether it had any ill tendency, we could not fo cafily deteiv 
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mine. In trath^ we .were now in the power of our guides, and 
our deliberations could only terminate in a refolution^ to fell our 
lives as dearly as poflible, (hould they attempt to play us^ falfe. 

There was but little variety in the fcene during the remainder 
of this ftage. The night was too dark to favor our obfervation 
of the obje£ts around Us, if our misfortunes had not extinguifhed 
every fpark of curiofity within our breafts. Hour fucceeded hour, 
without a veftige of fertility appearing, to announce afpccdy pe- 
riod to our troubles J and we were alnioft Amk Into^ a fit of de- 
fpair, when the figlrt of a camel, bearing two fkins of water, raif- 
ed us in a moment to the pinnacle of joy ! Colors would be faint 
to exprefs the tranfporta of wretches half-dead like us of thirft, at 
fuch a change! We owed this fupply to the good-nature of the 
Ihaik,. who pufhed on before lis u> the river, to relieve our diftrefs ; 
and I muft do him the juftice to own, that na fervice could have 
been more material than what he rendered us on this occafion^. 
Nor did it pais unrewarded. It reftored him to our good graces, 
and we renewed our pronufe of an handfome donation on his 
putting us into a boat» Before I ventured to drink, I bad the 
precautioa to wa(h my mouth, and to gargle my throat fbveral 
times. I recommended the iame method to my companions, and 
I do not believe it was uiilerviceable» as the extreme drynefs of 
our palates would otherwife have obliged us tafwallow a: quantity 
that m^t hdve proved fatal to us. But dill we drank with great 
eagernefs and pleafure. And it h not to be wondered at, conlider- 
ing the goodneis of the water, and our long abftinencc We were 
now within a mile of the Nile^ and at three o'clock arrived, at a 
village compofed of tents and huts*. We made no. difturbance in 
unlading our baggage, and having* ftretched. our carpets upon the 
ground, betook ourielves to a (hort,. though fbund> repofe; The 
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles ;- fo that we travelled yef-- 
terday nalefs than eighteen hours, or forty-five miles.; an ama2^ 
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ing ilretch^ if our calamitous fitoation be coniidered. This 
part of the Nile, by our reckonings lies 1 1 5 miles to the weft 
of Cofire. 

THURSDAY, 31ft July. 

We awoke this morning long after the fan had rifeUr and, upon 
looking around us, had the pleafure of feeing the Nile, which 
now began to be gilded with his early beams. We were near a 
quarter of a mile from the river, and could only obtain a view of 
the water through different openings in the bank. Here the bor^ 
ders are adorned in feveral places with the date and other fruit- 
trees i though the country around wears the fame dreary afpeft 
as before. In one of thefe verdant fpots lies the village of Banute ; 
the place we are in, being lonely and uncultivated, and coniifting 
of a clufter of cottages, the property of fome camel-drivers. No- 
thing can more evince the magfttficence of this celebrated river, 
than its breadth at this diftance from the fea« tt appears to our 
eye not much lefs than a mile! wide ; thou^, with its windings, 
it cannot run a courfe of Ibfs than 700 miles, fi^om its leaving 
Banute, until it difcharges it&lf into tiie Mediterranean. 

The young fli^k v^as abf^t fcrnie liours> and brought us the 
difagreeable tidings, that:no boat could be procured in this neigh^ - 
borhood. We were now reduced tb the indifpeniable necdfity of 
feeking one at Ghinnah 5 and the (haik left us, to get fre(h camels 
to carry us to that city. We are again inclined to doubt die er- 
rand on which we came here ; but whatever may have been the 
view of our condu6tor and his afTcxriates; a folution of their odd 
conduft cannot be very remote. While our patience is thus ex- 
crcifed in refpeft to our minds, it is not lefs fo in a cafe of equal 
importance to our bodies. Though we have fafted, in a manner, 
for three days paft, we are afraid to fend to Btnute for a fupply of 
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meatknd fmiti tit&inbaistaiits/we^ learn, aj^ impudent beggars, 
who would not wait ouf beftowing almr npon diem, (hohild they 
happen to be apprifed of our finall number. A pretty fpecimen, 
indeed, of a place which hqs been recommended to us by our 
guard ! But the humble diii)ance which th? ihaik keep^, fliews 
plainly his opimon of dr» A pair />f pigeons, which this place af- 
forded, ferved juil to aiiay the appetites of oui* company ; and as 
we had no mo^ey at hand, the ihaik lent us a couple of dollars to 
pay for them and fome Jinfid 4ates, which we took with us to eat 
upon the Mad. ' : - 

At three o'clock in the afternoon we qintted dils miferable 
village, and fet oat for Ghinnah, in tolerable health and fpirits. 
Whether we owe our recovery to the falubrious water of the 
Nile, or to a cef&tion of fatigue for the laft twcivre hours, we 
arofe this mormng with a perfe£l freedom from our late com- 
plaint. Our faces were now turned to the nonth, and we went for 
the mofl: part of this ftage in the fame diceAion. This was no 
unpleafing circumftance^ as we thereby prefented our backs to 
the fun, which had fo dreadfully annoyed usr yefteiday. At four 
we entered a Tandy valley, where we faw an heixl of deer. When 
we mounted the hiUs beyond it, we had a glance, for the firll: 
tune, of a cultivated country. The Nile appeared about two 
miles to the weftward, wafhing the foot of the mountains by 
which it is (kirted on that Ade. To the eaflward, the whole 
fpace between \\$ was laid out in plantations of grain, which 
were water-ed by inlets from the river. There was as extraor- 
dinary a contrafl: in the profpe£t before us, as could poilibly 
occur in the wantonness of natwe. T1;ie foene to our left;, ver- 
tlant, and crouded with dumps ^f lately trees, which .were 
^^bounded by a fine river ; while that to the right was ^barren as 
before, and offered nothing but lands and ftony mountains to 
•the eye. 
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Our company was reduced by, the abfchoe of our guard, who 
had got the ftart of us on the road by the fhaik's orders, fo that 
we could not mufter above ten camels, had we been in the way 
of danger. At five o'clock we palled by the ruins of a large 
village, which our guides tell us has long been abandoned, on 
account of robbers, who were continually plundering the pro- 
perty of the inhabitants. Here we were alfo deferted by the 
(haik, who gave us notice of his intention to pufli on to the 
city, to prepare an houfe for pur reception. He afTured us, that 
he could anfwer for our fafety on the road^ and at Ghinnah, 
where he would introduce us under cover of the night, and pre- 
vioufly provide for our embarkation. Whatever reluctance we 
might have towards this ftep, it was impoflible to frafirate it, 
and he put his camel on at fuch a trot, as made us lofe fight of 
him prefently. We were even worfe provided with cattle ihm 
before, and on our endeavoring to mend their pace, to keep up 
with the ihaik, we received remonflrances froni the owner againfi: 
hurrying his camels. This fellow attended us, and was as 
furly a dog as I ever met with in my life. When he found 
that my companions and I paid little regard to his words, he 
had the impudence to make Abdul Rufiar, our Arab fervant, 
and the poor Hindoo, alight, and trudge along on foot, under 
pretence that the beafts they rode, were overladen. When we 
were apprized of this circumftance, we rated the owner foundly 
for his infolence. But he remained inflexible, and I know not 
to what a pitch our difference would have arifen, if Abdul Ruf«* 
far had not wifely urged us to . acquiefce in a thing, which he 
now pretended was a matter of choice. He had great merit for 
his pradeht interference, at a time when we were about to for- 
get the reftraint we were under in this Mahometan region. And 
happy would it have been for the Fakeer, if he could have 
yielded to circumftances with equal temper. But his fpirit wa? 
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ib wounded at the indignity which had been ofFeired him, that 
he took the firft opportunity of remounting his camel, unob- 
ferved by the owner. We were at this junfture fome hundreds 
of yards ahead> and were not a little furprized to hear the moft 
lamentable outcries in our rear. Thefe proceeded from the un- 
fortunate Fakccr, whom we beheld under the difcipline of the 
Arab's ftick, but urging his beaft forwards, without betraying the 
leaft defign towards quitting his feat. As we approached him, 
his confidence feemed to redouble, and he began to pour forth 
the vileft abufe on his antagonift in the Moor language. It was 
perhaps conducive to his fafety, that the Arab did not undcr- 
ftand him, who, at our inftance, not only deiifted from the aflault,* 
but left him in quiet poffeiiion of the camel. This fb elevated 
the ipirits of the Hindoo, that giving more ci^t to his own vo- 
ciferation than to our fupport, he defcanted largely on his own 
courage and rank in life, which he averred was formerly a Sube- 
dar, or commander of Sepoys in the Englifli fervice. As this 
man had hitherto kept a centihel on his lips, we did not regret the 
rude manner in which they had been put off their guard ; as the 
many ftories which now fell from them, ferved, in fome meafure, 
to banifh painful reflexions. But, indeed, the fcene which now 
difclofed itfelf, quickly abforbed our attention. After a fix months 
confinement in a fhip, and in barren countries, it was not with- 
out an exquifite fatisfadtion that I beheld the earth cloathed again 
in green, and adorned with her faireft ornaments of wood and 
water. The captive, who has long pined in a gloomy dungeon,, 
could not experience more joyful emotions at the fight of day, 
than animated me on this occafion. I looked about me with fen- 
fations unknown before. I called to my camel-driver to gather 
every bloflbm that the bufhes aflforded, which my imagination 
fupplicd with fragrance ; and this part of the Nile, which would 
appear contemptible when oppofed to the rudeft banks of the 
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Thames, was b> me fraught with numberlefs beauties. We now, 
for the firft time on our journey^ beheld the marks of agricvd- 
ture. The people were in fome places tending their cattle, and 
in others following the plougli. .The river difcovered itfelf at va- 
rious breaches in the banks, about two miles to our left ; and we 
faw wells that were worked by * pacotahs, as in India. Water- 
channels now interfered the road, to fupply the country to the 
right of us, which here began to be cultivated. At thefe channels 
pur poor camels halted, and drank with the eagernefs and perfe- 
verance of ci^atures unaccuftomed to quench the heavieft call of 
nature, which I may fafely pronounce to be thirft. I can truly 
fay, that, during the lafl: three days, I have not eaten an ounce. 
Meat we had not, and I could never get down above a mouthful 
or two of bread. My companions were nearly in the lame fitua-» 
tipn ; which can only be attributed to our ftomachs having been 
overcharged with the quantities of water, which the heat and daft 
9b%9d us. to iWallow. 

Between the time of our feeing the ruined village and fun-p&t, 
W^ counted not leis than a dozen defolated towns, which we were 
given to \2nderftand had been unpeopled on the fame accomit t 
fome large^, and the houies ftill ftanding ; and others defended by 
walls and t©wers, whofe remains are ftill refpeftable. Were a 
traveller allowed to indulge a conjecture on a curfoiy view of 
things, I jthould rather fufpeA that theie ruins were of far greater 
antiquity than the modem inhabitants of Egypt imagine; and that 
time, the grand dcftroyer of all human fyftems, had depopulated 
thefe parts, and not the dread of the roving Arabs. When the 

* A pacotah ts a machine of a very fiinple conftru^Hon* By tlie meane of a long 
bamboo, fixed acrois a maft^ a fingle maa will raiCb water from the depth of ten or 
twelve feet, by walking up and.down the bamboo. During this leifure movement, the 
man above encourages himfelf with a fong,.in which he is accompanied by his fello^,. 
who ftays below, to ^iftribute the water as U corned up in. the backet. 
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Stfftcens over-ran Egypt, whok dfies mtill have yielded to die 
deftru^live tide ; and while the bloody conteft fubfifted between 
thehl and the Turks, the reft were involved te the general wreck 
of this country's grandeur: I particularly remarked the ruins of 
one town, fituated on two hills to the right of the road, and join- 
ed together by a wall which runs acrofs the valley. The front of 
this town ftill extends itfelf a mile, and its towers and hum- 
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mums, which are of ftone, are many of them in tolerable repair. 
Our guides had, indeed, names for this, as well as fome of the 
reft of thefe places ; but being of Arab derivation, they could 
throw no light on the fubjeft of our enquiry. 

The night was very bright, from the countlefs hoft of ftars 
which are wont to fhine with unclouded luftre in this ferene he- 
mifphere. A full hour before we reached Ghinnah, we left our 
northern direction, and travelled due weft. The many gardens 
and plantations that we palled, announced our vicinity to the 
city, where we arrived at nine o'clock. At our entrance we went 
by a large mofque, which was illuminated, and full of people, who 
were attending divine fervice. We faw many good houfes and 
ftreets, before we reached the lodgings that had been provided for 
118. Here we were houfcd at half paft nine, without having met 
with any adventure that could tend to a dilcovery of our perfons. 
The man(ion ieems large and commodious, and belongs to the 
merchant whofe camels accompanied us the greateft part of the 
way. He welcomed us with great cordiality, and, having feen our 
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haggage carried up ftairs, lighted us himfelf to our apartment, 
where fome new bread and frefk dates were ferved up to us. Dur- 
ing our repaft the merchant Mahomet, his brother Ally, and the 
fhaik, attended us, and on their wifhihg us a good night, we remind-- 
ed them of our anxiety to be gone. The laft ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles, fo that we have come 1 30 miles fince we left Cofire, 
though the dire^ diftance muft fall fenewhat (hort of that 
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number. While we were gplmg to bed, we were thrown into fome 
coi^fufion by Major Alexander miffing his Indian fabre. The bag- 
gage was rummaged for it in vain ; fo that we were obliged to call 
up our hoft to lay the complaint before him. The major now rcr^ 
membered having left it below flairs^ and,, as it could not be. 
found, the fufpicions of pur hoft immediately fell upon the fol- 
dier, who had been fo long the objeft of our averfion. This foU 
dier he now ikllied forth at this late hour to feek ; and bidding 
the major to be of good cheer, affured him that the fword (hould. 
be recovered, if ftill within the precinfts of the city* 

FRIDAY, iftAuGusT. 

I awoke at day-break to-day after a very found repofe. One 
night's reft had perfeftly reftored me to myfelf, if I may ex- 
cept, a languor upon, my limbs, which, fo laborious a journey 
might occafion ta a conftitution that is none of the ftrongeft. 
When I had gpt on my Arabian habit,. I perceived a pair of ftairs 
that led to the top of the houfe.. As^I conceived myfelf to be fuf- 
ficiently difguifed, I made no fcruple to afcend them, in order to 
take a view of the city. Ghinnah, or Cana, as. the antients called 
it, is pleafantly fituated on the eaftern banks of the Nile, in that 
diftrift which is known by the name of Upper Egypt By our 
nic^ft obfervation of its bearing from Cofire> it lies in the latitude 
26** 4p' N, which brings it confiderably lower down the river than 
we find it,, either in the old or modern mapa. Its length extends 
from eaft to weft, and its principal ftreets^ run in a parallel line, 
and afcend by a gentle acclivity from the river to the center 
of the, city.. This fituation feems. adapted to the neighbor- 
hood of the Nile, which, in the time of the floods, muft lay the 
adjacent parts under water. Its appearance is truly romantic, as 
•very houfe is furrounded with an inclofure, aijd partly concealed 
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from view by the lofty date-trees, that every here and there 
mingle their tufted heads with the fpiral mofques and fwelling 
domes, as if ambitious to rival their proudeft heights. I was pro- 
ceeding in my obfervations, when our hoft came up to bid us 
good-morrow, and hearing that I was above, he called to me in 
hafte; to defcend. I was rather furprized at this abrupt com- 
mand; but when he pointed out the offence which his neighbors 
might take at having their women overlooked^ I bore with the 
reproof, though my curiofity had not been awakened from that 
quarter. I was well acquainted with the jealoufy of the Maho* 
metans. in this particular; and therefore did not coniider the con-?. 
du£t of our holl as any way unreaibnable. Ta the great fatif- 
faftion of the major,, he produced the fword, which he declared 
had been taken on. the thief he mentioned. He demanded, how- 
ever, eight dollars for the hire of two men, who had affifted him 
in the purfuit of the foldier fome miles from the town. The mo- 
ney was paid to him without hefitation, as the weapon was of vai- 
lue to the owner; but our ideas, of the jjafticewliich prevails here, 
became very imfayorable, when we underftood that the lofs of 
his plunder was the. only punifhment which.the knavc>was likely 
to experience. 

Wefeafted this morning at breakfaft on cow*s milk,., to which 
we have been long flxangers, and on the firft good bread we have 
tafted in Egypt. Indeed, we learn, that this place is plentifully 
fupplied with every neceffary of life,, fituated in a ferene climate,, 
and far removed from the turbulence and intrigues of the capital 
we are haftening to. A pifture^ pretty, in fpeculation, and what 
we flatter ourfelves we fliall find jpft in the pra6lice.. The (haik 
and our hoft joined us at our coffee, and we expefted to have 
heard fomething of the boat. ; but their errand was . to get fuch 
prefents for the camel-drivers and guard, as are ufual for travel- 
lers to give. We were content to be quit of them for a dollar 
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each ; though it wertt not a little dgahift our inclination to in^ 
elude the roguilh foldier among th^ nttmbcr; Scarce had they left 
us, when we had a vifit from the guard fhcnifelves. The offender 
came without a blufh into our prefence, and had the effrontery 
to make a jeft of taking thd fword, which he pretended he only 
meant to have kept as a pledge, for the prefent that was due to 
his comrade and himfelf. He added, that they were now come 
for that prefent, which they had fo juftly deferved at our hands, 
by the prote6lion they had afforded us on the road. We were in- 
clined enough to have disputed their merits in this cafe, had it not 
been in the power of thefe fellows to publifh our arrival at Ghin- 
nah, and expofe us to the rapacity of the government. Their 
demand, therefore, met with a civiler reception than they expeft- 
ed, and we affured them that it had been already gratified. We 
were now witnefs to ont of the moft ftriking inftances of the un- 
licenced tempers of the Arabs that ever occurred in hiftory. For 
no fooner was the fpokefman certified of the fhaik's having re- 
ceived his quota, than he caught up his fabre which lay by him 
on the carpet, and half-drawing it, told us with a refolufe air, that 
if we would difclofe but the fum which the fhaik had prefumed to 
take without their knowledge, he would force it from his throat 
with the point of his fword. This language from a foldier, of his 
fuperior, did not fuit our notions of military difcipline ; and we 
difpatched Abdul Ruffar to feek for the fhaik, and acquaint 
him therewith. He foon came, and fuch a fcene paffed between 
the prince and fubjeft, as baffles all defcription. An hundred 
times did they catch up their fabres, and challenge each other to 
inflant conflift, and as often did they revile each other in the bit- 
terefl terms. But our friend had the greateft juflice in his re- 
proaches, as he fligmatized the foldier with having betrayed his 
trufl, in refpeft to the major's fword. This breach of truft feem- 
cd to both of thefe warriors the principal crime in the robbery j 
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and A* ^parrd'waxed to fuch a pitch, that finding it impoffiMc 
to foftCB their fiiry, we looked to our arms, in order to intimi- 
date th? foldier. His comrade had fneaked off in the beginning of 
llbus difputej and wifely informed the people of the houfe of what 
yjras paffii^g aJ?ove, This intelligence, together with the noife, 
brouglit ^p the hoft with his family, juft at the nick of time, that 
ow 9p»rt9ient was about to become the fcene of bloodfhed, in a 
popplpys %nd civiUicd city, on the trifling fubjedt of a few dol- 
lars! Thifi^Pmpany foon accommodated the matter, and the fol- 
dier was ^(miSkd^ with a promife of obt^ning Im dividend of the 
fum in qiueftion. 

Our diift^e for the people we are among, was fo heightened 
by this lat€ tranftiftion, that we now preffed the Ihaik, very fcri- 
Qufly, to diichacge ;the,obligation he was under to embark us in a 
boat for Cairo* We found ourfelves at greater liberty, and un- 
der lefs apprehension, when committed to the wide waves in an 
Arab boat, than now when we are upon Arab ground ; and I 
doubt jif there was one among us^ who would not have under- 
t^ksfx the pilotage of a boat to Cdro, though «the current was the 
only guide he could depend upon, in preference to ftaying at 
Ghinnah a day longer. The (haik faw our anxiety, and affured 
us folemnly of his intention to keep his word, as foon as a boat 
could be got ready. Our hoft, and his brother Ally, dFered to. 
pledge themfelves for the (haik's fincerity, and the latter propofed 
himfelf to ^accompany us to Cairo. They left us to fit down to a 
meal of wheat, boiled in mutton-broth, which had been delayed 
by the ftrange bufinefs of the day. 

SATURDAY, 2d August. 

We are doomed to be the (port of fortune, to achieve adven- 
tures which we never afpired to, and to find our fituation more 
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danger(Has than ever> at th« tik>ineiit that weafe foolifhly expert:-. 

•ing iibe.pefi6dofkourtrowblt8. < >Thoia^ the night wa$ cldfe, and 
Ih^diDOt ariftedtwdt^/!ir«ih di8 duft vrMcli lAcommodM the tei^race 

-we fWp iupon,'.!! wa6»up;' acconUn^ to <cUft6m, at day-break, ■ and 
in gqiiigrKiotirji i)aiititb:tt)e hadfj^tA, inofder to wafh m6/ was 
met.t>]rd i[bordwt,oT(lM htwf^ #Uo tb^' Md^y th^ arm, awd^ with 
a iigotfioanibtgvftuiie/iibsmd ttie ii^«i|:ai4riifi'a{^ar«ht -agitation. 
Whenhe <fould)iilfldcilta fli^to^ eft^ain 0iiiftlif,^b^ tho ttf^^ns' o£ 
Ibrahim, riweiiiiderflood, toroKv ^zieabdoneem;-thk« the 'viziea'df 

. the:chy/w«s m'12lAhcrilfev^an^l]locktdru^:inldofe€ti{^^ 

1^ our h«ft. 1 tXhtff I oaidy J^rifitliiadB i< 1 v;^'iiEri^iX)tiii£fl^^apf»ea^tl6, 

>.an4 iasiii(»iihil:xqi»airiedAn«itMii> dcnvsiftiiocibot hn^^'i 'M it&i- 
hutdd.<tkiatdi£aoyety Mi'tisi'. las ftubrttcdadie^'in' l^ft>'who*!^^e 
111 ((h« ^rpitr.' ;My cdi&pkmans poftedthcnnielves 'Oti'^the fts^p- 
he^d* 'jCP'l«am,:»i£ i^dCblei) nnrkajf: Ji^aigaif^i^dnMardy'ktid^I tias 

. ]f|HQiAlil^giiiv< a» inwniajVfir(meat;i)]itiche'VbtiSeqtikmi^d^.Arab 
du^liflity, vtdbQntheyi.canirtvdiinhtgftoriiie^.'wil^ itui-'mii^ «f 
th&'ftKQt-'dQor.hmiig'bBAs^A^^id bddy of horfe. * Ottr kbi^fiitii.- 
^f> followed 4flkeniii2itDl<the^o6igii,' aDd,riiMkhi^e.ut)nM>n:c fheW' of 
tteYi)Tf,(^(\f:fiA n^jtorloadtdur &a4aziAs qiddcly, ia^di4fl|^4ii)» to 
.^^feadttth^liVQt^ ^hidpcMoroqcieQrail-wDiihi beiaifotihttd t^l^'^o- 
m^t.'^ ■ it .4va3 ioUm tifcfe be(fare (we loould gdthiM$o'intd#|)¥^ the 

. meaningof x^ fOxtan Wtwetcnot'if little furpii2;td Mlaft-to 
learQ, t^fit th^ hoDfe atthe doot belongedto the l^sdk of ^^hiite, 
and -were -f^hj; wjjSh .tniun£tibns3tof(cuurryia3s^bb£iicie{thdl: nlafter, 
wfa^badbo^ apptitedo^iobDhatVlng pajftd hN^ittfidti^e, with- 
out paying him the-tifualiconipljnieiiti. > Ak) improbable' as this 
ftory appeared, what impoiltion was there which could not have 
been pradifed with.fuctefe^on.-people, who' iwwe utter Grangers 
to the cuftoms and:langiia^;bf the coui|tvy? We %^re well in- 
formed of tlie indepeadenceiof .ithe ? Arab iiUiilis; and their pro- 
peniity to extort money from traveUers ; and though the fending 
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an armed farce into a commercial town was iiicomprehenfible to 
us, yet we did not know but it might eater into the fyftem of their 
politics, where one party was fuperior to another. In order, we 
fuppofe, to terrify us into their meafures, our hoft told us, that 
there was no regular government at prefent in Ghinnah; that 
every man was the prpteftor of his own houfe, which he would 
defend, on our account, againft all invaders. From one of our 
windows, which in this country more xtfembles a pigeon-hole 
than any thing eife, we beheld a number of horfemen, who pa- 
raded the ftreet, but did not betray any intentions to proceed to 
violence. On our obferving this matter to our hoft, he pretended 
that it difcovered an inclination to treat with us ; and immediately 
went down to the gate, to make, as he faid, the beft terms for us 
in his power. Thus were we, on a fudden, (hut up in a belea- 
guered place, and either on the point of being put to the fword, or 
being obliged to deliver ourfelves up prifoners of war. The caftle 
wa« befieged in form, and the treacherous governor about to fore* 
go his truft. We remained, during this interval, under arms in 
our apartment, and had ccntinels pofted on the ftairs, to apprize 
us of any danger. After this farce— for a farce it was, though of 
a very ferious nature to us ~ had been kept up for two hours and 
upwards, our hoft at length came up. He told us, that he had fo 
far fucceeded, as to get us excufed from our viiit to Banute, for a 
pecuniary confideration, and that the fum of 1 50 dollars would 
free us from thefe troublefome guefts. From the viziei^s vifit, and 
theftrange condudt of the hoft, we fufpeded there was a coUufion 
between them and the cavalry at the door, and that we had already 
fallen within the gripe of the government of Ghinnah. Under 
this perfuafion we fubmitted with a good grace, to what wejudged 
was unavoidable. We paid down fifty dollars in advance, though 
Aye loudly protefted againft the impofition, which we declared 
would leave us almoft deftitute of money. To moderate our vexa- 
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tion, and to revive the pteafing ideas dfout departure, our hoft 
yery artfully flilfted the fubjeft, and reminded us of putting hin\ 
in cafti for the t)oat, which the Ih'aik and his brother were gone 
in purfuit of* His demand was forty dollars, which we readi- 
ly depofited in his hands, on his folemn declaration, that he re- 
ceived them for the hire of a boat, which fhould be ready for 
our reception at night. 

Xn a Ihort time after our hoft had left us, he returned to advife 
us of the vizier's approach, who followed him into our apart- 
ment, attended by a number of officers of ftate. They came, as 
they informed us,' to ehquire into our bufinefs, and our reafons 
tor tr^velling^through thtir coiuntry. Tho* they had taken us ra- 
ther unawares, we piit the bc'ft face we cotild upon the matter, and 
declared ourfelves travellers, whom ill-fortune, and not our own 
inclinfttions^ had led aiiiong them. On their demanding our pafs, 
wi^ pro4rf<^d the one 'fr6rti[ the vizier of Yambo ; and we thought 
it; fortunate tb^t we could 'fliew ihein letters from Captain Bacon, 
and the fupercar^oes'bf the inow Adventure, to Ibrahim Beg, the 
bey of Cairo, to convince them that our journey was not a fecret 
to the bey. iThe vizier put the pafs into his pocket, and we re- 
markei that hfe eyed' theieftfer^ to the be^ with great attehtion, 
and vyhifpered with apjpai-erit'earneftriefs to fbme of his followers 
before he returned it to us. We gathered the moft flattering pre- . 
fages from this incident i and as he had preferved the utmoft po- 
litenefs and inoderation in this interview, we few the vizier and 
his train depart, in the fuUdft confidence of having found pro- 
tc^^ion in our letters, againft the government, which were fo well 
inclined to have perfecuted us. 

When thefe people were gone, we partook of a repaft whiqh the 
family had provided for us. It was fimple, but well-dreft, and 
confifted of meat and vegetables, both ftewed and roaftcd. We 
l)9d not feen the young ihaik all day, and were »neafy at his ab^ 
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khcc. When he made his appearance^ h^ aflured us that he bad 
been employed in our. fervioe fince we faw. him lafi^ and that he 
only w^ted the raoney> to fecufe the boat which he had engaged 
for us. But tibiis infocm^imi feemed chiefly to be a prelude to 
his own demands, and we difcoveced that he was come, like the 
reft of his countrymen, fojc a prcfent. Though we had promifed 
him a gratuity conditionally, yet as we placed too. much reliance 
on the oath of an Arab,, we hoped to bind him more 0:T(mgty to us, 
by an a£t that favored of confidence, as well as of bounty. We 
therefore prefe nted him with twenty dollars ; and Mr. H^mond 
gave him a (haul to which he had taken a likingf . He appeared 
fo much.ftruck with this genciofjty, tfiat.h^ fwoi:e Tby l^s Pro- 
ject, he would not leave the houfe^ until a boat wa$ provided for 
us. We then Jfent for our . hoi^, with whom we had entrufted the 
bo^t-hirej but underitood from lytxu th^t; he. h^d juft paid it 
away with the reftqf the jponejr to .l|I^| Bfpw^ cayial^ry, yi\io, on 
this f^ompt ps^yment^ had re^quiih^ , their firft. d«pqiand, . TW 
this ftory was rather vraivge, it ^arr^^j^o^^aiurpiciQus air on. the 
face of it. We faved fixty dollars b^ .the manoeuvre, and readilf 
proffered to advance the bo^tt-hire f^n^Yf, .. ^ r^ys^ pr no^uiahj ac- 
companied the hoft, wbp, aft^i: fonp,? [a|te^Q^ti.q!,iiu J*?r^^ V> Uf MS 
have a large, cornxnodious bqet, tQ.csifn^^td^QmptiQf^yTkyt 
dollars. As the price was <onfiderabIy increafed, y^t affected to 
run fhort of caib, in hopes tp imprefs theinwith a notion of pur 
being too poor tp be worth detaining, Accordingly we pnxluced 
feveral Indian co^fisi^.bpth^^gpld and f4v^r> which we defired 
might be wdghed, to. make up the iiim. Though we let them un* 
derftand that thefe were pocket-peices^ which we had preferved 
throu^ curiofityj; I fear this expedient was, the means of awak«> 
ening the avarice of thefe rpbbec^, and teaching them to cxpod: a 
hoard of this treafure. ; On receiving the amount, with five dol- 
lars befides^ to provide bread and two or three jfheep for the 
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voyage, the ihmk^ oitr hoft^* and ihe nokidafa>vfvi^ir:m tronjitiic-- 

tion to/tfae kni&ediate pei^formianc&i o^ tlfe limty:: . finti they think, 

as the poet !%& of losirers^'thdt '^j6m:3augWdt,:^^ 

and they can fwalk}# the. moft£t^ 

intentioti to keq> tbenu Ackl this weixMthd.:more ftroogly vm-- 

andi difjw&ft ovirfeiyissclhrdar raKto^.^uMcmrD'clbckriii^a:'^ 
pointed hour^ and wc v^ed; fpt h wkljf/raiLthe^iaipatiencewOf a . 
bridegroQOtk^ wbof lix)ks:iioif«vard^to:(the. wbich U to 

.o]own hfflsfbndeflt Wiflttsc ^fidtroitrwatchffi'jannoutideddthe^hour, 
ao^iciD jftrabft ajbpdlcedd dy^^abosveverpaccoimto^^ 
dday ) .cigcciaByoas tli e y a M TOs hroft find It.diffictilt to afcertain 
tune; in a poiimry)rffhenE&oioffiftarai{li jvatchesiareunknowiu Ten 
o'clock xatne^^and krdnghlmbrinteUigfiDOeitif them. .Omriiiipence 
innw^faegfliil tnohe coitiai^ainl) ere icdtjAMiil Batfiar doTirn* Aairs, 
ia fcnqoiire yrhnl wadinfome df v^ cho&laiid** hs«/ Q3iftptnione. He 
txtxjffu^ "Vfiibj^^ than their 

hdng'itill abhaiad; : itasiiiti|B>ffihk.to give ihe reader an idea of 
our likaaiioni dttxiilgtlthifiniiteBmk :We^ mdre :aflemhied on a ter- 
4nee^hatiJ9hBtopen(Sfereke ativ^an^jhnd^na other light? than what 
ther Aah'taflbode^ oThsBvradtk iiEtecpietation wae piit^ upon 
their abfenqc^ 'hjzi inmerc^l oiif^ecHiq^any, Ibrahim began to de- 
ipair;.amt;Abdtd J^uHac hina£t^^ not account for the con- 

duftaf.hktpDNintFymdiiJ ^'iiinid'jout.vilh fruitlefs expe£):ation> 
weffaretcfaedoini^lvesittpbnrjotirica^ end endeavored to com* 
pole ouriebies to rdij; ild thermidft rof . oar difordered flumbers, 
we were Suddenly alarmed> abont. midnight, by a noiie at the out- 
ward gate of the honk. ' . We hemd the door open, and the found 
of a man's feet haftily afcend theibdrs. Hope hung upon his 
fteps s and when we behekl tmr rboft enter with a light in his hand, 
we called out^ as if with one voice, that we were ready to attend 
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iiim^^ J^gs y^i who' idtsre eferiexpeyiisncedtiie faliaxy of ap|^ear« 
dnoes VOL * makers; msit^ i tb tbe: fiiBai;t*«i^gi£dge^«Bf .our ;tnimic^ 
wheni we;fouAd, tthalf^ inflrai^ bf a^bdtt ^mn^ ifi^ i^ine^toicarir^ 
us away/ the vizier and >h» train werribeicr?^ i ' The late hour, 
our recent difappointm^nti and th^v furpme wbidi this news 
threw us into^ operated together to render us very un6t to re- 
ceive thefe unff^kofawi \BfiliaiitG^/ji riBut({w&hadanDt£yen tim£ to 
enquire into the meahftig Itrfrtdixst intmiioii^'when^ ths.viaki^en^- 
tered. ' He ^ was; atctoijianied bf dU tthw oifiiters who ^ were with 
him iti due mofning; hot hii r0tisrae<rJM^ ndw eohiFged by a 
ttiimberx)if fbldiersy^achdfwhwii^bdre a<tttbcfo iii.bis^hand. Th^ 
ieatedi t^emfdMSy wiihQut / wwdng^lib bt) aflaqd^. od>:the jcarpets 
which we bad iifim^fr5n£;ilanlr'^aBMtg^fi^ idse 

^zier defired him lto^teU ^usi fthaklke Was.fttme^to leiry a ndutyon 
thegoodsifodjew^iidiatwi^^hisd^^ he:ai;id4ltetc»ancil 

of fiate had fmned iiiieftAutfoiilnr demand ^ no niaxt l^aci4)aoD 
doUairri andiiiwidrbfitfdSbtb^ily^inQdc^^ 
(end U9 tb thc^r mafbs(i^;cth^^hhHo4Uikj^ab{.:9dh0j^ on the 
frontiems of his<doi)dnioos, to'adiiinQ^rfbn oair refu£d..i The 9x01^ 
Intancyof thi'demand^nad^/'us inat^itdfiidiilgiitutanneff^ and. as 
to our takingi ianotiieD^dinxii^fr^poi]^ ^^ 
betterto :d» faereptfattsiit<r^di ^Ifinnifi^ tbcfali^ne^^ef didi/Vi^^ 
bian tnethod a£ travelling. '. ^^told^tlibupOMit hvggpigcjldf csady 
for their infpedion^ and ithe^ ihtghtifoobi^ffltfafy-'themfe^^ of 
0ur poverty » Whtithisc ttmu ooiifident behavioc . impviffcAr them 
with an idea^Gcca-^fiiscerityi^tdarithati^^ 
for execution/ WES ;6a9iflmtiprdhDmiQd| biit tht vkier:dcclined the 
fearch« He however politely infinuated^ that a ihaui or two^ould 
be very acceptable to htm. I had two. fine ones belonging to my 
Turkish drefs, which:hadftoodme in ioq dollars.. Thefe I pro:- 
duced without hefitation, tbo' I declared truly they were all I had, 
when I prdl^nted them to the vizier. On receiving them, the mi<- 
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jiifter begged us to b^ eafy^ »a he now confidered us to be under 
his proteftion, and would give us a pafe in the morning, for our 
fefety down the river, WJhwn vhe; , Jjad t^en his leare, we re- 
proached our hoft for the failure of his word. But he fliifted the 
blame from, himfelf to the vizier, who, he adiired us, had put a 
ftop to ow voyage for tjiis night.. He repeated his former affer- 
tions, that'thebaat was reji^fojf«u]r reception. In (hort, he 
drew, fo flattering « pi^ure^of the viaier's Mod intentions towards 
US, and eXpreffed fuch.azeal for our fervice, that he obtained his 
ends .of getting a ftwul hjiwfclf fro^i Majoi^ Alexander, and of 
lulling \k9 om^ nfio^ ^ into a tranfientf lepurity . 


\ ,- • ' 
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The tbdrning.cainQy only to fupfiifh us with frefh ipftances of 
the perfidy, ioi'tfaef^ p«©ple.) fjnfte^ of. the .vizier's pgfe, or any 
ligns of blir idcparturey j^e; iwWJteft tapyr own reflexions, and 
we few nothing of the youagjfhaik, of our hoft, or of his brother. 
Nay, to fuofa a pitch was theli; negle3; earned, that at noon we 
fdund there wsls .no, ^nnei^ provided for {o/^ ^i the houfe. In this 
embatrraffiT^qn t^e fcnli out Abdjy^l Rm^^ to . pi^rclaafe us ifome pro* 
vlfion ; atid ^. jv^eiundoirA^Qd the. city abounded with Chriftiaa 
. merdhants, we diiied:ed'him to -apply to ^hem for their, opinion of 
. oixt detention, and for tkeir aduic^ ^d. aiiiftance on this alarni* 
ing occafion* Too ftri^ a watch: w^s.kepit .upon the. motipns of 
Ibrahim, ibo adn:ut of his negotiating. fuch( a Jifiatte^ forys* Jt^ was 
rarely that he was fufibred to ftir out of doors^ under pretence that 
the people of Banute were once more in fearch of us, to ta^ us in 
another prefent ; and when this liberty* was allowed him, he was 
attended by the hoft, oi' fcJme of the family^ We were yet in the 
darki therefore, in refpedt to the form and nature of the govern- 
y ment under whofe extortions we groaned. But we.j^ve the ab- 

fent 


C ^91 3 

' • • • , 

fent prince, whoever he might be» full credit for a principal ihare 

in our fuiferings, * 

In about an hour^s timfe our faithful dom^c retortied^ with 
a couple of fowls and fome greens^ which he ihmiedilitely fet 
about to drefs for us. But, to our great ccmcem^ lie had met with 
no fuccefs in the moire material part of his errand. No admittaatce 
had been given him at the Chriftian houfes, becaufe it was the 
hour of dinner ; an hour facrcd to privacy amemg the Oriental 
nations. While we were waiting for our humble repaft, we were 
not a little furprized at the light of the vizier, who came* to pay 
us a ^t, attended only by his fervants/ w&o remained below. It 
was about two o'clock, and long paft his time of dining. Never- 
thelefs, on our viftuals appearing, h<r ^Cs^ down to a finglc dilh 
with us, and partook with much feeming fatisfa£tion of the fare 
which was put before him. He called for fpiriits, whkh hejocofe* 
ly faid the Chriltians were* the moil chiofcrin^ :jakldt dcank isvfi?al 
coffee-cups of rum. Both during fiftddftet' our ajekl. nThe vizier's 
name is Mahmoud. He is a young; wan of about ^thirty years of 
age, tall and well made, of a pleafm^ afpe£i: and in£buiatii\g ad- 
drefs, lively and entertaining in his «diicourfe/> and void of thQ.r<h 
ferve Which mskrks the generality 6f hik hAtlbnf] itttppawik.UfJ^ 
that he was come incog, wkh an intim ka: unboti bimf^If witjb 
the novelty of European company, and with the tharnis of a li- 
quor which is forbidden by his l^w. - But ftrong as thdfe motives 
might be, we had quickly caufe' to be convinced,, that there w^s 
another mare prevalent in hlsfbofom/v^ich induced) him to ho^ 
nor us with this viitt. He began his attack in complimenting the 
knowledge and fagacity c^ our countrymen, and in pailkig the 
higheft ena>miums on the manufaftures of our country. He 
dwelt in particular on the beauty of the fire-arms, andt by an 
eafy tranfition, e«prefled a deiire to poiiefs a pair of Engjifti pif- 
tols. I had one pair left, very handfomely mounted with iilver, 
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which I immediately prefented him with. Thefe had been feen by 
our treacherous hoft the preceding mornin^^ when we had taken 
up amis to defend the houie, and as I perceived that the vizier had 
got an item of them, I parted with them in the beft manner I 
could. Not fatisfied with this compliance^ he now caft his eye on 
the major's fword. But its mafter had too great a value for an old 
and trufty iervant, to give it op ib eafily. He had already redeem* 
cd it from the hands of a robber, and, perhaps, on that account, 
prized it more than even But the vizier's inclination for the 
fword feemed to increafe, in proportion to the relu6l:ance of the 
owner to refigh it. In fuch a fituation as ours, I could not fee 
the ufe of with*holding any article fitmi a man, who, by his rank 
and authority, might apparently difpofe of us as he pleafed. In 
my experience of theie people, I had never found the good of 
refinance, in caies of this nature ; and cannot take any fhame upon 
myfelf for adviiing condltating and pacific mcafures, in a country 
where a fuccefsful oppofition would prove fatal to us. We had 
arms to defend ouiielves, and I believe (kill to have repelled fupe-- 
rior numbers ; but it muft be allowed, that we (hould dearly have 
abided a recourfe to them. Under this conviction, I endeavored 
to foften the vizier's difappointment, by tendering him a creefe, 
or dagger, in lieu of the fword he wanted. Its handle was agate, 
ihidded with -fmall rubies and emeralds ; and as it belonged to 
my Turkifti drefs, was a very proper prefent to an Arab. This 
creefe, with the piftols,^ coft me feventy dollars at leaft ; but the 
fooner we are divefted of our valuables, the nearer will be the 
hour of our departure. The meaning of this interview was too 
obvious to efcape our notice s and we (hould have been content 
to liave purchafed this minifter's friend(hip at the price of our 
baggage. Though every requeft he made could only be coij- 
ftrued into a demand, he never exceeded the bounds of good-breed- 
ing in this piratical vifit ; and it muft be acknowledged, that there 

never 
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never e^dfted a more polite robber than the vizier of Ghinnah. He 
had the art to ftixft the difcourfe to foraething flattering or amuf- 
ing to us, whenever, we attepipted to, touch on the fubjeft of our 
departure; aad (lotwithftanding we; perceived his drift, he had 
the addrefs to ev^c the queftion, and to lead us from the point 
we, had always in ^dew. In lhor.t>; he laughe^ with, us, .rallied 
witl^W,.anddi"ank wi^ us; and^ ?^y. particular cpmpliment» obli- 
ged m in oiir turns tp fmo^e of his.pSjJie.. ^e longthyittl his vj- 
fit until, eig^t(^'clock in the evening*, *^» during the whole time, 
diJplayed all the (kill an4 f^^^^f^^^^^'Pf f^profeffed, courtier. . We 
wer^^ajjxf^l^tely^ foilc^,in,our sft^gi^j.tf?, fc«nd.thi§. p<^litipan's 
mindjii 
leaftji 

inented our contmement in ^ flr^ya^ nouie. ahtj^cpnipla 

deceitful condufl; of opjT hf>ft^ j^^^^ aSejJ^ed to^jt^kea jiait in our 
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id left us to 
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terer. a^d^fe^xding us a dinner more iiii'^ble to qiu" condition. To 
this he adtjed, tUat he hoped it,,wou]x .ft meal' We 'fliould 

eat ip . GJiinna^i, Jnconclulive as ,i Ls were, we were 

fomewhat aflured by them, aiui.than inciter veiy cordi- 

ally for his good intentions. /^"^',_". ,...,. 

i,^ ,,MpN:P,AYv ;«b-4HGv,sT...-.' -, , . 

What with tlje anxiety of our minds,' Vid the clofenefs of our 
apartment, we pafs our nighty iii a vpry uncomfortable manner. 
The weather is very fultry, aijd the high wails which furround us 
on all fides, fecfn ^f ujated to prevent a free circulation of air. 
But we had more important ^ares to engage our attention. From 
the wreck o^ our fortunes, we were intent to fave a fufHciency to 
C c carry 
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cariy us to Europe, fhould it pleafe God to deliver us from this 
rapacious tribe. I had about lool. left in Venetians and guineas, 
virhich, with a gold watch, and a ruby ring oF fome valued I con- 
cealed in an handkerchief about my waift. My European fervant 
contrived alfo to cany about him fome piftures and trinkets fet 
with jewels, of mine, in his fafh and turban. Mr. Hammond 
and the major made ufe of limilar contrivances, to preferve their 
treafure. But the abundant riches of the latter became a grievous 
burden to him. He had lent the iiipercargo of the Adventure 
looo pagodas, or 400I. refpondentia, to be paid at Suez. At our 
departure from Yambo he had received this fum, and what with 
pagodas and rupees that he had befides, he could not at that time 
be in pofleflion of lefs than loooL in fpecie. A large capital, and 
though fomewhat leffened by our former travels, ftiU coniiderable 
enough to put him to great difficulties in the difpofal of it. An. 
heavy bag of 500 Venetians was fufpended about Ibrahim's waift, 
and afforded us no little trial of the honefty and attachment of this 
Indian. The major's flave-boys were likewife encumbered with, 
gold and filver ; and a prodigious handfome fword, which he had 
hitherto fecreted in his bed, was now, for greater fecurity, hidden 
in a hole under the ftair-cafe. The handle and fcabbard were of 
filver, highly wrought, and doubly gilt. This fword was valued 
at lOol. fterling, and was once the prc^erty of an eaftern priitce.. 
Thefe meafures were adopted, from a fufpicion that our trunks, 
would undergo a fcrutiny to-day, and that nothing but this cere- 
mony having hitherto been omitted,, obftriifted our departure. It 
was our original misfortune to be lumbered with too much bag- 
gage, and it had been better that we had committed every thing ta 
the waves at Cofire, than to have brought any packages but papers, 
with the caravan. Its appearance almoft warranted the exaggera- 
tion of the vulgar; and the approach of theEhglifh travellers, load- 
^ with gold, precious ftones, and merchandize, was every where: 
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publlfhed. As they had no idea of people being led by curiofity 
or vcideB* to vifit their country, it was very natural for them to 
place our journey to the defire of gain, and to confider us in the 
light oi merchants. Inftead of coming here with privacy — as we 
had foolifhly believed on the word of our conductor — it now ap- 
pears, that we were expe6ied with impatience by the principal in- 
habitants ; and that our perfons and our goods had only been 
transferred from one hand to another. To the bleffing of God 
only cajj we Jaow attribute the moderation of the (haik of Colire, 
and our prefervj^tion on the road hither. Our lives and property 
hffd been at the dilpofal of him and his dependants, ai;id we could 
not but (hudder to reflect on the company we had travelled with. 
But to be expofed to pillage in a large ^nd populous town, to 
which merchants of different countries refort, is only to be ex- 
plained by the fbrange ideas they entertain of our baggage, which 
they will not fearch, though we prefs them to do it, and will not 
feize, though inclined to poffefs it. Thus kept in a ftruggle be- 
tween avarice and fear, pur journey is delayed, our apprehenfions 
awakened, and our lives poffibly endangeredi until the conflift 
ihall be decided in the breafts of thefe fpoilers ! 

We have feen nothing of the young fhaik fince he received his 
prefent, nor of our hoft Mahomet, fince he made us the fine pro- 
mifes of a fpcedy departure. Ibrahim watched an opportunity 
this morning to flip out unobferved, and to accompany Abdul 
Ruflar to fome Chriftian houfes. They were diredted to found thefe 
people, refpefting the proteflion they were inclined to aflFord us. 
To know whether they could harbor xis in their houfes, in cafe 
we effected an efcape from our prifon ; or at lead would afiifl in 
procuring us a boat, to accomplifti our flight under cover of the 
night. This negotiation was as fruitlefs as all the others we had 
undertaken. Neither their defires to ferve us, nor the hopes of a 
good reward, were forcible enough to command the interpofition 
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of tkefe ChriftiaftS^ confident as they were that we labored under 
the perfecution of the government. To fill up the meafure rf our 
diflrefi, the very boatmen, whom Ibrahim ipoke to diftantly <m 
the fubjeft, pofitively declined to receive us^ on board without a 
paffport. Once more then muft we give up the flattering prof- 
peft of liberty, and attend with patience the ifiiie of our misfor- 
tunes^ 

It has been remarked by fome philofopher^ that in every trial 
to which humanity is put, how numerous foever the iilufions of 
hope, there is ftill a fucceffion of caufes to revive this adHve prin- 
ciple, and to preferve the mind from the influence of defpair; It 
is a pleafure to me to fubfcribe to a fentiment, which holds out 
fo comfortable a ttrulh to mankind, and which afcribes (b bene* 
volent a property to the divine ordination of events. Various had' 
been the turns of our fortune, but never had we loft: fight of an* 
happy fequel. Even now, when all immediate fuccour is denied 
us, we look forward to a diftant promife. The Indian Fakeer, 
whom we had not feen fince our arrival here, and whofe abfence 
we could only attribute to his having purfued his journey, fol- 
lowed Ibrahim into the houfe, and offered to carry a letter to^ 
Cairo. He informed us of his having been frequently denied ad- 
rhittance to us, and urged us to difpatch him with all poflible 
fpeed, that he might depart unnoticed; The gratitude of this 
poor Indian excited our admiration, and we delayed not a moment 
to take advantage of his unexpefted offer. We penned a fhort* 
but pathetic letter to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo, acquainting him of 
our alarming fituation, and begging his intereft with the bey to 
demand our releafe of this government. We had every reafon to 
believe that our letter from Cofire had not reached Mr. Baldwin, 
but we had a better foundation for the fuccefs of this, as the 
bearer had evinced himfelf our friend, and was in a charafttr 
that would render him unfulpe^d. But to enfure the deliveryof 
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h, as moch as lay in our powcr^ we prcfented the Fakeer with five 
dollars, and on the back of the letter dcfired Mr. Baldwin would 
pay him as much more, as a reward for his fidelity. The Indian 
was very thankful for this kindnefs^ and after concealing the let-- 
ter, in his turban, took leave of us with no little emotion. He 
luckily went out of the honfe unqucftioned by the porter ; and 
we prepared ourfejves to receive the vizier, in a better temper of 
mind than we had been in for fome time paft- 

At two o'clock the minifler came, accompanied only by the 
rafcal Ally. We were glad to find that he was not unmindful 
of his promife ; and indeed he exceeded our expe6tations in the 
fumptuous dinner he had provided for us. It confifted of thirty 
covers, wherein various kinds of fifh, fle(h> and fowl, were ferved 
up to our table. ; We had. not feen fo plentiful a meal for many 
a day, and were not backward in doing honor to it. The vizier 
was particularly attentive in recommending the beft difbes to us^ 
and feemed much pleafed at the appetite with which we ate. He 
relaxed entirely of his ftate, and when theviftuals were removed, 
he and Ally fet in: for ferious drinking. It was .impolfible for us 
to efcape a dramioi* two,' which he forced upon us^ But he would 
take no excufe from Ally, who. being a MufTulman likie^ himfcdf, 
was called upoii.to keep him in countenance* The rum was old, 
and confequently potent, and did not require a .^eat quantity to 
intoxicate the/eboon companions* The. vizier's head however 
was much the ftrpngefi; and while the liquor only rendered him ] 
more talkative, its effed^s upon Ally were mifchievous and^arm-* 
ing. He a^ed a thoufand extravagancies^ and at length pulled 
one of the. vizier's, piilols out of his girdle, and »fired it in the air* . 
In this ftate of frenzy the piftol might as well have been directed 
at one of our breafts;, and we j were very glad^ in a few minutes 
after, to fee him fink upon the floor in a fit of ftupefa<^ion. TJhis 
afforded matter of great triumph to the minift^r, who began to 
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conceive an infinite affedion for vfs, talkod of cari7ing ns home 
to an honfe more eligible for our re<^eption, and in the fuUiefs of 
his hearty offered us horfbs and guards to condu£i us through the 
city. He was very defii'ous to pky a game of che& ^vith me, 
when he underftood I was convcrfant with it^ and we were enter- 
taining hopes of being benefited in fome fhape or other by this 
jparoxyfm o£ kindnefs, when he was fiiddenly overcome by fleep. 
He ftretched himfdf upon the carpet on which he had been fit- 
ting, and all our airy notions of relief vaniflifed witti his waking 
thoughts^ 

He had been upwards of an hour in this fituatioA^ wheii ft 
mcfflenger brought a letter, the delivery of which was too impor- 
tant to be difpenfed with. We therefore ventured to wake the 
miniAer, who I believe was afhamed to be found in filch a man- 
ner. On perufing it, he faid the contents concerned us. That 
the ihaik of Banute had fent two boats to purfae us down the 
Nile, under a fuppofition of our having pnfhed on for Cairo, and 
that they were novv returned to feek us here. He bade us how- 
ever to rely on his protedtion, and to keep oudelves quiet until 
thefe people had left the city, when he would difpatch us v^th 
fafety. He then took his leave, not empty-handed, as during 
the vifit he had wheedled the major out of a fiiaul, which appears 
to be the chief objeft of his defires. We had gained no ground 
in this interview i and held the revival of the Banute ftory, as a 
mere feint to renew our apprehenfions, and to conceal the real 
motives of our detention. 

T U E S D AY, 5th AuGirsT. 

The profpeft begins to grow darker and darker, and our de- 
parture feems to be more diftant than ever. We are utterly neg- 
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"lefted by the family, and, in a manner, forfaken 'fey tfec worHl 
We had fent Abdul Rnflkr to (earth for them in vain, when a- 
bout eleven o*clock he returned with Ally. He was juft rifcn? 
from his bed, and the fumes of the fi^uor were fcarcely evapora- 
ted from his brain, 'We Wet^ebot forry to fee him in a fifuation,* 
Frdm which we had' a ciibtictf of' procuring fome material intelli- 
gence. But he was a tridtof in his dups; and gave the lye to the* 
notion that good liquor will make a rogisJe honcft; ' For my own 
part, 1 had been fo mortified at the depfkvity of human natuic,. 
which, in the (hape of our landlord and his aflbciatcs, had not 
only violated the rights of hofpitality, but repeatecfly broken the- 
moft tremendous oaths which could be taken in the fight of a juft 
God, that I was tempted at times to difown my alliance to fuch. 
a race. Opprefled by oat part of it, and unaffifted by another^ 
whofe religion fhould have enforced their compaffion towards us^ 
it is not furprifeing that we beheld them: with an eye of abhor- 
rence and diftruft. We had experienced that there was no fafety 
among them, and to the int«pofition of the divine Power alonCr 
xould we look for our deliverance. But the fimplicity of Ibra- 
him led him to renew a confidence^ do oftea mifplaced* He gave 
more credit to the word of a Mufiiilmaoi, and was the laft to fee 
into their falfehood^ He took great pains to worm out of Ally 
the iecret intentions of his brother. Repeatedly did he demand 
what they fought for from us, and as oftea did he proffer in our 
name to leave our baggage to them, provided they would convey 
us and our papers to a boat.. Shame frequently appeared ia 
Ally's face during this interrogation 5 and it was not wkhout 
the hefitation attached to a guilty confcience, that he acknow- 
ledged they wanted more valuables. On this the major produced 
a filver mug, which he promifed to deliver to the brothers at the 
river-fide. But Ally would not be fatisfied without a diamond- 
ring, which he had feen oathe major's finger at Cofire. This> 
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was a ring of no inconfiderablc value^ and had been imprudently 
expofed by the major/ at a moment, indeed, when he did not fuf- 
peft the mifchief which was hatching agdnft us. It would have 
been impoffible, perhaps, to haye waved this demand, if the ma- 
jor had not lucidly been in pollefiion of a pafte ring of nearly the 
fame fize, which he impofed upon Ally for the diamond one. 
This ring and the filver mug were to be his, when he performed 
his engs^einent of putting us into a boat. The fight of them 
feemed to rouze the fellow, and to animate his zeal in our behalf^ 
He left us on the inftant, with a defign to feek his brother, 
and to fee what could be done for us. As an earneft of his good 
intentions^ he left word with Abdul Rufifar below, that he would 
provide a dinner for us, which we were likely to have gone with- 
out before. . We faw nothing of him however until two o'clock, 
when he brought us a very fcanty and indifferent dilh of fifh 
ftewed in oil. We could not help murmuring at our condition, 
and the rafcal apologized, as wdil as he could, for the badnefs of 
the vi6hials. We were now left to ourfdves for the reft of the day, 
tofolve if pofSble the intentions of our enemies, and to deliberate 
in vain on the befl: ine^ures to guard againft their malignity. 

In the evening. Ally brought his brother to us, whom we had 
not obtained a fight of for the three laft days, though fuppofed 
to be under the fame roof with us. Nature had been very juft to 
this man, as the villainy of his difpofition was written in legible 
charaiSlers in his countenance. He was- in a manner dragged up 
to our apartment, and his prefent appearance would not have 
difcredited a king's evidence at the Old-Bailey. He hung his 
head» though pofiefTed of an infinite ftock of aifiirance, and the 
frivolous rcafons which he aflSgned for his abfence, were the 
plaineft proofs of his guilt. He now joined with Ally in feem- 
ing eameft for our departure, and which he aflfured us nothing 
delayed but the fearch of our baggage. This ceremony he under- 
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ftaod, was to be performed in the mornings and he fully dirco-- 
vered his principles^ by defiring us to fuffer him and Ally to in^ 
fpeft our baggage before the vizier came to do it. There was a 
time when this propofal would have been treated with the con- 
tempt it deferved ; but our immediate dependence on thefe fel- 
lows, obliged us to liften to it with complacency. We were 
aware of their knavifh defigns, but we confidered our effefts as 
the clog which impeded our courfe ; and a livelier piflure cannot 
be exhibited of our fituation, than the readinefs with which we 
accelerated the hour, which might leave us deftitute of the com- 
mon neceflaries of life. Our operations were now confined to the 
obtaining of our enlargement. We thought only of refuming 
our journey. The means of accomplifhing fo arduous an under- 
taking, were entirely left to the direftion of chance, 

WEDNESDAY, 6th August. 

This is the fixth day of our arrival at Ghinnah, and we are as 
perfeft ftrangers to the place as the hour we came here. Our 
view is limited to the ftreet in which we live, and which we peep 
into from our windows, that are very fmall and very high. Here 
our faces engage the attention of paflengers, many of whom are 
brought by curiofity to view us : the detention and ill ufage of 

European travellers having made no little noife about the city. 

» 

But compaiSon is the only medicine they can afford us. Al- 
though our cafe is known, vm have little chance of relief under 
fo precarious a government, where the ruling maxim feems to be, 
that the weaker fide muft go to the wall. 

It is our fortune once more to excite the pity of the fairer part 
of the creation, and to find tendemefs and humanity among the 
members of an Arab tribe. Exactly oppofite to our prifon is the 
haram of a man of fome confequence, if we can judge of him 
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from the number of his Women. It was but ttvo days ag6 that 
"we difcovered w6 were the bbje^s of th6fe females' regard ; who, 
'wheh the fun goes do\vn, Com6 tripping by pairs to the front of 
their terrace, and, by figns arid falutatiofts, enquire irito our wel- 
fare, and lament their indbility to relieve our diftreffes. Some of 
thefe women arie beautiful, and all well made j and they make no 
fcrtiple to appear before us urivaited, at no greater diftarice than 
the breadth of a narrow ftreetu It would be an eafy matter for 
us to difcourfe together, with the help of our interpreter, were we 
hot afraid, in our critical fituation, of incurring fufpicion and 
danger. We find fatisfaftion, however, in this dumb intercourfe. 
Unavailing as their fympathy hiuft prove, our vanity is not the 
lefs flattered by it. We have retorted upon our oppreffors with- 
out defign, arid triumph over them in the tendereft point ! 

Before we had breakfafted, our hoft and his brother vifited us, 
to make the propofed fearch. We readily opened our trunks to 
them, and they were not a little furprifed to find nothing but 
linen and cloaths, where they expefted at leaft to light upon 
piece-goods, jewels, and money. They took, however, two hand- 
ibme china bowls, a box of cut Trichinopoly ftones, half a dozen 
flieets, and a Turkifti habit from the niajor; and from me a 
Turkifti coat only. Mr. Hammond's trunks efcaped their 
hands. We were much aftonifhed at this moderation, but fup- 
Jpofe an apprehenfion of the vizier's catching them in the fafl:, 
bccafioned their hafly retreat. As they were going away. Ally 
ft^d until his brother was out oMlearing, and then afked the 
major in a whifper, to let him fecrete the filver mug which was 
promifed him in the boat. It unluckily ftood on the window- 
feat with the remains of the major's breakfaft, and without wait- 
ing for an anfwer^ Ally took it up, and marched with it down 
ftairs. 

We had fcarcely got rid of thefe plumdeiti-s, when Ae vizier 

and 
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and his tHUQL Blade their appearance. They were very f igi4 ifi 
their fcnitiny^ uatil they came to a box belongmg to fne> which 
contained a packet and letters of confequence. The manner in 
which this box was fecured, with nails and wax-cloth, gave thenji 
hopes of being well rewarded for their trouble. But when the 
lid was taken off, and the contents were difplayed, never was fud^ 
furprife feen, as was betrayed in the couiitenances of the vizier 
and his adherents. They feemed to awakei^ as from a dream, 
and after conferring together with evident marks of difappoint^ 
ment, they precipitately retired, notwithftanding our remon- 
/trances, that they would finifli the examination, and permit o^ 
to depart, though at the expence of our baggage. 

We had fent Abdul Ruflar abroad to procure intelligence, and 
he returned with the news, that a boat was on the point of fet- 
ting out for Cairo. He had founded the nokidah, to know 
what he would do in our behalf; who, in defiance of bribery, 
would only venture to convey a letter for us to that city. As 
nothing could be effefled towards our efcape, we were content to 
addrefs another letter to Mr. Baldwin, relating the new troubles 
we had met with, and the neceffity of his immediate afliftance, to 
deliver us from the perils which environed us. This letter 
Abdul Ruflar carried with great fecrecy to the nokidah, who, 
in confideration of a prefent, undertook to deliver it to Mr« 
Baldwin. 

In the afternoon tlxe vizier repeated his vifit, under pretence of 
taking down our names, and making out the pafs for our de- 
parture. The conduft of this man towards us had been truly 
iingular. He had courted us for his own views, and he had de- 
ceived us without any apparent motive. He had taken indeed 
many things from us in a polite way, but when he had an op- 
portunity of fatisfying his avarice with the choice of our move- 
ables, he flirunk back* as if afhamed or afraid to perfevere in his 
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ihtentSons. This p^pably fhews that there is a ruling iauthorlty 
to ^hich he is" accountable, and to which we arft indebted for our 
feciirity to this hour. He pofitively told us that We fliould go at 
night, and our hoft as pofitively promifed us hii camds, to 
tranfport us and our baggage to the river-fide. At fix o"clock 
our hoft came, but it was only to 5rtf6rm us, that the young 
ftiaik had tan dwaytb^Coftfe' with the boat-iiioney. We cowld 
not at firft think fo ill of bur condu^r,^ btit our hoft affured us, 
that we had feen our laft of him. More money was now de- 
manded for the hire of a boat, but we hid fo long perfiftcd in the 
ftory of bill' money "beihgalf ej^pended, that we could not have 
produced any, without tonfii^ming thelr^ opinion of Our wealth. 
This fellow, however, had the addrefs to obtaih the fword from 
the major, which had been refufed to the vizier, and had been re- 
deemed, with fuch trouble, from thb clutches of the foldier. This 
fword he now demanded upoti the footing of a former promife ; 
and the major thought proper to gratify his wi(hes. He has been 
a material fufferer during the tranfadtions of this day. 

t 

, s. 

T H U R 3 DA Y, 7th August. 

We were at breakfaft upon ripe figs and bread, for which we 
were indebted to the attention of Abdul Ruflar, who is our ca- 
terer at fuch times as our hoft neglefts us, when two of the vizier's 
people entered the room, accompanied by our hoft and his father. 
The laft is an old man, and not only privy to the iniquitous con- 
duft of his fons, but a tormenting folicitor himfelf for any thing 
that comes within his view. The trite tale of the Banute cavalry 
being returned for money, was once more attempted to be im- 
pofed upon us ; but we had learned to parry the attack, by de- 
firing them to convey our baggage to the horfemen, who were 
welcome to difpofe of it as they thought fit. This liberal offer 

did 
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did- not fiiit their defigns. It >ya$ Hie ; i^ie which theyjiQokQci 
for, and it &qxied as if ihvf begao, t9 fufpf^ .^^.^>? di4 ^?^ K*^^ 
it amonj; our baggage. From jcooa dollars, whiqh,thef«:.mock 
agents at firft demanded, they fell at. once to ioo> then to .80^ ^o, 
40, and at length to eo dollars 1 The viTder's adherents foon re-> 
tired^ when they found thomfelves treated in fo. cavalier a manner, 
and left us to difgufs.thc matter with ^f ahomet . Tbis is the 
Cerberus whom we^ are tq gain pver« .if tho<Joor ^to our efcape is 
to be opened to us. Wc have tempted him. with many a fop, but 
his price is yet to be reached^, ;if it be in his power to permit of 
our departure. We condeicended to alTure him« that we had not; 
the money to fatisfy this demand^ hut that, to oblige him, wc would 
give up our filver fpoons, which wc ufed at our table, and which 
were equal to the value of twenty dollars. He appeared to liflen 
with great attention to this propofal^ bat fuddenly recolle£):ing 
himfelf, he paufed for a moment, z^nd tojd us, th^t without a let- 
ter from us, fpecifying that he had received no money from us, 
he could concern himfelf no further, about our affairs. The 
effrontery of this Arab exceeded, if pofHble, his depravity. He 
talked as if his endeavors had been exerted for our good ; and 
held the language of friendfhip amid the daily pra6tice of injuf* 
tice. We were, therefore, not a little rejoiced to find, that our hoft 
did not quietly enjoy the fruits of his villainy. On inquiring 
into the neceflity of giving him fuch a letter, we learned that the 
town's people threatened to pillage his houfe, and to (hare with 
him the looo Venetians which he was reported to have obtained 
from us. A declaration under our hands of its falfity, would 
ftifle the report, and preferve his property from being left to 
the mercy of an enraged populace. We had been fo little ac- 
cuftomed to truth in this country, that we were become fceptics 
in every thing, which did not immediately fall under our own oh- 
fervation. This fellow, however, had evidently fome reafoh 

for 
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for his fears, and> in order to difcover their origin, we dif- 
miffed him v^th a promife of fumifhing him with the paper 
he wanted. 

Ibrahim informed us, that he had been frequently preffed by 
Ally, to go abroad with him at unfeafonaHe hours. This beha- 
vior awakened our fulpicions, that fome foul play was intended 
to this faithful doroeftic ; and we accordingly cautioned him not 
to truft himfelf in Ally's company. But by a ftrange infatua- 
tion, he neglefted this admonition ; and by venturing out of 
doors, when we had laid down to take our afternoon-nap, fell 
into the net which was fpread for him, and very nearly involved us 
in the danger we were moftly to apprehend. He returned about 
five o'clock in a ftate of intoxication, and could hardly find words 
to explain the caufe of it, when he became quite befide himfelf. 
We gathered, neverthelefs, from him, that Ally had met and in- 
veigled him into a cofFee-houfe, under pretence of treating him 
with a difh of coffee. That he had tafted fomething particular 
in the coffee, and would not be prevailed upon to ftay, wh«i he 
found his head begin to grow giddy. That villain Ally had 
doubtlefs introduced an opiate into the cup ; and whatever his 
view was, it was baffled by the refolution of Ibrahim, who forced 
his way home in that condition, and difplayed a conduft we did 
not give him credit for before to-day. The major's bag of Vene- 
tians was ftill about him ; but it was impoflible for us to know 
what intelligence might not have been drawn from him in fuch a 
fituation. He was by no means addifted to liquor; and though 
he would not refufe his dram when on board the Adventure, he 
had fo long abftained from fpirits, that we were convinced he had 
not been aflifting to his own intoxication. We had the greateft 
confidence in his honefty and attachment, but we dreaded the 
difcoveries which he unknowingly might have made. We were 
anxious to fuppofe that no harm had yet been done, and hurried 

him 
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hiiil to bed in an inner apartment^ where we wrftched him fike a 
child, that he might not get down (lairs, or hcAd any converfa- 
tion with Mahomet or Ally, until he was fobered again. Thefe 
blood^hounds followed the fcent which the latter had hit off, and 
came up repeatedly, under pretence of talking to Ibrahim about 
our departure. But we were aware of their intentions^ and hin- 
dered their waking or getting any accefs to him. It would not 
have been fo eafy for us to have prevented the intrulion of the vi- 
zier, and we trembled for his appearance at this moment. I can 
declare for myfelf, that I have not experienced the poignancy of 
diftrefs until this accident ; by which we find ourfelves brought 
to the brink of deftrudlion, through the fimplicity of one of our 
own attendants. The morning, we hope, will reft ore him to a 
fenfe of his folty^ and di(pel the cloud which thickens around us^ 


F R I D A Y^ 8th August. 

The occurrences of this day have been fo crouded, fo ftrangc^ 
and fo afFefting to humanity, that the reader will doubtlefs offer 
a plea to himfelf for thie irregularity of a narrative, which was 
taken down late at nighty and while our fates were ftill in all the 
horrors of uncertainty. The defire of being held in the memory 
of mankind^ even awaits us to the mouth of the grave ; and how- 
ever hideous the danger^ a liberal mind cannot bear the idea of 
going out of the world by an obfcure and unknown track, while 
there is a chance of tranfmitdng its fufferings, its fortitude^ and 
its refignation, to the regard of pofterity. And ihould it pleafe 
God to permit this journal of our diftreffes,. to furvive the general 
wreck which threatens our lives and property, it may have the 
merit of difclofing to others, the perils which attend the traveller 
through this favage clime ; and to warn him by our examples^ of 
the little credit he flxould repofe in the fanftity, the hofpitality of 
z the 
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the Arabs j for which virtues they have been falfely celebrated by 
uninformed hiftorians ! 

The morning had pafled as ufual^ in fufpence and diftruft of 
thefe people's intentions^ nor did any thing occur to fweeten our 
daily potion^ but the repentance of Ibrahim, and the behavior of 
the poor women whom I before mentioned to have taken notice 
of us. Immured in a fimilar confinement, they felt for our fitu- 
ation, and partook of our troubles. The tale of our difaflers had 
certainly reached their ears, as they enquired by figns whether wc 
had cloaths left, or yidiuals to eat. A6luated by our melancholy 
geftures to fuggeft the worft, thefe tender-hearted creatures 
brought fruit and fugar-cane^, all they could probably lay their 
hands upon, and threw them by Health acrofs the flreet to our 
terrace. This humane talk they were employed in for half an 
hour and more, when they difappeared, on our advertifing them 
of the arrival of vifitors . 

The alarm was falfe, for it was only Abdul RuITar, who was 
returned from reconnoitring the motions of the enemy. In his 
walk he had been encountered by fome Chriftian merchants, who 
now recommended to us, to get a letter privately written to the 
Shaik Ul Arab, complaining of the ufage we had met with, and 
imploring his protedlion. They not only advifed this expedient, 
but promifed to forward the letter for us, in the fuccefs of 
which they implicitly confided. We could not do better, we 
thought, than follow the opinion of thofe of our own perfuafion ; 
and we had aflually difpatched our agents to them upon this 
errand, when the fcheme was unknowingly overfet by the ma- 
jor. We had all along confidered ourfelves as clofe prifoners i 
and the major refolved to make an effort to get into the ftreet, 
to be certified of the worft of our fituation. He found the 
door locked, and knocking to get it opened by the porter who 
cpnftantly attended without, the family were alarmed, and came 

in 


[ 209 ] 

• • • ' 

in nuitibers to pr^ent his forcing this pailage. A ftruggle en- 
fued; which the major thought prudent to dcfift f¥om, and re- 
turned up ftairs with our fenrants, who Were detained at home 
by this untoward accident. 

While we were confulting on fbme remedy for this difappoint- 
ment, a body of people came up to our apartment, ufhered by our 
hoft. The principals were an old fat man, and one dreffed in a 
fcarlet robe, who told us that he was the hakeem or governor of 
the town, and had been xrommanded by the Shaik Ul Arab, his 
mafter, to take us under his protection ^ to enquire into the par- 
ticulars of the injuries which we had fuftained ; and to tranfmit 
a faithful account of us to the fhaik, who would fee juftice done 
to us, let whofoever be the aggreffor. Our fpirits had long been 
in want of a cordial to revive them, and this fpeech operated very 
powerfully upon them. The appearance of thefe officers, and the 
authority which they took upon them, gave credit to theii- words. 
We confidered ourfelves as diftinguiflied by the compaflion of the 
fhdk, though we could not difcover by what providential acci- 
dent the tale of our difafters had come to his knowledge. But 
elated as we were by this fudden change in our affairs, and con- 
fon&nt as the hakeem's offer was to our hopes of revenge, we were 
too well aware of the unftable ftate of an Arabian government, 
to be led aftray by a falfe emblem of power. The event proved 
that we did not judge much amifs ; and that it is dangerous to 
make enemies in a body, where we are not affured of friends. 

Before the afTembly had well feated themfelves, the vizier arri- 
ved, and took his place among them. He betrayed a downcaft 
and irrefolute countenance, and I obferved him to look often at 
us, to guefs I fuppofe at our intentions. I endeavored to clear 
his doubts with a fmile. In reply to the hakeem, we declared oui; 
fcruples to prefer complaints, ftrangers as we were to the coun,- 
try, and unaflured of protection. On this we were urged by 
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moft -prefeat to a plaia recital of fa^Ss^ wlikh tfeey (^ Was bwt 
due to the honor of their i5i.2ifter„ who& chara6ter W9«ld foffer 
by the mal- treatment of ftrangersj who were fuffered to leave his 
dominicms without redrefs. Ibrahim on this advifed us to give a 
general ftatement of our lofles^ without fpecifyu>g the iwnes of 
our oppreflbrs ; which would irritate no one, and ftiU obtain ns 
the proteflion of the government. Had this counfcl been follow- 
ed, it might have turned out better ; though it is irapoiEblc for 
human judgment to determine it. The examination began ua^ 
der this reilri£lion» and Ibrahim expreded fundry fums qf money 
and articles of value we had been deprived of, by the arts and me- 
naces of perfons unknown. The vizier fate in the circle like a 
private man» and liftened in fUence to the account of the robbe^ 
ries ;. in which he feemed fsytisfied not to be declared an accom- 
plice. But the zeal of Abdul Ruilar quickly altered this peace- 
able (bene. I had obferved lum fitting ia a corner^ with in* 
dignant looks and reftlefs pofhires^ when, unable ta bear with 
the villainy of his countrymen any longer^ he ftarted up^ and 
pqinting to his own neck as a pledge for our (afety,. he wen^ 
up to the hakeem, and pronounced aloud, that our doubts of 
protefbion prevented the truth from appearing in its proper 
colors. That^ to his knowledge, our hoft Mahomet had for- 
ced money and efFe£ls from us; and that the vizier himfelf 
had defrauded us of fhauls and other tlungs to a caniiderable 
amount. But the integrity and courage of this poor fellow 
met with a very unworthy recompence. He had built more 
than ourfelves upon the regal authority, which could not, in 
the peribns of the fhaik's officers, fhield him from danger and 
difgrace. The vizier rofe abruptly from his feat, and half 
drawing his fabre„ would have flopped his countryman in hi» 
tale, had he not been luckily prevented by thofe near him^ 
The afiembly broke up in confufion^ and we could not but 
9 be 
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he alan^ed far our owq fafety at fuch 9 mament Nq foonet 
was Abdul HuiTar delivered from one ^etny^ than he encounter^ 
ed others more bitter in the hoft and his fatnilyj who fell furi*# 
oufly^ on him in the prefence of the hakeem^ and it w$s with 
much di^culty that we reftued him from their hands^ at the ex- 
pence of fbme heavy blows, BQt tl|e l^ene ^d not gdnolude heret 
To make good our boil's afTertion^ that eveiy one is abfi)lut6 iil 
his own houfe, he turned the vizi^^ hakeem, and all thb fhvk'a 
officers out of doors, and told them deridiiigfy* to go ^d cOp&At 
elfewhere. Our faithful domeftic wptild fain have foilp^vlsd tl^mii 
but he was prevei>ted 1 which fo intimidated himf that dr«idiilg 
the refentment of the family, he came unobferved to oiur terrace^ 
and dropped himfdf thirty feet at leaft, frotp a perpencKcular 
heights into the ftreet. I^e efcaped j but not, we apprehend, with^ 
out fome fprain or contiifion, from fiy defperate a leap^ * j 

This tui^ult h^d fcar<:ely fobfidoi, -^hen one x^ a foore Ssabai 
and infplting nature eqiued* Appr^heniive of a cK^rovei^, aiad 
perhaps weary of carrying ab^at foch K load, Ibrahim had depofi-# 
ted the bag of venetijins which he was charged with, in the cor4 
ner of a dark rooqA which held fire-wopd. Th^ iQaj^r wm appri^f 
zed of this ftep, and tmght very well be fiitisfiei <^ th^ fecurity of 
his trea£are. But the prying difpofitioa of fhe feinily fttmouatf^ 
ed our precaution. Ibrahim h»l been met coni|i% Gfat of this 
room by Ally, before the arrival of thf hal^erai and hb comt 
pany, Sufpicion is ever on ''the watch^ and give$ a* motive to 
every action that falls under its obieiTation. The kte difpute,^ 
in which he had borne fi> ad^ive a part, had not driven it 
from this fellow's mind 1 who> when all was quiet 9gain', Aole 
up ioftiy to the room which had exdfied his cuiio^. {bra"^ 
h^ by gjood foitune fsm hkn ^ter k, 904 cry^g Iwidl/ in aC*. 
fiftance, ran towards tk^ place which goaqp^^^d the money. 
He was hieard and /oUpvired ky the major aiyl my j&srqfraa 
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fervant^ who found hini at the room-door ftrugglmg for the bag^ 
which Ally had fecured, and would have retreated with. Numw 
bers however prevailed^ and the bag was prefently redeemed from 
die rafcars gripe^ who retired, muttering vengeance againfl us. 

We hiad ibon reafon to lament this unfortunate difcovery. 
It awakened a new fpirit of avarice in our hoft, and confirmed 
him in his exaggerated ideas of our wealth. He came up ftairs, 
attended by the informer Ally and his fervants, armed with fwords 
and fyes^f to demand the contefted treafure. We had exped:ed 
this, and in the interval, the major had time to change the bag 
pf venetiains for (Hie of rupees, which was not a twentieth part its 
value. The gold was again committed to Ibrahim's waift, and 
the filver was carclefsly thrown into one of the trunks. The de- 
ception fucceeded ; and, after fome altercation, the bag was pro^ 
duced from the trunk, and impofed upon Ally for thi one that 
he had feized upon. The bulk was nearly the 'fame, though no- 
thing but the confuiion he was in, can account for his not 
diftinguifhiiig the difference between the weight of the gold and 
filver. Though this adlion was nothing lefs than a robbery^ 
thefe Arabs were willing to give it a more favorable term, and 
laid, that they took it on condition of providing us with a boat^ 
and accelerating our departure. There was fom^hing too grofs 
in this behavior to- amufe usi with expeAation ; but we were as 
ready bib themfelves to fave appearances, and to conceal our mor- 
tification at being fubjefled to (ueh violence. Some of our com-, 
pany had propofed manual refiftance ; and a muflcet was adlually 
taken up on the occafion, which was laid down upon a convic* 
ticm of the fcdly of oppofition, where our lives were not concerned, 
ki a country fo inimical to Chriftians, and fo fevere in its decrees 
againft thofe, who^ however jufiiy, have dipped their hands in 
the blood of a Mahometan. We adopted a middle courfe, and 
ib far maintained oUr dignity, as to infift upon the hoft's di£- 
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Biifling his fervants before .we would treat with him. This he 
eafily complied with, and received the bag containing eighty- 
(even rupees, with many affurances of fidelity, and promifes ta 
efie£t our deliverance from this city. 

? Our hoft jullified the opinion we entertained of him. So far 

from keeping his word, and endeavoring to ferve us, in return 

for the money he had extorted, he only, left us, to contrive fome. 

method to make fure of our remaining treafure. In lefs than 

half an hour he returned, accompanied by* two villains, who 

called themfelves the fervants of the Shaik Ul Arab, and who 

produced a paper, which they termed his order to fearch our 

baggage. Though we could not but doubt the authenticity of 

this paper, we were far from oppofing a meafure which we had 

fo often folicited ; and which we hoped would deliver us from 

further perfecution on this hesid. It is too cutting to my refiec* 

tion to recoimt the .particulars of this fcrutiny, which was con^- 

dufled rather with the violence and indecency of a robbery, than 

with the forms of a fearch. Not a fingle thing efcaped the hands 

of thefe fellows, that was of the leaft value. Mr. Hammond^ 

among other articles,, loft a pair of filver-mounted piftols, which 

he had hitherto preferved, and they plundered the major of his 

filver fpoons, a filver urn handfomely chafed, and weighing above 

fifty ounces, which he had in vain concealed within fome kitchen 

utenfils, - befides a quantity of linen to a confiderable amount* 

From me they took a filver hookah, a fet of gold buckles, two 

pieces of Indian handkerchiefs, a gold brocade waiftcoat,. and a 

Turkiih gown, which, at the loweft calculation,, were worth zoo 

dollars. I left the room while this fcene was tranfafting, as it 

was to the laft degree grating to my nature, to behold, unre^ 

venged, fo daring an outrage againft all divine and human laws. 

They retired about eight o'clock in the evening,, loaded mth their 

fpoils^ and we thiew our£blves i^n the floor^ tQ endeavor to get 
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fome repofc^ after a day fpent in uproar, altercation, and &w 
tigue : infomuch that we had not leifure to take a proper refreih^ 
ment. It is no wonder if our reft was difturbed> and our ima- 
gination haunted with gloomy ideas, under fuch peculiar circum-> 
ftances. We could obferve from our windows a ftrong guard to 
be pofted about the houfe, with camels ready faddled at the 
door, but for what purpofe we knew not ; whether to take us to 
the boat, or to any place m<M*e fuitable to their black deiigns. 
We were deprived of our fervant, who ufed to provide us with 
the neceflaries of life, and were to truft to chance for the mor«^ 
row, fliould it ever dawn upon our eyes, after the unparalleled 
treatment we had fufFercd. Guilt might poffibly be touched 
by the ftings of diftruft and fear ; and to quiet thefe monitors^ 
it was uncertain how much further our perfecutors would plunge 
themfelves into the abyfs of wickednefs. in the variety of this 
diftrefs, life was ftill dear ; and, divefted as it was of eafe and en** 
joyment, we flept with arms in our hands, to preferve it from 
violence ! 

SATURDAY, 9th Ad^oust. 

The dawn relieved us from our apprehendons, but found us in 
all the agitations of fufpencew We were chiefly diftreiTed at thf 
abfence of Abdul RufTar. We knew not what oQifehaiice might 
have befallen him, in his attempt to efcape the death which was 
intended him ; and we were at a lofs to furnifh ourielves with 
provifion for the day. There was a rifk attended the going 
abroad of Ibrahim, after the adventure of yefterday ; qnd we had 
not much dependence on the charity of the family,, wh^ had 
already forfeited every pretenfion to humanity in o«r eftimation. 
We had luckily a little coffee kft, whidx we boijlAd^ and laf^e 
out a hnak&A with the ftale bread of yefterd^y^ Al^ut ai> hour 

after 


after tlust ^ fervaot of the bouib unexpe^ecUy brought us up 
fome milk, mixed with water^ with a fcanty allowance of bread. 
We imderftood that we were indebted to our hc^ for this meagre 
repaft, but we neither faw him» his brother, nor any living crea*- 
tares but at a diilancei, during tbr whole morning. Among thefe 
were our kind friends in the oppo&te houfet to whom only wa 
now appear to be of the kaft cen£b^uence^ Thefe compailionate 
femaks had been alarmed at the tumult m. our apartmem osvthe 
preceding evening* . I had obfe^yed them» at th^ time, frequently 
peep over their wally to &e whttt was going f^v and ieem-^ 
ingly anxious about the coniequencefif^ ,Nor had they exhaufted 
their attention towards usw At the Q^^l h^m of noon> when 
the ftroets are.deferted by lim people they came to their terrace^ 
and \|rxth fympathizing looks would have ^pnfol^d our fu£erings« 
Often did they wipe their ej«f^ which w^re fufiufed with tears, and 
» often did. they inquire, by fehei. mpft fig^ficant figns,. whether 
Quj; Uvea had been endangered durmg^thi^ t^ania^ion^of the pad 
day. Notwithftanding our forlorn condition, we (bouid have 
little deierved the name of meuj if this behavior had failed to 
make a fuitable imprefllon upon oi»: minds «. Like the cordial 
which is adminiftered to the dying patient, it ferved to revive our 
ipiritSy though we were fenfible its- effedis were temporary and* 
infufiicient. Their gen^'ofity was equally extended to our 
wants. Naturally fuppofing that we were (tinted in our nou- 
rifhment in fuch an inhofpitable houie^ thefe affedtionate fouls 
threw over loaves of bread and boiled eggs, tied up carefully in 
their vails, which came fafely to us, and would have proved a 
plentiful fupply, if foijiething extraordinary had not difturbed 
them while taken up with this charitable aft. We are appre- 
henfive that they were diicovered aflifting us by their keeper i 
and, as they did not appear to us again, that they are doomed to 
ftriftcr confinement, for exerting an impulfe of benevolence to 
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their fellow-creatures in diftrefs ! No breaft but a Muflulman's^ 
could harbor a jealous thought on fuch an occafion, or con- 
found a principle of compaffion with an amorous inclination to- 
wards perfons in our iltuation. 

About two o'clock the fame fervant whom we had fcen before, 
brought us a wretched compofition of eggs and oil, which, for my 
part, I found it was impoffible to touch. I was conteht, therefore, 
to adapt my meal to our prifbn, and dined upon bread and wa- 
ter. At this inoment we had notice g^veii us, that the hakeem 
and his train were below flairs, and that he purpofed to remove 
us in the evening from this hateful hatntation. He prclcntly 
came up to us, to coiifirm this agreeable intelligence, and received 
our cordial acknowledgments for his humane intentions. We had 
experienced many reveries of fortune fince our arrival in this 
country, but none fo fudden, fo unlooked-for, as the prefent. 
From the circumflrances which attended the hakeem's expulfion 
yefterday, we little expe^fted to fee him re-enter the houfe in tri- 
timph, and refcue us from the force which had fb fbccefsfuUy op- 
pofed him before. But it feems that he comes armed with new 
powers from the fhaik, to take us immediately under his own 
protc6lion. It is not eafy to unravel the pcditics of Ais flate ; but 
the dccifive behavior of our hofl lafl night, is a prefiimptive evi- 
dence of his authority being about to draw to a conclufion. He 
has plundered us of all he could lay his hands upon, and he wife- 
ly abfents himfelf at a period when he either cannot, or does not, 
think it worth his while to detain us. We found from the ha- 
keem, that Abdul Ruflar is fecurely lodged in his houfe, tho' his 
legs and feet arc violently contufed by the fall. We are happy in 
his fafety ; but the damage which tliis faithful adherent ha^ fuf- 
tained in our caufe, cannot but ftrpngly afFeft us. The hakeem 
now bade us faiewell until fun-fet, when he promifed to return 
with a camel and an efcort, to convey us and our baggage to a 
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dwelling of hisr own* To prevent the family from giving us any 
further diftufhancc, he left a fcrvant at the door of our apartment, 
whoip he <^ireQ:ed to kqep watch during his abfen^e. ; 
• . There was ;no danger, however, of our being molefted in the 
fmalleft degree* Tjie/houfe appeared to be, abandoned by its in- 
. habitants ; and this folitude luckily afforded the major an oppor- 
. tunity of recovering his coftly fword, from the hole in which it 
had been depoiited. This he once more fewed up in his bed ; 
. and we had packed up the remains of our baggage, long before 
. the appointed hour of our removal. We waited with great pa- 
. tience until the day clofed, and it was quite dark before any of us 
betrayed the leaft uncafmefs at the hakeem's ftay. But as the night 
waxed old, we relapfed into the dreadful ftatc of uncertainty which 
we had fo repeatedly known. We had not a doubt of the vera- 
city of the hakeem ; but we began to fuipedl that our enemies 
had prevailed againft him, either by fecret intrigues or open vio- 
lence. , We were apprized of their animoiity, and we had every 
thing tQ dread fi'om their fuccefs. It was ten p^clock before this 
gloomy profpeA was diilipated, by the arrival of the hakeem. He 
came attended by a party of foldiers, and a camel to tranfport our 
baggage. The villain Ally had now the affurance to fhew him- 
felf, and to fuperintend the removal of our things. Before wc 
went out, the hakeem obliged us to prime our fire-arms anew, 
and dropped certain expreflions which feemed to Ibrahim to im- 
ply danger on the road. Had we been convinced of an ambufcade 
being laid for us, we fliould rather have preferred to encounter it, 
now we were patronized by the government, than to have remain- 
ed in an houfe, which had been a fcene of mortification and deceit 
to us. The die was cafl:> and we were to abide by its decifion ; 
which we did, by marching after our camel and fervants, who help- 
ed to carry the baggage, accompanied by the hakeem and his 
guard . Each of the fervants took a lighted taper in his hand, 
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and/toliei^tcai tiie fcene. We were ehjiraicd profound filencc. In 
tfiis manner did We traverfe a liumber of ftreets, each of which 
we found fecilred by a gate ; and after going above half a mile, 
arrived at the place of our deftination about eleven b^clotk, with- 
out having met with any interruption. We were introduced by 
the hakeem to our lodging, and after paffing through a lai^c 
cburt, were carried up ftairs to a fmall, but airy, bed-room. Oar 
'baggage was alfo brought up, and depofited in a back-room, 
where the fervantfi are to fleep. The friendly hakeem now todk 
his leave of us^ and fixing a centry at our door to prote£t us, left 
us to enjoy almoft the only found reft we had known fince oUr 
departure from Cofire. 

SUNDAY, roth August. 

Here are we, after all our difficulties and dangers, fkfety 
•poiinded within the- precinfts of an haram. Such, on our awak- 
ing this moriiing, did we fihd the houfe we were got into. It is 
an antique ftruclure, much injured by time^ and ftands tipon a 
ipacious foundation, though th£ apartments are fmall, and hud- 
died together after the mode of thefe eaftem piles of lafcivioufnefs. 
Around our' chamber the floor is raifed about two feet from the 
ground, which ferves us to eat upon by day, and to fl^ep luxuri- 
oufly upon by night. Hence we have a fine view 6f the river, 
from which we are but two or three ftreets diftant. It is here 
feemingly lefs than a mile in breadth, and difcovers itfelf through 
different openings in the gardens, with which this city is adorned. 
The wind from the north- weft now prevails, and meets the cur- 
' rent, which runs with the utmoft rapidity towards the fea. This 
produces a fine efFeft. The town lines this fide of the Nile, and 
the oppofite bank is bordered by a mountain, which at one place 
' l;>reaks off abruptly, and difclofes a large plain, covered With en- 
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clofui^ of grain^ and here and there embellifhed with groves^ of 
date and prange trees* While we were indulging ourselves with 
this profpe£t, we had a yifit from the friendly hakeem^ who feem-* 
ed alaraied at our expofing ourfelves to public view, and haftily 
(hut our windows. He excufed tlus check to our curiofity, from . 
the neceffity there was for us to remain in privacy until the ar- 
rival of his mafter, or of further orders from him refpe6ting our 
concerns. We could not but acquiefce in this meafure ; and after 
bidding us to rely on the juftice of the Shaik Ul Arab, he left us to 
partake of a meal of good bread and milk, which his domef^cs had 
provided for us. Our breakfaft was fcarcely over, when the hakeem 
fent for Ibrahim, to attend him at his own houfe. We expeft 
this interview will determine fomething pofitive about our fate. 

When we left Cofirey w(^ laid our account that our troubles 
would end with our journey to the Nil(^. Who cou)dhaye dJCeamt 
that after efcaping the pjerils of the de&rt, we fhoUld be reduced 
to defpair in a populous city ! It were better th^jt our baggage had 
been funk to the bottom of the Rod-Sea, than that it (hould hayc 
afforded us a trifling part of the uneaiinefs we have fkfftrsd. P]> 
foners for ten days in a private houfe, wh^re each mom.eot was . 
inipoifoned by the uncertainty of our deftiny, we were now, per- 
haps, in a more honorable cGfnfineme^.t in the hands of govern* 
ment, which we fhrewdly fufpe£t afferts our^ cavife, rather from a. 
deiire of recovering the plunder for itfelf, than of doing juftice to 
us. But we are content if our depart ujre can be purchafed at fo 
low a price. 

We were anxious to fee Abdul Ruffau'to whofc ankles we find are 
much more ftrained by his fall, thafi were at firft. reported. But 
he is not to be moved here until the evening, when, we ihall.be 
able to adminiiler fuch relief to him, asj is in our power to. 
do. At one o'clock Ibrahim returned to us, and we underftand) 
that th^ h9l;o?xn has gpt out of him all our loiTe^, not excepting 
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the other night's pillage, which he had at nrft determined ta con- 
ceal. And with feme reafon, as the villains threatened our lives 
if we divulged it to any one. But Ibrahim fays, there vras no- 
one prefent at the examination, but a Chriftian fccretary> who ' 
took it down, arid the hakeem privately affured him, that his* 

mafter would give orders to fei2?e \!ie robbers, and make thcfm' re-- - 

. I . f 

ftbrti their booty. God only khows the tettnination of this mat- 
ler 5 but, for our parts, we would compromlfe to efcape with our 
prefent damages. We now ate heartily of a plentiful meal, which 
Ibrahim Had provided for us. Mutton, fifh, and vfegetabJes, arfe ' 
very ch^ap here, and ho -Ei!ii'6pean could complain of their man- 
ner of dreffing their food. ' : ^ 

We faw nobody during the evenitig, but the fervants belonging 

to the hbufe. But we received' a coiiifilifnentary meflage ^rora 

. « ■ «... 

the hakeem, with riotice of'hisriiafterV approach, who is expe<5l- 
ed her^ inttnediately: ' Theft kre welcome tidings to us, who have * 
no idea of getting iaway, ilntil the arrival of this great man. It is 
otir plan to he rid of this place as foon as |)offible ; and we pro- 
pofe to make a tender to the' fhaik of all he may recover on our 
accounts. Happy, if 'v^e'liaVe the luck fe fefcape without further - 
pillage. ' ' •'"•'■•'-'-' "--'.'.^ • - ..^ !. ' 

In order that we might enjoy the benefit of a cool wind, and 
a moon-light evening, we went to bed very early, as we had been 
defired not to open our windows until the lights were extinguifti- ' 
ed. And now an adventure occurred, which was romantic to the 
laft degree, and bore a refemblance to thofe feigned ones, portray- 
ed by the inimitable pencil of Cervantes. I was awakened out of 
a (bund nap about ten o'clock, by a loud knocking at the gate, 
which fecures the upper end of the ftreet we live in. I found my 
companions had been difturbed by the fame noife^ and were 
equally furprized with myfelf at the ftrangenefs of it. Prefently 
after the gate was opened, and a number of people afTembled be« 
9 fore 
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fore our houfe^ whom we could difcem by the light of the moonf 
difpofing themfelves in different fituations on the ground, and 
converfmg with great eameftnefs and vociferation* While we 
were pondering on theiffue of this bufincfs, which had an alarm- 
ing appearance at fuch ah hour of the night, when we knew our 
relidence was meant to be kept fecret, and that our lives might 
be fought by the villains whom we had informed againft, I went * 
out on the back terrace to awake the guard, which was ftationed 
to protcft us, when fuddenly a band of mufic ftruck up without, 
and recalled me to the fcenc of a6lion. This band was compofed 
of ftring, wind, and parchment inftruments, and though the 
harmony was none of the beft, it could not fail to have a fingu- 
lar effeft upon our imaginations, haunted as they were with 
doubts and apprehenfions, A fmgle voice fometimes accompa- 
nied the mufic, which was in general of a melancholy flrain. This 
ferenade lafted until midnight, and when the moon went down, 
it was continued by torch-light. But the intent of it we arc ut- 
terly at a lofs to difcover. Whether to celebrate a marriage, or a 
funeral, or whether it was performed by the hakeem's guard, to 
divert their mafler or ourfelves. It was one o'clock before the 
night was reflored to its ufual quiet ; at which time I fell afleep, 
but had myrepofe diflurbed by the, extravagance of fancy, which 
brought a motley jumble to my mind, of mufic, harams, arms, 
captivity, and impafTable wafles ! . 

MONDAY, nth August. 

This day was the mofl barren of incidents of any that we have 
long experienced. Not a mefTage, nor the leafl intelligence from 
the hakeem, in regard to our afiairs. This has at leail a good 
appearance. He means, perhaps, to wait the arrival of his maf- 
ter, inflead of deceiving us with the hopes of his own interpofi- 
tion, and obtaining prefents from us on that fcore, like the vizier 
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and the people into whofe hands we at firft fell.* We learn from 
Ibrahim, that the rude concert laft night was intended for the ha* 
keem's entertainment, who is our neighbor, and who fate finok- 
ing and drinking coffee with his women the greatefl part of the 
night. This is a favorite diveriion with the Arabs and Turks^ 
who keep themfelves ftill during the heat of the day^ and enjoy 
the cool hours of the night, and the ferene light of the moon, with 
a relifli unknown to the inhabitants of the inclement north. 
Thofe only who have partaken of this enchanting fcene, under a 
iky/ ftill unclouded, can form an idea of its luxury ; where the ve« 
ry dews are genial, and the night-breeze caiTies a temperate cooU 
nefs on its wing. And this feafon favors more the bringing of 
their women into view ; when filence and folitude prevail with- 
out, and afford them the felfifh fatisfa£tion of beholding beauty, 
without the intrufion of a rival, and tafting of its charms with the 
avarice of mifers. 

At four o'clock we had a vifit from the hakeem, who only ftaid 
to enquire after our healths, and to reaffure us of his prote£tbn« 
We had determined on making this man a prelent, to fecure his 
further good offices, and finding that he was averfe to taking any 
thing but money, we fent him twenty-one Venetians by Ibrahim^ 
with an apology for the fmallnefs of the donation, wluch had been 
bounded by our poverty. To our great joy, our domeftic, Abdul 
Ruffar, returned with Ibrahim from the hakeem's houfe. He was 
obliged to be moved in the arms of the fervants, though we are 
pleafed to find that his hurts do not portend any ill effefts. One 
of his ankles is quite reduced, and the other proroifes fair to admit 
of his getting abroad in a few days« 
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TUESDAY, i2th August. 

The ihdifpofition of Abdul Ruflar has already proved very in- 
convenient to us. Our filver b expended, and we are at a lofs to 
exchange our gold for dollars, or to gain any intelligence of what 
is pafling without doors, during this poor creature's confinement. 
He often cautions us againft trufting any of his countrymen in 
matters of fuch iinpoitance ; fenfible as he is of thdr want of cha^ 
rity for Chriftians. As for Ibrahim, he is as much a prifoner as 
ourfelves. The hakeem tells him, that he cannot anfwer for 
his fafety, until the fliaik returns, Ihould he fall in the way of 
our old hbft and his g^ng. We are too well afcertained, from 
ocular proof, of the little order which fublifts here in the ab« 
fence of the chief, to doubt it. We learn that his return is 
anxioufly expefted by the whole city, and cannot be very diftant, 
if we may truft to the information of Abdul Ruffar, who fays, 
fuch is the temper of this people^ and fuch the inftability of this 
government, (hould the (haik remain for any length of time, in 
another place, the inhabitants of Ghinnah would throw off all 
fubmiflion to his officers, and fall to cutting each other's throats. 
What a blefled land have we dropped into ! What a race arc we 
amongft ! who are only to be culed by the fword, and to be 
taught humanity at the expense of their blood !: 

We had fcarcely breakfafted when the hakeem entered our 
apartment, accompanied by a man whom we had frequently 
Teen at Cbfire. He had been affiduous in his vifits to us there, 
and had proffered us the ufe of his houfe during our ftay at Ghin- 
nah. This the (haik of Cofire prevented by his intrigues,, and 
the man arrived here yefterday in the caravan. We find he is a 
merchant of this city, and though, agreeably to the mode of 
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Arabian travellers, Jie was wont to afTume a poor habit at Co- 
fiie, we now faw him in a creditable drefs, and feemingly on 
an intimate footing with the hakeem. He lamented our misfor^ 
tunes, which were tlie common topic of converfation, and re- 
proached us for not having accepted of his offers of afliftance. 
Though he muft have been feniible that we did not merit this re- 
proach, w^hile our condu6l was dire6led by another, and though 
we have caufe to be on our guard againft the profeffions of an 
Arabian, there is little doubt but we (hould have fared better 
under this man's prote£lion, than in the vile hands we fell into* 
Our prefent fituation is far from being difagrecable. The hakeem 
is civil and attentive to us, and at the fame time does not pefter 
us with his company, or folicit us for prefents. From this 
condu6t we draw more favorable omens, than from any inci- 
dent fince the change of our fituation ; and as he confirms the 
report of the fhaik's approach^ we endeavor to refign ourfelves 
with patience, for the accomplifhment of that defirable event. 
It may be, that our releafe will be at laft owing to the inter- 
pofition of Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. We have great expeftations 
that our letters arc both fafely delivered to him. The reward 
of five dollars, which is to attend the receipt of each, is the 
ftrongefl incentive that could be devifed to fecure the fidelity of 
the meflfengers. But fortune has been fo much out of humor 
with us of late, that we cannot promife ourfelves a return of 
her fmiles, until they beam upon us. 

Juft as we had laid down to reft, there was a knocking at the 
outward gate, which we found to be macje by the hakeem, who 

came to borrow one of our fufees. He was mounted on a fine 

* • * 
horfe, which I obferved from the window, and was accompa- 
nied by a party of armed men on foot. He fent us word, 
that he was going about the town to preferve peace and good 
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order; B^liich is a neccafiaiy pxa3ioc la €iiip$ hstter r^guUtodi 
tlian Ghinnah. 


WEDNESDAY, 13th August, 


We are obl^ed to be esLtlj ri&rs, m order to necewe the com- 
pany that wait upon U6 during tiic cooi of the morning* We have 
generally finiOied oar bi^kfaft bj^lkvai o'dock^ and at that hour 
to-day we were fummoned hy our fovants to the back terrace, 
which commands a noble view of the rwer, to foe a number of 
boats tinder fail. Tfa^e we karnt mtm the JBaoute> flrct^ which 
arrived here two day« «ft»r ais; with the fdUiccs of which our 
hoft, the vizier, «nd dthers, had aLarmed U6^ ^^nd farced us to pay 
down a fum of money, wtoch was j5d£dy diargcd to their account, 
^hey^tt^ going dovM to Jirje; mad being jchicflygalEes, painted, and 
^lt| and adorned withl^ieaiiier^rtheyxut no contem^ti^ 
ance in falling Aiywn with the ftrmni, to the ainount of twenty 
boats. W€ defcried armed troops on the poop of each galley, and 
heard ^e drums bating to arms .on tboard. There is a myftery 
in the accounts oi thefe Banute people, which w« cannot unravel. 
Immediately after theip depasture, we had a vidt from the hakeem, 
who threw open ^windows: of our apartments, and told us with 
a chearful air, th^ we had now nothing to fear, as the fianute 
people, who are a let of thieves, and apt to plunder defencelefs 
veflels on tiie river, were failed for Jirje. This defcription nei- 
ther anfw^rs the ftay whidi obefe people inade here, nor the good 
condition of their boats, which is far from befpeaking them to be 
a needy race. We therefore enquired of the hakeem of the origin 
and government of Banitfe ; and were told, that it formerly be- 
longed to his mafter, the Shaik Ul Arab, but had lately been ta- 
ken polTeifion of by the Turks. This confirmed us in a vague re- 
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port we had heard, of Banute being really in the hands of Ibra- 
him Beg. It might confequently be, that the hakeem wiftied for 
his mafter*s return, that juftice might be done us ere we proceed* 
cd to Cairo ; and was willing to conceal us from the Turks, 
whom he artfully reprefented as robbers, to prevent our applying 
to them for a paflage. So'ftrongly had- this prepoffeflion taken 
hold of cur minds, that fbme among us were not wanting to la- 
ment our ignorance of this circumftance, and to confider the de- 
parture of the Banute fleet, as a preclufion to the efcape which, 
we had fo long meditated. 

At five o'clock the hakeem paid us a fecoad vifit, in which 
he was accompanied by two confideirable merchants of the- 
town. They all produced letters from the (haik, which th^ 
told us refpefted our lofles, and his coming to redrefs our 
wrongs. . When the merchants took their leave, the hakeem afk- 
td us, whether we were inclined to take a walk with him' to the 
river- fide. This agreeable invitation my companions were obli- 
ged to decline^ as the rafcals who plundered our trunks, had not 
left them a Turkifh gown : but I readily accepted of it, as I had 
a gown that luckily efcaped; their fcarch. It is eafy to conceive 
the joy I felt at beings teftored to the freedom of the air, after 
our perilous confinement ; not fo mention the good face which 
our afiairs affumed by this ftep, as the people's intentions muft 
appear to be honeft, who expofed us to the eyes of the town* 
I accordingly arrayed myfelf in the beft manner, and followed the 
hakeem, attended by my European fervant and Ibrahim. As 
we walked towards the river, we were accompanied by a croud of 
people, who behaved themfelves very refpeftfully ; awed, perhaps, 
by the prefence of the hakeem and his guard. We foon left the 
town, and afcended a dyke which is thrown round it, to prevent 
it fuffering by the inundations of the Nile. I had the good for- 
tune to be witnefs to the commencement of this periodical pheno- 
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menon, by mere chance. From the dyke we defcended to the ri- 
ver^ by a pier that extends itfelf to the natural flrand^ and mea- 
fures fome hundreds of yards in length. At the extremity of this 
pier we feated ourfelves on carpets, which were fpread for us on 
the ground, and I had full leifure to furvey the objefts aroupd 
me, the novelty and beauty of which equally engaged my admira^ 
tion. The Nile is originally of a tolerable breadth here, and at 
other feafons would not difappoint the traveller in his expeftations 
of fo celebrated a ftream. But two days ago it began to aflume a 
grander afpeft. The kitcheji-gardens which fupply the town, 
and ftand in the low grounds, are already overflown ; and feveral 
channels ai'e opened in the bank, through which the waters rufh 
with great rapidity, and promife by to-morrovy night to fpread 
themfelves to the dyke, which is at leaft a quarter of a mile dif- 
tant. The fame effe6ts feem to bav^. b|een produced on the oppo* 
fite fide ; where I obferve4 the country to be overflown even to 
the mountain's edge, and the rifirig lands to appear like iflands in 
the waters. In mid-channel the ftream runs with amazing force ; 
carrying down ruflies, buflies, and fragments of trees, which the 
floods have fwept away with them from the heights, and will in 
a few days difcharge into the Mediterranean. The fun was fallen 
behind the hills on the weftern banks, from whofe burniftied tops 
a dazzling radiance played upon the ruffled waters. The boats 
glided along their curling furface : the date-groves rung with the 
amorous cooings of a thoufand doves, and the cattle lowed in the 
diftant dale. The charms of this lovely evening are beyond my 
art to depicture, but they will be ever faithfully imprinted on my 
imagination. At dufk we returned homeward, and I could ob- 
tain but a veryimperfeft fight of Ghinnah from this point of view; 
as it ftretches towards the river like the end of a Turkifli flipper, 
and is fcreened by the dyke from the eye* We pafled by a bridge on 
our way back, turned on a fingle arch over a creek where the boats 
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lie, and which appears to be a modem woilc of na degant 

defign ♦• 

^ It ?iay not prqv^ \^nplcafin^.toi the reader, to compare the obforvations of othe^ 
travellers on this place and its neighborhood, ^s we paiTed over ^he defart d^- 
tween Cofire and Ghinnah, we can confirm the affertion of Captain Norden, that 
there are no remains of the antient canal mentioned b^ Herodptiis and others, to 
have been dug for convfying good^ frqpi the Nile to the Red-fea, Ghinnah an4 
its environs are ftiH noted for manu£a£turing the beft earthen-wai^e in Egypt; in 
the botGoms of which, the fame pecyliarity fubfifts as related by Dr. Pococke. 

*^ At two o'clock in the afternoon there came on a calm, which obliged us to 
hnd on the fame fide, a little below G/^/, or Kienef a town, which is not at prefent 
yery confidecabie, but which has, however, a mofque* There was formerly in this 
place a great commerce \ for they bad madd a road which led to Cojire^ a port of 
the Red-fea ; and in three days they eroded the defarts of Thebais. ^ut at prefent 
this route is not fecure, on account of the robbers. 

^* I had been told much of the antiquities of this pkice, which engaged me to go 
thither; but I fou^id nothing there* The inhabitants themlelves of the. place 
coMld give ^^ no ^uxount of then^, \^ y^n did I f<^k for the antient canal that 
was dug for cofiveying merchandizes to the Red-fea, and for bringing others from 
thence by this means. I did not perceive the leaft mark of it, neither in the town, 
nor in the adjacent places. It is in this town they celebrate every year the great 
feftival, at which the Bey of Gh;ge is commonly prcfent-j but not without having 
firft obuined permiffion from the Arab proices qit Schechs. 

*' I perceived that all the neighboring^ places of QUm were covered with all forts 
of plants, fuchas poippions, coloquintidas, and others, which were, for the mod: 
part, unknown to me. As I did not fee any corn there, I imagined that they had 
cut it; and that the plants which I perceived, were tlic fecond produft of the 
ground. 

** There were in the neighborhood of the town divers ponds, in which water 
was preferved after the inundation ; but it was not good for drinking. It had a 
brackifli tafte, which it takes from the foil itfelf ; and indeed the inhabitants do not 
ufe it for any other purpofe than watering their grounds, and giving drink to their 
cattle." Norden's Travels in Egypt, &c. vol. ii. 

^^ We now purfued our voyage with a fine wind^ and pafTed by the canal that 
goes to the city of Coptos^ which is at prefent remarkable for making the beft ear- 
then-ware in Egypt, it being very light and much efteemed ; but they could never 
be prevailed on to make the vafes with broad bottoms, that they might ftand without 
danger of falling ; fo that the people are obliged to fet them in wooden frames**' 
Pococke's Travels, chap. vi. 
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I founii myfelf rather fatigued from my walk» and was glad of 
the ^proach of our hour of repofe^ whkh^ for waat of candle- 
light, we are obiiged to anticipate as {ban aa the day is clofed. 
But we were awakened from our firft fleep by the founds of tink-- 
ling inftruments, accompanied by a chorus of female voices. I 
looked out of die window, and faw a band of thirty damfels at 
leaft, come tripping towards us, with meafured paces, and ani- 
mated geflures. The moon Ihone very bright, and we had a full 
view of themt from their entering the gate of our flreet, until 
they reached our houfe^ Here they ftopped, and fpreading them^ 
felves in a circle before the door, renewed the dance and fong 
with infinite fpirit, and recalled to our minds the pi6hu*e which 
is fo fully given of thefe dancing females in holy writ. After 
they had favored las a few minutes with their lively perform* 
ance, they^ moved on to the hakeem's houfe, and £brenading 
him with an air or two, this )oyoas band quitted our quarter, 
and went, as the dying fostnds informed us;, to awaken the other 
ihimberers of the town, to melody and joy 1 Thefe are certainly 
the deicendants of the women of Ifrael, whole beauty and ikill 
gladdened the heart of the fapient king* The dancing girls of 
India are not to be fpoken of at the fame time : they are but an 
illegitimate race, were their excellencies to be compared with thofe 
of the nymj^s of the Nik. Had thefe figures prefented them- 
fdves to me in a vifion, 1 fhould have concluded that they were 
the fair inhabitants of our manfion, who were come to demand 
the reflitution of their late pofTeiEons ! 

THURSDAY, 14th August. 

We were inpatient to know the caufe of the agreeable dif- 
turbance we met with laft night, and. learnt from one of our 
guards that the dancing girls obferv^ the ceremony we were wit-. 
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T>cfs to, on the firft vifible rife of the Nile. It feems that they 
took our houfe in their way to the river, where they went down 
to bathe at that late hour, and to fing the praifes of the benevo- 
lent Power, who yearly diftributes his waters to fupply the necef- 
fities df the native. 

It is defigned, to aU appearance, that we (hall meet with no 
friends in this inhofpitabie region, or immediately lofe the pro- 
te6tion of thofe who have difplayed a ray of humanity for us. 
We were but this morning congratulating ourfelves, on having 
fallen into the hands of a good man, who has not only refcued 
us from the houfe of a villain, but has even fheltered us under 
his own roof. He had yefterday adnured a couple of carpets be- 
longing .to Mr- Hammond and me. We had fent them to 
him after breakfaft, when he paid us a vifit to thank us for our 
attention. He came efcorted by a iaige tr^b, little dreaming 
how fliortly his glories would fet, whifih now (hone forth in 
meridian luftre. Th^.cliange in his fortune was announced to us 
about five o'clock in.the afternoon, when feveral flrange fervants 
came to our houfe. Their errand was to advife us of the ap- 
proach of a new hakeem^ v^ho was fent by the fhaik to difplace 
our friend, and meant to take up. his quarters, for the night, in 
the back part of our habitation. While we were forming conjec- 
tures on this fudden event, feveral of the principal merchants of 
the town vifited us, to confinn the news. They aflured us, that 
the fhaik had particularly charged this new officer with our 
affairs, and had difmifTed the old hakeem from his employment, 
for having fufFered European travellers to be plundered, and de- 
tained within his jurifdiiftion. In our own minds, we would 
readily have difpenfed with this feverity, to a man who had 
rendered us the mofl material fervices. Moreover, we could not 
but fufpeft, that the interefl of the vizier, and others who had 
benefited by our arrival, had prevailed againfl the more honeft 
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charaftcr that had exerted itfelf in our behalf. This refleftioft 
wounded us deeply, as the truth of it might reduce us to our 
former defperate iituation. Confidering the bad treatment we had 
met with, it is not ftrange that we fhould be jealous of any inno- 
,vation in the proteftion which had been lately extended to us ; 
and, in our experience of this tribe, that we fhould doubt of 
finding a fecond man of moderation among the officers of go- 
vernment. 

About fun-fet the new hakeem arrived, and fent us word that 
he was ready to receive us. This is the firft vifit we had paid to 
another. We found him feated upon a carpet on the back ter- 
race, with a crowd of people about him. He is an elderly man, 
tall, thin, and of a mean appearance j diftant in his behavior, 
and.feemingly full of his own confequence. This may poffibfy 
arife from the lownefs of his origin, which is that of an Abyf- 
iinian Have. His deportment was fo diiFerent from that which 
diftinguifhed his predeceffor. in office, that we could not but look 
upon him as an arrogant upftart, who promlfed to abufe the fa^ 
vor of his lord. He condefcended, however, to tell us, with a 
fmile, that his mafter had recommended us to his good offices, 
and had dire6fced that the ftri^kcft jilftice fhould be rendered to 
us. While we flaid, a number of perlbns came to pay their 
compliments to him, among which was Sauker, one of the raf- 
cals who had affified the two brothers to pillage our baggage. 
By this effronteiy he perhaps experts to efcape fufpicion ; and 
to intimidate us by his prefence, from bringing a charge againfl 
him* We foon retired to our apartment, and found that the 
vizier, among others, made his court to tWs new magiflrate. 
Nothing can be a more, direft implication of the arbitrary go- 
vernment we are under, than the promotion of this Abyffinian 
to one of its firfl dignities. When Charles of Sweden, the mofl 
defpotic monarch of his age, wrote to the fenate of Stockholm, 
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4:hat he would feud hk jack-boot to piefide over fhan ; trngntc^ 
ful as the idea wa% it jtirely wbb kfs humiliating^ than if fae had 
threatened to <iifpatch a Ttirkiflai flave fmn Bender for that pur* 
pofe. And yet we were oow witnefs to the tmivcrfal homage that 
may be paid to fuch a diaradfeer. The fiiddenneis of his arrival^ 
and the refpeSt which be commands, no dcmbt ibofpeak, th^t be 
is charged with fome important bu&ie&; but sbc Qiamld he 
pleafed to depart, without waiting the iflue of his errand^ though 
it prove to be the reftituti^n of our lof&s. The jftiaik, it deems, is 
but a day's jiwmey hence : but we fear wx Bnall be neceflitated to 
wait his arrival, which the critictl fituation. <iif hi$ affisurs Aill 
renders uncertaiiii. < 

We have n^ fodi oxa oldifrkaad ftioe im jdifgrace» but we ^t 
Ibrahim to make him onu' acknowhdgmcmts. and good wiAies. He 
Ibemed much flattened with a mark of attention, d(b new to a p^^bn 
in his condition ; laad rfittutned us affurances, that he will repre- 
lent our ftory in its true coIchs to die &uik, ibr whoie court he is 
to fet oiF to-morrow or 'nest daj^ This kind interpoCiffen may 
ferve to advance .our fttit $ a^d we •luudBrftand that we ihall then 
get rid of the company ef our new ^eft, wko goes inlo the 
houfe of his predeod9br, mi the iattiber/s departure. His iervants 
let off fame paltry &re-works at lught behind the houfe, for 
which they demanded a gratification. . They weoe cunning enough 
to call that a compliment to us, ;which was more likely intended 
for thdr mafter^ and we were glad to be nekafed ^om their 
impertinence, at the expence of a few fibres pieces, of die value 
of a penny apiece* 

FRIDAY, 15th August. 


We do not find that we are likely to be as foon quit of our 
gueft, as we at firft expefted* There is no talk of his moving 
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this morning, and as it appears to depend upon the departure of 
his predeceflbr, we may have the pleafure of his company for 
fomc days longer. This is a (ad reflraint upon us, who are 
confined to the front of the houfe, which confifts of two fmall 
apartments for ourfelves, and one, more roomy, for our fer- 
vants. Nor are we free from apprehenfions, left fome difcovery 
fhould be made to our di(advantage. The hakeem's fervants are 
continually mingling with ours, and may draw inferences of our 
abounding with money from our manner of living, if not from 
the imprudence of our people, whole fimplicity may betray us, 
notwithftanding the cautions we have given them on this head. 

Juft as we had dined, an order came from the hakeem to clear 
the room which our fervants were in, for the reception of fome 
travellers. This, at the time, was a very difagreeaUe command 
to us,, though it may turn out as much to our benefit, as any thing 
which has occurred fince our arrival here. The travellers prove 
to be a company of Turks, on their return to Cairo, from an ex- 
curiion into this country. There is a. man of confequence among 
them, who, on notice of our being here, immediately fent fomc 
of his attendants to enquire into our bufinefs in this quarter. It 
may be fuppofed that we were very pai'ticular in the narration of 
€ur troubles, and the ill ufage we had met with. The politenefs 
and humanity of thefe Turks were very ftriking to us, who had fo 
long experienced nothing but rudenefs and barbarity from the hu* 
man race. They regretted the impoflibility of having our com- 
pany on the road, without the permifiion of the Shaik Ul Arab ; 
and were hurt at the thoughts of leaving us among a people, whom 
they feemed to have no opinion of. But they promifed to repre- 
!&nt our cafe to the bey of Cairo, and to exert all their intereft with 
him to demand our releafe from the fhaik. They acknowledged, 
however, that the reafons for detaining us until the fhaik's arrival, 
;nay be very good, as the river is at prefent fo infefted with pirates, 
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that they are obliged themfelves to go by land to Cairo. There is 
a Chriftian among then;, who has diarged himfclf with a third 
letter, which we have addreffed to Mr. Baldwin from this city. 
He is a confidential domeftic^ and, by his influence, has prevailed 
upon the Turk his mailer, to write to the (haik in our behalf, to 
ftate our uncomfortable condition, and to advife him to difpatch 
us forthwith to Cairo, as we are content to leave the punifhment 
of our oppreflbrs to his difcretion. Heaven knows what effeft 
this kind mediation may have with the fliaik; but we have long 
fufpefted that our releafe can only be accomplifhed from Cairo ; 
and are (locking purfelves with a fund of patience to fupport 
us in the tedious interval. The journey by land, we are told, is 
from ten to twelve days, and the Turks propofc to fct off at day- 
break. Allowing, therefore, three days for obtaining an order 
from the bey in our favor, three weeks at leaft miift elapfe, be- 
fore the return of the anfwer which is to fet us at liberty. But 
Hope, the deceiver Hope ! fometimes whifpers better things in 
our ears ; and as we are importunate in our defires to be fent 
away, we are inclined to expe£l the fhaik wiU not detain us after 
his arrival at Ghinnah. 


S AT U R D AY, i6th August. 

The Turks have deferred their departure until night, which, 
on account of our reliance on their good offices at Cairo, and 
their delivery of our letter, has given us more vexation than the 
matter may defcrvc. The itch of avarice appears to have infeft- 
cd the mafs of the people we are among, from the higheft to the 
loweft# The new hakeem, though an Abaflee, and a flave to the 
(haik, cannot refifl the difeafe, and is already fingering, in idea, 
the gold and valuables which he conceives us to poH^fs. He fent 
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^r ' Ifirahim at midnight^ and queftioned him clofely touching 
aur circumftances^ and the prefents we made to his predecefTor : 
and, laftly, if we had any offering left for himfelf . Ibrahim, in 
conformity to his inftruftions, reprefented the poverty we were 
reduced to, and which utterly difabled us from tendering any 
thing worthy the hakeem's acceptance. He difclaimed all know- 
kdge of our having given either money or goods to the quondam 
hakeem, though he found that this man had got an item of the 
removal of our carpets. It is a bitter comfort to us to obferve, 
that the man who was fent down by the fliaik to proteft us, fhould 
be the firft to attempt our property. The fubftance of this mer- 
cenary interview we received from Ibrahim, while we were at 
ftreakfaft. 

We had vifits to-day from feveral of the Turkifti gentlemen^ 
who are ia the fuite of the grandee. They repeated their tenders 
of fervice on their amval at Cairo. A very fine Georgian boy is 
in the train,, whofe* beautiful features and fair complexion eafUy 
diftinguifh him from the Turks. He is ^ flave, and, we under- 
hand, is in high favor with his mafter. , 

As the hakeem had offered us the liberty of going. abroad,,whenn 
ever we pleafed to apply to him for a fervant to protedt us, at five 
o'clock Mr. Hammond, who was now equipped with a cloak, ac- 
companied by myfelf, Ibrahim, and the hakeem's fervant, fallied 
forth. We directed our fteps to the bazar, or market-place, 
and entered a caravanfera, which attracted our curiofi y. Thefe 
buildings are receptacles for travellers, and are either erefted at 
tiiie public expence, or by the donations of private people. The 
one we faw was a very large ftru6lure. Its entrance was through 
a (bone gateway, which led into a fquare court, furrounded by 
apartments of tvvo ftories. The ground-floor was open in front, 
and thrown upon arches, and divided into different rooms, by a , 
baluffrade of Hone. The back part was clofed, and appropri- 
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ated for warehoufes for the merchant. Beneath one of thefc 
arches we found a Turk fitting, whom we had left at Yambo, 
and who had once put it into our heads to come by this inaufpi- 
cious route to Cairo. We immediately recognized one another, 
and were very hearty in our congratulations on this unexpeded 
meeting. He took us into his apartment^ and placing coffee 
before us, very kindly condoled lYith us on our misfortunes, which 
had reached his ears. We find that he remains here, on account 
-of the dangers on the river. After prefling this Turk to vifit us 
frequently, we took our leave, and walked without any interrup- 
tion to the river. Hei*e we went on board a boat, which waits 
for a lading of coffee for the Cairo market. This boat is one of 
the niofl convenient I ever faw. She has two cabbins, befides an 
awning of msctts, that extends to her main«maft. The roof is high, 
and, with the fides, handibmely carved and painted. We were 
politely received by the nokidah^ who faid he hoped for our com- 
pany to Cairo. We fhould rejoice much to be accommodated in 
this manner in our voyage down the Nile. It was from this boat 
that the view of Ghinnah, which is annexed, was taken. At fun- 
iet we returned home, and found our good friends the Turks were 
preparing to decamp. At nine o'clock they mounted their camels 
to the number of twenty, well armed, and went off with the benefit 
of a fine moon, which renders travelling at night very delightful 
in thefe ferene climates. The chief of the Turks rode on a fine 
dun camel, and was followed on another by the fprightly Georgi- 
an, well accoutered with a fcimitar and a matchlock* 

SUNDAY, 17th August. 

The hakeem has actually fixed his refidence at our houfe, and 
means, we fuppofe, to take good care of us and our baggage. 
When the Turks went away, he took poffeflion himfelf of their 
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apartment, which was before occupied by our fervants. We arc 
now reduced to an uncomfortable iituation^ and cannot enjoy a 
moment's privacy, but during the hours of meals and repofe. But 
we are determined to fufFer no further inconvenience from the vi- 
cinity of the hakeem. We have accordingly dire6led our fervants 
to take up their lodgings at night on the terrace which extends 
itfelf over our apartments, and which we often afcend in the 
evening, to obtain a view of the coifntry. 

We were furprized with an early ^t from the Turk, whom we 
had encountered at the caravanfera yefterd^y, and were much pleaf- 
ed with this mark of his attention. He now gave us the particulars 
of fome tranfa£lions at Yambo, which nearly concerned us, and 
which proved very fatisfaftory, in refpeft to the meafures which 
we had taken with Lt. ♦ ♦ ♦. The reader will remember our fepa- 
ration in the Red-fea, and the melancholy circumftances which 
reduced us to the neceflity of returning him to Yambo, on a boat 
bound to th^t port. On his arrival at Yambo, it appears, that 
his madnefs broke out with more violence than ever. Inftead of 
waiting for the boat's coming to an anchor, he jumped over-^ 
board at the entrance of the harbor, and fwam to the beach be* 
low the town 3 and would have made his way into the country, 
had he not been purfued by fome of the mariners, who overtook 
him, and carried him before the vizier of Yambo. This was the 
fecond time he had been brought to this minifter in this extraordi- 
nary manner, and within the <:ompafs of a few days. His mif- 
fortune had been' more than fufpefted on the former occalion ; 
but it was now communicated to the minifter by the nokidah of 
the boat, who was charged with our meffage, to requeft that 
Lt* * ♦ * might be fent on the firft veffel to Judda. On his com- 
ing into the vizier's prefence, he gravely demanded to be made a 
Muffiulman, and to be entertained in the fervice of the xerif. This 
requeft luckily could not be complied with I the Mahometan 
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law, which does not admit of converts, who arc deprived of the fa-^ 
oalty to judge between right and wrong. Neither does it now eC- 
tablifli its faith by the me^s of the fword. So different are the 
prlneiples of the fame feft, when the fiame of blind real has abat*- 
ed of its ardor. It happens,, however", that the unhappy viftims of 
madnefs meet with an attention in this cx)untry, that is. not paid 
to rational beings. They are confickred as infptred, becaofe hur- 
ried beyond the precin6b pf reafbn ; and though they ftill ferve a& 
a butt of ridicule to the fhafts pf th^ vulgar, they are fecured by 
their fituation from the fliado^ of an injury* On this principle 
the vizier afted^ From his own wardrobe he gave the turban and^ 
Arabian dreJfs to our unffor^unate Comp«tnion, tohuixior hia frenzy^ 
and fent hiiji fafcly to Ju^da, , full of the idea of having be- 
come a follower of M^horae^t. Ptx)r youth I to what joy and fa- 
tisfaftion wilt thou hereafter awake, fhould it pleafe God to reftore: 
thee to thy fenfcs. What will thy fenfations be, to confider the 
paft ay no more than a dream ; to refleft on the dangerous abyfs 
that thou haft ef^aped, by the interppfition of the Divine hand t It 
muft occur tp every hiunanc mind,, that the news of hisfafety was 
the moft plea^ng mufic to our eais. Driven by ftern necefiity to- 
a feparation with him, wh^ his conditipn was truly deplorable,. 
we could not but ad,i?VBR at;, th«. happy turn which matters, had: 
taken. We had aded fqr the heft in fending Lt. * ♦ ♦ back to 
Judda ; and could not but rejpiee at .th$. intelligence whieh now 
reached us„ of his being gone thither under proper proteftion^ 
Had he lefs fortunately remained with us ;: had he been expofed. 
tp a month's fun in an open bpat ; h^d he vifited the. coafts of 
Egypt f toiled with the caravan over the defart^ and experienced, 
the oppreflion we have met with at Ghim\ah,.it is impofliblethat 
his^ intellefts coukl have withftood the complicated ikock, and a 
confirmed madnefs, or perhaps death, would have enfued ! Where- 
93 cv«ry good confequence is to-be exgefted from the ftep we 
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took } every afBftance will be given him by the furgeon of the 
Swallow floop, which was luckily at Judda 5 and we can pro- 
mife ourfelves that he was hofpitably received by our friend Cap- 
tain Bacon, and even accommodated with a paiTage to Bombay, 
fliould the Adventure be bound to that port*. We alfo learn 
from this Turk, that the n^kidah of our boat was more to blame 
than the vizier of Yambo; that ^^e did ncrt: attempt to get to Suez* 
He went to the vizier while we were at ianchor at the mouth of the 
harbor, and told him that he could reach' no pott but Cofire t 

In the evening the major Allied out in an Arabian drefs, 
which he made herci accompanied by Ibrahim and oui^ ufual 
guard. He returned with two Chriftian merchants, whom he 
had got acquainted with. Thty are perfons of predit here^ 

and very civilly invited us to repay thdr'vilit. 

• * I 

MO N, I) AY, 1 8th August, 

m 

f 

We were difturbed At midnight ty a knocking at the door, 
which proved to be the hakeem and Ibrahim, whom he had called 
up to atteild him. This was the firft viftt he had paid us, and was 
as difagreeiible as untixpeftedi. We at bridfe gueffed the purport of 
it. He is a plain man, and did not ufe much ceremony in intro- 
ducing what he had fo much at heart. But we were at a lofs 
what to offer him, that could be acceptable. Money he pre- 
tended to decline taking, and we, with equal artifice, pretended 
that we had none. There were two fets of filver buttons, and 
two filver chains, which belonged to the rfegiiJientals and fwords 
of the major, and which had efcaped pillage. Thefe we produ- 
ced, as the only remains of our goods which were of value j 

* The humane reader will rejoice with us, to know, that our deftgns refpe£ting our 
unfortunate companion were fully anfwered. That he found Captain Bacon at 
Judda, and returned in the Adventure to Bombay, recovered of his frenzy^ 
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though we promifed to acknowledge his fervices in a betteir 
manner from Cairo, fliould he procure an order from the fhaik 
for our immediate departure.. The weight of theft toys attracted 
his notice, though be did not feem to admire their workman>- 
fliip, which was none of the beft. He however put them into 
his bofom, a^d defired to look at fome of our cioaths« But 
{6 particular was this fellow, that he could not be prevailed 
lapon to peep into our trunks ; and fo fcrupulous, that he would 
not receive a fmgle thing, imtil we put it into his hands. A pretty 
falvo truly, foi* his confcience, which grafped at ail in our pof- 
feffion I Befides the iilver articles, he carried away three broad* 
cloth coats of different colors^ and two filk tambour waiflcoata*— 
for the purpofe, we imagine^ of covering his pipes, and the fcab- 
bards of his fwords-^and hgUi a do^en cambric handkerchiefs £oc 
his own ufe. In confideration of this prefent, he has undertaken 
to write to his mafter^ for permiffion to fend us away by land,» 
which is the only lafe track at prefent. It is not without extreme 
compun^ion that we forego the eafe and pleafure o£ a voyage 
down the Nile, to encounter the hardfhips and dangers of the 
deiart. But we forefee no end to our detention here, while we. 
depend upon the river for a conveyance y and readily acquiefced 
in the hakeem's propofaJ^ who about one o'clock left us to finifh; 
our repofe^ 

Before we were up we had- a vifit from the friendly Chriftiansi. 
who brought us a prefent of fine milk, and made us an hearty^ 
tender of their fervices during our ilay here. There is an honeft 
fimplicity in thefe men, that affords us infinite fatisfa£lion ; and; 
we fuppofe it was the apprehenfion of immediate danger to them- 
felves, which with-held their good offices, when we flood fo> 
much more in need of them. 

Behold the juflice of divine Providfence ! which often punifhes 
the iniquities of mankind, by their very accomplices in guilt. A. 
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retribution the more dreadful, as the villain who breaks through 
every tie himfelf which links man to man, is not yet fo hardened 
as to be proof to a breach of confidence in another. The blow 
which is given by the public executioner, is weak, when com- 
pared to that which comes from the hand of a friend. There is 
intelligence juft arrived from Cofire, that the merchant Maho- 
met, who invited us to his houfe to plunder us, and who had re^ 
turned in the laft caravan to that place, is fo defperately wounded, 
that his life is defpaued of. The quarrel arofe between him and 
fome of his confederates, touching the divifion of our fpoiU. 
His brother Ally and his father were this day examined before 
the hakeem, on the fubjeft of their ill ufage of us. The refult 
we have not learnt -, but it cannot be very dangerous to them, as 
we find Ally has obtained leave to attend his dying brother. 

In the afternoon the hakeem, and two merchants of the town 
in the confidence of the fhaik, came to our apartment to take a 
lift of the things we have loft. This they advife one of us to carry 
to the fliaik, and to make him a formal tender of the whole. This 
errand would be readily adopted by us, had we any thing fit to 
prefent to him, agreeably to the Eaftern cuftom. Thefe people 
looked into our trunks for this purpofe ; but finding us bare of 
valuables, they gave us hopes of being diipatched without paying 
this great vifit* 

TUESDAY, 19th August. 

Some further particulars relative to the misfortune of Maho- 
met, were communicated to us this morning. We learn, to 
our furprizc, that the young ftiaik of Cofire, and the foldier 
who ftole the major's fword, were the principals in the affautt. 
They went in company with Mahomet to Cofire, and were 
conftantly foliciting of him a proportion of the money which 
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lie 1ij;id obtsuned from us. This he had the imprudtfiioe to d&- 
ciine } and on their finding he was deaf to their arguments, they 
one day took an opportunity to feduce him from the csravan, 
and attacking him Jointly, they cut him defperately with their 
fwords. There is no doubt but he defended himfeUF manfully ; 
but his ftrength and refolution could not avail him againft this 
cowardly proceeding. The aflaflins have efcaped to Cofire, but 
the foldicr's relations, who live here, have been feized by the or- 
der of the government. In cafe of Mahomet's death, however, 
we find a pecuniary mulft will preferve the murderers from the 
punifhment due to their crimes. 

This ftory affords a truer pi6lure of the difpolitions and man-^ 
ners of the Arabs, than volumes could portray on flich a fubje6):. 
We reflect with horror, on the connexion which fubfifted be- 
tween us and the delinquents in queftion ; and confider our ef- 
cape from them, as altogether unexampled and miraculous. It 
is now plain that they could meditate the plunder of our bag- 
gage ; and we might have fallen a facrifice in the defart, with 
much lefs danger to them> than the deceafed Mahomet, whofe 
family will exafl revenge. 

We had another vifit from our Turkifh acquaintance at the ca- 
ravanfera. From him we have obtained a very extraordinary and 
alarming piece of intelligence. Since our arrival here, we had 
received confufed accounts of Ibrahim Beg*s abfence from Cairo ; 
but we could never get to the bottom of the ftory. It now ap- 
pears, that for this month part, Egypt has been the feat of a bloody 
and obftinate civil war. Ifmaul Beg took on him to affume the 
government of Cairo, by the connivance of the Porte ; but the 
late Bey Ibrahim difputed liie ufurpation^ and appeared in 
arms to maintain his own title. The matter was contefted 
in a defperate battle without the walls of Cairo, and ended in 
thQ defeat of Ibrahim Beg, who retired up the Nile^ and is 
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It 

now 2n a pcovkce not thtree days march, firom thia place. In<- 
ilead of pirates infejUing the river, we underftand, that the danger 
arifes from the ibldieirs of Ibrahim Beg, who are raiiing contri-* 
hutioHS upon it. Th^ Turk tells us, that the gatHes which fefl 
down hence fome days ago, were commanded by Muftaph^ Beg, 
who is in the intereft of the depofed Ibrahim, and is gone to 
join him. But it is not poffible, that the fugitive chiefs cail 
long withftand their fuccefsful opponent i whofe army is already 
ftrengthened by a large detachment of the Grand Signior's forces. 
We underftaivl too, that the Sfaaik UI Arab has acknowledged! 
liinaul Beg, which accounts for the bad character that was giveni 
us here of the Banute people, who aire of the other party. It 
alfo ftrikes us forcibly, that the letters which we produced for 
Ibrahim Beg, were one caufe of the ill treatment we experienced 
from the vizier and his a&ciates. The fhaik was out of reach 
of our compla^nts^ atid Ibrahim Beg, our only friend befide, not 
in a fitudtion to redirefs them. We had a contrary idea when* 
we boafted of thefe Ijetters ; and muft acknowlet^ the uncer^ 
tainty of human conje^ur^, which earrs in matters apparently the 
moft obviousL 

This Aidden revolution creates no furprize in a country un* 
fettled in its government, and divided by the jarring interefts of a 
number of petty princes. But to us it is a matter of ferious re-> 
flexion. We hear^ indeed, that the European £a£i:ories are im- 
difturbed at Cairo. But how far the influence of Mr. Baldwin 
will prevail with the new bey, or how we (hall reach the capital, 
through the diforders of a country, agitated by oppofing fac- 
tions, and laid wafte by the fword of rebellion, we are at a lofs 
to determine. Danger befets us on every fide. Public commo«- 
tions are united to private perfecutions, to compleat our difixefs ; 
and the moft alarming circumftance of our affairs feems to be» 
that we are at the mercy of two funple though honeft Muflulmen^ 
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our domeftics. They have hitherto prefcrved their fidelity to 
us ; but fuch is the frailty of human nature, that a long refi- 
dence here may have a bad efFedt on their morals ; expofed as 
they arc to the artifices, and obliged as they are to mingle in the 
fociety of this fraudulent tribe^ . 

WEDNESDAY, 20th August-. 

We had an early vifit from the hakeem this morning, whor 
brought us a plate of raifins of the fun, which are produced in 
Lower Egypt. He came, feemingly full of the fcheme of ona 
of us going to the (haik, and propofed fending a boat up to-day 
on this fervice. We readily fell into this meafure, which, 
notwithftanding the objedlions that were made to it yefterday, 
I have long confidered as abfolutely neceiTary to our immediate 
releafev Little can be done with the minifters of Eaftern princes,^ 
whofe hands are tied by the awe which they ftand in of their 
mafters, or whofe minds are fo habituated to the receipt of pre- 
fents,. that nothing (hort of the whole fubftance of the peti- 
tioner, can fatisfy their avarice.. I made a tender of my fer vices, 
on this occaiion ; not more from a principle of cuiiofity, than a 
defire. of haftening our departure ; and was happy to find that 
they were accepted of by my companions. 
- In the afternoon we had a vifit from the quondam hakeem,, 
whofe advice we have conftantly iblicited fince his difgrace. As 
he can now have no felfifh intereft in our concerns, we are in- 
clined to place more confidence in him, than when we were at 
his difcretion. He has bufinefs with the (haik, and has kindly 
promifed to accompany me on this embafly. He is well ac- 
quainted with our ftory, and if he is as much our friend as we- 
take him to be, he may quicken the difpatch of our bufinefs, by: 
a candid reprefentation of fa^b. He tells us, that the place o£ 
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the ihaik's^ prefent refidence, called Ghole, is but feven or eight 
hours journey by water, and that we (hall be abfent but two 
days from hence. 

The day pafied away without another meffage from tlie ha:- 
keem, or any preparation for my journey. 

THURSDAY, 21ft August. 

There is no end to the prevarication of thefe people. The 
more earned we are to go in perfon to the fhaik, the lefs willing 
they are to admit of it ; and it is likely, after all, that we (hall 
be ju(t where we were before the new hakeem arrived. He told 
Ibrahim this momingr that he was looking out for a boat to 
convey me to the (haik, but it was uncertain when he Ihould 
procure one. This excufe, from a man who can certainly com- 
mand every boat belonging to Ghinnah, is next to waving the- 
vi(it altogether.^ 

A funeral proceffion pafied our houfe about noon, which was: 
very folemn and numerous. The corpfe was preceded by troops of 
women j who went vailed, and at certain intervals, uttered a choral 
cry, which was accomp^iied by expreflive a6tion. The coffin 
was borne, by fbme of the friends^ of the decea(ed, and feveral 
little flags of different colors were carried around it. A body of 
priefts clofed the proceffion, who recited aloud paiTages from the 
Alcoran, as they walked along. Mu(rulmen never negleft to 
fhew their fenfe of thefe fights; and perhaps it would prove of 
no detriment to Chriftians,. to imbibe fome of their cufloms on 
thefe occafions^. There was an Arabian merchant on a vifit to 
us, when the funeral went by -, and though in company with 
{^rangers, he was not aihamed to run to the window, and. to join 
aAidibly in the devotions of the train. It is true, that the ob^ 
&rvance of thefe forms, makes not the Arabs, better members. 
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of ibclety ; that k neither checks their pn^enfity to firaad, nor 
inftils one benevolent idea into th^r breafts, to^vards the votaries 
of a different perfuafion. But flill it throws a decency into 
their difeourfe, a fobriety into their manners^ which is very per- 
fuafive. They pofTefs, what may be called, the graces of reli- 
gion, which would better adorn a good Chriftian, whofe temper 
is charitable, and whofe heart unknowing of deceit ! 

Juft as we (ate down to dinner, the hakeem fent for Ibrahim, 
and told him, that he expected an anfwer from the fliaik to- 
day or tOrmorrow, which, perhaps, would £Lve rae the trouble of 
waiting on him. This is what we dreaded; but I fear, there la 
no rebelling againfl this man's wiU; and we muft endeavor 
fome way or other to fix him in our intereft. In the evening 
Mr. Hammond and i went to the caravanfera, to pay our com*- 
pliments to our Turkifh acquaintance. He received us with his 
viiial civihty. The chance of proceeding to Cairo by the Nik^ 
feems to be much againft us, on account of the diftwbances. 
We (hould^ therefore, be very happy ki the Turk's company in 
our journey by land, as his knowledge of the IflAgoage and 
cuitoms of the country, wouM be a great defence to us againft 
the inconveniences of the road. His circuxnftances, however^ 
will by no means afford the ej^^ence o£ five camels, which the 
coffee he has would require; and he is content to wait the 
iiHie of the difputes upon th« river. We could not converge on 
fo delicate a &ibje£t in a public place, and have thereibre defired 
the favor of his company in the morning, when we ihall pro«t 
po(e to pay for his camel-hire, fhould he coafenb to make one 
of our party« This is to be kept a profound fecxet. Though 
fifty dollars can be no obje£t to us, when compared tx> the fer-« 
vices we are likely to reap from his prefence, we muft, at all 
events, conceal a circumftance from the hakeem, which would 
fofficiently denote the ftrength of our xefouuces^ 

As 
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As vre were gmng to bed, wt had a vifit fi'am the hakeem, 
who is very mjfteiious in lus hours of communicating with us. 
To bur great joy, he did not touch on the uiiaal ftring of prefents i 
but came, as he iaid, to fatisfy our minds of Ins intentions to 
fend us under a fafe conduct to Cairo, when he received the 
fhsdk's fan£lion for fuch a ftep. 

FRIDAY, 22d August. 

The hakeem fent for Ibrahim at day-*break, and (bunded him 
refpeding the valuables in our poiTeflion, which might be worth 
his acceptance. We have akeady promifed to fend him a rem- 
nant of farcad-doth, and fome India goods, on our arrival at 
Cidro, by the return of the guard which he is to give us for our 
prote^on. But the niuivc di^fition of thefe people renders 
them fbfpicious of the profeflions of others. He> who does not 
hold himfelf bound by a promife^ wiU not give another credit 
for the performance of one, which may be broken with im- 
pumty. The hakeem, therefore, wants to abfolve us of this 
diftant obligation, provided we come down immediately with 
Something of equal value. Generous man ! how he confults the 
interefts of men immediately under his protedHon I What hu- 
mane endeavors he daily exerts to render juftice to diftrefled 
ftrangers, whom he came here profefTedly to confole and to re-» 
lifive 1 Two of the gang who were leagued againfl: us, have been 
twice brought before him. The vizier has been as often fum- 
moned to his tribunal. Examinations have been taken of the 
fiafts; but as the atcufers and the culprits have never been 
brought together, nothing is likely to enfue from this extraordi- 
nary mode of trial, that can tend to the recovery of our property, or 
the puniihment of the offenders. Smaller crimes, however, are 
corredred with feverity, when they are offered to Muffulmen ; 
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an inftance of which occurred to-day befofe our door. A Chrif- 
tian and an Arabian were convided before the hakeem, of fteal- 
ing a fmall quantity of filver plate from a carayanfera; This 
a6t of delinquency was punifhed by a fevere baftinado on the 
ibles of the feet^ which we underftand is the general method of 
corre6tion. 

This being the Mahometan fabbath, the hakeem went in great 
flate to the mofque. But the furniture of his horfe was not of a 
piece with the difplay he meant to make. It was very antique, 
and confiderably the worfe for wear. Neither did his beaft do 
much credit to his keeping. The horfes in Upper Egypt feem 
to labour in common under this negleft. They are very 
fprightly animals, though of a fmall fize ; and yet they cut no 
figure, where corn and fugar-canes are in great plenty ; which 
muft be attributed cither to the unfkilfulnefs of the groom, or 
the penury of the owner. Indeed, provifions of all kinds are fo 
cheap in this country, that the natives live well, for little or no- 
thing. We, who necefiarily pay for things at double rates, pro- 
vide for a family of ten or twelve people, at the moderate expence 
of one dollar and a half, or feven (hillings per diem. In this are 
included fruits of various kinds, of which we eat fo heartily, 
that they often conftitute a quarter part of the coft. Bread is at 
leaft thrice as cheap as in England, and fine mutton fells ufually 
at two pence per pound. But what avails the plenty that reigns 
here, when freedom has fled the land, and taken up her abode in 
northern climes ? Infecure in the enjoyment of their property, 
which is the fport of every inteftine commotion, the natives ra- 
ther drawl out a life of uncertain tenure, than exifl with the fpi- 
rit of human creatures. 

A fervant belonging to our houfe brought me a piece of cop- 
per money, which I immediately knew to be Roman. On 
xny giving him a fdver dewanny for it, value a halfpenny, he 
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produced three others, all Roman coins, and found, a^ he tells 
me, among fome ruins here. To fpur his aftivity in procuring 
me more, I gave him two dewannies apiece for the reft, with which 
he Teemed much delighted. I can only regret the critical fitua^ 
tion we are in^ which prevents our beating up an ample field, 
that undoubtedly abounds in every fpecies of antique rarities* 

SATURDAY, 23d August. 


The qyonda$k hakeem fent for Ibrahim early this moraing^ and 
propofed my accompanying him to the fhaik this evening* .Wc 
very readily clofed with this fcheme, and feiit our compliments 
to the hakeem^ defiring his permii&on to go. This was a requeft 
which he could not flatly refufe ; but Ibrahim fays he appear-^ 
ed much chagrined that we would not truft to the ktter he had 
fent, and to which he daily expe£fced a favorable , anfwer. We 
aref o tired out with evafions, that any date feems preferable to 
that we are in ; and I have accordingly prepared myfdf to em- 
bark with the quondam hakeem and Ibrahim for the fhaik's court 
at fun-fet. 

While we were at breakfaft, ^we had a vifit from the Turk^ who 
was accompanied by a friend that is likewife going to Cairo. He 
opened to us a defign which we much approved of, and doubt not ' 
to bring it to bear, in cafe of the ihaik'$ permiiiion. He tells us 
there is a boat ready to fail for Cairo, on which we may embark 
at my return, provided we are willing to give their paffage to fome 
camel-drivers, who are waiting for a conveyance to Cairo. He 
is acquainted with a company of thefe people, who want to tranf* 
port their coffee thither. They will fave us the expence of a 
guard, as every man carries a matchlock, and> in defence of his 
property, will form the beft protection we can defirc for our boat» 
We efteem ourfelves very lucky in having found an advifer, whofe 
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mtcreft will prompt him to be fincereit and whofe journey depends 
Hpon our fuccefs, 

Ihada meflage about eleven O'clock, to prepare for my voyage 
immediately after dinner. This meal is ferved up at noon in this 
country, and we were in the height of it, when Ibrahim was fcnt 
for by the hakeem; We did not like this fummons^ and were the. 
Ibfs furprized, when v/e learnt that the hakeem diffuaded us.from^ 
going to the fhaik. This he did, under the.pretence of the trouble- 
it would give me, and the little confequence a vifit would be of,, 
unfurnifhed as we w«re, with a prefent to fmoodi the introduce 
tion of our fuit. To this we- replied, that nothing could be ac- 
counted a trouble which would ef&fl our departure ; and in re* 
fpeft to the want of a prefent, the gentleman* who went, propofed 
to lay the paper, whick contained our loffes here, at^the fhaik"^ 
feet ; and to requeft him to recover the whole for his own ufe; 
And that this could not be confidered as a trifling gift, which 
amounted at leaft to 1,200 :dollai:s. But he was deaf to thefe ar-^ 
guments s> and at length told us he would write again by* his pre- 
decefTor in officej urging an order for our fafe conduft to Cairo^ 
But that he could not admit of my vifiting the fhaik, and fallings 
into a thoufand difEculties, from an inability to fatisfy the de-- 
mands of the (haik's fecretaries and domeftics^ There was fome 
fliew of reafon in this remonftrance. We were well ^acquainted witiv 
their craving difpofition ; and though we had money enough to 
have {battered . among them,, our fituation is fo precarious, that 
we dare not pretend>to it. The fa6l is, we. are in his power,. and 
cannot a£l contrary, to. his, inclination. We. therefore fubmitted 
with a good.gracci and fent Ibrahim to the qiuandamhaktem^ to 
remind, him of our ftory, and to befpeak his influence with, the 
fiiaik in. our behalf. Ibrahim attended him to the boat, and 
brought us back aflurances of his utmoft fervices, which the poor 
man delivered with tears in his eyes. This is too uncommon. an ; 
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e^reflion of fincerity among the Arabs» to make us fufpicious of 
its not coming from the heart ♦. 

We walked to the caravanfera in the evenings to acquaint the 
Turk of our difappcnntment, and to tender him camels for the 
conveyance of his coffee^ (hould the fhaik think it fafer for us to 
^o by land. He received the offer with gratitude ; but ftill gives 
us hopes of hearing better news concerning the troubles on. the 
river. 


SUNDAY, 24th August. 

The Turk came to us this morning, with a face full of fome*- 
thiiig important. After the firft cup of coffee, he delivered him- 
felf of his burthen, which was at all events to diflfuade us from 
going by land. He told us, that he propofed fetting off in a few 
days for Jirje, to wait till the river was clear, and preffed us much 
to accompany him. We were rather flartled at this propofition, 
after what had paffed between us the night before ; and, willing 
to know his fentiments fully on the matter, we repeated our in- 
tention to proceed by land, in cafe the paflTage by the Nile (hould 
remain ftill perilous. Now it was that we learnt the de^erate 
fituation we were reduced to. The dangers which encompaflled us^ 
appeared in their proper colors, and required not the touches of 
art to give them a formidable appearance. Armies of contending 
parties obftrufted our progrefs by water 5 and a hsnd of robbers 
threatened to purfue our footfteps by land. In fhort, we difco- 
vered that this Turk was tender of the charaders of Muffulmen, 
until he began to fufpeft we fhould fuffer by their treachery. 
He therefore informed us in confidence, that we fhould be mad- 

* Thus were all my hopes of viewing the antiquities of Luxor and Thebes, dafh« 
cd in a moment, by the caprice of a Have, who is become our mafter, and detains 
me from accompanying this Arab to the fliaik, who is in that neighborhood. 
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men t6 truft our&lves over the defarts of Thtfbds^' wh^ our <k--» 
parture could not be kept a fecret. That, allowing the hakeem fa> 
be fincere, and that he difpatched us agreeably to the ihaik*s or- 
der, there would not be wanting rogues in this town, who, con- 
fident of our carrying away money and jewels with us, would fe* 
cretly colleft thirty or forty light camels, and although we had 
got two days ftart of them, might eafily overtake, plunder, and 
Miurder our whole body. To illuftrate this obfervation, he re- 
lated to us a ftory of a Turkifli gentleman of his acquaintance, 
who was treated in this manner about two years ago, in a jour- 
ney from Cofire to Ghinnah. A report univerfally prevjuled, as in 
DUT cafe, that he was poilefred of great wealth, and he was fol- 
lowed by a iele£fc band into the defart, and furprized while he was. 
taking ibme refrefhment beneath a thorn-tree. His party was 
too weak to refift the robbers ; and the Turk was ihot through 
the head at the firA onfet. This anecdote naturally led him to 
refle£t on our late fituation, which had been fo fimilai* to the un- 
fortunate traveller's^ and tocongratulate us on the iflue, which had 
.been fo different. He was afcertained that the fame fate had been 
intended us, from which we had efcaped by a iingle intervention* 
ef Providence. On the other hand, our friend pointed out the* 
probability of our fhjunning the dangers of the river, by the tak- 
ing refi^ge in any town we might be near, on an alarm of enemies ;, 
not to add the chance of fleering cleai' of tliem by night, and our 
ability, in a ftout boat, to make a manful sefiftance againft aa 
hoilile attack. We were quickly convinced of the propriety of 
this advice ; and it is refoLve^ that we w^ for the (haik's<anfwer 
refpe^ng om* departure. Should it fo happen that he dired): our 
being fent by land, vic are to inform the hakeem that we are con- 
tent to run all rifles^ by water, rather than encounter the fatiguea> 
of another camel-joumey : And, moreover, that our purfes wiU 
not afford the expence of it.. Inthe mean time^, the Tiirkis to fe- 
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€XLte: a. boat, and to hold k in readinefs for xis^.: This is a plan: 
wiiich has been jreared on the mod: plaufihle foundation, but, 
fike thereflrof our airy fchemes, may be demoliflied by the changes 
of &e morrow. 

I know not whether I fhould lament or rejpice at my not be^ 
ing poSkBcd of the true fpirit of virtUr which, overlooking all 
cyfaftades and perils,, leads the pofTefror to hazard every thing for 
die aapiifition of an antique medal x>r feal* Were I one of the: 
number whom Pope fays, , ** iighs for an Qtho, and negle£ts his, 
J^ride," I might indeed add to the lift of t^ curiofities which. I 
Jfeave pkked-up, but at die fame time endanger oair very liberties,, 
by aihew of enquiry into the finalleft matters. To procure thefe 
Kliques, money: muft be produced, the mere rumor of which' 
might : a waken the avarice of the people, at whofe difpofal we 
iie* XheJe rofledions were fuggefted Ky a prefent,, which I ne^ 
€dved this evening from one of the Chriftians, of feals taken 
up both here and at antient Thebes. The impreffions, it muft 
be confeft,; difcovec no great elegance in the engraving. But thdr 
antiquity is not to be doubted, fix)m. the^ remotenefs of die quar-^ 
ter in which they wiere found*. 

M O N B A y, 25th August,. 

NiBWS is at. length arrived of the death* of the merchant Maho^ 
met at'Cofice; The perfons who communicated it to us, had 
the confidence to warn us <^ going abroad immediately, left the 
i:clations of the deceafed fhould revenge themfelves upon us, whofe 
money they confider to have been the caufe of his murder. A 
pretty inference, truly !; worthy of the fubtle intelledts o£ this, di- 
abolical tribe I- But whether the danger exifts or not, we intend: 

make a^ plea of it to the hakeem, to haften our departure, as; 

do of the murder itfelf, to excufe our going, by lan4. Indeed^. 

when 
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when jye are afcertained of the villainy of the Arabs^ who are law* 
lefs enough to take away a MuiTulman's life in the middle of a cara- 
van, what fecurity can be given to Chriftians, for their fafety with 
a fmall body ? Our Turk paid us a morning vifit amid thefe deter- 
minationst and again confirmed us in them. He propofes our 
getting away te Jirje as foon as poflible, and remaining there, until 
an opportunity offers to convey ourfelves to Cairo. He defcribes 
Jirje to be a large and well-xegulated city ; where we may keep 
ourfelves private in a caravaniera^ and be two days nearer the 
capital, to obtain intelligence. We are too tired of the oppreffion 
and deceit of the people of Ghinnah, not to wifh eameilly for a 
change of the fcene ; which^ at any rate, cannot prove \t& 
agreeable and eli^ble to us. 

The fall of villainy occafions as great lamentations in this 
town, as would the demife of integrity in an honeft land. The 
tragedy which was lately a6led near Cofire, gave birth to a mourn-- 
ful proceflion of females, which pafTed through the £^rent 
ilreets of Ghinnah this morning, and uttered difinal cries for the 
death jof Mahomet. In the center was a female of his family, 
who carried a naked fword in her. hand, to imitate the weapon 
by which the deceafed fell. Atfundry places the proceflion flop- 
ped, and danced around the fword, to the mufic of timbrels and 
tabors. They paufed a long time before our houfe, and fome of 
the women made threatening figns to one of our fervaats ; which 
agree with the caution we received to keep within doors. • It 
would be dangerous enough to face tHis frantic company ; whofe 
conftant clamor and extravagant geftures give them all the ap- 
pearance of the female Bacchanals of Thrace, recorded of old. 

As our Turk came up flairs this evening, he was flopped by 
dfome of the hakeem's fervants, and we were obliged to fend 
Ibrahim to obtain him admittance. The little man was much 
jicttlcd at this ufage, nor could we account for it. The buflk 
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Below ftairs had occafioned an enquiry into the caufe, and Ibra-i- 
Him was fummoned by the great man, to explain it. The Turk 
infiiled upon accompanying him, and ^returned to us very well 
fatisfied. He told the hakeem that he was aa acquaintance o£ 
long ftanding ;. was known, to our confulrat Cairo,, and purpofed. 
to attend us to that city^ We are very well pleafed that this 
matter is broken to the hakeem j who politely apolo^zed for the 
af&ont, which had. been offered to a friend of ours^ through the 
ignorance of his fervants* . 

The meannefs of this Abafliee is fhocking to a liberal mind, 
which, muft be reduced indeed to accept of the trifles which he 
greedily fblicits. He fufpefts us to be bare of money, and is 
willing to eafe us of our remaining cloaths. He even takes 
apparel which, can- be turned, to no- ufe ; and the very (heeta* 
&om^ our beds have not efcaped his rapacious hands. Daily are 
the inroads which he makes into our baggage; and we are 
content to have it reduced to a fmall compafs. Among all the 
bad qualities this fellow poffefles,. pride cannot be. included, in. 
the number*. 


T U E S D A Y, 2i6tfr Auctust; 

The times of Yambo feem to be once more revived, and our 
patience fated to be put to the fevereft proof. Three days are 
elapfed fince the laft letter went to the fhaik, and no ahfwer \B 
yet arrived. It is a myftery to all, , that no notice has been 
takeoff the various accounts, which have been tranfmitted to the 
fhaik relative to us.. He doubtlefs knows of our. detention i but 
we greatly apprehend,, that, he is ftill a flranger to the. principal 
drcumflances of our flory. Were it not for the confidence we 
repofe in the former hakeem, we fhould not expeftany orders in 
our favor^ until the (haik's. return, which every one fays is near 
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at hand. , This morning we faw his nephew pafs towards the ri- 
ver, where he embarks in a boat to meet the fhaik. Four or five 
hours of a fair wind, will carry him to the place to which his 
uncle has lately moved. - . i 

We had a long vifit from the hakeem this forenbbn. He tells 
ts that advices came yefterday from Cairo, which afford hopes 
that a ftrong force will foon be fent up the river, to clear it of 
Ibrahim Beg's parties. A large detachment of Ifriiaul Beg*s ar- 
my has fecured an important pofl: about fifty miles below Jiije i 
fo that the communicjition is open froni tiience to Cairo; and 
Muftapha Beg's gallies are thereby detained at Jirje. A very 
fliort interval may occafion a revolution in matters ; and the re- 
bels who obftru6l our progrefs, may be driven back to the upper 
parts of the Nile. We dfo find that Ifmaul Beg, by thefc ad- 
vices, has invefted the Shaik Ul Arab with the fovereignty of fi)ur 
more provinces of Upper Egypt. A refined ftroke of policy in the 
Bey, to confirm him in the intereft of the government ; and to 
oblige him to defend thefe very pro\'inces againft the ftigitive 
chiefs, who might acquire a fupply of men and money from the 
conqueft of them. 

In the courfe of our cohverfation with the hiakeem, we dif- 
covered his predileftion to our going by land. On our pointing out 
the obftacles which might deter us from fuch an undertaking, he 
endeavored to obviate them, by the ftrongeft affurances of his 
Tare and proteflion. He went fo far as to declare, that on our 
letting out for Cairo, he would feize upon Ally and the fellows 
Who had robbed us, and detain them in cuftody until ouf^afety 
was known. That he would alfo affix chops or feals, upon the 
♦varehoufe- doors of the camel-drivers, until they returned with 
the intelligence of our arrival at Cairo. Thefe promifes are encou- 
raging enough, and might induce us to venture at laft upon ca- 
mels, if an example were made of the rogues who plundered us, 
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to deter others from attempting the like. The camel-drivers who 
went with the company of Turks to Cairo, are expefted back in 
four or five days. They will, perhaps, bring us an anfwer from 
Mr. Baldwin, and we have the good fortune to be furniftied, by 
his means, with a recommendation to the fhaik from Ifmaul Beg. 
But there is little chance of our being obliged to determine on this 
point, during the abfence of the Ihaik. The government is likely 
to reap no little advantage from our coming here. The murdei- 
^of Mahomet has given it a pretence, to fecure the property of the 
camel-drivers belonging to that caravan. We faw a fecretary pafs 
by with a party of foldiers this afternoon, and were told, that he 
had been affixing chops to the different warehoufes of their cara- 
vanfera, which cont^ned coffee to a confiderable amount. This 
would partly go towards fatisfying the fiapiily of the deceafed^ but 
the moft confiderable portion be confifcated to government. 

I went up to the top of our houfe in the evening, to obfcrve 
the progrefs of the inundations of the Nile. The frcfhes now are 
at the greatefl: height ; and there appeared a prodigious alteration 
in the fcene fince my lafl view of it. The waters are fpread to 
the very extremities of the town. The flream is greatly agitated 
and difcolored, and runs down with the force of an headlong 
torrent. 

r 

W E DN E S DAY, 27th August. 

I -was awakened before day-break by the fame troop of women, 
which pafied our houfe the other day in honor to the memory of 
Mahomet. Their difinal cries foited well with the lonely hour of 
the night : and I underftand that this relic of the Grecian cuftom 
lafts for the ipace of feven day« } (hiring wluch interval the female 
relations of the dcceafed make a tour through the town, morning 
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and night, beating their breads, throwing aflies^ on their heads, 
and difplaying every artificial token of forrow. 

• The general rumor of the town is, that the Ihaik will be hen? 
to-morrow. Some of his domeftics are arrived, which in a man- 
ner confirms it. It is time for us to be relieved from the reftraint 
we are under, as every hour teems with the danger of difcoveries. 
From the frequent infpeflion of our baggage, we ftill hold it ex- 
pedient to carry our money and valuables about us. Befides the 
irkibmenefs of fuch a charge, accidental occurrences have often 
brought us to the brink of betraying it : and more than once, to 
my great confufion, has the hakeem himfelf fate down fo clofe to 
the place where my watch has been concealed, that he muft infal- 
libly have heard it going, had we not ftrained all our invention to 
engage his attention. God grant that the {haik was once come 
among us ! when the worft which can happen will be, that we 
ihall know the utmoft malice of our fate. 

We took a walk this evening along the banks of the Nile, to 

fee the revolution of things in that quartfer. The deluge extends 

' itfelf daily on every fide } and we remarked hiafty places wliere 

the river has formeriy made inroads into the town itfelf. ' A face 

• of bufinefs difFufes itfelf around the country. The hufbandmen 
have prepared their grounds for the reception of the manure, 
which the floods will leave upon them* Nature affifts them in 
a point, the moft laborious and tKpcnfvre to t&e farmer in other 
* countries ; and to this account tlie cheapnefs of grain may be 
imputed in Upper Egyfft, more than to the quantity which the 
land produces, which is only cultivated on the banks of theNile^ 
When the wateirs retire, the feed is Immediately fown^ tuid a 

* Tile author thdfl except the kingdom of Bengal, which is waiteici by tfal^t 
tuihlt river the Ganges ^ whofe'operatioBs amd eSeAs bear am infiniate refemblance 
to thofe of the Nile* 
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cr9P Wi roagfil w^tkjij th? ^ort fpace of four months. The moft 
aflopiihing Uidance of the quicknefs of vegetation that the world 
tan afford. As we had encountered fome intelligent fellows on 
the road, I enquired into fome of the natural curiofities, which 
hlaye fo long diftinguifhed this region, I learn that the oftrich is 
too comipaon, to he much regarded by the natives. That the 
crocodile is a raoft; formidable tenant of the Nile, and held iii 
great dread by thci fifliermen j one of whom told us, that he 
was pr^fcnt' at tlie 4^th of a crocodile a (hort time ago, in 
whoie belly yver^ fqund the gold rings and ornaments of a 
dan-cing-girl, who was devoured by tiie monfter, as fhe was bath- 
ing in t|ie river. The hippopotamus, or river-horfe, is like wife 
yet, thaugh rarely, met with, between this place and Jirje. I have 
anjexa^irefemb^a^e of him in an antique feal which came from 
the ruins. of Xhjskes; but I mufl add, that he i& often found to 
l>e twelve feet and ^ipwards in length. His fkin is fo hard as to 
refift a muiket-ball ; and he is fo cunning, as feldom or never to 
he feen afliore, by day-light. Among the various reafons that 
induce my prejferring to travel by water, the defire of beholding 
Xliis rare produ<ft;on of nature, is not the leaft cogent : and I 
cannot but anticipate the gratifications which are in ftore for us, 
whenever I meditate on a voyage down tlie Nile, difturbed as it 
>s by t|xe commotions of war. 

THURSDAY, 28th August. 

• 

The morning was ufhered in' by the arrival of a great man, 
who came immediately to our houfe, accompanied by the ha- 
keem, who went to the river- fide to receive him. He is a Turk, 
and was lately governor of Ghofe, a town fome hours diftant 
up the Nile, from whence he was removed on the revolution at 
Cairo. He is going by land to that city, and on hearing of our 
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fituation, very politely fent a meflage to requeft the favor of our 
company. A better opportunity could not have offered itfelf 
for our proceeding by this route ; and we muft undoubtedly 
avail ourfelves of it, if no good intelligence reach us touching the 
paffage by water, before the Ihaik's return, which this Turk af- 
fures us will be to-morrow evening, or the next morning at fur- 
theft. It will be with the utmoft regret, that we forego the 
verdant profpefts, the romantic fcenes, which the banks of the 
Nite abound with, to traverfe ftony vallies aid a dreary wafte;. 
We cannot with any degree of patience, compare the eaie and 
convenience of a boat, to the labor, fatigue, and heat we flidl 
experience, in journeying upon camels. But fo hearty its our 
averfion to the people we are among, fo wearied out are we with 
the delays we have met with, that we are ready to encounter the 
horrors of theMefart, provided we- encounter them under a fafe 
conduft, rather than* remain here a week longer, to wait the 
iflue of the difputes upon the river. — But-our refolutions are the 
Iport of fortune, and catch their hue from the afpeft of the day. 
It is with fome concern, that we fhall feparate ourfelves from 
our little Turkifti acquaintance, whofe good-humor and atten- 
tion have greatly preferred him in our efteem. But it would be 
folly to rqeft the protection of this great man, who travels with 
a ftrong guard, for the uncertain and dangerous profpe£): of get^ 
ting down by water. 

We were warmly folicited by the hakeem to-day, for various 
articles,, which he had overlooked before. This is a ftrong inti- 
mation that his mafter is at handv to deliver us at leaft from his 
importunities. 
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FRIDAY, 29th August. 

A wdman came to our docjr to-day, who ufed to aik charitf 
of us at Cofire. She is juft arrived with the cai'aran, and brings 
fome (hocking accounts touching the death of Mahomet. It ap- 
pears, that he was left in the defart by the villains wha aiTaulted 
him, and remained there three days without any afliftance what- 
ever, when he was accidentally taken up by>a party of a few 
camels, and carried to Cofire»> There he lingered three. days more; 
ere death relieved him from the pains he endured. ThetoFtures 
which were referved for this poor wretch, from the rankling of 
his many wounds, are really afFefting to humanity; but the 
horpDrs which nruft have haunted his confcience in this dread- 
ful mterval, are too formidable to conceive. The deceit which 
he had praftifed towards ftrangers, the breach of hofpitaUty be- 
neath his own roof, and the pei^uries that he had committed m 
the prefence c^ a juft God^ muft inthofe moments have recur- 
red with double force to his imagination, and ftruck him with a 
full conviction of his guilt. Even the Arabs themselves, who 
are feldom reftrained from evil from the contemplation of a fu- 
ture ftate,. acknowledge the interpofition of the divine hand in 
the fate of this man. Unhappy vi<Stim of. prejudice and paffion ! 
may thy fins have been expiated by the anguifh of thy ejcit ! And 
may the eternal pardon which is promifed to repentance,, meet 
thee as- fully, as what I beftow upon thy offence ! 

Our hopes of going in company with the Turkifh officer, 
are cut off as foon as formed. He purpofes fetting out this 
night, and we are immoveably fixed here, until the prefence of 
the fhaik breaks the fpell. We cannot but fecretly reproach the 
hakeem for this difappointment. Had he permitted of my em- 
bafTy to the fhaik, diere is little doubt but we fhould have obn 
' i tainei' 
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tained permiflion to accompany this Turk to Cairo. But wc 
have not been wanting to.ofFeiSl.tbe utmoft. We have written a 
fourth letter to Mr. Baldwin, ftating our uncomfortable fitua- 
tion ; which we "have conjmltted ^the cafe of qnp o£^ Turk's 
domeitics, through the means of Ibrahiin. : . 

The Turk and his jiarty departed at midnight, which we ob-t 
ferved from our windowls, th^t, almoft face his lodgings. He had 
givjSn out that he fhould not go iintil the morning. Theft j>re- 
cautions wti» taken by the fonner travellers who went .by I^ndj 
to deceive, we^ {>refume, the thieves who lurk in X\n$ neigh? 
torhood. • , • 

SATURDAY, 30th August. 
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We had fcarccly breakfailed. this morningi whon. ffejyice qamfe 
of the long-expedled approach of the Shaik Ul Arab. . We imr 
mediately went to the top of our houfe, to fee the ceremony of 
his landing. We had hitherto rcftrained our joy at an event, 
which was too defirable to be. credited, without the evidence of 
our fcnfes. The reader may judge therefore of dur emoticois, 
when we beheld a large fleet of boats, falling down with tlie 
fireaih. We found the ihaik to be in the headmofl, from the 
.pendant and enfign which were difplayed on board; and he 
foon entered the creek, which is a Ibelter, for boats from the 
violence of the frefhes, both fides of which were lined with 
people to receive him. But by the ftrength of the current his 
boat was forced upon a bank, mid- way in the creek, and.nqt 
without great difficulty, difengaged. Tl>e watermen on the Nile 
do not feem to underftand their bufinefs, like their fraternity on 
the Thames ; or they would not have left their monarch fo long 
in perplexity. Several ropes gave way in drawing the boat from 
the bank ; and two hours elapfed before fhe was brought to the 
landing.place, thougli affifted by fome hundreds of people. 

It 
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It was !p]j([afant <;ii^ugh to bebcdld the terraces crowned witli 
vromen^ on this occafion* Their keepers were probably abroad, 
to pay their compliments to the (haik, while the birds flew to 
the tops of their cages, to taft^ of the mpraentary fweets of li*- 
b^rty. I neye^Tff^ fo nymeraus a ftuew of fenjiales, fbme of 
whom, in -our npgbborhoodj pi-oclaimed themfelves proficient? 
in the arts of coquftry, by withdrawing their vails to attrafl: 
our notice, and dropping them again, when our eyes were fixed 
upon their fapes., Many were the falutations we received fi-om 
tfae{e good-natured creatures j whofe freedom of behavior to us^ 
I attribute to thp rigid «>»finement in which they are kept. Ktr 
Ar^t is the bane of modefty in female bofoms ; and I will ven- 
ture to fay, that there are mpre women of looft inclinations in 
the Turkifli dominions^ th^. in all Europe b^e. So juft is the 
advice of our countryman Prior.^in regard to our tixatmeitt pfa 
fair companion : ; 
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*' Be to her faults a little blind,. 
Be to her ;\[ii;tues very -kind ; 
Let all her ways l^ unconfin'.d. 
And clap your padlock xm her mind !"^ 

At four o'clock we ^^e JTvw^ntioped to^^ the prefence of the 
Xhaik, whom we found alone in *a lower ^artment of his p^alace,. 
We werermuch elevated by his arrival^ and p«rhaps^ could not have 
speared to better cid vantage before our proteftor ; whofe cordial 
.reception o£ us beipaaks him to be fuch,. in the truefl &nfe o£ 
the ^w;o£d^. ]^e feared, us on the fame carpet with himie^*,. and 
tjafter {a.fcp. »pypiimfi»ts, which were interpreted to us by Ibra- 
him,, he-dire^d co^ee *and fruit to be placed before us. Here 
for the firft time we faw grapes^ which were very fine, and a pe- 
xulffr Jate^,*whi<fh furpaffes every thing of the kind I ever met 

with. 
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witli. While we were partaking of this repaft, I had le^re to 
take a full view of the fliaik, and cannot rcfift the indindtion of 
introducing a charafter to the reader, of which I flatter mjrfclf 
he will have reafon to be enamored hereafter. 

Ifman Abu Ally, the great ihaik of the Arabs— for fuch we 
would render the Shaik Ul Arab — is a fliort fat man, of about 
five feet two inches high, and turned, as we learn, of feventy- 
five. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fair; but 
what at once gives him a Angular and more youthful look, his 
beard, which is very bufliy, is colored of a bright ydlow. This 
exterior may not feem the moft promifing, and might create diA 
tafte, if the benevolence that beams from his countenance, were 
not foremoft to fecure the heart of the beholder. Neither can 
the fhrillnefs of his voice, which is harfti artd diflonant, deftroy 
the beauty of the fentiments, which it is infufficiehtly made ufe 
of to convey ; as the elegance of the words may fometimes atone 
for the demerits of a tune. He is fl:ill aftive, for a man of his 
fize and age; and his fpirits art {x!> good, that were it not for 
the ravage which time has made among his teeth, he might pais 
for a younger man by twenty years at leaft. Except the viziers 
of Yambo and Ghinnah, whom we had found to be villains by 
fad experience, we had hitherto dealt with the drofs of the na- 
tion. It was referved for this moment, for us to meet with the 
polite gentleman and the honeft man, comprized in the perfon 
lA^ere they ought to be found, in the reprefentative of his 
^people. Happy the fubjeft of a virtuous land, who at once po(^ 
feffes and imitates fo rare an example ! But how funk in the 
abyfs of infamy are the race, who wholly deviate 'from the flan- 
dard ef reftitude ; and though daily reproadied by riie life of 
their monardi, are not to be reclaimed by the tone of autiiority, 
or tlie elocution of aftive virtue ! 

r 

We tad quickly caufe to find, that wehad not given theihaik 
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too much credit for his integrity. His impatience to acquit him^ 
felf in our opinion^ . of any connivance at the conduft of his 
fervants, could fcarcely be reftrained by the forms of civility, 
which precluded bufmefs during our repaft. But no fooner was 
it ended, than he ftiifted the converfation, and came direftly to 
the point which we were fb much concerned in. He lamented 
the treatment which we had undergone, and which could only 
liave happened in his abfence ; -and he vehemently reprobated 
the behavioi' of his officers, which he was determined to punifti 
in the moft exemplary manner. After a few leading queftions, 
which tended to confirm the report that had been made to him 
touching our (lory, he profelTcd, that his return to Ghinnah 
had been haftened on^ our account. That he had come pur- 
pofely to do us ftrift juftice on our perfecutors, and to difpatch 
us under a fafe conduft to Cairo. As a proof of his fincerity, 
he ordered Ally, the brother of. the deceafed Mahomet, to be 
brought bfefore him. He had been previoufly taken into cuftody, 
and was waiting without, to be examined. With this fellow, 
cariie Sauker, one of the rogues who had aflifted to plunder us, 
and.who of his own accord, produced the things which had fallen 
to his {hare, in the divifion of the fpoils. He laid them at the 
fliaik's feet ; and with the greateft efFronteiy declared, that he 
had taken them, only to fecure them from the ^ thieves of the 
houfe: and that his truth might be deduced from his care 
of our property. Though his offence was palpable, this ftep 
was'fufficient to fkreen him from puailhment in a country, 
where retribution is all that is required .by the profecutor, and 
where juftice is generally to be appe^fed by pecuniary fines. But 
the i!l-advifed Ally did not efcape in this manner. He boldly 
denied having robbed us of money or valuables, and was loudly 
exclaiming at the injuftice of the accufation, when the fhaik 
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I^fed his roice, and a dozen Abyflinian flaves fuddenly feized on 
the culprit, and hurried him out of the room. We were in pain 
for the fellow, and were meditating on the confequences of his 
arrefl, when he was brought into our prefence again, bound hand 
and foot, with a chain about his neck, by which he was held. 
He was on the point of receiving the baftinado on his knees, 
vdien he confefied the charge, and promifed to return. all that he 
had taken from us. The fhaik was inclined to infli£t the pu* 
tiifhment on him ; but by the interpofition of thofe about him» 
in which wc joined, he remitted it for the prefent ; and directed 
Ally to be led home, that he might produce the goods. Our 
triumph was complete. One of our antient enemies had atoned 
for his crime, in a manner that outwent the moft fanguine idea 
of revenge. The other was humbled at our feet. He furvived 
indeed : but it Was only to abafe himfelf before us, and to de- 
pend upon our moderation for his fecurity ! 

In about half an hour Ally returned, and product a few dP 
the leaft valuable articles. He eameftly requeftediintil the mom* 
ing to deliver up the reft, and to repay us the money that he had 
cheated us out of. This was granted him at our defire, and the 
prifbner ccmimitted to his own hou&, under the cuftody of ^ 
ftrong guard. 

Several of the fhaik's courtiers had come hi during this exami- 
nation, among whom were his nephew and the quondam hakeem* 
We found the latter was in difgrace, and endeavored to make Ins 
peace, by exprefflng to his mafter, the many obligations we lay 
under to his care of our perfons. The good old man only fhook 
his head in reply, and waved the fubjeft, by deiiring us to attend 
again at feven o'clock the next morning, when he had fummoned 
a full court of juffice to punifh our aggrefibrs. He difmifled us, 
with frelh affurances of his proteftioni and, as an earneft of what 
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we might txptS:, he duieftod our ferviUtCs to carry home die i«-r 
covered goods in triwnph before us. 

S U N D AY, 31ft August. 

* « 

We breakfafted betimes^ «nd at iibven o^clock went to the (haik'd 
lioufe« The court were already. ^IT^inbled in an Open ^ot before 
the houfe, which was^ (haded by an high wall from^ the morning 
fun* Here we found the ihidk encompaiicd by his great meui 
with a number ofibldieiB and attcn^nts atibme^di^aoce in their 
front« Carpets were> fpnaod in the u^teiiptiwdiat^ ^^pace. f9t our r^ 
ceptioai. Here wie featisd ourfeLve^^fter makii^ our obei&nce 
to the fhaik^ and waited in fiknce ti^ ifiiie: of the trials Next to 
the fhaik's right hand was placed his n«{ihew,.aiidi as we under* 
fiandt his declared XuiKrOlforipi thf fpVQnw^t. . . He w a oraiely 
and good-humored lodiing inan> Sftiph^ "thirty and 

forty yetfs of ages^ and by hiis b^avietr^ttappe^d |9( be kb our 
enemy thmt any othw of his uncle's coun^eilor^^ So tmhappy is 
tMs upright aivl luiipane prince in the lotof hw fervaats/ > 1 

Juft before we dune in» the cu^i^it^ i^Uy had undeq^n^ 4 Jfibvore 
baftinadot on ag^9 proving xcfradory |. rand thevhaki^epi WM/etit 
to fearch his houie for the ftolen goods. This occafionsd^a pauiCi 
in the pflx:eedin^> which wasinterruptedby the fiadden appear- 
ance of the vizier, who^ to our great aftonifliment, took a feat 
which was vacant next to the flMih's, nephew^. This ooi^fidence 
was unexpected, and^fiUed visvn%h'\fBdk,inf^^ of Ac 

event of our futt. But our doubts wereof .ihort eontinuance. He 
had entered unregarded by his mafter, apd was talking with great 
eafe to tkofe about him, when the i&aik tumed^aboutt and in a fo*- 
lemn tone, aiked him for the fhauls and tlungSi, which he had re- 
ceived from the Englifh gentlemen. The whole frame of this gay 
courtier was evidently difcompofed by this queftion« He had pro- 
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bably laid his account with our fappreffing the part he had taken 
againft us, after the high hand with which he had once flopped the 
accufation of Abdul Ruflar, and was unprepared with an evafion. 
His countenance inftantly was difrobed of its pleafantiy ; his 
limbs trembled, and his tongue faltered in framing a reply, the 
fiibftance of which was, that he was a ftranger to the matter with 
which he was charged. We were afhamed of the meannefs of a 
man of his rank, but the wrath of the fhaik was wound up to 
the higheft pitch at the hearing of this falfehood. He was con- 
firmed of the guilt from the fymptoms which the offender difplay* 
ed ; and without calling any frefti evidence to corroborate it, he 
{proceeded to decide. But he could hardly find utterance for his 
orders, which were to arreft and flog the vizier immediately. A 
number of flaves ftarted from the croud, to execute the pleafure 
of their lord. The aflonifhed minifl:er could not believe hi$ ears, 
and woiild fain have perfuaded himfelf that the affair was a jeft. 
He was prefently convinced of his miftake. The officers of juf- 
tice laid violent hands upon his perfon, tumbled him from his 
proud feat, and in a rude manner hurried him away, in fpite of his 
outcries and fruitlefs refiftance. This behavior ferved only to 
exafperate the fhaik. His eyes flafhed with the honefl indigna- 
tion which lighted his bofom ; his ftrength could fcarcely fupport 
the agitations of his mind ; and after fome effort, he raifed him* 
ielf from his carpet, and repeated his commands in a voice^ that 
ftrucfc terror into the breafls of all prefcnt. He was immediately 
furroimded by a croud of his courtiers, who kiffed his hands, em- 
braced his knees, and interceded with him for the pardon of the 
vizier. Thefe nobles took no fhare in the paifions of their monarch, 
and vrere only attentive to exculpate one of their body, though at 
the expence of honor and juftice. 

Imuflownthat I was concerned at the fearful fituation of a man, 
who had never been guilty of any actual violence towards us, and 
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whofe greateft trefpais.was the receipt of pr:Qi9nts; oii his. afiq* 
ranees of proteftion, when he permitted, of our being plundered by 
our inhofpitable hoft and his adherents*. Thefe, however, were 
crimes of the deepeft dye, in the ^es of the gpp4 Qld.fhaik. When 
we direfted Ibrahim to plead, for the inoffenfive conduft of the yU 
zier towards us, he would not bear of any apology for a villain, 
who had fo little the honor of his coqntry at heart, as to. injure 
itsxharadler by winking at the maltreatment of ftrangers. He 
could the lefs overlook it in a fervant of his own, and added,, that 
it was at our ihftance only, he would remit the puni(hraent due to 
his enoimity. The mortification neverthelefs was refeived for the 
vizier, that he fhould be brought before us, difarrayed of his gay 
apparel, his hands bound behind ihim,, and a chain fattened about 
his neck. In this mifcribk plighti he was told of the obligation 
he wai under to/oiir generoii^s applka^on; and led home by a 
guardi to produce his UKgOjtten acqqifition, as his only hope of 
fafety. We obferved a geni^r^l murmiv an>ong the grandees, at 
the compliment which was paid us on^ this occafiqn. [The dif- 
j^race ofoiie of their body qxcUed no fri^endly fentiwents towards 
US; and riot a few menacing looks werer:throwi> upon us from 
the circle. On the other hand,. the fhaik harangued them in a fen- 
fible arid pathetic fpeech,; on the honor of their nation . He caft 
the moft juft and fevere reproaches on the char^fter of the abfent 
minifter, and warned them in future, againft fuch inhuman 
pradlices towards Chriftians and ftrangers. He then turned to 
us with the kindeft afpeft, and re-afTured us of his prote6lion. He 
thanked us for the confidence which we had repofed in him, in 
venturing through a country, fo remote and unknown ; and la- 
mentoi anew, that his abfdnce from his capital had given room 
for our repenting, the; experiment. He fuppofed that no fociety, 
however enlightened, was free from the clafs of reptiles by which 
we had fuffered j ; and the law provided a juft retaliation for the 
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offeneei Btit lie attribute the comihiffion of did ofience to the 
liegleft of the hakeem of Ghinnah, vihx> had Numbered like an 
uiiwarf cwitinel on his duty. For this he had been difchai^. 
from his office, dild a flave of his own been fent to take care of us 
Until his arrival. All that was now wanting to complete our fa- 
tisfa^ion, was the recovery of our lofles, which he would fee cf- 
fefted; and Qur journey to Cairo, which he fwore ihould be ac* 
complifhed witliout an injury being offered to an hair of our. 
heads. 

As virtue as well as vice is magnified by comparifon, it will not 
appear extraordinary, that our encreafing regard for this great 
man began to border upon enthufiafm. . Reader I if thou art of 
the yidding kind, if. thy mould is fufceptible of tender impref-- 
iions^fay, when furrounded by a croud of homely females, did 
thy heart never beat high at the approacbi of tranfcendant beau- 
ty ? So, from the clovid of mifcreants th^X e^compafled his throne^ 
ftiot forth the glories pf the Egrptiia^ l^ng ! 5o bright, fo peer- 
lefs did he rife from the contraft. So unworthily Rationed, and 
yet fo worthy of the itation in which his birth had placed 
him i Nurfod in the lap of. ignorance and barbarifm, like another 
Peter, he: had triumphed oyec nature* Nor opinion could warp, 
nor habit, could b^d him. , He nobly fpumed the prejudices of 
education, and, without any guide, iave the impulfe of innate 
goodnefs, he feared to the fiiperior heights of virtue* She feem- 
ed the miftrcfs of his inclinations, rather than of his ele6bibn or 
interefti and, befide him, the world, may aj£^£d bat few fcibje6b 
of fuch an influence. It is true, that hifs endeavors were not 
crowned with the fiiccefs that diftiftguilhed thofe of Peter the 
Great. But Peter attended uaore to the aggtkhdizement than the 
morals of his people ; and, with all the gteat qualities of the hero, 
funk infinitely below t^e Eg(yptittn> in the ^feelings of the man. 
iTie latter was fit to have ruled over «ln tfnligbiened empire. 

While 
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While the former, after all his viftories, was, in many reipeds, 
an example unworthy of imitation ! 

Our ignorance of the Arabian language obliged us to have re- 
* courfe to our inteipreter, for an acknowledgment of thefe fa- 
vors. But at the fame time, it faved us the confufion of appear- 
ing at a lofs for a fuitable reply. We fheltered ourfelves under 
this fortunate circumftance, which, in a great meafure, left our 
patron to conceive a gratitude, which words would have but poor- 
ly exprefled. 

A meffenger now arrived with two (hauls and my crecfe, fromi 
the vizier. The other ihaul, he faid, he had parted with j and 
the piftols he had given to Ally. Once more, therefore, was the 
wretched Ally produced before the court ; and on denying the re-- 
ceipt of them, the b^nado was again inflided on him *. Be^ 
lides the articles which had been reftored, there were ftiU a filver 
urn, a pair of gold knee-buckles, and a quantity of valuable linen, 
to be accoimted for. Not to Ipeak of the money which they had 
obtained from us, under various pretences. But thefe were fkid 
to have fallen to Mahomet's (hare in the divifion ; and his robbery 
and death were made a plea of by the family, to iatisfy us: for our 
lofs. The (haik would not hear of this apology, which he term- 
ed falfe and evailve. And fooner than we fhonld fu^r by that 
family, he declared, that he would firft order theif fubftahce to^ 
be difpofed of, and if that would not repay us for our lofies,. 
Ally and the reft (^ them fhould be fold as Haves, to make up tihe. 
fum. It was now time for us to interfere. The matter was ex- 
ceeding the bounds to which we meant to pu(h it; and policy, as 

* This is a rery novel as wtU as fearful puniflunent. The prifoner is placed 
upright on the ground, with his hands and feet bound together, while the execu- 
tioner (lands before him, and, with a Ihort ftick, ftrikes him with a fmart motion, 
en the outfide of his knees* The pain which adfes from thefe ftrokes, is exquiiitely 
;fevcpce» and what nacpftftitticioa wi^4 fMSfi^rt for any continuance*. 
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well as humanity, proropted us to drop itJ Our principal aim 
was to get from Ghinnah, under a proper proteftion. Our perfe- 
<:utors had been chaftifed, and it was preferable for us to put up 
with fome inconvefaience, rather than run the rifk of being de- 
tained here, in the pmrfuit of full redrefs. On this account wp 
liftened to the mediation of the hakeem, and fome of thjc cour^ 
tiers, who befeeched us to withdraw our claim to all but ieighty 
dollars of the remaining debt, which Ally might raife from, the 
camels he pofleffed. Our acquiefcence in this prppolal gained 
us credit ^vith all prefent, and drew a particular compliment from 
the worthy fhaik; who protefted, that he could not but admire 
our generofity, though it was exercifed at the expence of their 
-national charaftcr- The reader^ perhaps, may agree with us, 
-that we ou^ht not to have fubicribed to this in fin nation, as fuch 
a man as was thea before us, was enough to redeem his nation 
from obloquy. 

The court now broke up, and we were difmifled, not a little 
pleafed with this mode of adminiftering juftice,. The puniftiment 
inilified upon robbers in otlicr countries, fupprel&s the growth of 
them in the general opinion. But when we refkft on tlie frequent 
robberies thatare committed in our own, it feems doubtful, whe- 
ther the feverity of the feutence anfwers the expe6ted end. For a 
traveller, at leaft, who has his own intereft moft at heart, the fk- 
tisfaAion which we received was infinitely more eligible, than any 
that could. have been made us of a fa nguinary nature. . We had 
recovered what we had loft all expeftation of feeing again ; and to 
our hafte and good-will only, is to be attributed our not obtain- 
ing the unconditional benefit of the fhaik's decree. As a fmall 
token of our refpeft, on our return home, we made up fuch a 
prefent as we judged would be moft acceptable to a man of his 
turn of mind, and fent it to the fhaik by Ibrahim. It confifted of 
a couple of £ne fhaub^ an Indian carpet and palampore, and an 
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handfome fabre and cafe of piftoh. The fabre and piftols, tho^ 
articles of the greateft value, he returned, and fent us many thanks 
for our remembrance of him in the reft, which he faid he would 
keep for our fake. He alfo told Ibrahim, that he had dire6led a 
merchant to fumifh us with camels for our journey, as the river 
was too perilous for us to venture on. This laft inftance of his at- 
tention &rved to rivet in our minds the character of Ifman Abu 
Ally, who is indeed a pearl thrown to the fwine of Ghinnah, ' 

. * 

MONDAY, ift September. 

Our whole thoughts now are turned to our departure. The 
merch^t attended us early this morning, in company with the 
hakeem, to fettle the price of our camels. The common price is 
from eight to ten dollars each, and it is not furprizing that we pay 
tlie higheft. But the number of camels which they obliged us to 
take, was what vexed us the moft. We want but nine for our- 
felves and fervants, and they infift upon our providing fix more for 
the ufe of our guard. Thefe are our camel-drivers, who, in our 
late journey, were wont to ride two upon a camel ; but in the 
longer one we are about to enter upon, are to have a beaft apiece* 
Thefe additional camels will greatly encreafe the expence ; but 
were the demand an impofition, we are determined to fubmit to 
it with a good grace, rather than trouble the (haik any further 
upon our fcore. We wifh not to add to the number of enemies 
we have in this town, and mean to quit it with the utmoft dif- 
patch. We defired the hakeem, therefore, to advance the mer- 
chant the eighty dollars which he was to levy upon Ally, as an 
earneft for the hire of his camels. 

A thought ftruck me during our examination yefterday, which 
I would not have had verified for the treafures of Egypt. The 
ihaik is old and veiy corpulent ; and had it fo happened that he 
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had burft ft blood-veflel in the heat of his paffioHt I was revolv^ 
big the probabk confequences in my mind« There was not a 
man of rank prefent, whom we could confider in the light of our 
friend. Even the nephew was neuter ; and there is no certainty 
of the part he would have taken» had fuch an accident be^en 
his uncle. In truths there is little doubt but we fhould have 
p^d for his favor with our lives. Such a backwardnefs had been 
ihewn before his arrival to bring the offenders to juftice, and fuch 
a forwardnefs in his prefence to ikreen them from punifhment^ 
that the fhaik faw through the partiality of his officers, and re- 
prehended them for it. One particular circumftance that betray- 
ed their bent» is worthy of remark, and efcaped me in the rela- 
tion of the bufmefs of yefterday. The gold buckles which had 
been taken by Ally were put down in the lift of our lofles, at what 
the Arabs imagined an exorbitant value. They could not flip, 
fuch an occafion of gratifying their malice, and lowering our in- 
tereft with the king- They boldly taxed us with exaggerating our 
loiies, and endeavoring to profit by their mafler's clemency. They 
demanded that a jeweller might be fent for, to afcertain the truth: 
of their charge. To this the fliaik was averfe, as, perhaps, con-- 
ceiving we might have erred through miftake. But at our in- 
ftance a jeweller attended, whofe evidence defeated the malice of 
our enemies. He weighed them in the prefence of the court, and 
pronounced the gold to be equal to the value afiixed, indepen* 
dent of the workmanfliip, which was fo rare and fo curious, that: 
he fuppofed it muft have enhanced the price of the buckles more 
than one half. It muft be obferved, that this jeweller, like the 
other mechanics of this country, was a Chriflian, and knew the 
fhaik too well, to be afraid of fpeaking the truth, to the great 
confufion of our accufers, who were completely creft:-fallen at this 
retort. 
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We had a frdfh proof xn the afternoon of the ihaik's concefn 
for our welfare. It feems that the camels which went to Cairo 
with the company of Turks^ luckily returned this forenoon^ and 
as they belong to the fhdk, he is determined to accommodate us 
with them. This intelligence is juft brought us by the hakeem, 
who has fent to the merchant for our money to pay to the fhaik's 
people. We are not a little rgoiced at this change, which will 
add not only to our fecurity, but enfure us good treatment from 
the camel-drivers on the road« At five o'clock they came to pay 
their refpeAs to us ; and we have promifed tlie head-man, who 
we find is the chief of the camel-drivers of Ghinnah, and an officer 
of no fmall confequence, a prefent of a drefs on our arrival at 
Cairo. His camels are to be ready to-morrow evening, when we 
are to iet out on our journey through the wildemefs. We fhaU, 
in all likelihood, fall into the track of the children of IfraeU 
when they fled from the verdant banks of the Nile, and took re- 
fuge on the (hores of Arabia. We are to ftrike into the road tb Suez, 
to fhun the parties that hover about the river ; and it was not far 
below that city, that the Ifraelites were fuppofed to have crofled 
the Red-fca. I cannot, however, fupprefs my regret, at lofing 
this opportunity of going down the Nile. Had I been a man 
who travelled for his amufement, I fhould not probably have ex- 
perienced this difappointment. I would have waited here, agree- 
ably to an offer which the fliaik made, or have gone to Jirje, as 
the little Turk propofed, until the troubles on the river were 
fubfided. ' No obftacle ihould have deterred me from exploring 
the courfe of fo celebrated a ftream, but my being charged with 
bufinefs of a public nature, which will not admit of delay. The 
importance of this charge has been the rule of condud of, at 
leaft, Mr. Hammond and myfelf. It induced us to commit our- 
felves to an open boat in the Red-fea, in the hotteil and moft un- 
favorable feafon of the year ; and it now prompts us to embark 
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chearfully in a journey through a defart, unknown even to the In- 
habitants of the countiy -, and which, except in the inilances I 
have recited, has not been traverfed for this century paft, by any 
but the outcafts of the human kind 1 

In the afternoon we were vifited by three Chriftian merchants^ 
who live at Dundara, a town about three hours, or twelve miles 
diftance down the river. They are come here to compliment the 
fliaik on his return, and are the moft creditable people of the 
mercantile clafs whom we have feen. They had turbans of a blue 
checkered pattern, to diftinguifti them from Muffulmen ; and no 
native Chriftian is allowed to wear them of other colors, though 
this reftriftion is not enforced with ftrangers. Thefe merchants 
inform us, that there is an Italian gentleman, who has refided at 
Dundara for tHefe thirty years paft, and who is a painter by pro- 
feflion. But we find that he has exercifed his art rather for his 
amufement than profit ; and that his own houfe alone is adorned 
with the produ6tions of his penciL We are curious to know the 
adventures which brought fuch a charafter to fettle in this obfcure 
comer, and, did our time permit, we ftiould readily accept of 
thefe merchants* offer to bring us together. Notwithftanding the 
unfavorable difpofition of his fubjefls towards them, every thing^ 
confpires to prove the (haik's affection for Chriftians, All his 
()rincipal domeftics, and particularly his fecretaries, who. enjoy 
his unlimited confidence, are of this perfuafion. Indeed, alL 
ranks of them join to found the praifes of the prefent fliaik, wha 
ftands between them and the oppreflion of the Arabs. He has 
been their guardian for forty years and upwards ; and I fear there 
will be a great change in their fituation at his death. 

TUESDAY, 2d Septemb:er. 

We were furrounded this morning by a croud of fervants be- 
longing to the flxaik, who expert money from us. Though we 
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might have got rid of them, by threatening to complain of their 
infolence, we chofe to avoid the odium of fuch a meafure ; and 
called upon the hakeem to accommodate the matter for us. Thofe 
who aflifted to puniih the offenders^ we agreed to gradfy with a- 
piece of gold each : and the hakeem difmified the reft, as not 
being entitled to our bounty. 

At eight o'clock we had a mefl^ge from the ihaik to attend 
him. We found him, as before, encompafied by his principal 
courtiers:; and he obligingly defired us to feat ourfelves upon 
cai'pets befide him. He told us, that he had folicited our pre'- 
fence, to give us into the charge o( the mafter of his camels, 
who is dignified with the title of a fliaik. This man was ac- 
cordingly called before us, and the fhaik addrefling him by the 
name of Hadgee Uttalah,. informed him, that he was ta convey 
us and our baggage fafe to Cairo ; and that fhould we prefer 
the leaft complaint againft his eondudl, his head fhould anfwer 
for it. Nothing could be more fatisfa6lory to us, than a charge 
like this> fo publicly delivered ; and of the weight of which,, 
Hadgee Uttalah himfelf appeared to be fo fully fenfible. It not 
only tended to fecure us from the danger of treachery on the 
road, but the warmth with which the fhaik efpoufed our caufe, 
was, in our opinion, the ftrongeft bulwark we could have againft 
the fecret malevolence of our enemies.. The good old man be- 
came very familiar with us, and afked a thoufand queftions con- 
cerning the natural and artificial productions of our country. 
He admired a china bowl which belonged to the major ; but de- 
clined taking it, as common earthen-ware was full good enough 
for him. From this,, however,, he took occafion to mention an 
European, who had been long in his fervice, and had the in^ 
genuity to imitate china very clofely. He called for a Cpecimen 
of this fellow's fkill ; and we were furprized to fee a couple of 
vafes delicately wrought and painted. We were defirous to be- 
hold 


r «78 ] 

liold flit ardft, but were informed by the fhaik^ that he was left 
bdiind at a town ttp the riven We now heaid many droll 
anecdotes of this Englifhman, as he called himfelf. That he 
'delighted in high-^ieaifoned diihes^ and drank fuch a quantity of 
ipirits, that it was a wonder his infide was not confumed by fire« 
This intemperance fuited but ill with the fimplicity and fobriety 
i>f the Arabians. But the fhaik was polite enough to fay» that 
tbe report which had been made to him of our mode of living, 
bad effaced the difagreeable impreflions which he had received of 
our countrymen. He would venture to add, however, that one 
article of luxury, which he obferved to be in ufe at oar table, 
bad given rife to the ideas of our wealth, and fingled us out as 
a beneficial prize to his covetous fubjefts. And this was the 
filver, of which our cups and fpoons were compofed. To a 
people who were accuftomed to wooden utenfils, that glit- 
tering metal was a bait, which had allured them to an 
imjuft though tempting purfuit. Far as it was from exculpat- 
ing the conduft of the Arabs, we could not but feel the force 
of this oblique reproof. The modeft manners of the antient 
Romans, when in the meridian of their greatnefs, recurred to 
our imaginations. We blufhed for our deviating fo much from 
their example, in the prefence of a man, who trod in their foot- 
fteps without a mark to direft him. And perhaps, for once in 
our lives, we defpifed the fymbols of oftentation and the effemi- 
nacy of fafhion ! 

While we were thus engaged, the relations of the foldier who 
murdered Mahomet, together with the camel-drivers of the cara- 
van, were brought before the (haik. They were accompanied 
by the father and brother of the deceafed, who appeared as pro- 
fecutors. The witnefTes for the culprit making little or no de- 
fence, the trial was foon concluded i and fentence of death was 
palTed upon him by the fliaik. Although the murderer came a 

prifoner 
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prifoner y^ftorday from Cofire, it is remvkabic, that he was not 
prefent on this occafion, nor allowed to offer any thing in bar 
to his condemnation. If, however, the falutary laws of our free 
conflitution are wanting |ie^e, the lois would not be felt, could 
this country continue tp boafl: of its. preiient equitaWe jud«. 
But thofe laws we^e provided to gua|xl as nwch againft the en- 
croachments of the crown, as the machinations of the fubjeft. 
Happy the foU in which they Houi'iOi \ Thrice happy the people 
who bafk beneath the fonfhine of freedom ; an4 d^end not upon 
the uncertain charafter of a chief magiftrate ^ upon the virtues or 
vices of a king t 

As the name of the young Oiaik of Cofu-c has not been men- 
tioned in this triali we fuppofe that he was wronged by report, 
or fkreened by intereft from the charge in which his comrade was 
involved. It had come to the Shaik Ul Arab's ears,^ that this; 
young man and his father had extorted money and effefts from, 
us.. The acculation had been framed by his courtiers, who were 
perhaps, jealous of the advjmtages they had derived from us > and 
every perfuafion was now ufed ta make: us acqiuefce in it.. Had 
we given fcope to our refentment againft thi» treacherous pair,, it 
is likely,, that we fliould have fupported the accufation; which 
opened a way to redrefe for their impofitions at Cofir^ and their 
inhumanity in betraying us into the hands of fuch. villains at 
Ghinnah. But one good aftion which they performed towards 
us, outweighed the multitude of their mifdeeds in our minds.. 
We remembered that our lives and property had been at their 
mercy,, both at Cofure, and in the road to this place. The firft 
had not been attempted by them.; and when the laft could not 
have been with-held from them,.we acknowledged a merit m their 
forbearance,, when the principle which excited them to extort a 
part, could have put them in poflTeffion of the whole. Weak as. 
this reafoning may appear to the fticklers for juftice, it had 

^^ force. 


[ 28o ] 

force enough with us to operate in favor of the delinquents. 
We knew the unlicenfed tempers of the Arahs, and it was but 
fair to judge of them by their own rule of a£lion. \Vc declined, 
therefore, the fhaik's kind offer to call thefe fellows to account ; 
and profefTed an ignorance df their being any otherwife accef- 
fary to our misfortunes, than by their fatal recommendation to 
the family now before us. 

We had no latent meaning in this application, but the venera- 
ble ftiaik did not let it pafs unnoticed. He pointed out the cer- 
tainty of the deteftion of villainy, either fooner or later. He de- 
duced it from the inftance which was now before him ; where, 
without a friend to take our part, the wrongs which we had fuf- 
fened had accidentally come to his knowledge, and the authors 
thereof had been puniftied according to their deferts. He 
called upon the father of Ally to own, that the hand of Pro- 
vidence was to be feen through the whole of this tranfaftion. That 
his fons were but the inftruments of our lafety, though avowedly 
our enemies ; and under the notion'^f enriching themfelves at 
our expence, had prevented our falling into the lurking perils 
which awaited us on the river. But that their intentions had been 
juftly rewarded. While we were (heltered under royal patronage, 
one of his fons had fallen in a conteft, about the very pro- 
perty of which he had deprived . us ; and the other was crip- 
pled with blows, and covered with difgrace on the fame ac- 
count. The confufion of Ally and his father was not to be 
concealed at this incident. They feemed to be fufficiently hum- 
bled by the melancholy end of Mahomet, but this pathetic exhor- 
tation of the (haik's had an evident effefl: upon their feelings ; and 
the heart muft be corrupt indeed, that was not amended by it. 
For my own part, I never was fo edified by the difcourfe of a di- 
vine, as I have been, by liftening to the fentiments of this un- 
learned Mahometan. And it is not to be wondered at. His lan- 
guage 
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guiage Was that of the hearty and his opinions breath^ the fra- 
grance of truth. His doftrine was a rcfleflioti of his life, and 
both equally bright and unfullied. When he admoni(hed, he 
direfted himfelf to the confciences of his audience ; and he never 
failed to convince, though it is plain he failed to reform ♦. 

At ten o'clock we took our leave of the fhaik, but are to fee 
him again before our departure, which is fixed for teji o'clock at 
night. On our return home we met a man carrying a red flag, 
and uttering aloud fome proclamation. His head was crowned 
with a chaplet of bays, and the croud were very attentive to his 
words. We enquired into the purport of his bufinefs, and were 
told, that he was an herald, who daily gives notice of the rifirig of 
the Nile. We underftand that it is now near its greateft height ; 
and expeft, when we get into the flats of Lower Egypt, to find the 
country entirely under water. 

We 

. ^ From a psiflage which I have lately met with in Dr. Pococke*s Travels througlk 
Egypt, I am induced to think that he encountered this amiable perfonage, and wak 
indebted to him for letters, which procured him both civility and prote&ion during 
his voyage up the Nile. Ifman Abu Ally was, from our information, pofTe/Ted of 
his ptefent dignity in the year 1737, and, of all the Arabians, was the moft likely 
to extend his humanity to ftrangers. The pafTage is this : 

^* On the 3d of January, the wind not favoring us, we flopped at a place about 
three miles from ♦ Turihout. Here refides the great (haik fy who is governor of all 
the country on the vreft as far as AfTouan. I waited on the (haik's fecretary, with a pre- 
ftnt of five or fix pounds of coffee ; in return, he fent a liveflleep to the convent to 
entertain me with, and introduced me to the Ihaik, who was in an Arab drefs, fitting in 
a corner of a room. He rofe on my entrance, and my fervant' brought in my prefent, 
which confided of two boxes of prunellas, two of other fweetmeats, and fome glafs 
veflels. He aiked where I intended to go ? I told him, to the Catarad. He replied, 
with a good-natured fmile, that a boat of Franks % lately went up ; and that the peo- 
ple faid, they came to difcover the way into the country, in order to return and 

O O take 

* Fnrfliout 11 in the neighborhood of Ghianah. 
f The literal meaning of the Shaik Ul Artb. 
X la thii bott wti Capt. Norden^ well known for hit acccratt accovnti of the anti^oities of £g/pt. 
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We have been employed the whole day in preparing for our ex- 
pedition. Breads bifcuit, and flour were brought us in the after* 
noom^ fufHcient to ferve us a fortnight ; and with the beans pro- 
vided for our camels^ run us up a bill of eighty dollars. But in 
this account are included a (heep and an half^ which are fried 
down in clarified ghee or butter, and twenty new (kins to carry 
our water. With this flock, we trufl at leafl to keep famine 
from our heels, in this journey through the inhofpitable wild 
which divides us from Cairo. We had paid the balance of our 
camel«hire, which amounted in the whole to 1 50 dollars ; and were 
in readinels to attend the fliaik, previous to our departure. But 
the camel-drivers are either fuperflitious, or have fomething to de- 
tain them until to-morrow night. They came to us about eight 
o'clock, and told the hakeem it had jufl occurred to themj, that 
to-morrow was the new moon ; a time above all other the moft 
lucky to commence a journey. He appeared very angry at their 
having adopted fuch an idea at fo late an hour ; and finding that 
no arguments could conquer their defire to remain here to-night, 
he referred them to the fhaik for an anfwer. The good old man 
was vexed at the delay they intended us. But his good-nature in- 
clined him to their fide. He fent for Ibrahim, and dire6ted him 
to tell us, that though the requefl was abfurd in itfelf, the hu- 
moring their prgudices would be the readiefl way to enfure the 
regard of thefe people. We fubmitted without a murmur to this 
irkfome detention ; and the more fb, as the fhaik has added to his 
former kindnefs, by giving a camel to our conductor Hadgee Ut* 
talah» to fave us that expence« 

We 

take it ; and then defired to know what I wanted to fee ? I told him the ruined ci- 
ties. He obferved, that we had no fuch ruins in England, and aficed, whether, if 
they Ihould go into our country, we would permit them to fee every thing ; adding, 
that he would give me letters, and a man to go with me,^ fo that I might be aflured 
1 ihould travel fecurely." Chap 6* Pococke's Travels, 
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We have ^uft heard that the ftiaik has changed the fcntencc of 
death which was paffed on the prifbner this morning, to a long 
imprifonment. It feems, that an execution has not been known 
during his reign ; and he means to continue this ill-judged lenity. 
But this will be but of little avail to the affaffin, provided one of 
his family does not fall a facrifice in the interim, to the relations 
of the deceafed. This kind of retribution is exercifed with impu- 
nity in this country ; and one life will glut the vengeance of the 
profecutors, though the offender himfelf cfcape. But this is only in 
refpeft to each other. Should a Chriftian but accidentally fpill the 
blood of aMuffulman, an hecatomb of his perfuafion would fcarccly 
fuffice to expiate the offence. 

WEDNESDAY, 3d September. 

It now appears likely that none of our letters have reached Mr. 
Baldwin. The camels are returned that carried the company of 
Turks away ; and we were furprized that no anfwer was come to 
the letter, which we entrufted to the Chriftian domeftic. But on 
difcourfing with Hadgee Uttalah, we find that they did not go to 
Cairo. The Turks were formerly in the fervice of Ibrahim Beg, 
and though they purpofed to have deferted to the party of Ifmaul 
Beg, their hearts either relented or failed them, and they halted at a 
town on the river, two days fhort of the capital. We have, there- 
fore, the greater reafon to congratulate ourfelves pn the gcnero- 
fity of the Shaik Ul Arab ; as no application could have been 
made to him in our behalf, until our misfortunes reached Mr. 
Baldwin. By his influence, w€ are in every refpeft better pro- 
vided for a journey, than when we left Cofire. We can depend 
more upon the goodnefs of the camels, and the honefty of the 
drivers. We have provifions in plenty, and arc furniihed be- 
fides with limes, to affift in quenchmg our thirft. We have 
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ilried dates widi us, to vary our meals. This fruit. When 
dried, is much preferable to ^that frefli from the tree ; and 
when eaten with bread, is both a pleafant and nourifhing food. 
We expeft to be but nine or ten days on tlie road ; and as 
we go by ourfdves, we are in hopes to perfuade the Arabs to 
foUowbur diieftions — to travel the greater part of the night, and to 
lie by during the heat of the day. This mode of adtion will pre- 
ferve us much from the fufFerings, which we underwent during 
pur late journey. But we muft truft to chance for a ftielter from 
the fun at our different halting-places, as there is no fuch conve^ 
niency as a tent to be procured here • 

As we are on the point of leaving Ghinnah, it may be expefted 
that I drop fome obfervations on the cuftoms and manners of the 
inhabitants. But in a narrative of this kind, the reader will ga- 
ther more information from the condu6l of the aftors themfelves, 
than from an author's defcription of them. Their general treat- 
ment of us is the beft glafs from which their pictures can be re* 
i^bOied ; while the particular behavior of one or two individuals, 
\f a convincing proof, that virtue is the common inheritance of 
ijiankind, and is confined to no enlightened fpot. It remains then 
only ^or me to fay a few words on points, too unimportant to 
Ijiave coipe intp view before. No people are plainer in their 
drfels, which in the lower clafs is generally of blue linen. Thofe 
of the higher rank endeavor to ape the fafhion oi the Turks. 
They are arrayed indeed in filks and woollens, but without lace 
a^nd embroidery. They are univerfally modeft in their behavior, 
decent in their converfation> and fober in their way of life. Ga- 
ming is unknawji to them ; and ftrong liquors in fuch little re- 
queff, that we found but few Arabians, who broke through the 
precept of their religion, which forbids the ufe of them. But the 
vices they poffefs, are fufHcient to cclipfe the luftre of thefe good 
qpalities. Were it not for the cheapneis of proviCions, the po- 
verty 
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verty of the people would bear hard upon them. But for the va- 
lue of a penny, each man can provide for the day. Befide meat 
and poultry, which are in great plenty, the river fupplies them 
with fine fi(h at the loweft rates ; and^ggs are fold at a penny the 
dozen. Thefe things we can declare from ocular demonftration ^ 
and from our window we can fee the menial fervants of the ihaik 
receive their daily pay, which, we are aflured, does not exceed the 
value of a penny. Water is their only drink, except it be mixed 
with coffee i enough of which may be procured for a penny, to 
treat a company of vifitors ; a faft of which we had frequent exr 
perience. But the fimplicity of this race is heft to be deduced 
from the figure which their head makes. The Shaik Ul Arab is 
very abftemious in his diet, and plain in his equipage. There is 
nothing magnificent about him ; and he generally appears in a 
black gown, which is very fine, and refembles our bombafiur 
His turban is of muflin ^ and the only finery about him, an 
orange or ftraw-colored fhauU which is careleiOy thrown acrofs 
his ihoulders. He carries no arms about him ; which we ob- 
ferved ta be the cafe of all the old men^ to proclaim, we fup^ 
pofe, that war is no longer their province. 

There is no trufl to be repoied in the word of a cameU 
driver. We ient to the fhaik at five o'clock in the evening, 
to requeA our final audience ; and foxmd to our furprize, that 
Hadgee Uttalah was with him, to demand our journey to be 
poflponed until the morning. Ibrahim remonftrated in ouc 
name againfi: this proceeding, ai)d the ihaik was enraged at its in** 
folence. But his anger was of as little confequ^nce as our regret. 
There was no prejudice now to be removed, but an obftacle more 
infurmountable. The camels are pot ready^ and there is no help 
for the delay.. 
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THURSDAY, 4th September. 

It is a inatter of the greateft furprize to a rational being, to 
perceive mankind given to falfehood, without a beneficial end in 
view. And no where, as I have had occafion elfewhere to ob- 
ferve, is this pradlice fo frequently to be met with, as among the 
Arabians. By telling one lye, the camel-drivers have reduced 
themfelves to the neceflity of adding an hundred to it. On their 
coming to us this morning, we reproached them with their du- 
plicity in the prefencc of the hakeem ; and demanded to depart 
immediately, as the only recompence they could make us for our 
many difappointments. On this the whole myftery was unravel- 
led. We found that fome of their camels had been fo much fa- 
tigued in their late expedition, that they were not able to travel 
before. But it is their genius to difguife the truth at all times j 
and they made ufe of a thoufand (hifts to evade our departure, 
rather than difclofe the real ftate of the cafe. Our difpleafure is, 
therefore, rather direftcd at their folly, than their villainy ; and 
now we have got to the bottom of the affair, our chagrin is con- 
fiderably lefiened at this unexpefted detention. We have even 
confentcd, by their advice, to poftponc our departure until night ; 
when our movement will be more private, and not interrupted by 
the croud of mendicants which await our charity. This ftep was 
enforced by the hakeem's report, who recommended, by all means, 
that we fliould fet out after dark. 

At nine o'clock we attended the hakeem to the (haik's houfe, 
to receive our pafs, and to take our leave of our bcnefadkor. We 
arrived there in the midft of a trial of the camel-people, for a 
robbery on the deceafed Mahomet. After fitting about half an 
hour in a kind of lobby, we were advifed to fend in our names. 
On doing this, we were ufhered into the room where the court 

was 
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was held, and after the ufual falutatlons, we were feated on a 
raifed place to the right of the (haik. His politenefs dictated a 
few qiieftions to us, after which he proceeded to the trial. We 
were not forry to have our curiofity fatisfied in this particular; 
and we attended with great patience to the procefs. There is no 
jury in this court of juftice, nor any judge but the fhaik, whofe 
will is the law of the realm. When the evidences have been gi- 
ven by the witnefles, they are crofs-examined by the grandees, 
who compofe the council. The fhaik liftens attentively to. all 
that pafles, forms a judgment of the fad, and at length pro^ 
nounces the final fentence. At eleven acLock we made a mo^ 
tion to take our leave, and were difmilTed by the good old man 
with an hearty bcnediilion^ and very cordial wifhes for the fuc- 
cefs of our journ^ey. In our hearing he repeated the charge to 
Hadgee Uttalah,.to put us down, at the Englifh fa£lory at Cairo ; 
and not- to return^ without a letter under our hands and feals, to 
advife him of our fefety, at the peril of his life. To fecure his 
fidelity beyond the reach of temptation, the fhaik alfb, dire£ted, 
that the f»nily of Hadgee Uttalah (hould be placed under a 
guardt. aa the fureft hoftages for the integrity o£ his condu£t. 
Our hearts were full enough at the idea of parting with this 
amiable character, but this laft proof of his more than paternal 
care of us, had fuch an effcQ. upon our feelings, that we were 
glad to retire^ and conceaL the ebullitions of our gratitude. The 
uniform greatnefs of ibul which diftinguifhes this M ahometan^ 
will encourage ftrangers to enter his country without fear. And 
it is not unpleafing to us to refledt, that our. misfoxtunes may 
contribute to thefecurity of future travellers. They called forth 
the virtues of this prince from the ihade of obfcurity ;, and will 
be a leflbn to his fubje6ls,^ ever to refpedt the rights of hu-* 
manity. 
As. we retucned home we were joined by the little Turk, who. 
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was fo aflidiious to engage our company by water. We arc 
concerned to feparate from him, but he declines our offer to ac- 
commodate him by land. He confeffes, however, that he is 
under no apprehenfions for us, though he does not chufe to 
rilk his property in the defart. There is fomething inexplicable 
in this ; but our confidence in the ihaik i^ too firmly rooted, to 
be fhaken by the fufpicidns of others. We obfeived that the 
Turk was much dejefted at our approaching departure ; and 
partly gueffing at the caufe, when we got home, with the con- 
currence of my companions, I flipped twelve dollars into his 
hand, to bear his expences down the Nile. His countenance in- 
ftantly brightened up at this prefent ; and he refumed his face- 
tious difpofition during the day, which he dedicated to us. We 
had already been indebted to his afliftance in • preparing for our 
journey ; and the major now gave him the charge of his china 
bowls, which were to be delivered to Mr. Baldwin at Cairo. 
We alfo obliged the Turk with many odd things, which were 
fuperfluous to us. But he had fome trouble in conveying them 
put of the houfe, from the vigilance of the dom^ftics, who were 
doubtlefs diredted by their mafter to have an eye to his mo- 
tions. 

Now we have feen our laft of the fliaik, the hakeem intimates 
that he cannot part with us, without a further gratification; 
This Abaffee ! this flave ! who cannot fit down in the prefence 
of his mafter, though raifcd by his favor to the government of 
this city, has the affurance to aflfame airs of confequence, and 
to truft to our moderation for putting up with them. Befides 
our former gifts, he came in for one of the fliauls which we re* 
covered from the vizier, who, in our opinion, was as much en- 
titled to it as himfelf. He is now defirous of my filver hookah, 
though Ibrahim has informed him of its being packed up. Its 
value chiefly lies in the workmanfhipi and it is* more curious 
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than ufeful to me. To prevent further importunities, I have fent 
it to this fellow, though it gave me the trouble of unpacking 
a trunk. I am fenfible that he would be degraded from his office, 
were the (haik acquainted with his behavior. But he too much 
confides in our former concealment of his meannefs> to be afraid 
of the confequences : and builds upon our generofity to repeat 
the offence. The fhaik has been already put to fo much trouble 
on our account, that we would overlook a great many impofi* 
tions, fooner than difturb his repofe with frefli complaints. We 
have already caufed fome changes in his adminiflration ; and it 
would be in us but a bad requital for all his favors, to foment 
differences between him and his favorite fervants, on light occa- 
iions. 

We quickly experienced the good efFeds of our compliance with 
the hakeem's humor. He fent for the camel-drivers, to remind 
them of the treatment which they were to give us on the road ; 
and fettled the ceconomy of our journey, and other points, which 
they had difputed with Ibrahim. When the fun fets, the. camels 
are to be brought to the door to take up our baggage, which is 
now reduced to half of its original bulk. After fupper we are to 
bid our long- wilhed- for adieu to Ghinnah i which it muft be re- 
membered,- we owe to the virtue of one man ! 

At fun-fet Hadgee Uttalah came haftily to our houfe, and told 
us, that as we had paid ten dollars apiece for the other camels, 
he expe£led fifteen to be paid him, for the prime beaft he was to 
ride himfelf. We were congratulating ourfelves before we were 
quit of this griping cafV. We knew the fhaik had prefented him 
with the price of this veiy camel, but the fellow had timed his 
application fo well, that we were fain to comply with it. We 
were about to fet off, and neither our hafle nor the late hour, 
would have admitted of our communicating the affair to the 
fhaik. We had no money remaining that the Arabs knew of i but 

P p the 


t 290 1 , 

the old fox got over this difficultyi by offering to take our note 
of hand^ payable at Cairo, We were the more reconciled to thb 
expedient, as it feemed to intereft our condu£tor in our arrival at 
that city* 

Our baggagq was placed upon the camelsj and we took our 
teavc of fevcral people who had been civil to us ; particularly the 
qutmdam hakeem, in whofe behalf we had ineffeflually exerted 
eurfetves with the fhaik . At nine o'clock we mounted our beafts^ 
with the fame number of attendants as when we left Cofire : an 
Arab related to Abdul Ruflar^ fupplying the place of the Indiaa 
Fakeer. We directed our way towards the great mofque by which 
we entered the city, where we are to take up our water ; accom- 
panied by the hakeem and a party of horfe^ who paid us this (:om- 
pliment by the order of the fhaik. 

When we came to the watering-place a new matter was hatched,, 
inore fcandalous than any they had yet attempted. We had paid 
for fifteen camels, and given a promiffory note for the hire of 
attothcr. Now it was that fome of the owners of the camels,, 
^f which there are three befidc$ our conduftor) applied for 
riirce additional bcafts, under pretence of lightening our baggage^ 
which they did not conceive would have turned out fo heavy,. 
Much altercation now enfued. We were juftly nettled at a de- 
mand which had all the appearance of am impofition; and 
loudly called upon the hakeem to take us back to his houfe.. 
We threatened to acquaint the fhaik in the morning with their 
ill ufage. Nay, we even pretended to have changed our minds 
touching the route; and declared that we would rather hazard. 
Qurfelves.on the river^ than among people, who prefumed to treat 
us in this manjder.. Thia refolution feemed to alarm them. 
They prevailed upon the hakeem to vouch for their honefty. They 
d[eclared that the propofal was meant purely for our intereft. 
To ppevent our baggage from being left among the mountainsj^. 
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and to ifecure our lives in cafe of an attack, it was necelTary for 
us to travel widi light camels. That we knew not the arduous 
undertaking in which we had engaged \ or we fhould fcarcely 
hefitate to confuk the only means, to fmoothe the difficulties be^ 
fore us. Their application bad indeed been too late. But to de- 
monftrate their finccrity, they were content to be at half of the 
expence, rather than be in want of the camels ; and to take our 
note for the fifteen dollars, payable at Cairo. The candor of 
this offer reconciled us to the expence j and we had experienced 
too many delays to contend any further about it. One of the 
owners returned to the city to colle6t the additional camels, and 
bring them after us. At eleven o'clock we moved on, and were 
ftill accompanied by the hakeem, whom we ftrongly fufpefted to 
be concerned in the laft manoeuvre of the camels. He preceded 
us for about a quarter of a n^ile on the road ; when the troop 
faced fuddenly round, and, after paying us a complimentaiy fa* 
lutCt went off at a full gallop towards the town. We continued 
our march in a chearful mood, and going to the north, foon 
left the trees and the river behind us. Our way lay through 
a ftony and uneven foil \ and the moon is too young to aliift our 
camels to pick out their road by night. At two o'clock we halted, 
and fpread our carpets upon a. vety rugged and uncomfortable 
place. We were three hours in motion, but find that our dif- 
tance from Ghinnah does not exceed five miles » I have here 
affixed a map of Upper Egypt^ where the reader is prefcnted 
with the courfe of the Nile, and may purfue our route through 
the defarts of Thebais. 


FRIDAY, 5th September. 

I awoke at day-break with my eyes much inflamed and dif- 
ordered. I have felt a weaknefs in them .for ibme time, which 
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proceeded from a cold in my head: and after fleeping under 
cover for this month paft, it is natural that the night air fhould 
Tiave a bad effeft upon my eyes. I dread the journey a little on 
this account, and (hall not be furprized to have a confirmed hu- 
mor in them before our arrival at Cairo. We are prevented 
going forward, by the additional camels not being come up. 
At eight o'clock Hadgee Uttalah fet off for Ghinna in fearch of 
them, and was accompanied by his fon. As this movement 
prefented us with a profpeft of remaining here the greater part 
of the day, we erefted a kind of tent with a cloth ftretched* 
over our baggage, beneath which we made a fhift to creep, to 
fhelter us from the fun. But we had but a difagreeable time of 
it. What with the fufpence, the heat of the weather, and fome 
fufpicions which were propagated among us, of the honefty of 
our camel-drivers, the hours pafled very heavily. It was whif- 
pered to us by Ibrahim, that thefe fellows were not prepared for* 
our expedition ; and had only brought us out here to deceive the 
fhaik, who was enraged at their delay. As a pxx>of of this, he 
told us at ten o'clock that the camels were about to leave :us% 
We fallied out of our neft on this alann,. and found on enquiry, 
that the camels were only going to the. Nile, to^ fill up the Ikins 
with water. But the folly of Ibrahint and the reft of our fer* 
vants, was very near being produftive of ferious consequences; 
They were of opinion that we ought to return with the camels 
to Ghinnah, and to apply to the fhaik for a more taiifty conduAon 
Never, until this* momeat, had the notions of Ibrahim deviated fo 
much from propriety. But the honefty of his intentions gave 
them a weighty which I am convinced they would not otherwifcL 
have had; and it was adtually debated amongft .us,. whether we 
ihould return or not I So precipitate and ill-advifed a ftep, would 
not only have betrayed our unconquerable jealouify of the Arabs^ 
but i^n all likelihood,, have funk us in. the efteem of the fhaik. 
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It was happily over-ruled ; and the camels were permitted to go 
quietly on their necefiary errand. 

At two o'clock the camels returned ; and on numbering the 
water-(kins, we found them to amount to thirty. This is a 
great ftore ; but, from our former experience, may prove little 
enough for our wants, before we reach the next watering-place 
We would not break upon our provifion, as our journey was not 
commenced ; and made a ihift therefore to dine upon dates and 
bread. At four o'clock we were agreeably ftruck with the ap- 
pearance of Hadgee Uttalah, and the Arab who went laft night 
in queft of the camels. They brought but two, and Hadgee 
came without bis fon. On enquiring into the reafon of this 
diminution of our guard, we learn that the (haik has detained 
the fon, as a pledge for the fincerity of the father. We infer 
from this, that the (haik was not pleafed with our delay here ;. 
and has therefore exacted this new boftage from our conductor, 
to exprefs his diiTatisfafiion. 

. Our bs^gage was now replaced upon the camels ; but a full 
hour was lofl: in diiputes among the owners, touching the buf- 
dois to be aifigned to their feveral beafts. ^ Thefe were, how-^ 
ever, at length adjuflied > and at five o'clock in the evening, we 
left, the ground with eighteen camels in company. Our way 
{till lay through a ft«iy plain ; and about fun-fet we mounted 
a craggy hiM, from whence we were agreeably furprized with a 
fudden view of the river below. The land continues^ barren 
until wkhin a mile of the banks ; on which, buried in a ro- 
mantic wood, we difcerned the buildings of Dundarah, a town, 
of which I have before ^oken *. The want of population can 

^ According to the learned Dr. Pococke, there is a temple oClfis ijt^good prefer- 
vation at Dundarah, but no remains of that of Venus, fo much celebrated of old.'. 
The peculiarity of their fituation, prevented the author and his companions from, 
indulging their curiofity attbat^ or any other place in the neighborhoods. 
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be the only rea£>n, that a defart fhould extend itfdf to the vi- 
cinity of the fineft river in the world. And to the genius of a 
Mahometan government, muft that want be alone attributed. 
As we defcended the hill, we loft fight of the wood and water ; 
and muft bid adieu for ibme dme, to fuch a regalement to our 
fenfes. At feven o'clock we halted for the night. The Arabs 
tell us, that the roads are too rugged and dangerous to travel 
over in the dark. This is a mortification to us ; but we muft 
put up with having come but ten miles in two days, which is 
our prefcnt diftance from Ghinnah. Our courfe has, however, 
been northerly, and we are fo far in our route to Cairo. 

SATURDAY, 6th September. 

At half paft five this morning we refumed our march. My eyes 
are ftill bad, and I have fufFered great anguifti from them on the 
road. The heat particularly afFefts them, though I defend them 
as well as I can from the fun. As we went along we ftarted fe* 
veral deer^ but they are too wild to admit of our getting a ftnt at 
J:hem. The road ftill continues rugged, and we afcended fevoral 
hills, but could not procure another peep at the river. It is not 
likely that we are far from it by the courfe we keep, though it will 
behove us fliortly to maintain a refpedtabie diftance, to avoid the . 
. parties of Ibrahim Beg, which are (aid to hover about its neigh-- 
borhood. At half paft eleven we halted to the eaftward of a pro- 
je£ting hill, under whofe friendly ftiade we ate an hearty meal of 
bread and meat. Our laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles. As 
we came up to this place, we difturbed a poor deer, that had fhel- 
tered itfelf here from the fun. Thefe animals abound in this de- 
fart ; and as we have not met with, or even heard of, any wild 
beafts, or venomous creatures in* our peregrinations, I conclude 
Egypt to be free of them, notwithftanding the fables of antiquity. 
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In India we confider it as a tlimg almoil: certain, ta find tyger? 
near an herd of deer j which they are always obferved to follow aa 
their ufual prey. When our dinner was ended, we laid down to 
take a nap^ The hour was inviting thereto, add the ftay we were: 
to make here, admitting of the fweets of repofe. 

When I awoke in the afternoon, Hadgee Uttalah perceived my 
eyes to be much inflamed, and very kindly proffered me fome re- 
lief. The Arabs generally carry a medicine about them> for the 
cure of a diforder to which they are fo fubje^, from the duft and 
heat which incominode their country* Experience muft have 
proved the efficacy of the ^ medicine ; and I was fo remote from^ 
any hopes of aflifirance, that I even ventured to fubmit my eyes to 
the hands of this quack. The medicine is of a black thick confifl:*- 

« 

ence, and, on his introducmg it with ah inftrument into my eyes,, 
occafioned a momentary finart. At four o'clock we purfued our 
journey, and keeping the fame dire£tion, without varying the 
fcene, at feven o'clock we reached the foot of a prodigious hi^ 
mountain, which we cannot afcend in the dark. Here, therefore^ 
we took up our abode for the liight. The laft ftage was three 
hours> or feven miles» fo that we compute ourfelves to be thirty* 
three miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been N* N^ E,- 

SUNDAY, 7th September, 

• 

The Arabs have a very good cuftom of drinking coffee,, before 
they leave their ground in a morning* This we have adopted,, 
and find it much more efficacious in taking the chill off the fto- 
mach, than the. old Englifii prefcription of a dram^ writh whidx 
we are, perhaps^ luckily ujoiprovided. By ilx o'clock we had 
accoutered our camels^ and, leading them 'in our hands, began to 
afcend the mountain on foot. As we mounted the fteep, we ff e«» 
qmently bleft ourfelves thatiwe were not ridings as the path was; 
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fo narrow, the leaft falfe ftef) ftiuft have fent the beaft down the 
bordering precipice. But it ni«fH>iB -cdnfeffed, that the camel is 
the moft fure^ootddof all b«aftS*Pftartlcni nordd f Hcolka in 
this fatiguing mardi from ftecp t6' ftcip, that tny camel ftmnbled 
once. We were upwarcfe of an hottr climbing -fliis moifntain, and 
on the top found an^xtehfire plain. Bat the ptolpefi: from hence 
was obftrufted by the * a^acent ^heights?, 'wMdi in fome places 
overlooked the ground we wcrb uport.^ We- tt^elle* about two 
hours on this mountain, wh^re we found a'fetifiblef dtfiference in 
the fharpnefs of the atmofphere^ and at nine o'clock' began to de- 
fcoid: We once mfore dKh^ottnted 011^ camels, which weiiad rode 
over the level farface, kndhaftened ddWn the declivity, in a third 
of thetime \w*ii*h'V9^c( tdok- to'go tap: TBe path winded round the 
fide of the niountainy a^ to bur feft anhbriidchafm, fome hundred 
fathotais deep, prefefttedltfeJf fdx>urview. It is farprizing no ac- 
cident befel theldidedxftmfek, whofeharnefs irfo bad, that they 
were freqifaDftiiy Itepped^'in the^ *ttkid!e-of a defcent, to adjaft the 
baggage which had been difcoMpofed by the violent motion of 
the animal. When we gamed the bottom, two of the camel- 
drivers puftied' forward to fee if they could fhoot a deer. We have 
but litde depeh4*ftce tipoti' their matchlocks; which muft be rett- 
ed to take a goddaihi : and though my companions have mufkets, 
they will not rifle -their reputation by trying their fkill, as they 
have not balls that fit their pieces. We winded through the val- 
ley, where We met with numerous thorn- trees in full blo({bm and 
fragrance ; and ^fttv a long^march, haked at half paft <mt o'clock 
to the eaftward of an- high hilL Juft before we neached this place^ 
a ludicrous circumftance enough happened to me. I had loiter*- 
ed about two hundred yards behind, in company with three pf 
the Arabs, who fuddenly fl:o)>ped myciunel, and> by figns, for- 
bade me to proceed. This abrupt behavior roufed me from a re- 
verie in which I was plunged j and, on my attempting to go on, 
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they ftiU detsdned me, and fiiequehtly aied out^ ** Huilal, huf- 
ial." I looked immediately for my companions, who, I perceiv- 
ed, were treated in die lame manner ; and I was about to have re* 
courfe to my arms, in order to force a paflage to them, when, 
behold 1 a fine back ran acrois the road in front of us, which was 
followed by the report of a piece. The myftery was now unra« 
veiled, and I was in a moment delivered from the greateft per- 
plexity I had ever experienced. This had arifen from my im- 
perfect acquaintance with the language. The word ^' HuflTal," 
which had appeared to me like a term of command, I now found' 
to be a deer in Arabic. I quickly rejoined the troop, znd laugh-; 
ed heartily with them at the adventure. I need not add, that we 
did not dine upon venifon to day. We had recourie, however, to 
our potted mutton, of which we muft be fparing, as our con- 
ductor and the camel-owners expe6t to partake of it. We did not' 
lay our account with this partition, but will fubmit to it, rather 
than put thefe people out of humor. The laft ftage was feven 
hours and an half, or nineteen miles. 

At half paft three o'clock we were mounted again, and going 
through the fame valley, in about an hour, reached the bottom of 
another fteep mounts. We wore obUged to lead our camds Up, 
and in about half an hour gsdned the fununit, where we found a 
plain near two miles in length, over which we rode. At fix o'clock . 
we came to the extremity of the mountain, when our advanced 
guard alarmed us widi the news of a party of camels being in the 
vale. As it was a fufpicious ]^ace to encounter any of our own 
fpecies, we all took to our arms, and aflfembled on the descent, 
which was (o craggy, and fo perpendicular, that^ fmall as our 
numbers were, we were enabled, by our fituation, to have coped 
with a multitude of enemies. The ftrangers had obferved our 
motions, and drew up in a body below to wait the reiult. We 
counted no lefs than thirty camels, and deduced therefrom, that 
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wc flipuld have twa to ctew agi^nf^ uj; inxjife of faofiilities* To 
gain intelligence, however^ of the diilj^ofiidoa of the ilrangejrs, 
Hadgbe Uttalah himfelf defeeptki into the vallsy; He ventured 
himfelf unarmed, as a token o£: peace ;.:and Mre .inrere not a little 
impatient to behol4 the kitervieir: vpfabrh was afaoiit tD> take place* 
We were deeply interefted in its event ; and, ciirumftanced as vre 
were, it is not furprizing that we ihwld doufot of its fuccefs. But 
we were haj^ily deceivibd in our ideas. No foooer had Hadgee 
Uttalah approached the new party, than he was recognized by cne 
among them, who ran with open armsfto receive him. He was 
prefently encompaiTed by < the reft ^ and we could difcem that he 
was ferved with cdiF^e and bread. This flaggered us in our opi-< 
nion of thefe people-^ pro&ffion ; and we began to conceive that 
they might be travellers like ourfelves,: who,^ in thefe critical times, 
had explored the defa^t^ vsk preference l» the river* And we were 
now confirmed in this conceit^ by the figns which Hadgee made 
tons to defoend« Thelb figns virefe interpreted to us by our 
Arabs, who told us there was nothing to fear« We obeyed, there-* 
fore, and wenK down the hill in as good order as the path would 
adnut of. We were met at the foot of it l)y Hadgee^ who convey* 
ed us and our baggage to a ^oft at fime^flanoe f rmn the ftrangers, 
and then r etumed to theffli. Many were the* embraces and con - 
gratulations that were exchanged between the Arabs on both 
fides. The firft thing, we learned was> that water is to be pro* 
cured in this valley^ which has induced our gentry to halt here 
and replenifli our fldoa. We arrived here at half paft fix o'clock, 
fo that our iaft fiage was three hours, or ieven miles* 

While Hadgee Uttalah was engi^ed isi an eameft converfation 
with the leader of the other party, Ibrahim and Abdul RuiTar came 
to us with looks of fuiprize^. and informed us, that they had dif«i 
covered the ftrai^ers to be what we at firft apprehended-^a band 
of robbers. That tiiey hadoverheard one of them boaft, that this 
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band took the fy^stme\s near Cofire during our ftay in that 
itow^— aft s^necdqte whlsh I before mentioned — and that on the 
b^nks of the Ni|/s» th^ h^ plundered ft caravan but a few days 
jago, with the- fpoU^ 9f *hwh they wwe now returning to their 
own country ! : Itmaf be inu^ned th^t we were not a little ftartled 
at this intelligence. The novelty of the drcumftance did not di- 
^inifh its uDiplQ»i}mtli«& i and cmr fituatlon was as alaroiing as 
uncommon. We were turned adrift in a wide defarti and> in cafe 
pf pppQfitjoni .were: to depend Upon o^ti? arms, iaiid the fidelity of 
our j^rabs.i .;&vm conquoft. would not avjul us, were we obliged 
to fight ag^nil oxw guides. Iq the defart only cqfuld we look for 
fafety in thift heAik. laiidj ^d rwe. had n& chie to \mravel its 
iaaazes, ihould wi^(be abandoiired. by ova peppji^. The& were the 
firft i^ile^ionsi whi(^ iugseftod thtfoi^veQ i fa^t our minds were 
prefpiltly relieved by the aflr^noes cHF Hadgse Uttalah> who now 
joined i^s^ He me^ no (ccBpift to dfn|uaintaus^ with tfaie prof effion 
of the rpbbers ; but ^dded, thnt the)! hadi as muchregard for their 
word as other peopli^. Th^f .happily kiienr him, which was in-« 
deed the faving of an effufion of. blood* «* Fof, on IJie feore of 
friendfhip, they had pledged their word to him, that they would 
not meditate the leaft wrong agfdnfl: pSN. AVje ^ght truft them 
implicitly, for the wild Arabs had. iieverbcdi known to break their 
faith ofi fuchi occafion«> .After this prelude, we were the lefs &ir- 
prized at a propqfition rwhi^ch' thi^ had mado bim, to accompany 
us to Cairo.' Hadgee.him&lf recoiBii^^nded to U6 to accept of it. 
Our intereft, he iaid> was evesy^ way coiicernnd k\ iU' Tbey would 
ferve us both as guides and prote6):ors, in this unfrequented 
wafte : and where they imce adopted a caufe, it was thirir cha-^ 
rafter to promote it at the expeqce :of their blood. Had we dif*- 
truiled this pan^y ric, it was not. for us to diflent againft the 
opinion of our condu£lor, who vfas a^ually the mafter*of our 
peribns and effects. The pMges he has left at Ghfinnah will pre^ 
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vent his riiklng his charge wantonly^ and on diis we rely at this 
junflure. We have fallen into precious company ! and it behoves 
us to be on our guard a3 much as p6ffibte. Never did heroes in 
romance plunge into greater perplexities ; and were not this 
narrative well attefted^ it might feem here to breathe the air of 
fi6tion. But the good genius which preiided over every adven- 
ture we have atchieved, will, we truft, condu6t us fafely through 
the prefent. 

At (even o'clock the camels belonging to the robbers went on 
for water, and left their captain and a guard only with their bag- 

« 

gage. This was a proof of confidence ; but we betook ourfelves 
to bed, with our arms by us as ufiial, and got as much fleep as the 
cold would admit of. I was {o unfortunate as to be ftripped of nif 
night-cloak at Ghinnah, and have no defence but a chintz cover* 
fid againft the iharpneTa of tht wiiid, which 19 due north; and as 
cutting as I ever felt it out of Europe. When we beg^n to travel 
at night, the motion will make us lefs fenfible of the cold. Thi$ 
valley is, by our reckomng, fifty^nine miles from Ghinnah. Our 
courfe to-day has been N. W. • 
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MONDAY, 8th September. 

1 awoke at four o'clock this morning, and found that the ca- 
mels belonging to the itobbers' were not returned from the fpring. 
Their baggage kky within view df us, amohgWhieh I Ifearn there is 
coffee, fugar, and fail-cloth, which tfieyhave lately taken, and are 
carrying for fale into the neighborhood 6f Cairo. At day-break 
our camels were alio difpatdied for watct, and left only Hadgee 
Uttalah and the others of the camels with us. As there was no 
hope of our dedampittjg 4)e!bre noon, to amiife inyfelf after break- 
fafk I fat down to f rarifcribe an ode, in the compbfition of which 

I was difturbed ycflerday by the advcntutc o£ the deer. My camdi 
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is the lazieft of the fet, and affords me frequent opportunities 
for muling, by lagging behind the reft. A pretty place for in- 
{piration truly ! methinks fome critic cries. But as gay fcenes 
give birth to gay ideas^ fo. t|ie yerie portrayed in a defart, can- 
not fail to partake of its ftrofig and gloomy coloring* Thofe 
readers who . are of a difpofition to relifli fuch a pidhire, may 
look to the Appendix ;, where, to avoid breaking the thread of 
my fubjed):, I have placed this ode. Conceived among the objeiSts 
it defcribes, it is chiefly calculated for the penlivci . melancholy 
heart ; to which I b^ leave to addre& it. 

It feems that robbery is no diihonorable profeffion among the 
Arabs, while they confina ikm.m^^t9l^9 people of other 
diftridts. Their frieqds^Bd «C3ipji^^ encounter thefe 

banditti without violation ; aM/iit ^lie^cm Hnown, that they 
lay tbeir own, countryn^a uiulcr/CQfltnJ^a^pp^ .. Our Arabs have 
fallen under the, foroiar deicns^i|^).^j^j|»>ito this extraordi- 
nary oWcrvancc of i^» ,tlmt,.wf[r^2||| b^ oMpbtc^ for our 
efcape. Their cuftom is to^makeiiKxcifdlom i^ pro^ 

vinces, and to return to their ow^^ with aM iht plunder they 
can colleft. They confider it rather as carrying on a petty war, 
than as an infringement of the rights of mankind; and in this re-* 
{pcdi, perhaps, have as muckreafon and juftice on their fide, as 
moft of thofe heroes wha- have, deiblatedr the earth, and whole 
crimes. only y/anttQ be divefted.of . the ^vaia. ^flat of uncommon 
aftions. The goivemment itfelf rwipk^ at ^€{fc proceedings, which 
enrich its.fu^je^s and whUie thc.j4^1inquewt;S' keep beyond the 
immediate cognizance of juftice, they, have^ nothing to appre-* 
hend from its refentment. And if it be conlidered, that many 
of their aJQTociates are men. who. have beep guilty of no ofibnce^ 
but have been obliged, by the crimes c^ fome. of th^r family, to 
take refuge in the deiart^ to fbun. the vengeancei of indivichials, 
we fliould be the lefs furprized at meeting with an inftance of 
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humanity and forbearance among them. The cruel policy of 
their laws has peopled the wafte ; and driven men of fair cha- 
racter to mingle with the vile, and to prey on the unwary tra- 
veller ! , 

The captain of the gang was introduced to us by Hadgee 
Uttalah at breakfaft^ and took a cup of coffee with us. He is a 
bold, laughing villain^ of a middle iize, but large limbed : and 
would be well-featured, were not his mouth disfigured by a deep 
fear, which contracts his upper lip, and betrays the lofs of fe^ 
veral of his fore-teeth :. the effects we fuppoie of one of his ren* 
counters! There is a freedom in his behavior, which gains 
him our confidence. Far from being a(hamed of his way of 
life, he talked of his late exploit, and produced two pair of 
morocco flippers, a Turkifh veft, and other articles of drefs, for 
iale. Thefe we readily purchafed^ to conciliate his good opinion ; 
and neceflity mufl excuie our receiving ftolen goods, knowing 
them to be ftolea. Abdul RuiTar bou^t an Alcoran, and other 
reli^ous books, the plunder perhaps of fome poor priefl: ; and 
Ibrahim a French horfe-piflol, which will be of more fhew 
than ufe to him. TheTe things we have procured for at leaft a 
third of their value: and Hadgee Uttalah has fatisfied the rob- 
ber, for which we are to accoimt with the former at Cairo. We 
have been careful to inftil into our own people the belief of our 
being deftitute of money ; or God knows, what mifchief the dif- 
covery of our real treafures might produce againf): us. Our for-- 
tune is very peculiar. We might have gone this road a thoufand 
times, without encountering thefe freebootei^s. Had we arrived 
at this pafs but half an hour later, we fhould have mififed of 
them, as they were halting through the valley to get water, and 
dreamed as little as ourfelves, of flumbling upon human crea- 
tures in this unfrequented wafte. But the event only can de- 
cide, whether the meeting be propitious or not. We have often, 
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during our journey, had occalion to applaud Pope*s celebrated 
sdaxim, that '^ whatever is, is right." And though fo flattering 
to our interefts, may we not hope that even this will prove a 
frelh teftimony of it? The dealings which we have Ijad with 
their captain, fhew that he means to aft upon the fquare 
with us ; and we are fl:ill encreafing our debt witii our Arabs, of 
which they are to look for payment at Cairo. 

At eleven o'clock their camels returned from the fpring, and 
had their intentions been hoftile, they could not have found a 
better opportunity to eixecute them, than in the abfencc of a 
great part of our force. But their ideas were of an oppofite na- 
ture. In the afternoon they killed a young camel, in compli- 
ment to Hadgec Uttalah ; and nothing went forward but pre- 
parations for an entertainment. This flelh the Arabs efteem be- 
yond all other; and as they presented us with a piece, our 
ftomachs were not pampered enough to refufe tafting of it. 
Though we had eaten our humble repaft, we had fufEcient 

• * 

appetite to find the meat tender and well- flavored. It is coarfc 
enough, however, and might be mifl:aken for bull-beef. 

At three o'clock our camels returned, with the Ikins filled 
virith good water. There is a feaft however among the Arabs, 
which cuts ofF our expeftations^ of getting away before the 
evening. Were it not for the delay, we have not fpent adif- 
agreeable day in this valley. It is ib deep' and fo narrow, 
that there is fever a {hade to the eaft or weft fide of it, and a 
draft of wind drawing through, which alleviates the noon-tide . 
fervor. 

We find, to our great regret, that we do not move to-nigh t.^ 
Hadgee Uttalah now tells us, that as the camel was killed on 
our account, we cannot in decency but ftay, until the flxangers 
have drefied and prepared it for the journey. This will take up 
until dark, and W€ have^ another craggy mountain to pafs oven 
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As the troubles probably fubfift at Cairo, the old man propofed 
to us a plan, to carry us to the place of tbefe robbers' reiidence. 
This is fltuated near the river, and but a few hours diftant from 
that city, where he will accompany us in a boat. And the rea-> 
fon he gives for this manceuvre, is plaufible enough. His camels 
run a ri(k of being preffed for the war, fhould he venture them 
to Cairo. Notwithftanding it was the Shaik Ul Arab's pofitive 
direction, that the camels (hould fet us down at the Englilh fac- 
tory, and the fcheme itfelf is not wholly to our mind, we muft 
have that confideration for thefe poor creatures' property, as not 
to hazard it wantonly at the capital, if we can be conveyed there, 
though at a little more expence, in a boat. We have, therefore, 
given our condu6tor the latitude to a£t for the beft. But not to 
forget our intereft while he promotes his own. 

The crackling of fires was now heard on all fides, and the menial 
Arabs were bufy in turning the large joints upon the glowing em- 
bers. Some were dealing out their fcanty allowance to the camels i 
while others uniheached their glittering blades, to portion out the 
night's repaft. Meanwhile the chiefs were aflembled apart, 
ftretched upon the hides of ibme ferocious animal, once roving and 
lawlefs like themfelves. Their arms were thrown p aceably by 
them ; while from each mouth, a long protended tube difpenfed 
the fragrant fumes of Perfia's weed. Deeds of bold hardiment are 
now retold : and each vain-glorious boafter is hero of the fre- 
quent tale. His province, war I and man, his fpoil > Thus fleet 
the hours, 'till languor creeps upon the band^ and quick refigns 
them to the arms of fleep. 

TUESDAY, 9th September. 

The night was (harp as ufual, which occafioned us to lie longer 
this morning to comfort ourfelves. We did not move oBF our 
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ground until half paft fix .o'clock, and the. robbers then were not 
ready tx) accompany us. They defircd us however to proceed, 
and promifed to follow foon after. For three hours we winded 
through theTalley we flq)t'mj,.and about ten o'clock, began to 
gain the bigh.groai¥i ]M)ra regular afcent. The reft of this day's 
journey was continued over a fucceflion of hills and dales ; where 
the road was fo intricate and broken, that nothing but a camel 
tx)nld get over it. The appearance of the road is fo frightful in 
many places, that we do not wondier, why our, peqplc have hither- 
to hid by in the night* Th« /air is fo, piercing on. the hills, that 
we feel not the Icaft inconvenience from the meridian ray. The 
fun, indeed, is far to the fouthward in this month, and wc daily 
haften, to our great comfort, from each pther : add to. this, we have 
turned our backs upon him. We.caiit'^rra^iiripfonQvnce t;his jour- 
ney .taJbe of a different complexion ir<H».QW h^. The roads, it is 
true/are more diftcult and daiiggrQ^ ^ 4}Qt :th^ jfe^icm is ib much 
changed for the better, that we fcarce know; wh^t it is to thirft, or 
to faffer any .but a partial heat« Mofi^:0'(^iHiky^.P9Xtred another 
valley, which we traverfed until half vpa^i tiwq^nd ^r want of a 
breeze, found it comfortably. hot; Hpk^ !i¥^ha|ted,.and were not 
lucky enough to gain the leaft Ihelter from thp fun. The change 
vras difagreeabk enough from our late fituation in the high ground. 
We pafibd fuddenly from the extreme of cold to that of heat. 
'• Extremes by change more fierce." Thij valley we found to 
be the proper watering-place : the fpring we met with yefterday 
being only known to the robbers who haunt the wafte. Our ca* 
mels were accordingly difpatched to replenifh the few empty Ikins, 
and to drink themfelves, againft the long thirft they are to expe- 
rience. We fprang a brace of partridge and feveral quail in this 
valley, which has good cover of fragrant fhrubs. The laft ft^e 
was no lefs than eight hours, or twenty miles, and by our reckon- 
ing, we are but feventy-nine miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe 
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to-day has been N. N. W. We now fee that yeftierday was ab- 
folutely a loft day, and if we travel at this rate, our proviiions, as 
well as patience, will foon fail us. 

It was whifpered about that the robbers had taken a different 
iTXUte. We had been here near two hours, and there were no^ 
figns of them. This made us fufpe£t, that they had anrafed us 
with the idea of joining us, and we were rather doubtful, whether 
the feparation would be to our advantage or not, when a little 
after four o'clock, I faw the captain of the robbers with two at- 
tendants, advancing towards us with a quick pace. Shortly after 
the whole band appeared in light, according their fteps to the tune 
of a fong, and feemingly carelefs of the fun-beams and of the 
world befide. They make a formidable figure, and are trebly 
armed to what our party are. How different is the faft from 
what was reported of their difcipline and arms i Befides his 
matchlock,^ which is flung behind his back, each man has piftds 
in his girdle, a fabre on his left fide, and a hanger on his right, 
while in his right hand he brandifhes a fpear. They are alfo in 
general better mounted than we > and our having out-marched 
them to-day, muft be attributed to the additional load they have 
carried in the flefh of the camel. The principal part of our 
force was abfent, and they had another fair opportunity of at^ 
tacking u^ to advantage. But very amicable was their falutation ; 
and they only thought of fending their camels to the fpring, which 
met our's returning thence. This we find will detain us here un- 
til the morning, and 15 the fecond delay which thefe people have^ 
occafioned us. We learn that we are to march for three days on 
the mountains, before we defcend towards the Nile, where we 
are to water next ; which argues the neceffity of going from 
hence with full (kins. 
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WEDNESDAY, loth September. 

: We were late as ufual in decamping this morning. The Arabs 
fecm not to relilh the morning air, and make up for the delay, by 
marching an hour or two longer during the heat of the day : a 
circumftance not over and above agreeable to us. But, perhaps, I 
fpeak chiefly for myfelf, whofe eyes are ftill weak, though on the 
mending hand, and much incommoded by the rays of the fun. 
Our fatisfaftions are feldom without their alloys. In a converfa- 
tion we had with one of the owners of our camels, as we drank our 
coffee, he let us know how much we were in the power of his 
countrymen. He had the alTurance to laugh at the idea of the Shaik 
Ul Arab, who he faid was nobody here ; and added, that were it 
not for himfelf and his companions, we (hould have been ftripped 
by the robbers, and now been wandering about the defart, defti- 
tute of food and raiment ♦. There was fomething in this pidlure 
that did not flatter our imaginations. Our pride was alarmed ; 
and we quickly retorted, that we never would be reduced to fuch 
a condition, while we had a hand remaining to wield a weapon. But 
in fpite ofthis fellow's arrogance, we thought it prudent to retain 
him in our intereft. We commended his fidelity, and appeared 
thankful for his friendfhip, which we promifed to fliew a proper 
fenfe of on our arrival at Cairo. His behavior, indeed, is quite 
the reverfe to that of Hadgee Uttalah, who is not only a quiet, 
civil body, but one, who Ipeaks of his fovereign with deference 
and refped. 

At half paft fix o'clock we began to afcend a mountain nearly 
perpendicular. The way was rugged, and one of my camels be- 
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ing Ikittifh, or perhaps uneaiily laden, fuddenly threw his burden 
from his back, and difordercd the whole body. My trunks pitched 
from rock to rock, until they got to the bottom ; and I am in- 
debted to good luck, that they were not broken to pieces. The 
contents which foch an accident would have publiihed to the 
robbers, might have awakened the fpirit of rapine which lay dor- 
mant within them, and tended to difturb the prefent harmony 
which fubfifts between us. Ibrahim was fent down to replace 
the baggage, and found one of the robbers very kindly affifting 
the driver in that office. We were near an hour leading our ca- 
mels from one afcent to another, before we conquered the fum- 
mit ; and for three hours rode over a plain, where neither (hrub 
nor bufh was to be feen^ At ten o'clock we defcended into a val- 
ley, where we halted to breakfaft. In this valley, we found plenty 
of provender for our cattle : rofemary bufhes, and other fhrubs 
of uncommon fragrance, which, being natives of the defart, are 
ftill, perhaps, without a name.. Though thefe fcented plants arc 
the u(ual food of the camel, it is remarkable that his breath is 
infufFerably naufeous. But when he is pufhed by hunger, he de* 
yours thiftles and prickles indifcriminately, without the lead: da- 
mage to his mouth, which feems proof to the fharpeft thorns. 
The laft ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At half paft eleven we mounted agsun, and traverfed the 
valley for an hour and upwards; when we climbed the moun- 
tains once more, by as narrow and craggy paths as human feet 
ever trod. As we overlooked the precipices belide us, I difco- 
vered feveral channels apparently worn with water, and am con*^ 
vinced in my own mind, from thefe and other figns, that either 
the Nile formerly branched into this defart, or rivers ran here 
whofe fprings are now choaked up. •• Dumb are their channels 
and their fountains dry." The very neighborhood of the Nile 
has undergone one of the unaccountable vicifiitudes of fublu- 
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nary things : and the population of Upper Egypt has ihrunk 
to the narrow compafs of the river, which waters her extcnfive 
domain ! 

The band of robbers keep in our rear, and have hitherto 
halted at an agreeable diftance from us. This condu£): we ap- 
prove of much, as their mixing with our iimple fervants might 
be productive of difcoveries, not to our advantage. At half paft 
four, we entered a valley, where we dined luxurioufly in the 
(hade. We are much furprized to find that our bifcuit runs 
fhort. This will foon oblige us to mefs with the Arabs, and to 
eat of their flour cakes baked in the afhes. But while we 
keep our healths, we (hall fcarcely complain of our food, what- 
ever it may be. The Arab we hired at Ghinnah, is the perfon 
on whom we mud: depend for the manufa£hiring the(e cakes. 
'He is a droll, who plays a thou(and antic tricks to divert the 
company. But I am of opinion, that he has more of the knave 
than fool about him. Ibrahim was always too indolent, to ad- 
minifter to our wants of this kind'. And as to Abdul Ruflar, he 
has been of little or no fervice to us, (ince the leap he made 
for his life at the houfe of Mahontet. He has been long reco- 
vered of his bruifes, but they (eem to have cooled bis zeal for 
our interefts. The laft (l:age was five hours, or twelve miles 
and an half. At eight o'clock we moved on with the benefit 
of a fine moon, and kept winding through the valley until half 
paft eleven, when we ftopped at the foot of an high hill for the 
remainder of the night. The laft ftage was three hours and an 
half, or nine miles ; and we are by computation one hundred 
and ten miles from Ghinnah. Our couffe to-day has been to 
the eaftward of north. 
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THURSDAY, nth September. 

We decamped in fuch hafte this morning, that we were idif- 
appointed of our coffee, and marched away with empty ftomachs. 
We led the camels up the hill before us, and for two hours 
paded over fuch a variety of hills and dales, that we could not 
pretend to mount our beafts. At eight o'clock, we began to 
defcend into a deep valley, by one of the moft dangerous roads 
.we had yet beheld. On each fide of us were perpendicular 
fteeps, fome hundred fathoms deep. But the traveller's atten- 
tion feems to be purpofely diverted from the danger, by the 
magnificent objefts which furround him. Here he fees pointed 
heaps of the brighteft cryftal, that dazzle the eye with their 
glittering luftre : while ever and anon above his head, tre*- 
mfendous to behold ! columns of the fineft granite, rent from the 
mountain, feem ready to bury him beneath their tottering 
weight. On every part is fuch a wild confufion of hanging 
precipices, disjointed rocks, and hideous chafms, that we might 
well cry out with the poet ** Chaos is come again." Whoever 
can tread thefe rude retreats, without being ftruck with the fub- 
limefi ideas of that Almighty Providence, who prefides as well 
amid the gloom and filence of the defart, as in the noife and 
gaiety of the city, muft be as dead to the emotions of fancy 
as to a fenfe of devotion. Yes; omnipotent Father ! to thee we 
trail for our deliverance from the perils that furround us. It 
was through this wildernefs thou didft lead thy chofen people. 
It was heje thou didft manifeft thy fignal proteftion, in fnatch- 
ing them from the jaws of deftrudlion which opened upon every 
fide. Though lefs deferving of thy regard, we defpair not of a 
profperous iflue to our wanderings : and in the hope of thy fup- 
port, we look with indifference on what may befal us ! 
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At nine o'clock we afcended a gentle acclivity, where we 
mounted our camels, and rode over level ground until half 
paft ten, when we halted among fome flirubs, to feed our beads 
and to breakfaft. The laft ftage was four hours and an half, or 
eleven miles. 

At half paft eleven we refumed our Journey, which ftilE 
lay upon a plsdn. A& we went along, we ftarted two or three 
deer, which were the firft living creatures we had met upon 
thefe heights. At two o'clock we came fuddenly upon a dreadful 
chafm in the road, which appears to have been the eflFeft of an 
earthquake* Ir is about three hundred yards long, one hundred 
yards wide, and as many deep^ and what is the curiofity, in 
the middle of the gulph a (ingle column of ftone raifes its head 
to the furface of the earth. The rudenefs of the work, and the 
aftoniftiing length of the ftone, announce it to be a * lufus na- 
tural though the robbers declared to us^ that beneath the co- 
lumn there lies a prodigious fum of money ; and added, with a 
grave face, they have a tradition,, that none but a Chriftian's hand 
can remove the ftone to come at it. We could hardly keep our 
countenance at this tale, and without attempting a labor, which 
would have been worthy of the fabled Hercules, we rounded this 
gulph, which is called Somah ; and leaving, it behind us, we 
entered a valley where we found a very craggy xx)ad. We con*- 
tinued our courfe through this valley until half paft five 
o'clock, when we halted under the (hade of an hill to dine. The 
laft ftage was fix hours, or fifteen miles ; and a very fatiguing; 
one it proved, during the hotteft part of the day. The robbers 
kept nearer to us than ufual,. and encamped on the fame ground. 
Here our Arabs diverted themfelves with fhootmg at a mark, 
at which they are very dextrous. It is neceflary for them, how- 
ever, to reft their pieces, which leaves them infinitely beneath> 
our markfmen in fair ftiooting. The example of our people 
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animated thofe in the other quarter : and there was nothing 
heard but the report of fire-arms, during our ftay here. Tb5 
robbers were much delighted with a mufketoon belonging to us» 
whofe execution upon the rocks was more terrible, and whofe 
report more loud, than they had any conception of. They re- 
marked too with wonder, that a matchlock mifles fire more fre* 
quently than a fufee, although the former has a match in lieu 
of a flint. 

At eight o'clock we mounted again, and refumed our courfe 
through the valley by moon*light, until half paft ten, when 
we flopped to take our rcpofe. The lait ftage was two hours 
and an half, or fix miles ; and by our reckoning, we are one 
hundred and forty-two miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to- 
day has been N. by E. and N. by W, 

FRIDAY, i2th September. 

We did not begin our march before half paft fix o'clock 
this morning, by which time we had broken our faft with a difh 
of cofiee. We dire6led our courfe to the weftward, to gain on 
the river; as this is the fourth day fince we filled our'water- 
fkins, which make but a light appearance at prefent. We fbon 
entered upon a very extenfive plain, fcattered over 'with a va- 
riety of odoriferous ihrubs, and bounded on all fides by lofty 
mountains, whofe tops were loft in the clouds. After the 
heights we have paflfed, it is no pleafing profpedl to behold new 
difficulties to conquer. But, alas ! fatigues feem daily to multi- 
ply upon us. " Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps arife." 
— As we went along we perceived the frefti tracks of numbers of 
deer, which we fuppofe had taken to the hills on our approach. 
The nearer we go to the Nile, the lefs fterile is the face of the 
country. The foil in many places is mixed with clay, and feems 
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capable of addvation. At half pad: dght a'clock we halted in a fpa-« 
cious opening between the mountains, which leads due weft to 
the river« Here the Arabs tell.ps we muft remain^ while the ca« 
mels fetch water from the Nile» which is about twenty miles 
diftant. As the war ftill rages there, they do not think it pru- 
dent for us to approach any nearer. The robbers have encamp- 
ed by us,' and di^atfhe^ their cam/els on the fame errand. This 
delay will prol<m^iOur journey a da j at leaft, and coniequeQtIj 
the titne we. are to fpend rwith thefe honeft fellows. They are, 
however, on their good . behavior with us 1 and as long as they 
keep their wprd with our condu6lor, we are bound to fpeak well 
of them, whatever ifiay be their general charafter and profeffipn* 
Weihpuld havc.fpent a difagreqable day here, had we not fixed up 
fuch a terit as we contrived at opr:fidl ftage from Ghinnah, to 
ihelter us from the fun. But there was no ftanding within it; 
nor any mode of entrance but upon. our knees. This inconve- 
nience, however, is hot to be mentioned, among others which 
we have long fuftained. Chairs and tables we have been utter 
ftrangers to for fome months ; and it is no longer awkward to 
us to feed ourfelves with our fingers. 

While we waited for the return of our camels, we were alarmed 
about noon by the report of two cannon. It came from the river, 
and we began to apprehend that there might be troubles in our 
neighborhood. Remote as we were from the fcene of the difpute, 
the fight of our camels might occafion an enquiry from either 
party, which might end in the difcovery of our retreat. Thefe re- 
flexions were not of a very confolatory nature ; nor did our fitu- 
ation call for foreign evils, to render it lefs envi^le. But we were 
not otherwife difturbed, than in our imag^ations. Every thing 
remdned quiet during the day j and though the Arabs, as well as 
our fervants, . repeat^ily declared, that they heard the firing of 
more cannon, we imputed it to fancy or fear, and attended very 
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ter, which at firft had a Terious tbuntenance. We found that buf 



laid in of thcfe ^ticle^. 'Now it was that vrt becatiie fenftblc of 
f6me of Ae good eflFefts off thi c6itip*tiy 6f thd roEb^s. What 
wc fliould hfave fought for ih vaiii m thdr abfence, their taptalA 
lias fttppK^d us- with; at half the 'prices wytSiiiidi artlcifes t)5ar at 
Ghiririah. Had^ee l^ttalalh has Tdttleii \irkk hitor for the arti^iit' 
Which we Ate to repay at tJaiit). Ih truth, tMe confciente 6rtKii 
ibbber is no lefe wonderful thaij iiis manners. He is eafy bf ac- 
cefe, and yet carries a proper commdrtd pvfer his party | and by hi^ 
own example teaches them to 'be civil, aiid'eveh obligih^ to^'ii^^ 
We would willingly make hittr a i^uitab^e atlm6Wfeagtileftt Ibr 
l3iis behavior,, but da not think it fafe to prodiite mcwiey, or to 
depart in the leaft frrtn otfr ptofeflipns of poverty. It was with 
^e greateli plcafctre: ima^nablej. that f'coijid oblige hifti iii a 
triffing point : with a cbUpte of raz6rs which he faw in my fer- 
Srant's: hands,, and ei:p'refied a defire for.. 

As the night advanced, our anxiety for the fate of our camels 
tncreafed." THey did not return before eleven o'clock, and were 
^bfent upwards of fourteen hours*^ Tbey went to an unfrequent- 
ed inlet of the riVer, but faw a countryman, who , informed the 
drivers,, that Ifmaul Beg had repulfed the gallies of Ibrahim Beg,^ 
and difperfed his forces upon the banks of the Nile. We are pro- 
bably indebted to the hbrrors of tht defart,^ that we have not en- 
'countered any of the fiigitives^ who> to, (hun famine here, have 
Gfhofeti a route more formidable in poiftt of humail perfecutions. 
This place; we underftiand; is^ nearly oppofife to the town of Suadi,. 
on the Nile ;, and aaour ftage to-day was but tw6 hours, or five 

-anks^,^ ^e afe;; by oiir CAlcuktiOn, lio, miles from Ghinnah. 
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At 'hiQf (Muft l&x' this moftn&ig vim left .our gcotmd, and travelled 

■ij^it'ii plain «it<ti^i&ie o'cI(Mck» w^A. 'W$ crnt^red a broad valley, 

«tiad at t««i lialtftd adiong ihmt baSbd^ to bl^^k&ft . Wo now bqgfui 

to be in ^hie fame tiiefi ivith'^die Aiibs. Our <ywii bafcuit was out ; 

mit it was'iv^Aiio indiiFerentjfcoitiiirlis that we partook of their un« 

leavened bread. This is made of flour to be fure, but flour in the 

<k»t(!s(k lEate t «nd vkat with the tmkisg find b»king» the reader 

^ittay ddhciive thai: tito bread ii of « ^e^bl^ blacknefs^, before it 

cbmts to our hdndsi Wc nbiftfen tf^s food>¥kh ghee, and crown 

the repaft wkh a 4i(h of ieoi&e, and a dtfi^gh^ of w;ater. I declare, 

for my own part, that i ne^ ehj^^^ ofie^ ^t any period of my 

life, wkh a f>etter rdiih^. / S6 ben^i^ are exqrcife and fobriety 

tb the heaMil and fo fiiccefsfiilis nete^ty in qvercoming the force 

of habit ! I inay (peak confidefntly on the f<f r|ner heads, in regard 

to my^f s as my conftitution is none of the fh*ongeft, and I have 

been ^ver fubje6b to head-*aclis, and nervqus complaints. But 

none of our company bear the fatigues of t&e journey better than 

myifelf ; or have b6en bleft with a greator (hare i^ health during 

our refidence in thefe parts. The humour ih my eyes was but an 

external difbrdet ; and, Jjhanks to our conduftor, did not much 

trouble me after the application he made to them. The laft ftage 

was three hour^ and an Half, or nine miles. 

At eleven o'clock we mounted i^ain, and purfued our route 
through the valley, which is pretty thickly covered with (hrubs. 
'Nothing is fo difagreeaible as to go for any length of way throu^ 
a place of this kind. The poor camiels will flop at ev^ buih to 
fati^fy their hunger ^ and, did humanity admit of depriving them 
df this Scanty iatisfaftion, neither words nor bloWs could induce 
them to mend their pace. At one o'clock we gained by aj;^t)e 
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afcent, upon a plain^ ftony and bare of verdure. We left the hill 
in our rear » and toiled cnwirds oj^ither ^arxjeqflat in an hot fun 
until four o'clock, when we entered a valley ftored with rofemaiy 
and other fccnted b'Ufhds. VWi winded through it until 'bdf paft 
four, when we halted to refrefli ourielves and cattle. Itmuft be 
obferved, that we found no ihelter from the fun at either of our 
halting-places to-day, which has rendered it die moft ii'kfonie cme 
during this journey. The laft ftage was five hours and an half, 
or fourteen miles. 

At eight o'clock we moved on widi a fine moon. The n^ht 
was very fharp and cold^ though I heed it without putting on 
apy additional covering. The Arabs wrapped themfelves up in 
their cloaks ; and, with the afliftance of their pipes, contrived to 
baffle the piercing wind, which is by no means agreeable to their 
feelings. Each man is provided with a flint and piece of 
fteel. To the fteel a bit of leather is afiixed, which takes fire on 
the'fiiit ftroke, and is ready to light his matchlock or pipe. An 
unlucky accident had like to have befallen Mr. Hammond, from 
the ufe of thefe flints. A (park of fire fell unknowingly upon the 
leather-bag which contsdned his ammunition ; and had he not by 
chance perceived the fmoke ifluing from it, in a few minutes it is 
probable he would have felt the fevere effe£ts of the expiofion. 
This alarm occafioned us to change our pofidon, and we kept to 
the windward of the Arabs during the refl: of the march. Our 
road, after leaving the valley, lay over level ground. As it would 
be next to an impofiibility to find the way over theie fl:ony flats, 
where the heavy foot of a camel leaves no impreffion, the different 
bands of robbers have heaped up ftones at unequal diftances, for 
^eir direction through this deiart. We have derived great afliftance 
from the robbers in this refpeft, who are our guides when the 
marks either fail, or are unintelligible to us. If it be cdnfidered, 
that t)iis road to Cairo is feldom or never trodden, it is no wonder 

that 
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Aat our Arabs are frequently at a lots for the courfe. We are 
but the third, and, perhaps, may be die laft company of travel- 
lets, who have ventured to go by this route^ fince the difturbances 
have arifen upon the Nile. Our little Turk at Ghinnah was par* 
ticttlarly averfe to it; and though both his perfon and merchandize 
Would in all probability have enjoyed the fame proteftion as our* 
felves, we are well enough pleafed that he did not encounter the 
trial. The truth of it is, the Turks are very tyrannical mafters, 
and the Arabs feize every opportunity to repay their obligations 
in kind. At twelve o'clock we halted to take our repofe in the 
open plain ; and fenced ourfelves from the cold wind as well as 
we could, with our baggage. The laft ftage was four hours, or 
ten miles ; and, by our reckoning, we are 1 80 miles from Ghin* 
nah« Our courfe to-day has been N. E. and during the latter 
part due N. 

SUNDAY, 14th September. 

We decamped at half paft fix o'clock this morning, and pur* 
fucd our courfe over a level country. The river, we are told, 
runs within ten or twelve miles of us $ but we dare not approach 
it, whatever attraftions it may polTefs. On the road we palTed 
the ikeleton of a camel, which now and then happens in the de-- 
iart. Thele are poor creatures that have perifhed with fatigue ^ 
for thofe which are killed for the fuftenance of the Arabs, are car- 
ried away, hemes and all together. Of the hides are made the 
fbles of the flippers which are worn in Egypt, without any drefs- 
ing, but what the fun can ^ve them. The circumftances of this 
animal's death, when his ftrength fails him on the road, have 
fomething in them affecting to humanity. Such are his patience 
and perfeverance, that he purfues his journey without flagging, as 
long as he has power to fupport its weight; and fuch are his 
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fortitude and fpirit, ttiM: he ^81 iie*6r gi^ «^ ftdd h^fe^ fiiife 
beneath the complicated flis ■^hich prfcfe iipfdn hifti. ' Thiti, and 
then t)nly, will he rtfigh his burden taiA Ms body to Wie ground; 
Nbf ftripes, nor careflcs, nor fodd, nor reft^ ' wfll ihake him fifi 
5agaih1 His Wgor Is ekhaufted, iind life ebb* b\A apacel^^Thli 
the Arabs tire very fenfiHe of, and kindly plunge isi ftsrond ihto tftrf 
breaft of the dying beaft, to fliorteA hSs p'angs^. Even the Arali 
feels remorfe when he commits this tiecd : hiis hardened heart^is 
moved at the lofs of a faithful fervant !— Peace then to thy re- 
mains, unhappy fon of want and woe! May no rude wind dtf* 
turb thy bones, no impious hand rettibve them froth the reach of 
paffing eyes ! At fight of them the traveller fhdl drop a pitying 
tear. Thy force ! thy gentlenefs ! thy giant forrti ! thy toiKng 
days ! thy haplefs end i fhall rufli upon his mind, and loudly 
claim this tranfient tribute ! So may ne hope to pafe fecure thfe 
horrors of the wafte— fo may the beaft which he beftrides^ efcape 
thy fate ! . 

At ten o'clock we halted in the fun to breakfaft^ among fbme 
thiftles, which is all that the plain affords our poor camels. 
The foil here is gravel, intermixed with chalk and ftone. The laft 
ftage was three hours and an half, or nine miles. At eleven we 
refumed our march, over one of the moft eictenfive plains in the 
univerfe. Not a hill, not a tree appears j and the eye, as on the 
ocean, is only bounded by the horizon. The fun here was ^ery 
powerful J and the wind blowing over the chalky foil, proved 
more trojiblefome and difagreeable, than we have found it on the 
journey. We travelled the whole day without retting, though 
we were obliged to pull in our camels once or twice among fbme 
bufties, to refrefti them with a mouthful of food. At five o'clock 
we approached a range of high mountains, which run weflward 
to the Nile. We ftopped within a league of them, until the cap- 
tain of the robbers tmd fome of the Arabs pufhed on to furvey the 
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thtf Wllft f*.^!)* (mti|UK?e; of {the yjOlf^, fn4 w«r^ bs^Pf toi ^ 
liMid tk thick fpFoa^i^g bvfli.te fleep» as i^ liqrdi ^kld blew pe- 

mhkh tl^ Argbs . t/^U us j^ pi^^^piu. Bi^ >t h^ rno.tpkens ^ 
l>eing fp» if I may be. alto^ed to judge firopp the. ysio^ of fji^^ 
w^ch I havtf Teen in Incya. Thk l^^xn-ious ibge tool^ us up .eight 
fhoors and an haif, or tvraaty-tvromileff^ fo that we a^re by our reck- 
oning a 1 2 miles from Qfainnah. Our covrfe tp^;4^>has been to the 
«reitwardof.N.-. .•...•...• ■.•.,•.• j v • 
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MONDAY, 15th SxpTiMBJEBu 
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We were in motion by iiy p'qloek this monungy an<f advaiicreU 
j^\^aj:4$ the hills* tP which ytq j^clgvd ifc ww-^ lb near by the light 
pf t^e modn* But it was » fpll htiur before we entei!e4 the val^ 
ley th^ divides them.^ Here we found plenty of prov^er for 
Our ctunels^ who get but a meafure of beans per diem each^ befides 
the food which they pick up in the way. A (lender allowwce in-^ 
deed^ for; fo: large ^ aniQMl I On all fides we oblenred thq fre/h 
ik>t of deeTi {Hl4 of another creature^ which f take to be an^k 
from the fize of the hoof^ but which the Arabs call a mountain 
Iheep. Th^fe mountains are compofed of alabatter, porphyry^ 
^nd granite j^. large; fragments of which are fcattered ^tbout the 
foad, eitheir by the force of a whirlwind^ pr their fall from an 
inunen£^ height. It was doubtlefs from* this q[uarter» that the 
antient kings <rf Egypt furniibed themfelves with the materials of 
thofe fplendKi edifices^ whofe remains are yet vifible in the princi-^ 
pal cities of this kingdom. Thofe lofty columns which have: 
laHoni/hed mankind at Alexandria and elfewhere^ and which have 
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been tranfported to Italy at a prodigious •es^ee/iv^e probably 
cut from i^efe quarries j as tiie vicinity of the Nik affi>ided €vldi 
an eKgible cdnvejrahce to the fea. Thisis, in faAi but a conjee^ 
tare ; but fuch as a traveller may be alldWed to itidtllge himfelf iA; 
were it only to re^fy the miftakes of fome very ingenious wri^ 
ters, who have fuppoled all this profunon of marble to have been 
brought ffom above the catara6ls of the Nile/ and thenice deduce 
the infignifieancy of thofe celebrated fafifii*; But to me the pre* 
miies appear fo ill-founded, that I cannot admit of the inference; 
though it muft be acknowledged, that acddent alone could have 
led a ftranger to the difcoveiy of a quarry, which is unknown or 
unattended to, by the natives of the country. We winded through 
this valley 'till ten o'clock, when we halted among fome thorn-* 
trees to drink coffee. This ftage was four hours, or ten miles. 

At eleven o'clock we refumed our courfe through the valley, 
which is well ftocked with thom^trees that are large enough to 
throw a {hade. Our noftrils were faluted with a fine odour, as 
we pafled by the fnowy bloffoms that whiten the vale. On the 
road we flarted an hare, and faw many earths, which this poor 
creature burrows in to defend her from the heat. The wind was fo 
bleak, that the fun had little or no effe£l until towai^s noon, when 
the weather turned very fultry. We journeyed the whole day in this 
valley, which in fome places extends itfelf near a mile in breadth. 
In the afternoon we were alarmed with the freih tracks of a camel's 
feet, which make a flrong imprefEon in a foft foil. The Arabs do 
not take them to be more than a day old, and pronounce a party 
of freebooters to be at hand. No travellers left Ghinnah later 
than a week before us ; and what buiinefs can bring any but free* 
hooters into this wafte, is incomprehenfible to us. Panger ieemed 
to be near us, and fcouts were fent forward to advertife us of it. 

* B^ the teftimpnies of Captain Norden and Dr. Pococke, tbefe fsills are really 
infignificant 5 but neither pf them penetrated to the fecpnd pr third cataraA. 
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The robbers were employed in this office^ and by the facility 
with which they traced the fulpicious itet, it appeared how difficult 
it wouM be to avoid fuch an expert packi No hound could run 
truer upon a fcent:; nor do J fuppofe, any hound would be 
ilauncher to the chace. We travelled on, however, without any 
interruption, and at fix o'clock haltied to dine. We were in need 
of refrefhment, as the laft ftage was fevei;! hours, or feventeen 
fxules and an half But our meat is quite expended^ and we were 
obliged to put up with flour, which alfo begins to run 0iort, for 
want, we fear, of ceconomy being obferved among our fervants. 
By Hadgee Uttalah's firft account, we were to have reached C^ro 
laft night; and now he talks of two or three days morel This 
miilake muft have aiifen, npt more from the delays we have met 
with, tha^i from his ignorance of the country. It behoves us, 
J^owevex, to be careful of the little pravifion which jremains. 

At eight o'clock we refumol aur march by the light of the 
moon, and ftill found purfelves in the valley^ At half paft 
ten we halted to take our repofe.. The laft ftage was two 
hours and an half, or fix miles, and by our reckoning we are 
246 miles from Ghinnah. Our courfe to-day has been dire£l- 
ed by the w^dings of the valley, generally ^ to the eaft ward 
ofN. 


TUESDAY, i6th September. 

We decamped at fix o'clock this morning, and prefently quit*- 
ting the valley, which is above thirty miles long, we entered upon 
a plain, over which we travelled for fome time* At nine o'clock 
we came fuddenly upon a weU, which is iituated among fome 
broken ground. The fight of a fpring of water was inexpreflibly 
agreeable to our eyes, which had fo long been ftrangers to. fo re- 
freihing an object We halted behind the (hade of fome bulhes 
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at a fittle diftance from it, while we bre^afted, and repleniflied 
our fkiris with that precious article. The laft ftage was three 
hours, or feven miles and an half. 

The morn ng was very cool and pleafant, and we h^cld an 
hazy iky, for the firflr time, I believe, fince we have been in Egypt. 
The heavens are ufually clear and ferene in this upper province, 
where I cannot learn the plague has €ver extended, during the pe- 
riods of its greateft rage in Lower Egypt > to which land we are 
now approaching. Hadgee Uttalah tells us, that he will certainly 
put us into a boat on Thurfday morning. We cannot be any confi- 
derable diftance from the latitude of Cairo, and have therefore tfie 
greater dependence on this promift. While we vwre at breakfaft 
we received a vifit from the captain of the robbers, who exprefle^ 
a defire ta fee a doublfe-birrelled piece, which he heard was in my 
poffeffion. After the honorable treatment whicli we had received 
from him, I could not do lefs than produce it. I went further, to 
pleafe him, and difcharged it> to ftiew him the nature of its eon* 
ftruftion. He was much taken with the novelty <rf the invention;, 
and after furveytng it with particular marks of fatisfaftion and 
aftonifhment, he returned it taipy hands. I mention this circum- 
ftance, to evince the excefllve forbearance crf^^this man; whofe pro- 
feflion is thieving, and to whom a fire-arm of this kind mufthave 
been a very defirable acquifition. He had not left us many mi- 
nutes, when one of his followers brought us a pre^t of a bag of 
iiour, with his mafter's compliments. He had learnt from' our 
cortduftor, that we were in. want o£ it; aad though we. did not 
chufe to be under an obligation ta hinuof this nature, we eoulcl 
not prevail on him to accept of any pecuniary confrderation for 
it. All we could do, was to divide fome rice: we had left, and fend 
the half to the captain; which we had the pleafure to underftand: 
proved a new and acceptable food to him. This is furprizing^. 
conlideting. the neighborhood of the Delta, which produces fuch* 
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iqis^tkks df fic^r Bttt We ihM^ rcmtl^tt, ttiat ttiii roller ha« 
idefiached himfdf from/ tH© fodety of cities i' and k not Ilkdy to 
meet with any but the common grain, in his progrefs through 
the wafte. 

We left the greateft ;part pf the 4ay at this- ferrag. Though 
our Ikins were prefently filled, the camels were yet to drink, and 
.We had not bargained f6r the-tiiherwhifch' this twceffary bufi- 
neft would t^e up. As the .ca^iels CQifld not go to the veil, 
an hdle was funk in the ealrth^jKlowlhe fuclace of ihe 'fpring, 
.ovef whkh a ikin was fpread, .tDxetain the jw^ter. which flawed 
into it. At this but two caiptls tcouM drmk at a time; and it 
*was fix hours before 6ur camcb, which amounted to forty- 
dght in all, were watered. Each camel, therefore, .by this cal- 
culation, takes a quarter of an hour to quench his enormous 
thirft ; and to water a cbmmon icaravan of 400 camels at fuch 
a .place as this, would require i:wb days and two nights. A 
moA uhforefeen and inconceivable delay to an uninformed tra- 
veller! 

At three -a'clock we rcfumed our Journey, and foon entered a 
dale, the moft fertile we had yet Jbeheld, Here grafs, and a kind 
of wild grain, were intermixed whh the fr^ant fhrubs, and 
afforded a very agreeable change to .cmr cattle, who devoured 
the frefh blade with unufual greedinefs. The banks on each 
fide of us, were ^reen and floping, and the foil black and fbft. 
From thefe circumftances, and the-courfe of tte dale, which 
winds N. W. towards the Nile, ,1 take it to have been for- 
merly a branch of that river, but which has been long choaked 
up, except in uncommon inundations. As we went along, we 
ftarted feveral hares, and fprang a brace or two of quail ; blit 
we arc not provided withlhot to bring them down. At three 
quarters paft feven we baited under the bank of the dale, to take 
our repofe. The laft flage was four. hours and three quarters, 
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er twcdve miles; fotlt&t by otur reckoning we are 266 miles 
from Ghinnflh« OuC courfe to-day was N. bjr W. . and 
N. W. 

WfiDNBSDAY, 17th SapTEMBBa. 

We vrtre imunted before five o'clock this mornings and mi& 
iing one of our camdst whick had ftrayed, we were obliged to 
divide his burden amoi^ the reil, and to leave a man behind us to 
look for him. We foon quitted the; dale^ and afcefided the high 
ground by the fide of a mountain^ that overlooks it in tlus part. 
The path was narrow and perpendicular, and much refembled 
a ladder. To make it wor&, wt preceded the robbers ; and an 
ignorant guide among our own people led vbs aftray. Here we 
found ourfdves in a pretty fituation f We had kept the lower 
road cm the fide of the hill, inftead of that towards the fummit, 
until we could proceed no further. We were now obliged to 
gain the heights, in order to recover the road ; in performing 
which, we drove our poor camels up fucli fteeps, as we had the 
greateft difiiculty to climb after them. We were under the 
neceflity of leaving them to tbemlelves ; as the danger of lead- 
ing them through places, where the leaft falfe ftep would have 
precipitated both man and beaft to the imfathomable abyfs 
.below> was too critical to hazard* We hit at length upon the 
proper path, and were glad to fimd ourfdves in the rear of our 
unerring guides^ the robbers, after having won every foot of the 
ground with real peril and fatigue. . In the valley beneath us, 
we paifed by a fountain of fine water. It gufhed from a rock, 
and threw itfelf with fbme violence into a bafbn, which it had 
hollowed for itfelf below. We had no occafion for a frefii 
fupply i but could not help lingering a few minutes to admire 
a fight, fo pretty iii itfdf, and fo bewitching to our eyes, which 
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had of lateb^n ftrangers to bubbling founts and limpid (h'eams. 
At (even o'clock we reached the fummit of the mountain, and 
^travelled until half paft ten, over a continued region of hills an^ 
dales. This aftonilhing jumble! this continued afcentt re*- 
caHs to the traveller's mind the fabled battle of the giants, who, 
in warring with the gods, heaped hills on hills to fcale the ca- 
nopy of heaven. They are rude, craggy, and barren, and the 
tracks over them hardly pafTable. In the bottoms the foil is 
.geiierally clay, and fo moift, as to denote our vicinity to the 
, l^ile, which at this feafbn floods the country around. At fome 
. openings to our left we once more beheld this noble river — be- 
held him after a long abfence, fweeping his majeftic courfe be- 
tween the towering mountains. We plainly difcerned the tops 
of thole to the weftward of his ftream ; and it feemed as if he 
had here fcooped a channel for his rapid waters out of the 
fblid rock. We gradually regained the low lands, and at eleven 
o'clock halted among fome (hrubs, to refrefh ourfelves and cattle. 
Here our Arab overtook us with the miffing camel. The cir- 
cumftance of his wandering is very uncommon. The camel is 
the mod ftaid of all creatures, and remains by the baggage dur- 
ing the night without being picketed. The laft ftage was fix 
hours, or fifteen miles. 

At half paft eleven we refumed our niarch, and ibon came to 
the foot of a prodigious hill, which we unexpe6tedly found we 
were to afcend. It was perpendicular, like the one which we 
had paiTed fome hours before ; but what rendered the accefs more 
difficult, the path which wc were to tread, was nearly right up 
and down. The captain of the robbers, feeing the obftacles we 
had to overcome, wifely fent all his camels round the mountain, 
where he knew there was a defile, and only accompanied us with 
the beaft he rode. We luckily met with no accident in climbing 
this height, which our people tell us, is the laft we fliall en- 
counter. 
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tounter. We journeyed over the top uiifll onS o d6fek/^wh<SR 
we defcended into a valley by a paffage eafy eriough. Here -wte 
were furprized with the fight of a man and a darnel/ who weife 
half-concealed by a fpfeading btifh. Our fervants^ were firfl:, arid 
gave the alarm ; upon which the captain of the robbers puflbed 
on his camel at its utmoft fpeed, regardlefs of danger, and met 
ditating, perhaps, the feizure of fome booty. Our Arabs follow^- 
cd him, and prefently furrounded the man. My eompanionfe 
and myfelf hafted after, Oiir fituatidn was difficult oh fuch ^ 
occafion j but we had already determined on the part ^t Vere 'to 
:take, fhould the diftrefs of a fellow-creatin^ claim our prbted- 
tion. We were bound by the ties of honor, to obfcrve a ftri<5l neu^ 
trality towards the robbers, except when they infringed the rights 
of human nature in our prefence. Happily for us kfl, the mah 
in queftion was ho fubjeft for their depredations. We foon 
came up to him, and found he was a courier, who left Cairo but 
yefterday, and is proceeding with letters to fome town on the 
"river. He is known to the robber, or it feems that he would riot 
have ventured through the defart. He tells us that all is quid: 
again at Cairo. This new^, and the certain vicinity of the city, 
liave put us all into goodfpirits. The arduous enterprife is neiarly 
nccomplifhed, and the palm of fuccefs is at hand ! 

We left the principal Arabs to entertain the ftranger with 
coffee, and toiled through the valley until half paft five o'clock, 
when we halted to dine. We were nbw joined by thofe Arabs, 
and prefently after by the reft of the robbers, who had made an 
aftonifhing march to overtake us. This ftage was fix hours, or 
fifteen miles. After a light refrefhment of bread, we moved on 
at feven with the moon, which was now at full, and aflforded us 
a clear light to march over an hilly region until twelve o'clock, 
when we fpr^ad our beds under a bank, to fnatch a fliort repofe. 
"The Arabs tells us we muft beftirring before day-break, which, 
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ad4ed to our march to-day^ pronounces i^em to be anxious to 
finifh our loilfome journey. This j^ce is but a flioit diftance 
from the liver. The lafl; ftage was five hours, or twelve miles^. 
and by our reckoning, we are now 308 miles from Ghinnahw 
Our ^jwfe to-day has been K. W. ajid W* 

THURSDAY, iSth September^ 

We were roufed before four o'clock this morning, that wc 
inight get early to the town where we are to take boat. With- 
out our ufual allowance of coflfce, we marched oiF direfUy for the 
;dyer, to water our camels. The camel is as ready to drink often 
as atiy Oth«c animal, notwithilanding the large quantity of li-- 
i^uid which his^ ftomach can contain. He is the only animal,. 
who- fcuminates-f-jf I miy fb term it— his drink as he journeys 
along rand is no more opprefiied by it^ than is the ox with his 
cud, which he chews a^ his leifure.. We did not lofe much time 
at the river, Which wc were overjoyed to review* Hence we di- 
x«6i:ed our march to the northward^ along the bsmks of the moft 
4eli£^tful river in , the wodd.. By the late floods it is» in fon^e 
:parts, double its original breadth, and rufhes with a noify rapi- 
dity to the main. The.defart here ilretches itfelf to the very 
jianks, which appear infinitely more verdant by the comparifon. 
iln our yray we paiTed by a village to our left, called Vel Hadie, 
arid at feven o'clock halted at the. town of Ifcour, where we ex- 
pected to find a boat. But our expeftations were vain,- although 
Hadgee Uttalah went himfelf to the houfe of the principal of- 
ficer,, to obtain an order for one. While we remained here, I 
iifcended an eminence without the town, and was prefented with 
tba mofi: romantic profpeft that imagination can portray. The 
Nile had now furrounded a long flip of land, which appeared to 
be. in the midd of his ilream> and difplayed a bed of diverfified 
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green. A large wood towered its head on this i(land> and alto* 
gcther formed a ftriking contraft to the ruifel: mountains^ which 
overlook his weftem ihores. About a mile from this charming 
retreat, buried in the defart from common obfervation, the rob- 
bers have their refidence. They attended us thus far, and then 
returned to their tents, which they had pointed out to us on the 
road, as the dwellings of their families. Their departure was 
fecret, or as we call it, was a French leave. Hadgee Uttalah 
iniinuates, that their captain took this ftep, in order to (hew his 
Hliiintereftednefs, and to fave us the pain of being obliged to dif- 
mifs him, without a prefent. if this infinuation be juil«-and we 
have no reafbn to doubt it — there was a modefty in this procedure, 
which would have done credit to amanof themoft liberal educa- 
tion. Indeed, the whole behavior of thefe robbers has been ib 
extraordinary, and the adventure itfelf is of ib novel a caft/ that 
the reader would fcarcely excufe me for parting with them, vnth- 
out making fome obfervations on the fub)e£t. 

Of all the different tribes of Arabians which we have met 
vsrith^ theib tenants of the defart alone, have aiibcded us un- 
queftionable proofs of generofity and honor. We had fought 
for thefe virtues in the courts of princes, and found them in the 
uncultivated wafte. Here no prejudices are harbored, no vain 
diflinftions of religion give rife to defpicable perfecutions. If 
the fword be drawn, it is never wanton in its execution, and fHU 
rtfpe&s the laws of friendlhip and faith. Like the favage in« 
mates of the wild, thefe robbers rove through habit, and are 
only rapacious when urged by flrong neceflity. Man is their 
foe, more than . they are the foe of man. But to thefe robbers 
alone this reflc6tion will, perhaps, hold« Banifhed without caufe 
from fociety, by the remiifnefs of the laws, and influenced by 
education to think lightly of their trefpafles, why fhould we 
marvel to hear of people in this profeflion, whofe morals, and 
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maimers would not d^;race a city ? This pofitiou is at leaft evi- 
dent. — ^By the ftridt connedion between them> and the frequent 
trial to which their fidelity is put, they have formed a chara£ler 
among themfdves, which is unknown to the reft of their coun-- 
trymen* A chara6ter, which has excited this involuntary tri- 
bute of pnufe from a ftranger ; and which is, indeed, worthy of 
a better fate ! 

The laft ftage was thi^ hours, or feven miles. At ten o'clock 
we left Ifcour, and profecuted our journey along the banks of 
the Nile. We met with no villages for fome miles. At one 
o'clock we faw the pyramids very diftin^Uy, lying to the weft« 
ward of the rivfer. Thefe we had obferved from Ifcour, though 
forty miles diftant from them ; but from their magnitude con- 
ceived them to have been hills of ftone. We now were afcer* 
tained of our approach to Cairo; and on my aflcing our con- 
du£tor the ufe of thofe ftruftures, he told us fo many fables of 
their origin and riches, as afforded us ample entertainment 
on the road. Not that the dreams of fuperftition withdrew our 
attention, from the reality of the vifion which delighted our eyes. 
We were ftruck with awe, in contemplating thefe amazing mo-« 
numents of antiquity. Every thing confpired to touch the tra- 
veller's mind with the fublimeft ideas. The rude grandeur of 
the ftupendous mountains behind the pyramids ; the aftonifhing 
height of the pyramids themfelves, which appear to rival the 
works of nature i the breadth and rapidity of the river which 
runs beneath them, fo renowned in fong, and fo fertile of \m- 
common produdtions, luiited to raile a picture worthy of a 
Brooke's ^ pencil to defcribe. Nor did I confider an herd of ca- 
mels, that were browfing on our fide of the river, as a fmall 
addition to the magnificence of the pro(pe£t, which was com- 

pofed of the moft gigantic objects in nature I In this march 

« 

* An eminent painter of Ireland, whofe talents in his profcffion promife to il- 
lumine the rifing glory of his country* 
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two of oar camds were fo fu* jaded, as to redace us u^ 
diftribute what little burdens remained to them among the reft, 
and to leave them at a village on the road. It was now, that 
we acknowledged the prudence of bringing the additional camels. 
We no longer afcribed the raeafure to any felfifh views i and 
wholly acquitted the Arabs of a defign to deceive us i as the dif- 
ficulties in this mountainous journey were fufficient to break the 
heart of a camel itfelf. *At five in the evening we arrived at 
Tinnah, a town almoft oppofite the pyramids, where we pre- 
iently procured a boat to carry us to Cairo, which is but twelve 
miles diftant. The laft ftage was feven hours, or eighteen miles^f 
ib that our journey over the defart, from Ghinnah to this place, 
has been, by our reckoning, 333 miles. 

• Tinnah is a fmall but pleafant town, and ftands upon the re- 
puted fite cf antient Babylon ♦. There are no veftigcs, however, of 
that fplendid city, nor any ruins here fave thofe of modem edi- 
fices. The boufes are prettily ihaded with trees, and the envr- 
rons laid out in fields of grain. It is eafy to account for the ex- 
tinction of antient ruins in a peopled place ; but how are we ta 
explain this extinction in a defart, except we reciu- to the hurri- 
canes of iand in which they may be buried, or rather doubt their 
exiftence at once ? We met with many fpots in the defart, fit 
enough for cultivation ; but not a ruin of any kind, to' denote 
the habitations of men. It is probable, therefore, that the geo- 
graphers of old wrote without adequate information on the fub- 

* This coDjeAure is rather hazardous, as differing from the authorities of thofc* 
learned travellers, Mr. Norden apd Dr. Pococke. They pofitively affert, that 
Cairo itfelf reft from the mini of Babylon, and perhaps their information ma]^ 
have been jufter than that of the author. Their obfervations are as follow : 

** Cairo, formerly Babylon**" Norden's Map of the Nile. 

** The city of Grand Cairo has been much magnified as to its extent and the 
number of its inhabitants ; it confifts now of three towns or cities,, a mile apart i 
that is, Old Cairo, Cairo properly ib called,, and the Port called Bulac. The 
anfient city, which (eenls tohave fucceeded to Babylon, and was built near it^ 
was called Mefr, the old name of Egypt," Pococ^'s Travels, p, 26. 
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]e3t ; and have given cities and tribes to a wafte^ which has been 
defolate fince the creation of the world ^. 

While we fupped upon our remaning rice, we were fur« 
rounded with crouds of people, who beheld us with curiofity, 
and learnt our adventures from the Arabs with furprize. At 
nine o'clock we joyfully embarked for Cairo. Befides ourfelves 
and our domeftics, Hadgee Uttalah and the camel-owners ac* 
companied us in the boat. By them we promifed to gratify the 
drivers, who were fbrry enough to leave us. The moon was juft 
riien, and without fail or oar, we fell down brilkly with the cur- 
rent. Every thing wore a placid afped, and (eemed ominous of 
the date of the capital. We pafled by many Ullages, which ap- 
peared very pi£turefque by the pale light of the moon, and at 
midnight anchored on the weftern bank oppofite Cairo, to take a 
ihort repofe, 

FRIDAY, 19th September. 

About Iwo this morning we weighed, and flood into the khalis 
or channel, which runs from the river into the city. Tlus chan^ 
nel is of a confiderable breadth^ and was lined on each fide with 
trading vefTels and pleafure-boats ; which difplayed convincing 
tokens of the commerce and wealth of the capital of Egypt. The 
ftreogth of the current is here encreafed, and the boatmen exerted 
no little (kill in fleering through liie grove of mafts, which role Ukt 
fL wood around us« The ihores on either hand of us, were adorned 
with gardens and fummer-houfes $ the dews which fell thickly 
upon our heads, were impregnated with the fragrance of the paCT- 
ijig gale, which '' whifpered whence it ftole the balmy fpoil.'^ 
Our minds were now divefted of the perturbation which had fo 

♦ They have even exceeded thofc whom Swift ridicules— 

^* Who o'er unhabitable downs. 
Place elephants for wane of tpwns." ■ ' i 
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long poffeffed them, and were fitted to admit the charmmg fcene. 
It feemed to be the effe6l of fuch enchantment, as Armida is faid to 
have exhibited to regain the affeftions of her lover. Erewhile we 
wandered, like Rinaldo, through gloomy vales and dreary walles : 
And now, are fuddenly tranfported to the elyfium he fbutid-~to 
(lately palaces and vernal lands. We went under the ftem of a 
Turkiftx frigate, which was galley-built and carried about twenty 
brafs guns. She was probably ftationed'here, to proteft the chan- 
nel during the late troubles ; but from the bad look-out which 
the Turkifli failors keep, it would be no difficult matter for an 
enemy to have furprized her in the night. 

At three o'clock we arrived at Old Cairo, and after drefling 
ourfelves in our befl Turkifli cloaths, we landed our baggage on 
jthe wharf, and difcharged our boat. We were to remain here until 
day-break, and my companions and I diverted ourfelves in ex^ 
mining the place. In ftraying about, I came to a garden fur* 
rounded by a lofty wall. On- one fide of it there was a latticed 
wmdow, which appeared to give light to a bower, as the lattices 
were entwined with a fpreading vine, whofe grapes hung in clur- 
tcrs without.. As 1 way admiring the fruit by the doubtful light 
of the moon, the found of a guitar fuddenly ftruck my ears. It 
ifiiied from the window, and was at times accompanied by a female 
voice. , I was too; far removed from the performer, to reap the ex- 
cellence, pf her ikill; but the novelty of the adventure, and the 
plaintivenefs of the tune, kept me fixed, as it were, to the fpot. 
The window was infinitely too high to be fcaled without a ladder, 
. or my curiofity to behold a damfel, whom my ima|^ation had 
pictured out in all the graces of beauty and youth, might have 
led me into a faape. I was now called away by the Arabs to de- 
part. They prefied us much to fend for afies, a ftand of which 
was in the neighborhood, as we fhould find ourfelves much tired 
by the walk to the Englifli faftory. Our pride was ftartled at this 
propofition ^ and we peififted in our refolution to go on foot, to 
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the great aftoniflunent of the Arabs^ who made no allowance for 
our ignorance of the cuftoms here. We fet out accordingly at 
dawn of day, and left all our fervants but Ibrahim, to flay by the 
baggage^ until we lent camels for it. . We found the road none of 
the beft, and after going for near a itiile^ along a dead wall that 
ikirts the channel we had come up^ we entered the new city at. a 
little paft fix o'clock. The ftreets began now to be filled with 
people^ and the (hops difplayed their various commodities for fale. 
The lavor of the hot bread had fuch an effeft upon our noftrils/ 
that fhame alone deterred us from flopping in the ftreet^ to break 
our fafts with fuch a nqw and delicious morfel. In fpite of our dif- 
guife, we were immediately known to be foreigners; and the croud 
repeatedly expreffed tokens of furprize, which our Arabs told us„ 
arofe from feeing us on foot. jTo obviate this impertinence, we 
enqi^ired if we could not proceed by water. A canal was near. 
us» and die Arabs called to the rowers of a gay-looking barge, 
which took us on board, We were now iheltered from the fun» 
which was waxing warm^ and were (hoved along at an eafy rate^ 
between the rows, of lofty buildings that face the canal. Behind 
^e lattices on either fide we difcov^red women, in the Greek and 
Turkifh habits ; and one in particular^ of uncommon beauty,, 
who came to the window to tafle of the morning air. Before fe- 
ven o'clock we; landed in a line with a quarter^ called the Fils 
Moojkyy where the feveral European fa£lories are fituated^ and in a 
few minutes reached Mr. B^dwin's houfe^ of whom fuch frequent 
mention has been made in this work. Though a perfed flranger to 
our perfbnsy we were received with great cordiality by this gentle- 
man. Notwithftanding the many letters which we had addrelTed 
to him, our flory was only communicated to him yefterday, and 
that by the Indian Fakeer, who delivered our letter fafely, after a 
thoufand difficulties. He was forty-five days on his pafiage ; had 
been taken prifoner repeatedly, by each of the contending parties; 
and efcaped detention, on account of his poverty and vocation.. 
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We were glad to find this faithful -fellow had recdved his pro- 
mifed reward, and wiftied to repeat our thanks to him. 

Mr, Baldwin now congratulated us on our arrival, which he 
utterly defpaired of, as foon as he learnt our condition. He was fo 
confiderate as to apply laft night to the bey of Cdro, for a letter td 
tlie Shaik Ul Arab for our releafe ; and to order one of his fer-^ 
vants to get ready to carry the letter. He had taken thefe prelimi-^ 
nary fteps 5 but owned that he was doubtful of their fuccefs, when 
"he confidered our remote fituation, and the troubles which agi- 
tated the country. He was equally charmed with ourfelves, with 
the behavior of Ifman Abu Ally ; and propofes to adcnowledge 
it, in the name of the king and the people of Great Britain. This 
he fignified to Hadgee Uttalah and his companions in the Ara- 
bian language, which he fpeakfi «ery fluently ; and defired them 
to call for our letters and prefents, when they had finiflied theif 
bufinefs in this city. 

Now we bade adieu to all annety andcare. Our troubles ap- 
peared to be at an end, and we were only fhidious to conlble our- 
felves for the lofs of fociety, which we had fo long endured. 
Peace was reftored to Cmro ; and the operations of war removed 
to the parts we had come from ; whither Ibrahim Beg and the 
fugitive Beys were fled* To recover ourfelves from the fatigues 
of our journey, to infpe£fc the curiofities of this city, and to pre- 
pare for our progrefs to Alexandria, are the points to which our 
attention is turned. We obtained from the public papers, the 
moft fatisfadory accounts of our concerns in England ; and no- 
thing occurred to damp the happinefs of this day, which I may 
venture to fay, was the fincereft we had ever experienced. We 
difpatched camels for our baggage, and in the evening accompa- 
nied Mr. Baldwin to a French merchant's houfe; where we 
found a great deal of company afiembled to play at cards. 
Among them was a very agreeable girl, of Greek extraftion by 
the mother's fide. Her father is a Frenchman^ and . now at 
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Maifeilles ; which has enabled the young lady to obtain a perfect 
knowledge of the French tongue» and to render herfelf very en-* 
tertaining to travellers who pafs this way. Though her drefs is 
confonant to the Turkifh rnode^ it by no means disfigures her per-* 
ion I but has rather ibmething pleafing in its noveky, to the eyes 
of an European. One of my companions appears to be but too 
ienfible of the charms of the fair Cecilia ; and I am told^ that this 
15 not the firfl: conquefl ihe has made over the affections of Eng-* 
hOi paflengers. The Europeans who refide here» all conform to 
the Turkifli habit ; but this is not expected from fojourners like 
us. As our Baftem cloaths therefore are much the worfe for wear» 
we intend to-morrow to refume our own dre&^ except at fuch 
times as we vifit places where it may give offisnpe. The Englifh 
nation 9l<me, take this liberty with impunity* And I was let. into 
an anecdote of a friend and countryman <d mine» who wait to the 
houfe of the bey here in a ihaul turban. This is ftridly prohibited 
to Chriftians of all denominatk)iis ; but was nevertkdefs over^ 
looked in him. becauie he was an Enslifliman. 


SATURDAY, 20th September, 

We (laid within doors to-day, to amufe oorfelves with the new 
publications from England, and to fettle our voyage to France. 
There is a French fhip at AleKandria^ Which is to fail the begin «» 
ning of next month for Marfeilles s and Mj:. Baldwin has applied 
to her agent here for a pafTage for us. He intends fending dif^ 
patches for the Company in this veffel, and will be better afcertsdn- 
ed of the precife time of her departure^ 

Mifir Ul Kaira, c^ the City of Anguifti, fo called from the fre* 
quent vifits which it has received from the plague, but commonly 
termed Grand Cairo by u$, is fituated in the latitude of 30"* 3'N. 
on an artificial br^oith of the Nik* Old Cairo nearly faces the 
river i but the New pity is removed above % mile from it, and ap- 
proaches 
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preaches to the rahge of mountains which runs through Upper 
Egypt, and abruptly breaks off here. It is undoubtedly one of 
the fineft cities in the Eaft 1 which, from the prefent ftile of archi- 
te£lure that reigns among the Orientals, is but a faint commen- 
dation. The houfes are in general built of ftone, and, being ele«: 
vated to feveral ftories, would make a grand appearance, notwith- 
(landing the inelegance of th^ir ftru6hu'e, were not the effefl de« 
ftroyed by the exceffive narrownefs of the ftreets* This is one of 
the caufes to which the ingenious Dr. Mead afcribes the birth of 
the plague in this capital ; but experience evinces, that it arifes 
from foreign and adventitious caufes . There has not been a plague 
here for thefe feven years ; which is rendered more remarkable, 
by the commencement of the Ruffian war at the^ate of its cefla^ 
tion. No one can account for this ; though a year .feldbm paiT- 
ed by before, without a vifit from it. I do not recollect if any 
writer has taken notice of a circumftance, that divefts this fell de-- 
ftroyer of a confiderable portion of his terrors in this quarter of 
the world, and opens an ample field for philbfophical fj^eculation. 
The melancholy confequences of the plague are well known to us. 
The laws have been alarmed at its vtry name ; and our ports have 
been fo regulated, as wholly to exclude it. The gay metropolis of 
London was formerly depopulated by it j and, in our own age, we 
hdve feen the fiourifiiing city of MarfeiUes rendered a defitrt by its 
ravages. From fcenes within the fphere of his knowledge, an ele«- 
gant and fentimental poet of our nation thus feelingly defcribes 
its baleful influence : 

" The fullen door. 
Yet uninfeded, on its cautious hinge 
Fearing to turn, abhors ibciety : 
Dependants, friends, relations. Love himfelf. 
Savaged by Woe, forget the tender tie. 
The fweet engagement of the feeling heart." 

This 
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This pifhire is juft, fb far as it relates to this malady in Europe. 
But in Turkey the cafe is altered ; and we look in vain for thefc 
(Irokes of the pathetic. The Mahometans are confirmed Predef- 
tinarians ^ . and are not to be deterred by the fear of contagion, 
from attending their brethren in diftrefs. The miilakes of the 
head here expand the heart with the tide of humanity- The 
dying have their exit fmoothed by the tender offices of friendfhip ; 
and thoufands are fnatched from an untimely grave, by the force 
of an happy prejudice. It is true, that many are plunged into 
this diflemper, who might otherwife have avoided it ; but the 
evil is far outweighed by the good which refults from it. For 
the diflemper is by no means fatal.. With care. and attention, 
the greater part of the infe6led generally recover. I have myfelf 
feen a man here, who has had the plague no lefs than five 
times ; each of which is diilinguifhed by blotches upon different 
parts of his body, which he will carry with him to his tomb. 

One of the mod noted things here, is an aqueduft which con* 
veys water from the Nile to the cafUe, that flands on an hill in 
the eafi: quarter of the city. This aquedu£): runs a very confi- 
derable length. We faw it as we came from Old Cairo, and 
were told that its courfe is two miles. It is built of flone, and 
lined on each fide with lofty gothic arches, which give it a very 
noble appearance. It is however a modern work ; and cannot be 
clalTed among the antiquities of Egypt. Thefe we are to begin 
upon, as foon as our bodies are reftored to their former vigor. 
But the pyramids and the catacombs are too diftant for our mi- 
nute infpedion ; and we can only regret^ that our time admits of 
our taking but a paffing view of them. Travellers like us, who 
fall by accident into a country replete with the monuments of pafl 
ages, and whofe time is not at their own difpofal, to gratify the 
defire of inveiligating the remains of decayed art, can only fkim 
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the furfacc of the fEreara they would wiHingly dive into; and 
hav^ but the merit of an inclination to extend information. 

The late changes which happened here^ are confidered of little 
or no moment among the inhabitants. The depofing of a bey is 
attended with no tumult or bloodflied within the walls ; where 
not only the natives but the European fa6lors» are protcfted from 
violence by remaining within doors. Though no greater revo- 
lution could have taken place in any government, the whole con** 
teft fubfifted without the gates : and during an obftinate battle 
at Bulac for the fovereignty, nothing but order and tranquillity 
reigned in Cairo. This idea is carried further here than in any * 
other empire. And fo facred do the Tm'ks hold the privilege of 
a man's houfe^ that fcarce an inflrance can be produced among 
them, of private property being plundered in any revolution in 
the ftate. A proof of this was recently difplayed. The fugitive 
beys were, for feveral days, in pofTeflion of the caftle which com- 
mands the city. When they found it expedient to quit their poft, 
they retired with their troops through the ftreets, and enforced a 
difcipline, that prefervcd the city from the leaft outrage. Nor 
difappointed ambition, nor grievous neceflity, could influence 
them to injure a people^ who were devoted to a fuccefsfiil rival, 
or replenifh their finances, by a mode fo repugnant to their cuf- 
toms. Be it known to the Chriftian leaders of war, that thefe 
infidels were baniflied their cajHtal— -yet voluntarily left it in the 
enjoyment of that profperity, to which they were loft ! 

In the evening we went to the hummum, to refrefh ourfelvte 
after our journey. We found it an handifome ftone fabric, 
crowned with a large dofne,. through whicli the light is admitted 
to a ^uare apartment below. In this apartment the company a£* 
femble, to undrefs themfelves for the bath ; and her^ they return^ 
to^ fmoak and drink coSn after tike operation i for which pur- 
p(^ethe hall is furrounded with alcoves. There are fmall receile^ 
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on every Mt of the hall, which contain cocks or fountains of hot 
and cold water, to temperate the bath, agreeably to the inclina- 
tions of every one. The floor is paved with a diverfity of colored 
marbles, and adds much to the elegance of thefe receptacles of 
luxury. The ceremony is pi;etty nearly the fame as in c^er parts 
of Turkey ; and having been often deftribed, there is no need of 
a repetition here. J will juft add, that the cuftom is not only 
cleanly, but healthy to the laft degree ; and it is merely the im- 
moderate ufe of it that prevails here, which can occafionits being 
condemned by the pra^tioners of phyfic. 

SUNDAY, 2ift September. 

We were introduced to an ^ Englifh gentleman thb morning, 
who is in the fervice of the bey. He commands the artillery, and 
was on the expedition to Syria, in the year 17749 when Maho* 
met Beg took the cities of Acra and Joppa. During the late dif- 
putes he was ftationed in Cairo, and retired with the depoied 
beys into the caftle. But this was only to fave appearances with 
the beys, in whofe power he was. His heart inclined to Ifmaul 
Beg I whom he joined on the retreat of his adverfaries. From 
this officer, as well as Mr. Baldwin, I gained the particulars 
of the late revolution. It was quickly conceived, and as quickly 
executed ; and appears to have been the refult of no great in* 
trigues or difficulties. Simple and uninterefting as the event 
may be held by the fubje£ts of more liable govemments, the 
relation of it may give rife to refledlions not unufeful, to com-* 
parifons not unfavorable to the reader. 4. 

At the death of Mahomet B^ the reins of power devolved to 
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to quit bis native country ibme years ago, on the imputation of a crime of a d^rk 
but. 
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the hands of four principal beys. Ibrahim Beg, Morad Beg, 
Muftapha Beg, and Ifmaul Beg, were copartners in the empire 
of Egypt. The bafhaw, who is fent here by the Porte, has 
no real influence in the councils. He has not even a voice in 
affairs of ftate; which he is content to leave to the manage- 
ment of the beys, on condition of being paid the tribute 
which the Porte exafls. Nay the beys have fometimes car- 
ried matters to fo high a pitch, that there is an inflance of 
Mahomet Beg's refufing to fubmit to this tax, and denying the 
fuperiority of the Porte. The fluftuating ftatc of the Turkifti go- 
vernment, and the war in which it was then involved, prevented 
its refenting the infult. But weak as its arms may be, there is no 
doubt of the ftrength of its politics in this quarter. This revo- 
lution was certainly countenanced by the balhaw ; and to him 
Ifmaul Beg is partly indebted for his fuccefs, in expelling his 
brethren from an adminiftration, in which they had pra6lifed 
every fpecies of fraud and oppreffion. 

The conteft fuddenly commenced about the end of laft July. 
Ifmaul Beg marched a body of troops which he had fecretly col- 
lefted, without the gates of Cairo ; and fent a formal challenge 
to his brother beys, to go out, and decide their differences in a 
pitched battle. There was fomething fo gallant and open in this 
proceeding of Ifmaul Beg, and his character was fo far preferable 
to that of his competitors, that he foon found hi^nfelf at the hea J 
of a greater number of partizans, than the allied beys could 
bring into the field; They met him, however, with appa- 
rent refolution, at the appointed place ; and the two armies ap- 
proached near enough ^together, for the commanders to revile 
each other for their condu£t, in the mofl opprobrious terms. If- 
maul Beg firft gave the order for the charge, which was executed 
fword in hand^ though there were boats full of artillery, belong- 
ing to each party> at band» and the troops themfelves* were fur- 

nifhed 


[ 341 ] 

nifhed with fire-arms. But a thirft of revenge, and an eager nefs for 
blood, which mark the afpeft oi a civil war, hurried them beyond 
refleftion ; and tempted the combatants to truft, as they did of 
old, to the ftrength of their limbs. The cohflift was ftiarp and 
bloody ; but was determined in about a quarter of an hour, .in 
favor of Ifmaul Beg, who drove his opponents back into the 
city. Muftapha Beg fled immediately to Upper Egypt ; but Ibra- 
him Beg, and Morad Beg, took refuge in the caftle, which they 
declared they would defend to the laft extremity. 

Their fituation was ftrong, and matters for fome days had a 
promifing appearance. They maintained a correfpondencein the 
city, and flattered themfelves with fpeedy relief from Muftapha 
Beg. But this dawn of hope was quickly overcaft. Their mif- 
conduft compleated what their misfortune began. Jealoufies 
arofe between* the chiefs, and entailed a fudden defeftion among 
their adherents. In fhort, they found their numbers fo decreafed, 
that they judged themfelves unfafe in their poft, and contrived 
the means of efcape. They retreated at midnight to the Nile, 
where they embarked unmolefled for Jirje, on boats that had 
been prepared for them. 

This efcape was accomplifhed, as fome think, by the connivance 
of Ifmaul Beg himfelf, who was glad, at any rate, to be rid of the 
prcfcnce of his rivals. But he had foon reafon to repent of this 
ftep* In the courfe of a week, he found the fugitive beys were at 
the head of a confiderable body of men, which they had raifed* 
upon the river. This force was Jftrengthened by a fleet of gallies^ 
under the command of Mufl:apha Beg.. To crufh this danger in 
its infancy, liinaul Beg fent up a large armament to engage. 
them ; and had the mortification to fee it return, vanquiflied and 
difperfcd. The tide was now turned, and fuccefs feemed to de- 
fert the banners of the viftor. Fluflied with this critical advan- 
tage,. Ibrahim Beg hotly purfued the troops of his adverfaiy ; and 
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thought of nothing, but re-entering the capital in triumph. 
Terror preceded his fteps, and E^jypt prepared herfelf to fubmit 
again to his yoke. In this eventful moment, Ifmaul Beg march- 
ed without the walls of the city, and, with the concurrence of the 
balhaw, who has the charge of it, fet up the ftandard of the Pro- 
phet ; which is only difplayed in times of extreme danger, and in- 
^tes all true MufTulmen to draw their fwords in its defence. This 
manoeuvre exceeded his moft ianguine expectations. He recruited 
his army, and revived the fpirits of the foldiers to fuch a degree, 
that, advancing to meet Ibrahim about the middle of Auguft, he 
totally defeated him, after an obftinate encounter. Ibrahim Beg 
is /aid to h^ve fought very gallantly on this day ; and not to have 
quitted the field, until he had two horfes killed under him. He 
fled with precipitation up the Nile, while the remains of his troops 
fubmitted to the conqueror, and has now joined Morad Beg and 
Muflapha Beg, as I have before mentioned, during our refidence 
at Ghinnah. He was lately followed by confiderable detachments 
from hence, which it is expe6led will compel the unfortunate 
chiefs to feek for refuge in another country. 

On his return to Cairo, Ifmaul Beg was univerfally adcnow- 
ledged as the reigning bey, and his title' recognized by the Porte. 
This is a circumftance very agreeable to Mr. Baldwin, and the 
European merchants fettled here, who were much opprefled by 
Ibrahim Beg, and find a fenfibk difference in the deportment. and 
difpofition of his fucceffor. He is an encourager of commerce, 
and difplays a partiality for the Englifh, whofc recent attempts to 
reftore the navigation of the Red-fea have excited his admiration 
and efteem. The few executions which have taken place fince 
his accefiion to power, denote his humanity, and exhibit a con- 
du6l which wholly deviates from the general line of Mahometan 
politics. 

In 
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In tht evening we accompanied Mr. Baldwin to the houfe of a 
Greek lady, who is married to a Frenchman. She is a native of 
Scio, and, though the mother of feveral children, ftill does credit 
to the accounts of the beauties of that ifland. She has a daughter 
about feventcen, in whom are renewed the charms of the parent. 
Indeed there is no doubt but the Turks pofiefs the fineft women 
in the world, whom their vicinity to Greece gives them an oppor- 
tunity of procuring. The brother of this damfel is likely to go 
in the lame fliip with us to Marfeilles, where they have a fifVer 
married : in which cafe, the fair Vidoria has given him an un- 
failing recommendation to our notice. 

MONDAY, 22d September. 

We fallied forth this morning in company with the comman^ 
dant of the artillery, who is kind enough to be our goide^in vi-» 
fiting the xuriofities of Cairo. As no Chriftian, without the 
fan6lion of the bey, is allowed to ride an horie here, we^ere con- 
tent to mount that humble animal, the afs, in order to be con-- 
veyed to the places which we propofed to exanune. To obtain 
that £in£tion, the fon of a nobleman of the firft rank and family 
in England, is^ fuppofed to have made conftderable prefents to 
the bey, when he pafled through this city fome years ago. But 
the confequence was, to protect him from the infults of the po- 
pulacey there was a guard obliged to be placed about his horfe» 
when he ftifred abroad. The diftinftion, therefore, was dearly 
pitrchaftd; on every account. Every thing grows^ familiar by 
habit ; and Europeans think no more of bdlridtng an afs here, 
than they would of popping into an hackney-coach in Paris or 
London.* It is the common mode of convey ance, and ai&s are ta 
be found in every ftreet, for the accommodation of gentlemen 
who are afhamed to be feen on foot* We were not in this fecret 
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on the morning of our arrival here, or we would not have (hunned 
a feeming indignity to incur a profeffed one. 

We pufhed on our beafts through a number of extenfive ftreets, 
in our way to the caftle, which Hands upon a folid rock nearly in 
the center of the city. The ftreets are univerfally narrow, and 
fo crouded with people, that we experienced no little difficulty in 
getting along. But this difficulty was balanced by the coolnefs 
which reigns in them. The narrow paffage draws a conftant fup- 
ply of air ; and the height of the houfes affords a fhade at noon 
to the paffengers below. We were immediately fenfible of our ap- 
proach to the caftle. The ground rifes pretty gradually, until 
we got towards the top of the hill.. Here it breaks off into an 
abrupt fteep, and we difmounted and left our afTes with their 
owners, before we entered one of the poftems of the caftle. The 
fortifications of this place are in a difmantled ftatc, though the 
elevation of the hill is a fufficient ftrength to people determined 
to defend thcmfelves. We paflfed through many ftreets, which 
are inhabited by the domeftics and dependants of the bafhaw^ 
who^fually takes up his quarters in this fortrefs. We direfted 
our flieps to a building, which is reputed to be the hall where Jo- 
fcph gave audience to his brethren, when they came to purchafe 
com in Egypt. This hall is the only remaining part of a large 
and magnificent edifice ; the ruins of which befpeak the wealth 
and grandeur of its founder. The hall is a fquate of about fixty 
feet, the roof of which was a dome, that was fupported by a 
double row of granite pillars. The dome is fallen in ; but the 
pillars pronounce its forriier loftinefs and magnitude. They are 
e^ch of a iingle ftone, thirty feet high, and about twenty-fix inches 
diameter. There is a cornice of ftone above them, which is in- 
fcribed with letters of gold^ in fo obfolete a language, that we arc 
told no onc^ is able to read them. 
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We went from hence to the council<»chamber, where the bafliaw 
and the beys meet, to deliberate on public affairs. The apart* 
ment is of a vaft length, and ornamented with relics of mofaic 
work, and pillars of porphyry. At the upper end there is a fe« 
eluded feat for the bafhaw, furrounded with green lattices. Here 
he takes his poft in all the vanity of ftate, and has the mortifica- 
tion of being privy to councils, in which he not only has no (hare, 
but v^ich frequently operate againft his intereft. There is a 
rope ftill depending from a beam in this apartment, on which, it 
is faid, a bey was once hung, during (bme tumultuous difputes at 
the council-board. There is nothing improbable in this ftory. 
But it is not fo eafy to account, for their permitting this dif- 
graceful inftrument of violence to remain in fo Confpicuous a 
place. In an adjacent building they (hewed us fome arms of 
great antiquity. Among thofe moft worthy of note, are fome 
Roman battle-axes, and a bow of fuch thicknefs and length, 
as would require the ftrength of a Patagonian to draw. 

We were now conducted to Jofeph's well. This is another 
wo^k which bears the name of that Patriarch, and is, indeed^ an 
aftonifhing monument of labor. It is fo deep, that a number of 
oxen are confbantly employed, in raifing water for the accommo-* 
dation of the garrifon. There is a team above to raife the water 
from a chamber below, fixty feet from the furface of the earth. 
To this chamber you defcend, by a flight of fteps cut out of the 
*folid rock ; and here you find a fecond team of oxen to. draw the 
water to that level. The authenticity, however, of thcfe works, 
which boaft of fo early an origin, has been much doubted by late 
travellers. It would be prefumption in us to give a decifion from 
a curfory view, on a matter which would require a difpaifionate 
inveftigation. Before we quitted the caflle, we afcended a 
mount of earth, from whence we had an uninterrupted view of 
the city. It appears from hence not half fo large as London 
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does from the top of St. Paul's ; but the ^Jrtent of th« Nile, 
which has fpread itielf into a lake, as far as the eye can reach ; 
the clufter of ifland« which crown the filver expanfe ; and the 
inajefty of the mountains which bound the fmiling iecne, 
give a noble variety to the profpeft, which London, with all 
its opulence and grandeur, cannot afford. We went out of the 
caftle through the principal gate, which faces the great market- 
place. As we defcended to it, we pafled between the houies, 
TPjrhere the fugitive beys remained, when they (hut themfdves up 
in the cafUe. 

We found our afles at the gate, where ^ey had been brought 
by the direj£tion of our conduftor. On our return home we 
made a circuit of the city, and had an opportunity of being ap« 
prized of our want- of confequence in this place. We met with 
one of the me^engers of death, who delivers the fatal mandate t^ 
tlie fub)e£):, who has become obnoxious to the bey. He is an 
officer of the firft rank, and is diftingui(hed by a cap like a fugar- 
loaf, at the fight <^ which ev^ Chriftian is obliged to difmount 
his afs *« We followed the example of our conductor ; and as we 
alighted near the palace of Mbrad Beg, he took us in to fee it. 
. We entered a fpacious court-yard, and found a fquare building 
with four handfome faces ; but could not get in to fee it, on 
account of the female fide being inhabited* The women of the 
bey ftill refide here, although he will probably be in exile all his 
life. Burt fuch refpe6t do the Turks p^y to the characters of 
women, that there is no danger of their being molefted dther 
in peribn or property, however active the part their relations,, 
or even hufbands, may take in a time of trouble. We had 
a teftimo;iy of thisf refpeft as we left the bey's palace. No lefs 
than thirty women were returning to it, mounted on mules, and 
attended by a guard of eunuchs. They were vailed from head 

^ The chiaux of the Janifarics likewife exzSt this compliment from Chriftians. 
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to foot^ and we are told^ that no lefs a puniQiment than deat^ 
would be the portion of any one, who would prefume to remove 
that curtain. We arrived at Mr. Baldwin's about noon, very 
well pleafed with our morning's excurlion, and not at alt diflTatif-* 
fied with the fpirit and paces of our alTes. 

In the evening wc walked with Mr. Baldwin in a garden be- 
longing to fome Francifcan friars. It is neatly laid out in walks, 
and is an evening rendezvous for the Europeans of this city. 
We were here joined by a French nobleman, who is faid to be 
under a temporary banifliment from the court of France. He is 
a man of polite addrefs, and pafTes for a proficient in the polite 
arts • We had a very agreeable fpecimen of his fkill in mufic, 
as we adjourned to the French f^ftory, to be prefent at a concert 
in which he played the firft violin, with uncommon tafte and ex- 
ecution. Mr. Baldwin beat's a part at thefe little meetings, which 
are an admirable relief to a mind' engaged in bufinefs. 

1 * ■ 

* ' ' • . ) ' 

T U £ S D A Y, 'fijd .S^FTKMB^Rv ■ , 

. Our departure is fixed for to-morrow evening, lo that our ftay 
in this capital will be but ftiort. - We would willingly have de- 
dicated another week to fo celebrated a fcene; ,but our bufinefs 
interferes with our pleafures. It is with double regrfct that we 
now look back to the time which we lo^ at Ghinriahf and which 
might have been fo profitably ipent/in ^ city and environs of 
Cairo. 

Our Arabs came this day to take leave of iis. As foon a$ we 
could obtain money for our bills on London, we had difcharged 
our notes of hand to Hadgee Uttalah, and given him the pro- 
mifed drefs, befides a gratuity to himfelf and to all the camel- 
people according to their rank,. for their care and honefty in 
bringing us fafely here. We ihould not have omitted the cap- 
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tidn of th( robbers, among the number of thofe who demanded 
our acknowledgments^ could we have promifed ourielves the 
certamty of any token of ours reaching his hand. But our prin- 
cipal concern was to fhew our gratitude to the Shaik Ul Arab, 
to whofe friendftiip we owed more than we could poffibly re- 
pay. We could not err in fuppofing, that a proof of our 
remembrance would make a greater impreflion at fuch a diftance, 
however trivial it might be, than a valuable confideration would 
have done at Ghinnah. He there had it in his power to rejeft 
our offerings ; but ere this came to his poflefllon we fliould have 
quitted the country. We could only confult the genius of the 
people, to render a flight prefent acceptable ; though we did our 
venerable friend the juftice' to believe, that the intention of the 
prelent would be its chief recommendation in his eyes. A Tur- 
key carpet for the ufe of his feraglio, and a piece of purple broad 
cloth with fattin facings, for a veft for himfelf, were what we 
put up on this occafion. To thefe Mr. Baldwin added fome jars 
of French fruits and Italian fweetmeats, and other rarities of this 
kind, which he judged would be agreeable to the ladies of the fe- 
raglio. We delivered thefe things into the charge of Hadgee 
Uttalah, with a complimentary letter from Mr. Baldwin, and an-T.- 
other from ourfelves. Mr. Baldwin's letter was conceived in 
general terms. He fpoke of the generofity, with which the 
fhaik had behaved towards fome of the fubje^is of the king of 
Great Britain, and he extolled the merit of die a6tion. He 
thanked him, in the King's name, for this inftance of his good- 
will, and begged leave to cultivate the correfpondence which had 
fo accidentally arifen between them. A correfpondence, he added, 
which had commenced in a manner (b much to the honour of 
the fhaik, and which could not fait to extend his reputation to 
the remoteft corners of the Britifh dominions. Our letter, per- 
haps» was lefs courtly, though not lefs fincere. We recapitulated 
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the favors which we had received front the ihaik« We hinted at 
the defperate fituation in which his vigilance had difcovered us, and 
compared it with pur prelent happy circumftances. The diange 
we aicribed entirely to his humanity. We lamented our inability 
to tranfmit him a more liberal token of our gratitude, and en- 
treated him to confider the tender which we had prefumed to make, 
with his wonted candor and benevolence. Finally, we acknow- 
ledged the fidelity of the camel-drivers, who had enabled us to 
comply with his lafl injun£tions, and to call the woMd ro wita^fs^ 
that our high fenfe of his £ivors would only ceafe to exift with 
our lives. 

Thefe letters were rendered into Arabic by Mr, Baldwin's inter- 
preter. SuflSicient praife cannot be given to that gentleman for 
the intereft which he took in this aflSsdr. Our tribute, filich as it 
w^s, has already been paid him. It remains only for his employers 
to do juftice to the fpirit with which be fuppcHted their credit^ 
and that of the Engliih nation. At parting he prefented Hadgee 
Uttalah with a pipe of fome value ; and we had the pleafure to fee 
him and his companions dq>art, not lefs fatisfied with our bounty 
towards themfelves, than furprized at our remembrance of their 
abient mailer. 

It may not, perhaps, be thought impertinent to remark^ that 
the report of thefe Arabs will be of no diflervice to the Company^ 
(hould they adc^t the idea of having their packets forwarded from 
India, by the way of Cofire and Ghinnah. The port of Cofire is 
open at all ieafons of the year^ while that of Suez is fhut up by 
the northerly winds no lefs than eight months out of twelve. A 
fa£t which I have endeavored to eftablifh in a former part of this 

work. 

Amid thefe agreeable tranfaclions, we encountered one of a dif- 
ferent nature. After the repeated inflances which Abdul RuITar 
had afforded us of his honefly, it appeared that there were mo- 
ments in which he wfis not proof to temptation, Ibrahim, ever 
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indolent and fimple^ had from titoQ to tida^ lont this fellow mo- 
ney, and firtcc our arrival at Cairo tlic fum was cotifiderably in- 
creafed. It was but yefterday nooa that we paid up Abdul 
Ruliar's wages^ at his own requeft ; and at night he decamped in 
Ibrahim's debt. This intelligence was juft now communicated to 
us, and, from fome circumftances^ it is probable that he is return* 
ed to his native country. To diifipate Ibrahim's ch^rin, in fome 
meafure, we took this opportunity to difcharge our obligations 
to him« We had advanced fome money to thetcaptain on his ac- 
count, on our leaving the Adventure; and we now prefentod 
him with fuch a gratuity as our finances would admit of. His 
ferviccs were beyond the common clals, and were not to be re- 
warded by any limited wages. Our good- will was only to be 
bounded by our ability ; and he obtained from us a purfe con* 
taining an hundred Venetians. We could have wifhed^ indeed, 
the fum had been doubled for his fake. But when it is con(ider<* 
ed, that he will work his paiTage to India on the (hips of next; 
feafon, and that Mr. Baldwin has generouily offered him hi$ table 
while he remains here, the fum may be carried to his family free 
of all deductions, and will be no trivial addition to the for- 
tune of an Indian. Notwithftanding this difcharge, Ibrahim 
means to accompany us to Alexandria, and to fee us embark 
for Europe. 

Among our other recreations here, we make a daily pra6lice of 
offering incenfe to a fair idol, who lives oppofite our houfe. She 
is a mixture of the Greek and French, as well in her origin as 
her compofition, being as remarkable for vivacity and good- 
humour in her temper, as for fymmetry and elegance in her per- 
fon. This young damfel quickly found out our arrival, and, 
like other finging-birds fhut up in a cage, began to difplay her 
attractions the moment fhe had caught our obfervation. She ap- 
pears at her window every morning and evening, and eith^ 
awakes our attention with her guitar» or ccxidefcends to rq)ly to 
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our addrdf&s, whkk are breathed to her acrafs a narrow ftreet. 
Shch^s an old mbther, who fetms tb enccHxrage the innocent 
damfd in her coqtRtry ; and I fear would prove but a ti^eacherous 
portrefs Id the caftie, were fome lover^ like Jnpiter, danhg enough 
to defirend to thb Danae in a ihower of gold. There are numbers 
of captive nymphs in this city, who fi^ for liberty, and. would 
throw tbemfelves into the amis of any European who made ho-r 
nourable addrefies to them. Bred up in the circle of French &^ 
ciety, and denied the freedom which they hear the females enjoy 
in France^ they repine at their deftiny, and would chearfuUy leave 
the manners,, cufboms, and country of Turkey bdiind them. 

As we returned from the gardens of the convent tius evening, 
we met a gentleman near the French factory, who is to be our 
fellow-paiTenger to Marines. It feems, thati be is a man oi eru- 
dition and tafte; was formerly fecretary tathe»embafiy at Rome; 
and is now on his return to France from a. Mnir of Greece and 
Egypt. He was introduced to us by the name of MdUeo, aad 
promifes to turn out no inDonfideraUe acquifition to our fbciety 
during the voyage, and the term of our quarantine at Mar* 
feilies. 


WEDNESDAY, 24th September. 

We have been preparing ourfdves this morning to take leave of 
this great city. Our ftay has not been equal to our curiofity, but 
perfeAly fuitable to our dcfigns, which are to get to England with 
all poffible expedition. The packets with which we are charged 
have doubtlefs reached London before us by duplicates ; but we 
have private as well as public concerns ; and it is time for us to 
undeorive our friends, and to remove their appreheniions for 
our £ifety. 

Until the arrival of Mr. Baldwin, about two years ago, the 
Engliih carried on no commerce in this city. He is ftiU the 
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only, merchant of our nation liere^.and is agent to the Company 
for forwarding their packets to and from India. And, con<^ 
fidered in itfeif, this is a point of ho little importance to that 
political body. , The advantage of quick intelligence is no ie* 
cret to a wife government. The pafiage home is, indeed, as yet 
precarious, <by. the difEcult navigation of the gulph of Suez ; 
but the pafiage out is fure and expeditious. There is an inftance, 
not two months ago, of a Mr. Whitehill coming from London 
to Csdro in a month. He was charged with the reftoration of 
Lord Pigot to the government of. Fort St. Gtorgc; 2nd it is 
fuppofed will get to that place in the iame penod. A voyage, 
which jfeldom is efie£ted: by the Cape of Good Hope in double 
the time. 

' The decay of the Englifh trade in any quarter, is naturally 
fuppoled to give vigor to. the exertions of the French. They are 
avowed rivals in wealth as well as power^ and mutually rife on the 
riuns of each other, fiut this rule will not hold in reipe^t to the 
commerce of Egypt. However flouriihing the French traffic 
may be in other parts of the . Levant, it is apparently here in a 
confumptive date. No other fymptom of this is necellary to be 
produced, than the reduction of their eftablifhments. The con* 
fuUhip of Cairo has been ftruck off as a fixiitlefs expence, by a 
recent order from France ; and it is obferved, that a Ipirit of dif- 
fipation and gaming has crept in among the merchants, which 
was unknown in bufy times, and. is wholly incompatible with 
their fituation. A decline of this nature will give fcope to the 
induftry of the Venetians and otl^er ftates of Italy, who have 
factories here, and cut no inconfiderable figures in the commer* 
cial fcale. 

. At noon we fent down our ba^;age to the boat, which we had 
agreed for to take us as far as Rofetto. We paid but fixteen dol-* 
lars for the hire of this boat, and, with the afliftance of Mr. Bald* 
win's fervants, laid up fome cold provifion for the pafiage. The 
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^markets of Caii*o are plentifully fupplied with a variety of articles, 
^t reafonable rates. Flefti, fowl, and fifti, are daily expofed for fale; 
and are ferved up in great perfe£lion at Mr. Baldwin's table> 
which amply fupports the character of Englifh hofpitality. 

At five o'clock we were joined by Monfieur Meillon^ and 
having once more arrayed ourfelves in our Turkifh habits, we 
mounted our aifes and proceeded to Bulac. Bulac is the port of 
Cairo, where every one is obliged to embark, in order to have his 
goods pafled at the cuftom-houfe. Mr. Baldwin was fo obliging 
as to accompany us thither, to fee us on board the boat. We had 
two miles to go, and in the way, obtained the fight of a part of 
the city which was new to us ; and which every where difplays a 
face of magnificence, we little expefted to find in Egypt. We went 
through a fquare that is one of the fi neft I ever beheld, both in jefpe^l: 
to its extent, and the loftinefs of the buildings which furround it. I 
fpeak within bounds when I pronounce k to be nearly two miles in 
circumference ; and at this time the area exhibits a beautiful (heet 
of water, covered with gay boats of all denominations. When the 
Nile retires within his banks again, the beauty of this fquare will 
not be loft ; as the bed of the prefent canal will wear a drefs of 
the livelieft verdure^ during the other months of the year. We 
reached Bulac about fix o'clock, and getting our baggage pafled 
without any delay, we went on board the boat, which we found 
to be very large and convenient. We are now, for the firft time 
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in our progrefs through Egypt, to be fheltered from the fun, and 
to travel at our eafe, and in full fecurity from danger. From the 
fpacioufiiefs and convenience of our vehicle, and the -charms of 
this celebrated river, we look for nothing but pleafure in this 
voyage. Mr. Baldwin has been fo obliging as to fecure us a 
reception at Rofetto and Alexandria, by fumifliing us with 
letters to his agents there; and in every refpeft, has anfwercd 
the expectations which we had formed from his chara6ler and 
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ftation*. Wc parted with him at feven o'clock, when our 
boat weighed and fell down with the tide. We have the cabbins 
wholly to ourfelves ; but Ihe has feveral pafftngers on boai^, 
befides us and our fervants, and a valuable cargo of coffee. The 
wind is right againft us, notwithftaiiding which wc drop down 
at the rate of three miles an hour, Juft before fun-fet we opened 
the pyramids, which were in a dired line behind us. The moun- 
tainous ftature of thefe pyramids was increafed by the fetting 
ray, which had fallen behind them, and exhibited a fpe6tacle at 
once fublime and pifturefque. The night now {pread her cur- 
tains round the world, and difpofed us to reft. At midnight we 
paffed the village of Daranie, on the Delta, where the Nile di- 
vides himfelf into two branches, which fall into the Mediterra- 
nean at Rofetto and Damiat, near loo miles afunder, and form 
the Delta, one of the moft fertile iflands in the world. We 
took the branch that runs to Ro(etto» and continued the whole 
night to drop down with the current. The wind abated towards 
morning,, and our courfe waa cohfequently quickened. The 
reader is here prefented with the courfe of the greater branches 
of the Nile from Cairo to the Mediterranean,, as a fuf^lement to 
the chart of its courfe throi^h Upper Egypt. 

^ I have feariit, witk no little concern, that the fltuation of this gentleman has 
been (omc time paft very critical. On the plundering of the caravan, in the fum- 
merof 1779, betweea Suezc^ and Cairo, the gpvernment bound Mr. Baldwin to 
prevent a retaliatioa on the part of the Englifh, and he was no more than a pri- 
foner at large, until very lately that he cSe&tA. his efcape* la this manner has 
the treaty of commerce between the Englifh and the government of Cairo, been 
preferved I Thus have the fortunes of many gentlemen,, who built their hopes on 
the faith of nations, and remitted their property from India through this channel^ 
fallen a facrifice to the inconftancy and avarice of a faithlefs race i Indeed, a cevotu- 
tion has happened in Cairo- fince that defcribed in tliis work, fo the wonder would 
be, that any treaty was refpeAed by fttch a fluAuating govemment. 

THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, 25th September. 

I yofe at day-breaks to take a view of the country around us. 
There was now a fine leading wind, and we went with great ra- 
pidity through the water. The navigation of this river i$ cer- 
tainly the nioft delightful, that fancy can pifture to itfelf. To 
thie rigiit of us is the beautiful ifland of Delta, covered with grain, 
interfei^^ with canals, and thickly fet with large towns and 
roqfi^ptiq villages^ 1 he fcene to the left is of a different hue. 
The baxiks, indeed^ are adorned with handfome cities and ex- 
tenfive groves, and a traft of country as verdant as the oppofite ; 
but theathe di^fart appears behind this garden, and gives a noble 
variety to the profpeft* At feven o'clock we paffed very near 
the town of Demifehili, on the weftem bank, and ran by feveral 
iflands of various forms, which waved with crops of grain. In 
{landing from one (ide of the river to the other, we ran afliore at 
nine o'clock, oppofite a place called Abuel Hau, where we 
were detained above half an hour. We find that boats fre- 
quently meet with thefe accidents on the Nile ; but the bottom 
being every where a rich clay, tliey are produdtive of nothing 
worfe than the lofs of time. There is no danger to be now 
apprehended from the natives in the day, nor will they even 
venture to attack any but fmall boats in the night, in fuch a 
fituation. The iecurity of this navigation is much amended of 
late ; though our boat is too fiirong to have ihrunk from danger 
in the worft of times. 

By the aftivity of our people we got afloat again, and purfued 
our voyage until noon, without any further obftacle. We now 
found ourfelves at the town of Efleiale, on the Delta. We met 
with but few towns in this laft run. What we have hitherto 
feen are moftly in a ruinous condition ; but being all embelliihed 
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with lofty mofques and the ruins of magnificent (trudlures, 
they cut a veiy elegant appearance from the water. We were 
provided with fome roafted fowls, an excellent pie, and fome 
bottles of wine, to which we paid our refpefts with great appe- 
tite. It is with difficulty that we can tear ourfelves from the 
deck on any occafion, as the objects around us are of a fafcinat*- 
ing nature. The towns now began to thicken on us again. 
We ran by the villages of Nedfgili, Berim, and Feriftah^ befides a 
number of others which we pafTed in mid-ftream, and which are 
to fee found in a map that Mr. Nieburh has given^ of the 
great branches of the Nile. At five in^ the evening we went 
mnder the town of Schabur, on the weftern bank, and opened a 
point of the river with a fine breezei Innumerable are the fmalf 
and large craft which we have met in our run from Cairo, and 
which convey to the traveller fome idea of the extenfive com- 
merce of Egypt. The exports, however, are chiefly confined^ 
to the articles of life, and her com is diftributed to the different 
ports of the Mediterranean and the Red-fea. This is the coin^ 
in which (he pays for the coffee of Arabia, and' the cotton and' 
filk of Perfia •. and, inflead of laying illegal impofts on the mer- 
chant, had Ihe but wifdom enough to trade upon her own bot- 
toms, without fuffering foreign nations to engrofs the freight 
of her commodities, there is no doubt that her gains would; 
exceed thofe of .every other country; 

The wind died away towards fun-fet, which induced our crew* 
to man a pinnace, which has been hitherto a-ftern, to tow us 
down the ftream. This is of great affiftance to us, and we hope 
will enfure our arrival at Rofetto in the morning. We have put 
fome paffengers alhore at feveral places which we have pafTed, 
but fhall carry the principal part of them to Rofetto, Thefe 
paffengers are lodged under an awning, which extends from the 
cabbin to the maimnafl, and is capable of containing twenty 
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people. Among them is a poor boy, who loft his father in the 
late troubles at Cairo. He has a good appearance, and told his 
tragic ftory fo pathetically, that we were moved to . compaffion, 
and made a colleftion among us, to enable him to return to his 
family, who are at Conftantinople. 

The night is ferene and unclouded, but we have no light (ave 
what the ftars afford; It is a Icicky circuniftance, perhaps, for 
our bodies,, that' our minds are difengaged from the profpeifts 
around, and that there is no moon to tempt us to wafte thofe 
hours upon deck, which fhould be dedicated to fleep. Weconrt 
tinued to fall down flowly during the night. 

FRIDAY, 26th Septemrer.. 

We-had the pleafure, at day-break, to find ourfelves near the 
city of Fue, on the Delta. This city is in the latitude of 31' 
10' north, and within thirty miles of Rofetto.. It is ftill of a 
confiderable extent, and affords an infinity of lofty minarets to 
the paflenger's view, whofe tops were now gilded with the morning, 
ray. Confidering the want of wind, our progrefs has not been 
tardy. The country on each fide of us is ftill a garden, and 
exhibits an agreeable^ variety of fruit-trees and corn-fields, opu- 
lent* towns and fequeftered villages. Now and then we meet 
with fiatmll iflands, more verdant than the infant buds of fpring. 
At feven o'clock we pafTed between the towns of Deirut and 
Disjedie, in the former of which there is one of the moft beau- 
tiful mofques in Egypt. We have found no increafe in the 
breadth of the Nile fince we left Cairo ; nor is this fo much to 
be wondered at, if we confider the great depth of the channel, 
and the multitude of canals which every where divert his waters^ 
We paflfed in the night the grand canal which fupplies Alexan^ 
dria with water,, and is faid to be the work of Alexander. It be-^ 
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gins nearly oppofite the town of MehaHet IVTalik, on the Delta ; 
and while it was open for boats, fliortened the diftance onp third, 
in the voyage we are engaged in. But it would have been a 
pity to have robbed us of any of the charms of this riven We 
were ftill feafting luxurioufly on the pro^eft before us, when 
we came within fight of the city of Rofetto, which is known 
at a diftance, by the ruins of an antient tower on an hill to the 
fouthward of the place* We ran under a mofque fituatcd on an 
ifland ; and at one o'clpck, anchored before the city. We went 
aftiore immediately, and waited on Mbnfieur TeiEttr, a French 
merchant of this pl^CP, to whom Mr. Baldwin was. fo kind as 
to furnifti us with a letter. We were received very politely by 
this gentleman, who made us a tender, of his houfe during our 
fhort ftay. Monfieur Meillon, our fellow-traveller, took up 
his quarters with the French conful, who is but newly arrived 
here. 

Rofetto, or Raichid, is fituated in 31*" 23^ north latitude, on 
the weftem bank of the Nilis, and is reckoned one of the 
prettieft and compa£left cities in Egypt. It is tke next to 
Cairo for commerce) if we except Alexandria, and exceeds 
them both in the falubrity of its air, and the beauty o£ its fitua- 
tion. The Nile runs in its front, and the fea lies within ten 
miles of its rear^ from whence it is conflantly refrefhed with 
cooling breezes. The country about it is a continued plajatation 
of lemon, citron^ and orange-trees. We walked out in the even- 
ing to furvey the city and its environs. The ftreefs are regular, 
and the buildings in general neat and lofty. We prefently quit- 
ted the town, and were, in a manner, buried among fragrant 
groves, where the fun*s burning rays never intrude themielves. 
The walks were flrewed with the bloflbms of the trees, whole 
boughs were at the fame time loaded with golden fruit. In this 
happy clime the feafons are joyoiifly blended together ; and the 
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travelfer, in thcfb rcti«rts^ might think himfelf tranfportcd to the 
rc^ons of fancy ♦• Here peace and plenty i*eign. The noife and 
hurry of a dty are not perceivable in this psninfula, which was nM 
the leaft difturbed by the late revolution in th^ ftate^ though at fb 
{hort a dvftance from the c^itaL But this may be partly owing 
to the nature of the Turldih cuftoms« The changes in the go- 
vernment do not affe6^ the fobjeCi i nor the evils of public dif- 
putes extend beyond thofe who choofe to take a part in them. 

On our return home we pafied the French faftory^ which is a' 
fpacious edifice, and difplays a very handibme front to the river. • 
There is a wharf before it of near a mile in length, which affords 
a pleafant walk to the tnhabit»its« On die nortii fide of this 
wharf ftands the houfe of the late Mn Wortley Montague, wlm - 
was fo celebrated for his vnt and curiofity, and his extraordinarjr 
attachment to Mahometan countries ; but, perhaps, not lefi re- 
markable for being the Ton of the ingenious kdy Mary of the 
fame name. He refided here: more thait throe years i : and his lofa 
is ftill reg^ted by Mof^ixr Teflier, . and die ^ntlo&en of' Ro^- 
fett©.. 

We fupped and flept at the French merchant'St i^hofe cdmplai* 
fance . extended to the procuring us places in a paflage-boat, ■ that 
fails before day- break for Alexandria.. We have been.obfiged to 
prefer this, mode to the ufual route by land, which we are afiuredi 
has been infefted by wild Arabs^ ever imce the.commencement dE^ 
the late troubles. We (hall be no lofers by the change^ as the : 
country btfween Rofetto and Alexandria, is little J>etter than a der 
fkrt ; and we fhall now have an opportunity of examining one of • 
the mouths of the Nile. This mouthy it feems, is §6 choaked up • 
with a bar of fand, as to render k impafiable to anyi veflTel .that ^ 
draws more, than nine feet water. The mouth of dieceaftcsm 

*' Weil did tbey dcferve to be the favorite refidence of the beantifid Cle^p^tra ! 

branch- 


I 
1 


-branch is more cafy of accefs* Foreign vcflelscome up almoft to 
,Damiat; and we underhand the Turkifli frigate pafled that way 
: to Cairo. But (he was o^iged to be lightened for that purpofe ; 
.and it is only during the inundation of the Nile, that veffels of 
fuch a conftruftion can enter this river, which is navigable for 
Jiear a thoufand miles, and, were this defeft cured, might exhibit 
ihips of various: nations in the heart of Egypt. 

SATURDAY, 27th September. 

« 

We jembark^ at four o'clock this morning on the boat, to 
nvhich our baggage and fervants had been (hifted the preceding 
evening. It was a veflcl of a different built and conveniency, to 
the one we had left. It was not very unlike the bark in which 
we were fo long tofled about the Red-fea, fave that we were now 
provided with a good awning to fhelter us from the fun, in con^- 
iideration of a piece of gold which each of us gave for himfelf and 
fervants. There were no paflengers befides us ; and her cargo 
was not very confiderable. We weighed anchor, in company with 
4hirty fail of the fame craft, and fell down geiitly with the tide. 
Abbut fun^rife we found ourfelves oppoiite an old caftle on the 
<peninfula, which appears to have been originally built for the de- 
fence of the river. We eroded the ftream here, and anchored at 
the village of Arbut on the Delta, where we were obliged to wait 
for a wind, to run us over the bar. Here we found the remains of 
e battery, which had been raifed to anfwer the caftle on the op« 
polite fhore ; and it ieems almoft impracticable for any hoftile 
(y^eiTels that can enter this river, to have paffed between them. We 
found feveral brafs cannon icattered up and down the beach, of 
very antient conftru£tion ; but .the bore of them is too narrow to 
engage with the artillery of the prefent times. Arbut is the laft 
Jtown on the Nile, and the country about it affords little elfe'than 
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date-trees» under the fhade of which we rambled about during our 
ftay here. 

At ten o'clock a breeze of wind fpringing up, we repaired aboard, 
hoifled our fails, and ftood for the bar. The river increafed all 
at once in its breadth; the flream began to be confid^rably agi-- 
tated ; and we had approached within a mile of the bar, when the 
wind perverfely came ahead, and obliged the whole fleet to run 
under the (hore of Delta. The land here has quite loft its fertile 
appearance. No more the earth fmiles with the plenteous harveft ; 
no more the embowering fhades half conceal the ruftic hamlet. 
The ground is thinly covered with brufh-woodi while the fhore 
of the peninfula is interrupted with frequent hillocks of fand. 
While we were kept here, our fervants drefled us ^me pigeons, 
which we had procured at Arbut ; and the eating of our dinner 
helped us to pafs away the vexatious moments of delay. 

More veffels now joined us from Rofetto. This was the part 
in which the difficulty of our voyage wholly lay. If the wind 
continued as it was, we might remain here for a day ^ and, for 
our confolation, we were told of boats that had experienced worfe 
luck. The profpedl was not the moft flattering, and we were 
about to wifh ourfelves on the road over the defart to Alexandria, 
notwithftanding the perils which awaited it, when the wind lucki- 
ly veered to the eaftward of north, and permitted us to lay up well 
to our point. We immediately availed ourfelves of it, and thir- 
ty-five fail of us ftood for the iogage or bar, which we reached 
about one o'clock. There is a boat conftantly at anchor in mid- 
channel, to direft others through this hazardous place. The waves 
ran pretty high, and it was our fortune to ftrike the bank three or 
four times fucceffively, in performing this paflage. The (hocks 
were very fmart ; but as our boat was light, and the wind fair, 
we were threatened with no abfolute danger. Though the ^ale 
began to frefhen, and we were obliged to tack twice to fetch the 
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channel, we got dear of the bogage in ahout ten minutes. This 
was no trifling piece of good luck, if it- be confidered, that veflels: 
are fometimes fix or feven hours beating over this bar, and obli- 
ged to unlade their cargoes into the pilot- boat, in order to lighten 
themfelves. Had we been coming into the river at this time, the 
accident would, in all probability, have been of a ferious nature.. 
The conteft between the wind and the current, which fet us out 
fo faft, muft be always very violent, and occafion a fea, which 
would inevitably ftave any veflel, that is unfortunate enough to^ 
ftrike the bottom. 

The Mediterranean- fea was now before us. The goal to whiclk 
our earneft looks had been fo long tumed, was now happily at- 
tained, and we hoped foon to refpire freely after a courfe, run 
with peril, and won with labor. Like the deed who approaches, 
his forfaken paflures, we fiiuffed in imagination our native air, 
and every pulfe beat quicker with Ae thoughts of home. The 
Nile throws himfelf with fuch an impetuofity into- this fea, that 
Neptune feems to ftirink before his might at this feaibn. For & 
league and more from the bar, the water retains its chryftal hue 
and frefli quality^ of which we convinced ourfelves by ain expe«* 
riment. Wc now ftood to the fouth-wefl:, in company with the 
whole fleet. The fea. was fmooth, and the light barks glibly 
ikimmed the furface. At two o'clock we began to open a bay 
to our left^ which forms the-peninfula where Canopus once ftood,. 
and behind which we faintly difcemed the groves of Rofetto. The 
waves now were confiderably raifed, and our veffers motion en- 
creafed. But the wind continued fair, and we ran- brilkly by a: 
landy, but not a defart coaft. Date-trees rear their heads behind, 
the ftcepy beach, and many of the eminences are crowned withi 
the auguft ruins of ancient caftles. At five in the evening wc 
found ourfelves oppofite to the town of Vickerie, where there is a 
large caftle in good repair, and a light-houfe for the dire£lion of 
z mariners.. 
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mariners. Here a garrifon is conflantly maintained for the de^ 
fence of the coaft, which is fometimes infulted by Greek corfairs, 
and the gallies of Malta. This is a confiderable head-land^ and 
there are feveral finall iflands lying oiF it. We once more got in 
with the land, and fmoothed our water very eifeftually. We de- 
scried feveral fail to the northward, and made the hull of a large 
three-mafted veffel. We were the bed failor in the fleet, and got 
£) much ahead, that at fun-fet, our people could diftinguifh the 
point behind which Alexandria ftands. The coaft here is very 
low, and offers nothing pleaiing to the eye. At eight o'clock we 
could fee the lights in the harbor. The night was dark, and we 
lofl the opportunity of beholding the city from this point of view. 
At nine we anchored within fifty yards of the fhore, and fent 
Ibrahim afhore with M onfieur Meillon, to find out the gentleman 
to whom we are recommended by Mr. Baldwin* We were pre- 
paring to take up our lodging in the boat for the night, when» 
jufl before ten o'clock, Ibrahim returned with Signior Brandi 
himfelf, who politely came for us at that late hour. We left our 
Servants on board with our baggage, and accompanied that gen- 
tleman to an hotel, which has been lately fet up for the reception 
of flrangers. Here we fupped comfortably, and enjoyed a found 
repofe after our tedious pafifage from Rofetto. 

SUN DAY, 28th September. 

We rofe betimes this morning, and fent for our baggage and 

• 

fervants. The houfe we are in is roomy and convenient; and was 
originally the Englifh faftory, when we had a conful here. Our 
hoft is a niafler taylor, and feems to be an inoffenfive Italian. His 
wife is a Greek woman from Smyrna, talks French and Italian, 
and promifes to render our fituation eafy during our flay here. 
We are to pay two dollars per diem each, for our bed and board i a 
price, indeed, rather extravagant, but fettled in the befl manner 
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by Mr. Baldwin's agent, for the convenience of Englifh tra- 
vellers. 

We walked out after breakfaft, to take a view of the anticnt 
port and city of Alexandria. We were attended by a Janizary in 
the Engliftipay, whom it is neceffary to have, both as a guide and 
a protestor from the infults of the vulgar. Agreeably to the cuf- 
toms of this place, we had refumed the European drefs, difcarded 
our whifkers, and once more looked and moved with freedom and 
cafe. We went direftly to the fea-fide, to examine the Turkifh 
haven, which lies to the weftward of the pharos, and is perfectly 
fecure for (hipping when it blows a gale of wind. But this haven 
is facred to the Turks, who are unfeeling enough to forbid Chrif- 
tian veflels taking refuge in it, even when it is impoflible for 
them to remain in fafety in the common harbor. The melancholy 
confequences of this reftridHon have appeared more than dnce. 
Particularly in the year 1767, when forty veflels of different na- 
tions foundered, or ran afliore in the common harbor, during a 
violent ftorm from the north-eaft quarter. But in fpite of this 
ordinance, Chriftian veflels will prefume at times to peep into this 
port i and it is not a fortnight iince a Maltefe privateer chafed a 
Turkifti (hip of much fuperior force under the very battery of the 
pharos, and gave her a parting broadfide as fhe ran into the road. 
A Turkifh man of war of fixty guns was then at anchor here^ 
and, either through want of alertnefs or refolution, did not at- 
tempt to revenge the infult. This man of war is ftill here, and 
there are feveral frigates on this flation for the proteftion of the 
trade t 

We now went into the dock-yard, to fee a very bad fpecimen of 
their fkill in fhip-building. Here we perceived a party of females 
flanding on the beach^ ready to be embarked in a boat for Cairo. 
They proved to be Greek flaves, jufl brought from the Archipe- 
hgo, and going as aprefent to the bey of C^ra. This informa- 
tion 
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tion we obtained from our^anizary, who, at our requcft, entered 
into conrerfation with their guard. The poor creatures feemed 
infenfible of their fituation, which, in fome meafure, fuppreffed 
the emotions we underwent at the firfl: knowledge of their deftiny. 
They turned towards us as we approached them ; and in fpite of 
their vails we could perceive, by their fine eyes, and their admir^ 
able forms, that they were objefts unfit to be fecluded from the 
fight of the world. This fudden motion, and the involuntary fur- 
prize which they betrayed at the novelty of our habits awakened 
the jealouly of their keepers, who immediately hurried them into 
the boat that was wsdting for them. The pric? of fuch girls is 
from four hundred to a thoufand zechins ; and their value is en- 
hanced, as much in proportion to their qualifications, as the 
beauties they poffefs. To what a ftate of degeneracy is the world 
fallen, when wit, accomplifhments, and beauty, are put up to fale 
among the female tribe, in the fame manner as ftrength and me- 
chanic (kill in the negroes of Africa ! The latter branch of com- 
merce is indeed an impeachment on humanity ; but the former is 
a difgrace to the nature and tendency of the finer paflions. 

Alexandria, or Scanderie as the Turks call it, lies in the la-- 
titude of 31* 1 1 'north, on a rifing ground, which defcends with 
an eafy flope towards the fea, and defcribes a femicircle, with the 
caftle on the eaftern, and the pharos on the weftern points In 
this bay the foreign (hipping lay, and range themfelves abreafl: of 
the pier which joins the pharos to the continent, according to 
their arrival. This ftation they chufe on account of its greater 
fecurity, as the pier breaks the force of the fea, which tumbles ia 
from the eaftward. The fea waflies the walls of the houfes, and 
the refrefhing breezes which come from it, contribute much to the 
healthinefs of the place. The prefent city feems to ftand in one 
quarter of the old, and does not take up one eighth part of the 
ground, which may be afcertained by the anticnt walls that ftiU 
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remain. It is reckoned to contain thirty thouiand inhabitants of 
all nations ; and a greater medley were never yet aflembled toge- 
ther. Gain is the lure which draws them to this mart; the 
mafters of which are the only people who derive no folid advan- 
tage from the conne6lion. 

I could dwell with pleafure on the minute antiquities of thi$ 
well-known fpot, were they not already defcribed with fuch pre- 
cifion and elegance, in a work lately publifhed, as to leave a 
future traveller little to fay that can be new, and lefs that he 
can hope will equal the manner of fo agreeable an author. 
This work was originally printed in German, and has fince been 
tranflated into French, and is the produftion of Mr. Niebuhr, 
who made the tour of Lower Egypt and Arabia, by the command 
of his Danifh Majefty. I mean to touch, however, on the moft re- 
markable objefls of our refearch ; as to obferve a profound fdence 
on fo curious a theme, would be an infult on the tafte and learn- 
ing of the reader. 

We dined in company with a genteel young Swifs, who is on 
his way to India. He is to embark on the firft boat for Csdro. 
where he means to take his pafTage on our (hipping. It was with 
no fmall fatisfaftion that we replied to his queries of a journey fo 
new to him, and of a country in which we had fpent fo many 
years. He was rather mortified, however, when he underftood 
there were none of our veffels at Suez, nor after their arrival, 
that would fail for India before the next fummer. 


MONDAY, 29th September. 

We were introduced to-day by Signior Brandi to the French 
conful. He appears to be a well-bred fenfible man, and is well 
fpoken of by our companion Monfieur Meillon, who takes up his 
lodging^s at the French fadory. He is but lately aiiived here, 
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md has his cnriofity to fatisfy as much as wr. We accompaw 
nied him in a walk tofome of the adjacent ruins. We paffed by 
the Venetian faftory, which ftands next to* the French. This is^ 
a veiy handfome building,, and makes a much greater (how than 
any of the foreign faftories. Our road lay over a fandy plain ^ 
where feveral granite pillars of a prodigious length, are fcattered 
up and down. They feem ta have been brought here with an; 
intention of being ufed, which has been afterwaixls given up. 
When we had croflTed this plain, we went under an arched gate- 
way, which, perhaps, marked one of the divifions of the antient 
city. To the fouth of it lies a lofty tower in a ruinous condi- 
tion. It is furroundcd by an high wall, and within, there is a 
grove of date-trees. Here the antiquities commence. 

With what concern muft the informed fpeftator view the re- 
mains of fo celebrated a place I With vHliat regret muft he look back 
on its former beauty and pride, and draw a comparifon with its pre- 
(ent poverty ^id decline! I hope it will not be confidered as a piece 
ef affedlation in any one to declare, that he cannot behold fuch 
fights as thefe with an even mind.. The deftruftion of renowned 
cities is a baneful profpeft to the eye ; and the fufceptible breaft 
is filled with the fame fenfations in contemplating their decay, as* 
touch it at the appearance of a venerable character in diftrefs^ 
whom it is beyond the ability of man to relieve. We foon came 
to an antient 'temple, a part of which is ftill habitable, and has 
been long appropriated to the fervice of Mahomet. On this ac- 
count, we found fome difficulty to obtain admittance. But the 
key was at length procured by our Janizary, and we were fhewn 
mto the negle6ted quarter. This is a fquare of very large dia- 
meter,, which is fiirrotinded with triple rows of granite pillars 
of the Corinthian order. Thefe pillars are lofty, and fnpport a 
loof which is ftill in a good ft ate of prefervation. 

The infide of thf walls of this temple is inlaid with, tables of 
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marble of vaiious colors, which, for thdr richnefs and novelty, 
cannot but engage the admiration of a ftranger. In the area of 
the {quare is a ftone ciftern of very antique mould. It is in- 
fi:ribed on all fides with hieroglyphics, and from a rail which 
enclofed it, appears to have ferved for fome religious purpofe. 

From hence we walked through a field of antiquities to a 
convent, which maintains four Francifcan friars. The building 
is fimple, and fuited to the chara£ter of its founders. Here we 
found about an acre of ground, very neatly diippfed of. The 
foil was naturally fterile, but by the induftry of thefe holy fa- 
thers, produces vegetables in great abundance. They have a 
vineyard in fome forwardnefs; and with no fmall labor and 
perfeverance, have funk a refervoir to fupply the garden with 
water, which is conveyed thither from a neigljboring aqueduft. 
Thefe innocent creatures were diverting themfelves at nine-pins, 
and carried a content in their looks, which feemed to fet the 
cares and the vanities of the world equally at defiance. The 
evening was advanced, and we returned towards the city. In the 
way we were overtaken by a ihower of rain. This was fuch a 
novelfy to us, who had not feen ra}n for fix months paft, that 
we enjoyed it in the higheft degree ; and were the only perfons 
in company, who would not haye ^^ifpeijjTed wi|h^getting wet to 
the fkin. 

The (hower was flight, however, ^nd we arrived at the French 
faftory without any damage. The cpnful now introduced us 
to his lady, who is a pretty fprightly woman. We readily com- 
plied with an invitation from her to play at cards, and fpend 
the evening in her company. It was many months fince we 
had feen a female, whofe drefs and manners refembled thofe of 
our own countrywomen. She appears not to have any great 
relifli for her fituation, which, to one of her vivacity, muft be 
dull enough. Indeed, the difpofition of the people ihe is among, 
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may have occafioned her diiguft to this country. The French 
conful loft his life here from a barbarous principle of revenge^ 
about eighteen months ago ; and her hufband was appointed ta 
fucceed him. This would be a fufficient motive for a wo- 
man's fears. The particulars of this tragical ftory I will re* 
late hereafter. 

TUESDAY, 30th Sbptember. 

We breakfafted this morning on board the French (hip, which 
Mr. Baldmn had recommended to us for a paflage to France. 
She is called the Cleopatra, and is a new, pretty, and commodious 
veffel. We have agreed with the Captain, Monfieur Calvi, to 
give him 133 crowns each for our paflage, which is. indeed a 
Urge fum in thefe feas. But the gentlemen from India are al- 
ways confidered as monied men, and are taxed accordingly, 
whether diey travel this way for pleafure, or are charged widi 
bufmefs of a public nature. We find, however, that we (hall be 
accommodated in the moft el^nt manner; and we muft do 
Captain Cdvi the jufHce to fay, that he ftated his intentions of 
providing us with a plentiful table, and iubmitted the price to 
our genero(ity. On our return from the Cleopatra, we paSki 
under the fterns of feveral merchantmen of different nations. 
There were but two Engiifh veflfels in the number, otte of which 
is freighted by Mr. Baldwin for Conftantinople« 

In the afternoon a large party of us fallied out to take a view 
of Pompey's pillar, the theme of the prefent age, and the admira- 
tion of paft times ! Befides my companions and myfelf, we were 
joined by the two Eiiglifh commanders of the (hips in the har>- 
bor, and by Monfieur Meillon, and (bme young gentlemen of 
the French factory. We mounted the firft zffcs that prefented 
themfehres for hire, and, attended by our Janizary, took the 
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cour& wc purfued yefterdajr. We kft the convOTit cm our right, 
and prefently came among broken arches ^md long pavementSi, 
which are the remains of an aquedudb. Several towers r^ajred vf^ 
their difmantled heads qa each fide of us» whoi[e appearance prQ- 
nounces them to have been p<^ Qf.^eat in^poFtjuiceandAre^glih. 
A number of flately pillars next engaged our attent4on. They 
are placed in two parallel lines, and feem to have formerly fup- 
ported fome magniiicent portico^. The pillars are of granite, or 
Thebaic marble, and about thirty f6et high df a Wgle ftone; and 
we 'Counted no le^ than thirty of them ftill ftanding. But how^ 
ever choice thefe columns might be in any other place^ they were 
but foils to the pillar wluch now appeared before us. We hftd 
been buried amid the ruins and the hiUs of iand» which the winds 
have thrown up^ when, leaving the city by the gate of Rei^tto^ 
we came tmexpefiedly upon the pillar. It is impoflible to telX 
which is moft worthy of admiradon, the height, the workman- 
(hip/ or the condition of this pillar. By the befl accounts we can 
obtain, it is an hunted and ten feet high.. Theihaft,, which is of 
a fiiigle ftoneof granite, is ninety feet, and tiie pedeftal is twen^ 
more. It is of di^ Corinthian order, which^gives a beautiful dig-^ 
nity to its Qm{4icity, rarely to be met with in- modern architec-^ 
tore. It has fuffered little or no injury from time. The.poliih 
upon the ihaft has woaderfoUy withftood the buffeting of the 
tempeft y and it promifes to hand down a patriot name to the late, 
pofterity of the ignorant native,, who has no other ttace.of the fame 
of Pompey \ the pedeffcal has been fomewhat damaged by the in- 
struments (^travellers, who are curious to poflefs a relic of this 
antiquity ; and one of tbfi volutes of the cd;uma was immaturelyr 
brought down about fbur years ago, by a prank of {omc^Exff^xSti 
captains, whi<th is too ludicrous to pa& over. 

Thefe |olly fons of Neptune had been pufhiog about the can 
0n board one of the ^lips in tbe toboc, until a ibiangeireak e^^ 
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tered iiito^ Ofte* of their Srains, The eccentricity of the thought 
occafioned it immediate to be adopted ; and its apparent impoi^ 
fibility was but a ipur for the putting it into execution. The 
^at was ordered) and with proper implements for the attempt, 
theie enterprizing heroes pufhed dhore, to drink a bowl of punch 
on the top of Pompejr's pillar I At the (pot they arrived ; and 
many contrivances were propofed to accompliih the deiired point. 
But th^ir'labor was vain ; and they began to defpair of fuccef*, 
when the genius who ftruck out the frolic, haf^ily fuggeftod thfi 
means of performing it. A man was di^atched to the city for* 
a paper kite. The inhabit^ts were by. this tone apprized of 
what wa3 going forward, and flocked in crouds to be witneflei of 
the addrefs and boldnefs of the Englifh. The governor of Alex^ 
andria was t0ld that thef^ (eamen were about to puU down Pbm« 
pey's pillar. But whether he gave them* citditfor their jsfpeft to 
the RcHnan warrior, or to the Ttirkiih government, he left theoi' 
to themfelves, and politely anfwered, that the £ngliih were tod 
great patriots to injure the remains of Pompey. He knew little, 
however, of the difpofition of the people whp were engaged in 
this undeft^ing. Had the Turkiih empire rofe in oppoiiiion, it 
would not, perhaps, at that lAoment have deterred them. The. 
kite was brought, mid flown fb diredtly over the pillar, tha;t when 
it fell on the other fide, the ftring lodged upon the capital. The 
chief obftade was now overcome. A two-inch rope was tied* to 
one end of the ftring, and drawn over the pillar, by the end'to 
which the kite was affixed. By this rope one of the feamen af*- 
cended to the top, and in lefs than an hour, a kindof fhroud was 
conflruded, by which the whole company went up, and drank 
their punch amid the Ihouts of the aflonifhed multitude. To the 
eye below, the capital of the pillar does not appear capable of hoU- 
ing more than one man upon it ; but our feamen found it could 
contain no lefs than eight perfons very conveniently. It is aflto- 
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nifhing that no accident befel thefe madctps,^ in a fituation (b- 
elevated^, that would have turned a landman giddy in his fo- 
ber fenfes. The only detriment which the pillar received, was the 
iols of the volute before-mentioned ; whicli came down with a. 
thundering found, and. was carried to England by one of the cap^ 
t^ns, asL a preient to a lady who con)miiiix>iifid him for a piece of 
the pillar. The difcovery which they made, amply compenfated 
f^ this mi&hief ; as* without their evidence, the world would not 
have known* at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue om 
this pillar, one foot and ancle of which are ftlll remdimng<| 
The.ftatue was, probably, of Pompey himfelf; and muft have. 
been of a gigantic fize, to have appeared of a. man's propor-- 
tioa at fo» great an height. 

There are ciroumftancesi in» this Abry which might- give itt 
an air of fidtion, were it not demonflrated beyond all doubt.. 
Befides the teftimonies of many eyp-witnefles,.. the ' ad^miturers 
themfelves have left us a tokens of the fa£);, by the initials of 
their names, which are. very: legible in black paint j^fL beneath* 
the capital.. We fpent fo much> time, in^ viewing this clegaxA 
cGlumn^ that. the. evening was too far advanced for. us to go 
further. After providing ourfelves% with a: relic, of this fhrine, 
vn returned towards the port, which isi about aimile and ^ 
quarter diftant. In our way we: mounted . an eminence, which, 
has been thrown up by^ the Turks in. digging for antiques,, 
which are frequently found here. From hence we . had . a fine 
view of the new and old city and.port of Alexandria* 

W E D N E S I> A Y, ift October; 

I had a prefent of an antique thia< morain|^: from Signior 
]|pndi. It is a blue ftone which bears the. head of a Jupiter Cai- 
pljtolinus. The fmall collection which I have made, is not.worth* 
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prcfcntlng to the reader, though the place from which L chiefly* 
drew them, is a proof of their being originals : as neither the 
(kill nor the remotenefs of the country of Upper Egypt, can favor 
deceit in fuch matters. But a ftranger ihould be very careful how- 
he makes thefe purchai^s in Alexandria. Seals have been tendered 
me for faI6, which had all the appearance of antiquity ; but on 
the infpeftion of a perfon converfant in virtue turned out to be 
copies. They are, however, at times, in great plenty in this- 
neighborhood! The- people who follow this trade, hit per- 
chance upon a mine of curiofities, when a virtuofi might fur* 
nifh a cabinet' with ori^nals at a fmall expence. This we- 
faw exemplified. Signior Brandr lives with the Genoefe con- 
ful, Signior Agoftini. At his houfe we met with feveral anti- 
cities, which have btoi recovered from the ruins of this city« 
Among the moft remarkable is a boil of Alexander/ finely-exe* • 
cuted and but little damaged* 

In the afternoon we went to fee Gltopatra^s Needle,* which lifes • 
tO'theeaftward of the ^ity. . We again mounts our afles, and * 
without any other company than our Janizary, arrived in about ^ 
ten minutes at the Needle. It is ahnoft clofe to the fea» and lifts ' 
up its Head amid an heap of ruins, whichr appear to have^been a^ 
circle of ' magnificent buildings that' fiar rounded it. It is laid, 
there were originally three obeliiks which bore thk name; and 
that one of them has been buried by its own weight, and the ri-- 
fing of tWe fandaboutit. It is-certain, however, that two of them 
onceftood here at about fifty yards afunder. One of* them was' 
torn up by the roots in- a violent ftorm fome years ago,^ and' 
" prone on the ground lies graveling many a rood." Thefe obe- 
IMks are aUa o£^nite, which is the marble peculiar to this place. 
•Hiey are of a fingle ftone, , fixty feet in length, and covered, bn ' 
all fides, with lueroglyphics. The one which is flanding, yields 
only iabdauty to Pompey's. pillar, among the remains of this au^^ 
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guft city ) and it;i5 a wonder that no attempt has- been made^ to 
tranfport the fallen needle to Europe i a fimilar enterprrae to 
which was eiFe£^^ I thinks in the removal of Trajan's pillar, 
the greateft boaft of modem Rome. What a beautifal termina* 
tion. would it make to one of the viftos at Chatfworth ! What a 
noble addition would it prove to the coUe^ion at Stowe ' - But the 
expence would be too heavy for any, but a princely purfe to dif- 
charge, as the relic would be too valuable for any, but a monarch 
to polleft. For a drawing of this obeliik, 98 well as of Pompey's * 
pillar, I muft refer the reader to the work of Mr. Niebuhr, and 
to the drawings of Mr. Dalton« The few plates which I have 
ventured to give> contiun views of fach things only as are not, 
to my knowledge, to be met with in other travels. 

We contemplated this obelifk with pleafiire, and left it with 
regret. While we looked at the ruins around us^ we could not 
but fancy ourfelves carried back to the times of the Ptolemies* 
Here Anthony revelled ; here Cleopatra reigned 1 Here beauty 
fhed her rofy fmiles ; here pleafure danced an eternal round ; and 
Jiere, alas 1 the hero forewent empire and life for the fafcinating 
charms of love ! Some hundreds of yards from die fpot we had 
left, is an angle of the antient walls of the city. Thefe walls are 
flill above the level of the ground, and the ditch is ftill to be dif- 
tinguiftied. This is the eaflem face, and at certain equidiftances^ 
there were rouAd towers for the better protection of the walls^ 
W« entered the tower, at the angle, which appeared to be lefs dcr 
cayed than the reft. There is a circular room in the middle, 
which at preient goes up to the top of the tower : But by a nar- 

* The aathor has given a view of this pillar ia the fFonti/ptece to his Eaftern 
Eclogues ; but a more competent idea can be gathered of it in a coUcdion of prints, 
publifhed by the ingenious Mr. Dalton in the year 1752, coiTfprizing> among other 
antiquities, the elevations and fedions of the pyramids of Egypt, which muft have 
*beeii a ta(k not lefs difficult than curious. 
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row itdrcafe on one iide of tt^ there is a likelihood of there ha^ 
ving been apartments above. We made a tour of this face, and 
on our return home, vifited the church of St. Catherine belong- 
ing to the Greeks. Here one of the friars led us into a re- 
cdfs illuminated with a lamp, to iee the ftone on^vthieh St. Ca^ 
therine was beheaded. This Aonc is hdld in uncommon venera- 
tion ; and the fathers are very anxious to perfuade ftrkngers, that 
jdrops of her btood are'ftill vifible thereon. They were vtndtt ik> 
dagger of having this opinion cpntradi^ed, through^ the abun^ 
dance of our zeal ; but tliey were, perhaps, inorc pleafed, that we 
had charity enough to leave fomc filver among them, towards the: 
propagation of this innoGent imppfitipn. 

■ ■ * f - • • 

* • 

Intelligence came thjs njorning of the Idfs of five boats on. the 
bogag^^ pr bar . of the T^ile, which were ' among a fleet that 
feilcd two'davs agp for Roletto. The young Swlfs whom! have 
before fpoken of, was unluckily on beard one of them; and We 
kam with concern, that 'he his: efcaped only with his life-. 
If the reader^ how^er^ reipembers our defcription. of that place^. 
it may feem a greater mercy to him,, that the young man did not 
^periih W4th his effefts,, The, wmd Wpwirfg in.the tcetK of a.rapid 
current,, muft have ' occaiipned * a prodigious fwell on the bar,, 
which generally proves as fatal to the manner as to his bark- 
The French merchants of this city are. (kid to be confiderable. 
.fufferers^by this ^accident';, as they, had very rich bales of goods 
I on the boats .which are wrecked.. . /But the , misfortune of thfe 
I young- Sw)f$ chiefly engaged our attention: Our minds yet 
^imarted with, the ,remembrance/of odr own diftrefles; and we 
t were, perhaps,^ never in a d^bolTtioo to 'haye contributed. more: 
j^j^gely,. than we now did, ' towards the relief of a. fellow^crea- 
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ture. So true it is, that calamity is the bed: phyiician to men* 
tal infirmities, and diipofes the paffions to liflen more ferioufly 
.to the calls of hmnanity. 

. It is laughable enough,. to. obferve the materials and fafhion of 
the generality of the. buildings of this city. Marble ready wrought 
to the hand, is in iiich profufion here, that in ^every ftreet you 
meet with the noble fragments of palaces and temples, applied to 
the meaneft purpoies. I have feen a ftable fqp^rted by pillars of 
the fineft granite, and a cow-houfe paved with the moft beautiful 
tablets of marble. This view, indeed, is moKe likely to provoke a 
iigh than a.fmile. It too nearly refembles the prophecy denoun- 
ced againft that fplendid city, whofe r^al edifices were to hecome 
the habitations of the beafts of the field. But our ridicule is di« 
.rented againft another object. The court-yards of the foreign 
faCtoricB are encompafled with the cheiceft pillars that could be 
.procured ^ but the confiifion of orders, in which the Doric, Io- 
nic, and Corinthian jar together, joined to the unequal height 
.and diameter of the (hafts, rather render tlie whole a ludicrous 
.than an agreeable afTemblage. But as the builders have had con- 
venienoe more than elegance in view, the want of tafte in the dif- 
pofition is the more^excufable 

We took a ride in the evening to the canal which was brought 
from Ae Nile, and ftill fuppli^s the city with water. Our route 
lay through a road which leads to the S. E. gate, and divides the 
antient city into two equal parts. This is the high road to Ro- 
. fetto, on which travellers are accuftomed to go on mules, in pre- 
ference to the dangerous paOage by fea. The journey is performed 
in feven or eight hours, and it is reported that the obftru.£^ion to it 
is now removed, by the gallantry of a Turk, who was attacked 
yefterday by the Bedouin s^ or wild Arabs, that have lately infefted 
the country. The capt^ of the gang was luckily (hot by the 
Turk j and his adherents have fled to, other parts. We arrived 
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in about half an hour at the gate. It has been a very fuperb 
work, and there are ftill two columns, which fupport the pedeftal 
above it, of the moft beautiful fymmetry and defign. The canal 
is about a quarter of a mile from hence. It ftill ferves the chief 
purpofe for which it was intended ; and, in the floods, conveys a 
fufficient quantity of water to the city, to fill the cifterns for the 
ufe of the enfuing year. This expenfive labor was necefTary to 
re£lify the defe£): with which this thirfty foil is curft, and is in 
every refpcifl worthy of its fuppofed founder. But the channel a 
few miles above is ib choaked up, as to render it no longer na- 
vigable for the fmalleft boats, except for a week or two in the 
year. There is a large arch thrown over this canals which ap- 
pears firm enough to admit of repair. Neither the bridge nor 
canal, however, have a chance to be reftored to their former con- 
dition by the indolent and illiberal Turk ; although, comparative- 
ly fpeaking, an inconfiderable e)cpence would be the means of re- 
viving, in their full extent, thefe elegant and ferviceable works of 
antiquity. On the banks of this canal are raifed the vegetables, 
with which the city is fupplied; and beyond them the defart 
ftretches to the Nile. 

On our return home we made a tour of the weftem wall of the 
antient city, which we had not before feen. There are towers 
upon it as on the other fide, and the wall has more frequent 
breaches in it. 


FRIDAY, 3d October. 

I employed myfelf this morning in tranfcribing an ode, which I 
had written in detached parts, during our voyage down the Nile. 
The reader will find it in the Appendix, where it will appear as a 
companion to the ode to the defart. He may, perhaps, fufpef): me 
of another reafon than what I before alledged, for not mingling 
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poetiy and profe^ for putting it m t&at place. Thft cdtxtaraft be^ 
tween tlK fiib}e6):s is fo ftriking^ as to fbtthe deftriptive pal&ge< 
6f eithef piece in the beft Kgbt. 

Noth&ig retards otir departnre bat the vdibl's dffpMclses, whidi 
are not arrived from Caito. Pof fed r of my beifi^ hereafter pre<^ 
Tdntedy I will here camrtiufiicate the ftoty of the^ Frefl0v coflfuri 
mmrder, fome circnmftances of which are c^ am (fltm^rdifiafy fira^ 
tiire, and will ferve to jnftify the Unfavorable ides which is es\t€f^ 
tained of the Arabians, in different part$ of this work. 

Three yo(ung gentlemen belon^ging to the Fire»ch fe^tii^ h^ 
been out m the country (hooting pige6rtS. They were fiiet oA 
their retiirn by fome Arsbs, who> tvith their ufdal ii¥ipuden<3^ t<6' 
<Dhriiliahs> whom they fuppofe to be' in their power^ demafided 
their goaris. Thefe the Frencbmefl naturdly refufed t6^ deliver 
up ; and a flruggle enfuing, in which they were tikely to be over-^ 
come by numbers, one of them levelled his piece^ and fhot an 
ArsJb dead on the fpot. The unexpe£tednefs of this a£lioa flruclc 
fiich d terror into- the feft^that they immediately difperfed, and left 
the young men to maka th^ hdi of theJr Way <>fF. This they ef-- 
fefted, but with different fortunes. The guilty perfon knew 
thefe was no fafety for him in Alexandria, although the life had: 
been taken away in defence of his property^ igainfl an hoftile af-^ 
fault. He bent his way, thefrfdre, t*> a village on the fea-fide, 
and, without fufpicion, hired a mule for Rofetto. Here he ar- 
. rived with great expedition, and embarked on a boat which was 
that moment going for Damiat, Happily for him,, when her 
reached that city, there was a veffel under way for Conftanti- 
nople, in which he efcaped from- the deftiny that awaited him. 
One of his companions concealed himfelf in this city, until he 
found aa opportunity to quit it, which his knowledge of the 
language enabled him to do in fafety.. The dther took refuge in 
the French fadtory^. thefoppofed fenftity of which^ he valaly 
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tm^^fifi^ Vfmli |»1Pjbe<5^ hioi Iriom tk^ xeCstttmeni of the Arabg. 
Though jhie 9^89 ©piy a {pe^tf)t of tfee acckleot which had bap- 
.pon^, he ^»s d^99ioed to smfwtr for k in the tnpft inhuman 
i»l^«r^ Ths pit^ wa9 pcefmtly in commotio ; and a moh, 
headed by the iQQi9r9ides of the dec^afed, forced open the gates of 
the fa£lory, after having been denied admittftnce by. th^.confuJ[> 
took out the unfortunate youth who remained, and hung him 
upon the firft tree they met with. . Not fatisfied with this facrifice, 
they afterwards cut him in pieces, and expofed his limbs in diSe-' 
rejit qftitfjef s ^( thfi (city. 

Herjs pi^ mjg^t thi^k ij^9 veng^nc^ q^^ bt^rhari^ wo^ld ftop. 
.With fuch a mtaji^tiop, that, c^nfjaunding n^ it -did th^ innocfeat 
with th^ g*»iUy* W fo ^gree^bje %p th<eir flptioiip pf ji^ce, the 
,Ambs ^ght be i»t4afi94. Bat theif tUrJi iof Wqo4 was ppjt y?t 
qi*enghie4. A« the miv^rgf had ©feajHsd, thfy turned their rjige 
against th? innoc,e;tit Enan, )/vho h^d pr^Ain^M to slfford his acr 
jCiWnpUce a fyx^&xx^ry, Awpre of th^ un%giyirtg difpofitioas of 

the Af^bs, the^conful.}^ ccHnftned hini^flf to Jbis houfe ^r the 
j^mce of two itionth^* ^d upward?.. He qqw thought the matter 
was forgotten, w^d ventured out a$ .vft)#l to take. the air on an 
f»fs, along with ^e Janizary of hi? oatiflo. This Jaw^ary is 
lefteemed here a fuffident ^i^egtiard. Hp may hs (9 on common 
0!C(^on$, (but his authority fiiiled him o» thjp. They were met 
by a nwn near Ponipey's Pill9f, who, iyith iisa&xt^ indifference, 
enquired the conful's name of th$ Jfmi^ary j jajid h^jog fatisliod 
it wia$ the perfon he fought, he fteppod Aji4denly behind him« and 
^ifcharged .a piftol in his back. Tb« hall went through the con- 
ful's body, and he immediately eicpked* Thus lofing, .like the 
hero near whoJfe column he fell, his life by the treachery .of the 
Egyptian eace t The aflaflia eihaped during the Janizary's con- 
fufion, and no notice was taken by the government of fudi an 
outrage. The I'^rench ^Qn£ult«d their own dignity, as wdl as the 
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ititerefts of Other nations, when they fent two frigates this fummer 
to demand fatisfa£lion. But whether the force was inadequate^ 
or they have been tempted^ by fome fecret advantages^ to give up, 
as they have done on many occafions, the honor and even fafety 
of their minifters in Turkey, the- frigates have dej^rted, without 
fuccefs in their negotiation. . 

SATURDAY, 4th. October.. 

We were alarmed this morning with thereport of a vcflcl being 
about to founder in the harbor. Thia carried us to the quay, 
where we faw a Greek polacre go down in about half an hour. 
It feems that (he run upon the anchor of ano&er veflel as' fhe 
came into the road, and the crew were glad to quit her with their 
lives. It is furprizing that thefe accidents are not more frequent 
in a port, where vefTels are obliged to be always moored, on ac- 
count of their infecure ftation. The water is fo (hallow when 
the tide is out, that there would be no 0:eering clear of the anchors, 
were not (Grangers apprized where they lie. What is done, there- 
fore, in other places for the convenience of the owners, is here 
enforced for the good of the public. And every vefl^l is obliged, 
by an order at this port, to place buoys over her anchors. A failure 
in this meafure fubje6):s her to the payment of any lofs (he may 
occafion. And, it is faid, the owners of the Greek polacre will 
recover damages on this ground. 

As we were returning from the quay, we met a porter (inking, 
to all appearance, under a double bale of cotton. He wore jack- 
boots, in order to keep his knees ftraight, and walked doubled, with 
his hands fupported on his knees. Were not the fa6l well known 
to thoufands who trade to the Levant, one would hefitate to men- 
tion the enormous loads which the Turki(h porters carry. We 
went to the fcales where the bales were weighing, and faw one of 
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them take a bale of 7 cwt. upon his back, and flagger under it' 
to the quay. The diftance, indeed, is not very great, and there 
appears to be as much art as ftrength exercifed in thefe furpriz- 
ing efforts of the bodily powers. I have heard more than once, 
during my refidence in India, of the porters in Perfia being fa- 
mous for carrying a pipe of wine on, their backs, . which is more 
than 10 cwt. and, with the afliftance of a bamboo, or ftick acrofs 
his fhoulders> a Chinefe at Canton. is faid to fupport an equal bur- 
den with moris ea(e to.himfelf.. It is only in countries, however, 
where laborers of this kind are fcarce, that fuch vigor is deiir- 
able. In Paris or London, where profeffions are not hereditary, 
and where every idler is willing to turn his hand to any thing, the 
inconvenience of this monopoly would be felt. This ufeful 
branch of labor would fink in its value, and crouds would lan^ 
guifh for want of employment4 

We dined on> board one of. the Englifh (hips to-day, where 
die depiartUre of the French frigates without redrefs of their 
complaint,, became the fubject. of converfation. It feems that 
-die French have been much animadverted upon by foreigners 
here on this occafion ; and comparifons been drawn . between 
them and the Englifh, not to their advantage. Indeed, hiftory 
fiimifhes many inftances of the oppofite behavior of both go- 
vernments in fimilar cafes. Where one negotiates for a redrefs 
of injuries,, the other difpatches a fleet to command it. And: 
while one is wafting time in unavailing threats, the other 
cmploys^more. certain arguments of conviction with the Maho- 
metan powers. But there is fomething very myfterious iii this 
procedure of a people, who, in other refpefts, are jealous of af- 
frontSi and enamored of glory. The particular advantages which 
they derive from the Turkey trade, feem to influence their oper 
rations in that quarter ; and they aim at the prefervation of thofe 
advantages, at the expence of their national honor. All Europe 
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is indebted to France, for the trouWc flie took in firouiing Ac 
Archipelago of the pirates which infefted it, ^ter the <fk^ of the 
Ruffian war: They were chiefly Greeks, and iibounded in fudi 
a degree, that not a merchantman efcaped being attacked by th^m. 
The French frigates every where pcrfued them with ufiremitting 
vigilance ; and to eradicate the evil effeftuafly^ ran their baik<s 
down in general, without firing a gun. The good confequencds 
of thefe exertions (bon appeared ; and it is notorious, tiiat theilte 
never was a. time, in which the Mcditerhlneafl wa6 fo free -of 
corfairs of all denominations, as the prefent. 

Captain Calvi introduced us in liie evening to a Greek famtiy, 
which confifted of a lady and her two daughters. * The latter 
were very beautiful, but overloaded with a profufion of zecMns 
upon their heads and breafts. Which were ftrimg togeth^ llfce 
pearl *. The eldeft of the daughters is married to a man nov 
in France. She preffed our captain much for a palfage. He is 
full ; but with the gallantry of a Frenchman, jrfaced his refuiai 
to a defire of preferving harmony among hi* paifengers, which 
the influence of her charms could not fail to invade. The Irai^ 
nefs and pleafantry of this Provengal are very engaging, and 
afford us a profpeiSt of much entert^nment during our 
voyage. 

S U N D AY, 5th October. 

We attended the fervice this morning at the Chapel of tflie Ge- 
Boefe faftory, where we afterwards dined, on the invitation of 

♦ Among thefe I perceived a medal of Alexander the Great, in fine prefervfrtion. 
As the chara£ters were Roman, it was probably firvck by one of the Cieiars in 
honor of that hero. I attempted, in vain, to pl^c;^ it 9uiy>i>g my fouU cxA- 
ItGdon. 

Sigtiior 
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^igtiux Bnotcfi. The tcmfxH, 19 n pplite chearful old gentleman 
ofkvcnty and upwards^ and haa ferved in th^t office with ^eat 
credit, for above thirty years. He i^y howtvef, too much of an 
invalid to be able to attend to^ bt^finefsj w^bich is managed for 
him by Signior Braii^^ who is ttik^ Qgent to Mr. Baldwin. 

We accbfiipanied Si^gnior Branc^. in fho; evening to the Vene^ 
lAtti la^ory^ whette wi^ drssdc coffee with an Italian lady who b 
lodged there. From iheace we &l|itd <^ii% to a garden, wluch i» 
about ten mlniaces :WaUc ftrom^ the< city; Xbis gvden i^ Uiickly 
pknted with £ruit^trees of varkms. kinds^ in which we found a 
very agretttfct^e ii^ef frcttn the 6«dj' tiews; which ^ery where 
nwet the eye ifi' the* envirbhs .of thi^ plape,. J^qthing but the 
happine& of iu fitaation rfbi' comiElerGe^ eoaU have prompted 
Akji^fn^t to hatre iounded a city on this berren fpot. And the^ 
rank k }kcp9 atn^ng commereil^ idtie? istt ihis houTi in ^te of 
the revottitionfS k h» ioqi miitS(refigioA^g(>ver|ii|$ent^ and cuftoms,. 
dembnftrates the acutaiefs of that monareh'ftdiff efncment, Tyre^ 
Athens, and Carthage, are only to be refpe^ted in tlie page of 
hiftory : while the port of Alexandria is ftill crouded with the 
veflfels of <!tiffi^ent natkms: ^ and fliU difpenfes, though in a leis 
degree^ he^ bounty through the world. 

As we returned home we palled the houf^ of a fair Jewefs,. 
whofe reputation is fpread about this city. It is her cuftom to« 
fhew herfelf daily at her window, to enfnare thofe who venture 
to gaze upon her. It is affirmed that her charms made a veiy 
fingular impreflion upon an Englifli nobleman, who came here 
fome years ago. He bid very highly for her perfon, but was 
difappointed in his views. The amour fomehow got wind, and 
flie was honored by a wag with his title, which (he has preibrved 
to this day. 

In a canverfation jwith our janizary this evening, we difco- 
vered that fear was one caule of the diftinc^ion^ with which the 
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Englilh are treated in this tfeitotry. It Is many years fincethd 
Engfifh trade has declined in the Levant. Their ihips of war 
no more ride triumphant in thefe feas, and their thunders have 
long ceafed to ftrike terror through the coafts of Egjrpt. But 
the fpell is re>dved. The Englifh have found their way into the 
Red-fea^ and have it at their option to deal with Egypt on their 
own terms. The reader may remember the aiiiftance which w^ 
received in our greateft diftrefs^ from the arrival of the Swallow 
floop of war at Judda. This (loop mounted about twenty guns> 
and had carried difpatches from Madras to Suez. Since the Ppr« 
tuguefe were expelled Arabia, no veflel of war belonging to a fo- 
reign power, had vifited that port. Her arrival was a phenome*- 
non whidi alarmed the weaknefs of this government. The jea- 
loufies that exift among the European nations, are the bafis of 
its fecurity on the fide of the M^terranean. But on the (hpres 
of the Red-fea, it muft fubihit to the power, whofe empue in 
India has given them the navigation and commerce of the Red- 
fea, without a competitcA*. And this power is the Englifh. 
A track, ftruck out by private ^venturers^ may hereafter bene- 
fit the public ; and, under proper refl:ri6tions, add to the influence 
and power of the Compar^^ in a meafure which might exceed 
cxpe6lation*. Rumor is well known to magnify danger. The 

force 

* The mftability oF -the Egyptian government weakens, in fome degree, tlie 
force of this reafoning. It has been fuggefted by the ingenious Dr. Ruflen, 
whofe long refidence in Turkey inclines the author to pay a deference to him on 
a fubje<3: on which he is fo much better iivformed, that the difcouragement which 
the Turks give to the trade by Suez, arifes from this very caufe. The revolu- 
tions in Cairo are often annual, and the Porte, confequently^ can depend but little 
on receiving a (hare of their profits from men, whofe footing in power is fo flip- 
pery. The communication with India by the caravans of Aleppo, turns out 
wholly in favor of the Turk. The inference, therefore, which the Dodor draws, 
is very judicious. The commerce by Aleppo would £U1 to theground, were that 
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force of the Swallow floop was eftimated at Cairo at fixty guns. 
Here, fhe is a firft rate ! It is no wonder that this government 
ihould be on its good behavior, when it has not even a galley on 
the Red-fea to prote^ the trade. For though this trade is almofl: 
wholly carried on upon Arabian bottoms, were an embargo 
to be laid on the impoitation of coffee into the Egyptian ports,^ 
the CQurfe. would be turned to the caravans, through which chan- 
nel the coffee is delivered at more than double the price, to what 
it is by water. 

MONDAY, 6th October. 

We are detained here by the mofl: vexatious of all circum-- 
ftances-~the negle£t of the agents of the Cleopatra. Captain 
Calvi has been ready to &U the^fe four days, and hiis difpatches . 
are not yet arrived from Cairo. To whet pur difappointment, 
thie wind has been eafterly the whole time ; and we might 
hj^vQ performed a fourth part of our pafTage to Marfeilles. Na- 
tural delays ihould be borne with patience ; but thofe which 
arife from human perverfenefss are enough to ruffle a Stoic's 
temper. 

We encountered fome ol:^€b to-rday^ who beyond all others 
(hould engage our conuniferation« They were the captain and 
of^cers of a French veffel, which M^as wrecked four yeai*s ago on 
the coaf): of Barbary. Along with the crew tJetey were carried into 
flavery ; and have^ now bee^ reljSfiM by an acctdent. The em-* 
peror of Morocco has i«nt an eoihaJOTy to the court of France,, 
and thefe Frenchmen were fele^ed, among forty others, as a pre- 
fent worthy for a king to. rec^ivje. The particubus of tb^& ua* 

by Suez to be eftablifhed. And this is the. fecret objedion which the Porte en- 
tertains^ to the latter trade } and wis hatched, not by the influence of French in- 
t^ig^es,.nof t!|e coDplaiAts of the religious of Mecoa and Medina* 
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fortunate people's ftory are very interefting, but very fimilar to 
accounts already publifhed of captives in the fame fituation. There 
is a youth among them of about fourteen years of age. His lot 
was different from the reft. On account of his youth, when 
they were firft brought to Morocco, the emperor ordered him to 
be an attendant in the feraglio. This anecdote we had from the 
boy's own mouth, although he was fometimes at a lofs to ex- 
prefs himCelf in his native tongue. His employment was to make 
coffee for the emperor's wives, and to gather bbuquets for them of 
the fweeteft flowers in the gardens of the palace. It may, per- 
haps, wound the pride of our countrymen to know, that the Sul- 
tana is an Englifhwoman, who has been elevated to that dignity 
more than twenty years. She feems to be about forty, and ha- 
ving borne the emperor two fons, is perhaps, on that account, 
treated by him with a di{lin£tion, which her charms no longer 
command. And in fad:, while he pays her only court in public^ 
his private hours are dedicated to a French concubine, who was 
made a. captive by one of his cruizers, and on account of her ex- 
quifite beauty, preferred to the feraglio. Thefe barbarians, it 
feems, are grown nice in their amours ! Depopulated Greece can- 
not afford them a variety of beauty, but they mufl appropriate the 
fpoils of France and England to pamper their bafe lufts ! Wherer 
fleeps the vengeance of thofe warlike nations, that they fuffer 
thefe crying injuries to pafs unpunifhed ? The gallies of Barbary 
groaii with their meo, and her feraglios teem with their females I 
When the ftates of Europe leafrn to diilinguifh their true interefta; 
when they eflablifh a firm baiis of union amwig themfelves ; then,, 
and then only> can they hope to fee their arms dire£ted- againflr 
the common enemies* of mankind; to fee their commerce un- 
interrupted, their people uninflaved by the xefiife of the earth !. 

The Mahometan Ramazan is commenced. This inflitute is> 

an imitation of our Lent^ except that there is a difference in the- 
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mode of abftinence required. The rigid Catholic contents him- 
felf with a change of diet; and takes his ufual meals without 
fcruple, ib that he forbears flefh and certain forbidden things. 
The life of a MufTulman undergoes a total innovation during this 
faft. From the time the fun rifes until it fets again, the tafle of 
any fubftance, even water itfelf, is prohibited by the law of Ma- 
.hornet. But then the night brings full reparation with it. Ex* 
cefs follows abftinence, and he indulges himfelf in a variety of 
food, to be revenged upon the law. The bad confequences of 
this prieftcraft muft be (enfibly felt by both parries* Our Ja- 
nizary has been quite unhinged fince the Ramazan began. He 
is now fitter for fleep than aAion, during the day ; and were wt 
to remain here, we fhould reap little benefit from his fervices 
while the faft continued. The ftreets are now empty of people in 
the day-time. Towards the evening they begin to affemble in the 
cc^ee-^houfes, and at the comers of the ftreets ; where they 
wait for the prieft's proclamation of furifet. Their faces betray 
the height of impatience ; ami at the ' appointed fignal, they 
ftart for their dinners with no very temperate intentioas. 

TUESDAY, 7th October.. 

The vcfleFs difpatches are at length arrived, but the wind is {o 
confiderably heightened to-day, that the captain holds it danger- 
ous to attempt moving out of his ftation with it. We muft wait 
for what the morrow may efFeft in our behalf. 

News is juft come from Cairo, that the troubles upon the Nile 
are recommenced, and that war is about to renew its horrors in 
this unhappy country. The fugitive beys have found means to 
pofiefs themfelves at length of Jiije, about which city they have 
long hovered. The fituation of this poft enables them to ftop ef- 
fedlually, the navigation of the river. A large armament is pre- 
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paring at Cairo, to diflodge the rebels from their (Ixong hold. 
Boats of all kinds are prefTed for this fervice, and the communis 
cation promifes to be interrupted between Alexandria and the me*^ 
tropolis. The iffue of this commotion may, to all appearance, be 
foretold. It is the laft effort of a defperate party, which can- 
not avail them againft fuperior numbers and difcipline. Ifmaul 
Beg has now iet a price upon the heads of his antagonifts. . 
This barbarous pradice is juftified by the example of the moft 
polifhed nations, againft thofe whom the (late ccmfiders as trai- 
tors. And in all probability, it will now rid the bey of Egypt 
0f hi$ fears. But the accompiiihment of this defign is uncer- 
lain.*. We cannot fuificientlycxflftgratalate outfelves on our re-* 
moval from thofe fben^s of xoiit«n&ion ^ . and count all ooir toils 
as (lappily ei^tired, ficice we have.efcaped tkcreby, the new delays 
that awaited us. 

Ibrahim has juft now taken leave of us,, to embark on a boat 
which b bound for Rofetto. He is f urnaihed with recommenda* 
tions for the Engfifti captains who may come to Suez ; amd there 
is no doubt of his finding a good opportunity to get back to the 
Adventure, to wbich vefiel he (till belongs. The behavior of this 
poor Indian has been uniformly honeft and ingenuous. Some 
flight errors which he has been, guilty of, were fully retrieved by 
tJbie impoutarice of his iervices & dAd could wb codtlnQAd power or 
riches at this moment, they would be emjployed in beftowing a 
more Aailable reward on his merit s. Henceforth be sot virtue 
appropdated by any particular k&:. Let pride be twight to be- 
lieve, there is no difHn£tioa amoUg^ mankindj, but What reAdts 
from the practice of gpod and evil ^ and imbibe, with us, a> diari- 
table opinion of the members oi every perfoafio^. 

* So uncertain, tbat it appears the very icverfib has fince happened, and the de« 
pofed beys^ Juive recovered thtir power, thou^ at this hour, perhaps,, it has agairt 
eluded their gra% ! 

That 
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That wc might be ready for the captain's fummtfns in the 
morningi we difchargcd our debts at this place, and prcfented our 
Janizary with fome pieces of gold, for the trouble that we have 
given him. The alacrity with which w€ fhall quit thefe fhores, 
has been quickened by concurrent circumftances. The very air 
of this city feems to be impregnate with the breezes of the 
North. Htr ftreets difplay the habit which is fo fatailiar to our 
eyes J and her h^bdr is crowded with velfels,' which ar6 bound to 
the iarids of liberty and fcience. What bofom then can repfifs 
its emotions at fuch a fight ? What foot would linger on the 
ftrand, when the fill was fct for the ports of Europe ? Curiofity 
h^s been fatiisfied. Lil«e the hunters who have encountered toil 
and daOfiger m the p^rfuit of fh^ir game, we anticipate the fweets 
of repoie $ alid fmd, that the ardor of expectation conftituted the 
principa]: pkafiire of the chace. 

Wednesday, SA October. 

The wilid being favorable this mormng fdr ouf departure^ 
the Captain fiitd a gun, as a fignal for us to go off. At ie* 
veti 6'cloek Moiifieur Meillon accompanied Major Alexander^ 
Mr. HoxAxAonA, and myfelf to the ^vny^ where W6 embarked 
«n die Cleopatra; and at eteven^ weighed our anchor for 
Marfeilles ♦• c 

^ It may be fattsfaAory to the reader to kncntr that our travellers^ whom he has 
lb long accompanied, arrived fafely in England at the clofe of the year 1777, after 
a journey of eleven months. It may be fuppofed that the end of their miffion was 
defeated by the delays they encountered ; but they flatter themfelves, that the merit 
of perfeverance will not be denied thcm^ either by the refpeflable body in whofe fer- 
vice it was exerted, or by the generous public. 
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AND now. Madam, it is time to bid you adieu. To purfuc the 
iimiie of the hunters, whatever fatisfaflion I may have found in 
the recital of our adventures, I doubt whether an indifferent per- 
fon will liften as complacently to the tale. In the review of this 
volume, I have as much reafon to pray for your indulgence, as to 
hope for your fympathy. While the tear of pity dims your eye, 
let it prove a vail to the inaccuracies which are almoft infeparable 
from a work of this nature. Nor let this be deemed an imrea- 
fonable or arrogant wifti. While the major part of mankind are 
adminiftering to the caprices of the female-fex, while they arc 
feeding their vanity with the groffeft flatteries, and perverting 
their difpofitions by an idle compliance with their humours, his 
prefumption may furely be excufed, who, a£Vuated by a Ipirit of 
philanthropy, and willing to communicate the refult of dear-^ 
bought experience, endeavors to make one woman of his party, 
who has refleftioh enough to weigh the importance of human 
misifortunes, and z6al enough to promote their publication for the 
inftru6Hon of the world. That he has not offered a trifling fub- 
jcft to her confideration, is the beft compliment which he could 
pay to her underftanding ; and that he looks for her fympathy in 
the hour of diftrefs, is not the worft pifture which he could give 
of her feelings. To be a ferious member of a thoughtlefs tribe, 
is no lefs an honor to a woman, than to poflefs a refined heart in a 
depraved ai)^ diflipated age. 

< 

I have the honor to be, 

Madam, 

Your's, &c. 

Alexandria, 8th Oftobcr, 1777. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
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JUST as thcfe Ihcets were going to the prefs, a letter came to^ 
my hands, which, on every account, I would wi(h to commimi* 
cate to the reader. The ftorm is blown over, and the tale that threa- 
tened fuch tragical circumftances, is brought to an happy conclu* 
fion. But if any charafter in this work has fecured the affeflion 
of the reader, he wilt not refufe a figh to its unworthy deftiny. If 
the work itfelf has interefted his paflions, he will greedily^ perufe 
a fupplement, that promifes further food for his curiofity. The 
letter is from Mr. Hammoiid, one of^ the number of the unlucky 
fubje£ls of thefe adventures, who has poflefled refolution enough 
to hazard the dangers of an inhofpitablc (hore,. and to return ta 
fodia by the route of Egypt. I mean not ta anticipate the rela*- 
tion of a friend, but I (hould doinjuftice to my own feelings, were: 
I to be filent on this melancholy occafion. 

And here let me advife the fufceptible reader to cloie the volume. 
The ingratitude of mankind is too frequent, to difturb the Phi- 
lofopher's peace -, but the impreffion it makes on the unexperi- 
enced breaftv is too deep^ to be eafily erafed. But if he dare the. 
conflid:, and prefer to mingle his generous concern with mine,, 
let him refleft on the crown of glory which awaits the virtuous* 
disad !. Let him,, with me, weigh the unimportance of the track,, 
by which the foul is led to the regions of immortality ; and while. 
we embalm, the monarch's memory with aa unfeigned tear, let us 
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hope that our latter prayers may be as acceptable to the Deity, 
as our latter moments may be more propitious than thofe of the 
great Ifman Abu Ally ! Unbroken be the reed which moans 
thy lofs, rich pearl of Araby ! Sweet fmelling like the gums of 
Aden's vale, to heaven afcend thy precious fpirit ! 

** Grand Cairo, 20th Auguft, 1779. 

** I cannot avoid giving you a letter from a place that was oncfc 
•« fo deiirable an objeft to us, however reverfed it has been to mc 
•* a fccond time. I arrived here the 15th July laft, after a very 
** pleafant paflage from Venice, and was preparing, with my 
*• fellow- tx-avellers, tp fct out for Suez on the 28th, when, on 
•• that morning, lyir. Moore, th? ownei- gf our veffcl, was made 
^* a priibner, and detained till four days ago» in confequence of 
^' his (hip, with another at Suez, having been treacheroufly 
'' feized by the orders of this government. The (hips have iince 
^' been releafed, and the pepple are gone to. Suez to take poflef- 
^* fion of them again ; which we pnly want to bear of, to enable 
*• us to fet forward. This ^xtr^rdinary manoeuvre, on the part 
** of this governijient, was owln^ to an Englifti caravan having 
^* been plundered \r\ croffing th? defi^rt from Suez to Cairo, and 
«* many unfortuna^te Europeans having perifhed in the defart« 
^' The government, upon this, contrived the means of feizing the 
" veflels, and have made us enter into folemn engagements with 
<^ them, that no hoftilities (hall be committed hereafter by the 
^^ Englifh, in confequence of that accident 1 

^^ The politics of this country have been a good deal changed 
** fince we left it. It feems that foon after our departiu'e from 
'^ Cairo^ Ibrahim Beg, a^nd Morad Beg, were brought back into 
<* Cairo, accompanied by our old friend Ifman Abu Ally, who 
*' was with Mr. Baldwin, and made many enquiries after us. For 
*' this eiTential fervice, tl^. poor old man had his head tsdcen off 

10 " by 


[ S93 ] 

•• by Morad Beg, about three weeks ago, who was at Ghinnah 
*' in purfuit of Huffein Beg, one of Ifmaul Beg's partizans !— 
^ Monfieur Chevalier, the late governor of Chandemagore, ar- 
'* rived- here a few. days ago from- Judda, by the route of Cqfire. 
^* He- met with Morad Beg at Ghinnah, who gave him bis paff- 
** port, for his fafety down the river. 

•* I hope to leave Cairo in about five days, attended by our old 
•* fervant Ibrahim, who has been wife enough to marry here, and 
** is as completely fettled as he well can.be. I have advifed him 
*' to pufli off to India with us. As if I had not been fufficienfly 
*' punilhedfor making a fecond vifit to this country,, I have had 
*« the addition of an epidemical ficknefs^. which has raged here. 
^ with great violence, and, I believe, has extended to every Euro:- 
^ peaa in the place/' 
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APPENDIX. 


ODE TO THE DESART. 

Written on a Journey through the Deiarts of Tbefaais, 

September 1777. 

• * 

THOU wafte ! from human fight retired. 
By nought efteem'd, invok'd, defir'd^ 
Where ftony hill and fterile plain^ 
And ever-fullen filence rei^n * : 

Where nought is feen to cheer the eye. 
But ruffet earth and funny fky ; 
Nor tree nor herbage blefs the ground^ , 
Nor aught to cherifh life is found. 

Save, where the deer, whom fears aflTail^ 
Shoots fuddenly athwart the vale -, 
If chance the found of [diftant feet 
Approach his lonefome, dark retreat. 

O ! while thy fecrets I explore. 
And traverfe all thy regions o'er. 
The patient camel I beftride — 
May no ill hap his fteps betide ! 

* ^' And ever-mufing melancholy reigns,'' Pope's SUi/a t9 Abilard* 

As 
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As on we prefs the burning f<ril. 
And through the winding valley toH, 
Still lend fome hill's projefting height,. 
To fhield me from Sors piercing fight. 

And (hould our fcrips of water fail^. 
And horrid thirft my lips afliiil. 
Then, then, thy fcanty cb'ops impart. 
To renovate my fainting heart. 

Nor to thy toiling fon refufe 
The trufle's leaf, or berry's juice y 
Thefe ftinted produfts of the wafte. 
Luxurious ! let my camel tafte« 

At noontide heat, and midnight cold. 
Thy vengeful ftores of wrath with-hold : 
Nor bid the fudden whirlwind rife. 
To blend at once, hills, vales, and ikies ! 

Dread caufe I too fubtile to define^ 
Where horror I danger ! ruin join U ■ 
Stop, ftop its peftilential breath. 
That 'whelms a caravan in death ! 

But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O ! turn the roving * Arab back ; 
Who, tyger-like, infefts the way. 
And makes the traveller his prey. 

♦ The reader will have found that this wifli was not granted. We fell in with a 
party of wild Arabs, and, what was more extraordinary, on the very day that this 
Ode was written. This meeting, fo dreaded by us, was, in all probability, the 
caufe of our prefervation. Thefe foes to man, by an unexpcfted turn, became our 
friends. They were our guides when our people were at a lofs for the road ; they, 
led us to the fprings, and fupplied us with food, when our water or provifion failed 
us. Whatman incontefiible evidence is this of the weaknefs of human opinions ! of 

the vanity of human wilhes I 
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As erft the fons of Ifrael fled 
From Pharaoh's reign and Nilus' bed. 
Here manna fell by God's command. 
And water followed Mofes' wand : 

So may old Nilus pafgng nigh, 
A portion of his floods fuppiy ; 
Invite the neighb'ring peafant's toil. 
To cultivate thine alter'd foil. 

So be thy hills with verdure fpread. 
And trees adorn each naked head ; 
So in the thirlly vales below, 
Difcover'd fprings be taught to flow. 

So, teeming with neglefted veins^ 
Thy marble pay the fculptor's pains ; 
Who, emulous of Grecian tafte. 
May give an Athens to the wafte I 

And on thy furthefl: fandy (horc. 
Which hears the Red-fea's billows roar. 
May Commerce fmile, her fails unfold. 
And change thine iron age to goldi 
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ODE TO THE NILE. 


Written during a Voyage down that River, 

September, 1777. 


IMMORTAL ftream I whom Afric leads 
Through barren plains and verdant meads i , 
Now flaming o'er the Nubian fands^ 
Now laving Egypt's cultur'd lands ; 

To mark where firft thou court'ft the gale. 
The poet's ftretch of thought might fail : 
Might heroes fhudder to behold 
The wonders which thy depths unfold. 

O ! place me on thy gende tide. 
When firft it leavfes its fountain wide j 
'Till, threat'ning on the Cafraft's brow. 
It rufhes to the world below. 

Here, as the joylefs wild we trace. 
Where Nature flirouds her beauteous face. 
The Oftrich— child of want and gloom I 
Dips in thy wave his filver plume. 
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Nowj lurking on thy fedgy fliores, ^ 

The Crocodile his prey explores^ 
Hark ! 'tis a virgin's Ihriek* — thy flood 
She fought — to color with her blood ! 

No arms the liionfter can appal-^ 
Bounds from his fcales th' unerrihg balL 
Lo ! to avenge a mother^s tears. 
The Hippopotamus appears ! 

Now Death afrdmeft hi^ grimmeft form,. 
Thy troubled iurface owhs the ftorfa j. 
Like warring veflels, on they move 
Their mortal rage and forc^ to prove I 

O ! hafte we ^from this conflid: dire. 
And to thy fiirer fcenes retire ; 
Where, fwelling o'er thy native ilitmd^ 
Thy waters fattba all the land; 

Where on the wide expanfe we icfia 
The tufted grove and ifland green; 
The minaret, that tow'rs above. 
The haram — prifon gay of love ! 

« 

As Pleafure, Commerce, fpread the fail^ 
A thoufand galUes catch the gale : 
Their oars a thoufand gallics ply, 
Whofe pomp refulgent ftrikes the tyc. 

^ This alludes to a circumftance which happened juft before the author came to 
die Nile, and which the reader will find in page 259 of this work. The frequent 
combats between the River-horfe and Crocodile, in which the former is generally 
iri£iork>ii$, are too well known to need a commentt . 
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Now bear me down thy wcftcrn arm. 
Where Delta looks one ciihur'd farmi } 
By ruined cities, nodding towers. 
And hide me in Rofetto's bowers. 

Hail (hades ! who give fuch charms to view. 
As ne*er Alcinous* gardens knew ; 
While bloffoms here their fweets unfold, 
Bow'd is the tree with fruit of gold. 

And thou fam'd ftream ! what tho* no more 
The world's emporium as of yore ; 
Tho' grac'd not with the Roman name. 
Thy realm contending factions clsum : 

A Pharaoh's daughter erft was thine. 
Whom pity touched with cares divine. 
As (he the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark afloat. 

Thou knew'ft a Cleopatra's reign. 
Who numbered viftors in her train ; 
A Julius, led by glory's ray ; 
An Anthony— to love a prey ! 

A Ptolemy of leam'd renown. 
And great Sefoftris wore thy crown; 
Thine, Memphis ! cru(h'd by adverfe fates. 
And Thebes— that op'd an hundred gates ! 


And 
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And ftill fhalt thou our homage keep^. 
While fea-girt Pharos awes the deep j 
While left for ages to admire. 
Thy pyramids to heav'n ;afpirc ! 

While Plenty on thy banks is found. 
To feed the famifh'd nations round; 
While Poets, ftrive ta fing in viia * 
The wonders of thy vernal reign I 
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